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' DAILY SHORT STORY |

A RAILWAY ADVENTURE.

[Original ]

Little ¢ Gretchen Hecker was but
elgiiren $years old when her father
lostyhis estates, after a prolonged law-
suit,+and fit was determined that she
shoukl go*to Berlin to study to be a
muscian, swith a view to earning her
owniliving. She wentrall alone on’'the
trainyand was alone in the compart-
ment wintil at one of the stops a,man
got in. Thestraln Imd no sooner-start-
ed on'than be said «o Gretchen:

“Frmmlein, I'll trouble you for your
clothea™

Gretrhen looked.at the man, not un-
derstamding what bhe. meant.

*“Your clothes, and be in a, hurry.
Take (them off. I'm geoing to put
them o1 and you shinll put onguine.”

Before Gretechwen could bey made to
understend ihat he was In earnest
he was whligexl to threatem bher, and
oven then-thegaking off of her outer
ciotbing beforeda man wias so obnox-
fous to her that/she did it)very slowly.
Thes man was twice hersage, but not
much taller, beingsmmallmnd wiry. He
putgon Gretchen's {dress, -hat—he could
not get on her shoes—and minor
artid'es, compelling ber fio put on Lhis
own yclothes. Then heftook out of a
satchal a number of fcosmetics and
began Hovinake himself up for a wo-
map. Hevalso took out a mustache
and, givingtit to Gretchen, ordered her
to stick itson to her upperlip.

Gretchens who had nevertbefore been
out in the world without a, maid, was
of courses terror stricken. She obeyed
the wman wechanleslly, expecting every
moment that he might:find it to his
interest to murder hbe: After thay
had changedd apparel hewald to her;

“Little girl, if you do what 1 want
yvou to do, 1Yl not hurtyyou. Thesnext
station will be Ik and I expect ta'leave
the train thare. 1If 1 declde mot to
and any one gets into this compart-
wient, you must pretend that fyou are
a young mau. If you don't,, I'll kill
youl"

When the tmin stapped st B. the
man was nbouwt to gt out when he
caught sight ofi a poficeman standing
right wbere be nuust be passed. The
wan besitated and decdded not to risk
it. He cowered: back in the car and
remained there while the train was
at u standstll, Just before it moved
off 4 young maun in a student's cap
got into the compartment. Then the
guard loc I.ul\ the door aud the traln
woved off.

The studeut was evidently in an
amiable mood—most students are—and
as soon as be was seated took out a
cigarette aud, turning to the crlminal
whom be supposed was a woman,
asked if she objected to smaoking. The
man replied in so coarse n volee that
the student smiled, and, permission
Lelng granted, he offered Gretchen a
cigarette. She waus about to decline
when a glance from the criminal
warned ber to accept, and, taking the
cigarette, the student held a match
while she Jit it. The student fnsisted
ou opening a conversation with bher. At
the tirst sound of ber voice he looked
at her surprised and smiled again.

“You two had better change your
clothes,” Le sald, *“The woman has
the volce of @ man, while the man
hias the volee of a woman."

I'our Gretchen now began to show
signs of slckness, and the student
asked what was the matter. Gretchen
admitted that it must be the cigarette,
#luce he could not think of anything
¢lse to cause the trouble.

“I'oor little boy,"” sald the student.
“You should be at home with your
mother.”

Taking beér head in his arms, he
playfully pulled it down on to his
breast. The criminal, not relishing this
close proxlmity and fearing the girl
might commuuicate with the student,
sadd:

“Let the boy alone.”

“What business is It of yours?’ asked
tLe student haughtily. One wounld sup-
pose the boy to be a girl. I'll hug him
if 1 like.”

With that he seized Gretchen and
pulled her face down onto his chest so
vigorously that when he released her
ber mustache had fallen off.

“Well, well!” sald the astonished stu-
dent. “What's this? Are you trying
1o escape from justice ln disguise?”’

“That's 1t.” e¢rled the eriminal. “He
must be a thief.”

The student looked at the blushing,
lnnocent face of the girl, and, notieing
that her beir had partly siipped from
noder her hat where the criminal had
placed it, took hold of a coil and pulled
i down over Gretchen's shoulder.

“You're a girl,” he sald, “that's cer-
taln. Now, how about you?' he added,
looking at the other.

“A man!” And, whipping out a re-
volver, he attempted to cover the stu-
deut, but the latter, who was a re-
nowned member of the dueling corps
at his unlversity, quick as lightning
knocked up his weapon, and in the

| scuflie that followed the criminal, be-
— | ing encumbered with skirts, was over-

powered and lost bis revolver.

For the rest of the journey the sto-
dent kept the eriminal covered and got
from Gretchen a brief story of how
she bad been forced Into man's attire.
On reaching the next station the erim-
inal was turned over to the police, and
Gretchen's identity was confirmed by
telegraph.

The student proved to be the son of a
wealthy baron who kuew Gretchen's
father. This and the singular adven-
ture was quite enough to Induce an ag
quaintance, which r!pM Anto lowve,
&«nd Gretchen is now a baroness.

MARY P. WINSLOY.

A stroll up Fifth Avenue at
this season calls for the walking
length COVERT TOP COAT.
On account of distinctive style,
perfect fit, superior fabrics and
superb workmanship, New
York men wear the one labeled

AlfedBenjaminz @

MAKERS -3!% NEW YORK

The makere’ guarantes, and ours, with every
Farnuest bearing the above label
We are exclusive agents here.

THE LONDON
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ABOUT THE RAILWAYS. |

New Through Tourist Car.— An-
nouncement is made by the Rock Is-
land-Frisco system of the inauguration
of a daily through tourist car, St
Louis to Los Angeles, via Frisco line
fo Medora, Kas., thence Rock Island-
El Paso line to California, This pro-
vides an entirely new tourist ear route
to the Golden State, and with the in-
stallation of this car the Rock Island
has no than ten through tour-
lines between the east and Cali-
fornla, These cars start from Chica-
20, St. Louis, St. Paul and Minneapoiis
and run through via either the Rock
Island’s southern route by way of El
Paso, or scenic route hy way of Color-
ado.  This frequent and comprehen-
Sery provided with a view
to adequarely meeting the demand for
tourist accommodations under the very
low rates effective in September and
Octoher,
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No Sunday Excursions.—The “lid"”
will be kept on by the Burlington com-
pany as far as the operating of Sunday
excursion trains are concerned,
arder was sent out by General Traflic
Manager Eustls, of the railroad com-
pany, a few days ago, in answer to
many communieations whieh have bheen
received since the company operated
a Sunday traim for the followers of
the Marseilles Laseball team.
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Startling Mor‘tality

Statistics show startling mortality,
from appendicitis and peritonitis. To
prevent and cure these awful diseases,
there is just one reliable remedy, Dr.
King's New Life Pills. M. Flannery,
of 14 Custom House Place, Chlcago,
says: “They have noe equa] for con-
stipation and Dbillousness.” 25¢ at
Hartz & Ullemeyer, druggiuts,

Best for Children.
Mothers, be careful of the health
of your children. Look out for coughs,
rolds, croup and whooping cough, Stop

)
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EARLY SHOWING

Of Men’s and Young Men’s Fall

ideas of Men’s Fashion.
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CLOTHING

A stock that glistens with Style and
Beauty; with Smartness and Fresh-

ness and reflects the most advanced

A complete line now shown

GUSTAFSON @ HAYES’
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best Barley-Malt,

ents of

in immature beer, is removed.

Perfect Beer

HOROUGHLY filtered soft river water, the
imported Bohemian
Hops and Special Culture Yeast are the ingredi-

By lagering (ageing) not less than 4 months, every
trace of the injurious, unfermented constituents, found

Anheuser-Busch Brewing Ass’n
St. Louis, U. S. A.

Orders Promptly Filled by
A. D. Huesing, Distributor, Rock Island, Ill.

them in time—One Minule
Is the best n'mr-q_t‘.
pleasant. Contains
by all druggists.

Cough Cure
Harmless and
no opiates. Scld

THE 2D »=~ STORE OF THE TOWN,
SIEGEL’S LOAN OFFICE 32020th st, "Phone 701-X.

Rugs
and
Carpets

BUNDHAR AND
FRENCH WILTON
RUGS ANDTHE
MOST COMPLETE
LINEOFCARPETS

IN THE TRI-CITIES.
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Button-Hol;ﬁ
Any Friend

WHO HAS A BUCK'S HOT
BLAST HEATER, AND ASK
ABOUT IT.

MORE OF THESE HEATERS
ARE SOLD ON PERSONAL
RECOMMENDATION THAN
ANY OTHER MAKE.

ONE SELLS ANOTHER.

BURNS THE CHEAPEST
KIND OF COAL AND SLACK

THE SAME AS HIGH PRICE
COAL,

THIS WILL BE DEMONSTRATED IN FRONT OF OUR STORE WED-
NESDAY, SEPT. 27.

EVERYBODY GETS A CHANCE TO WIN THIS HEATER. COME AND
GET A TICKET, FREE.

STOVE WILL BE AWARDED SEPT. 27, AT 4 P. M,
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Fall
Furniture

FOR THIS FALL'S
FURNITURE WE ARE
SHOWING A MORE
COMPLETE AND FIN.
ER LINE THAN EV-
ER. IT WILL PAY
YOU TO COME AND

LOOKAT OUR LINES.




