
Was It Written ByHionas Rune?

since the Revolution there
eTER been a tradition In certain

of the country that the
real author of the Declaration

fof Independence was Thomas Paine.
fThe storm of opprobrium that beat up-
on Paine's name because of his reli-
gious writings almost eradicated this
tradition.

Bat now that there is a marked
tendency to do justice to his unques-
tioned services to liberty the legend
Las revived. It should be said In the
outset that with the religious contro-
versy concerning Paine this article has
nothing to do. Ilis writings on that
tsubject did not appear till near the
end of his life. All the most active
years of his manhood were spent in
the domain of politics, and the jolitI-ca- l

works of which he was the author
are mnch more numerous and volumi
nous than those on theology. It is be-
yond fjuestiou that he wrought power-
fully for the rights of man not only in
America, but in France and England;
that lie risked imprisonment and even
life in doing, so and that the Americau
nense of justice and fair play can be
trusted to give recognition to these
services on their own merit. Passing
all that by, the. inquiry into the au-

thorship of the Declaration of Inde-lK?nden- ce

is of sufficient interest to
warrant a dispassionate Investigation.
Reverting to the tradition connecting
I'aine with that document, it is a sig-

nificant fact that a newspaper of New-nr- k,

N. J., nearly a century ago threat-
ened to divulge the name of the real
author of the Declaration and there
tated that he was a well known writ

rr and used other terms in describing
him that could have referred to no one
else than Paine. A further fact of in-

terest is that the friendship between
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I'aine and Jefferson continued unbro-
ken to. the end. Jefferson sending a
.warship to bring I'aine to this country.
Another fact that may have some bear-
ing on the matter is that Jefferson
never claimed to le the author of the
document until near the end of his
life, which was years after I'aine's
death, and even then in sliirhtly am-

biguous terms, which are capable of
an Interpretation that will b3 brought
out later.

The evidence on which the claim of
I'aine's authorship rests is Internal,
however, and must be found in the
document itself. Several pamphlets
and books have been written on the
subject In the last thirty years. Prom-
inent among those who have supported
the Talne theory may be mentioned
William Henry Burr and Van Buren
Denslow, students and authors of rec-
ognized ability.

In the first draft of the Declaration
occurred the words, "Scotch and for-
eign mercenaries." This offended some
members of the Continents) congress
of Scotch extraction, and they
bo strongly that the words "Scotch
and" were stricken out. Now, Jeffer-
son not only had no antipathy against
the Scotch, but was rather prejudiced
In their favor, having had two Scotch
tutors, so that he could scarcely have
written a clause so reflecting on them,
but Paine was known to dislike the
Scotch, hpvfng expressed that dislike
in his writings and private conversa-
tions. Nor is this the only'or even the
most conclusive connected
with this passage. Jefferson In later
years In writing of It showed that be
was not sufficiently familiar with this
first draft of the Declaration to quote It
correctly, for he gave It, "Scotch and
other foreign auxiliaries." Is It proba-
ble If h had been the author of it that
he would have made the mistake of in--
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jectlng the word "other" and misquot-
ing "auxiliaries" for "mercenaries?"
The very of "other" is sig-

nificant, for Jefferson, having been
bora In would naturally look
on the Scotch as foreign and would
therefore say "Scotch and other for-
eign," etc., but the author of that pas-
sage in the original Declaration evident-
ly had another viewpoint, for he said
"Scotch and foreign mercenaries." in-

dicating that he did not think of the
Scotch as foreigners. Now, Taine was
an Englishman, and whatever his
prejudice against the Scotch might
have twen, a prejudice somewhat com-
mon among Englishmen of that day,
he would not regard them as foreign-
ers, Scotland and Kuglatrtl being united
in a common government.

Another passage in the original Dec-
laration of Independence censured
King tJeorge for introducing the slave
trade into the colonies, asserting that
this traffic, which had been the re-

proach of "infidel" countries, was thus
condoned by "a Christian king." This
passage was likewise expurgated by
congress, as It gave offense to some of
the southern members. Now, while
Jefferson iu later life deplored the ex-

istence of slavery, it is hardly possible
that at this time he would have inject-
ed suxh language Into a state paper.
Nor is It likely that he would have
made the veiled thrust at Christianity
contained in the sarcastic reference to
"a Christian king." That was not Jef-
ferson's style. Rut it was Paine's style.
Also the sentiments are his. Already
In the Pennsylvania Magazine he had
written against slavery. Jefferson, not-
withstanding his advanced notions,
was not without policy, and there Is
no policy in this paragraph. Rut Paine
spoke his mind regardless of policy.
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One of the most surprising things
alout the Declaration of Independence
is that it makes but slight reference
to the subject of taxation, despite the
fact that the first troubles between the
colonists and the mother country had
been over the stamp act and "no tax-
ation without representation" had be-
come the American rallying cry. Jef-
ferson had no peculiar bias that
would have caused him to make so not-
able an omission, but Paine had. He
regnrded the taxation issue as trivial
and as being too mercenary to
worthy of so much attention. These
sentiments are freely expressed in his
writings. Liberty and independence
were the great shibboleths with him,
and these are always the keynotes
sounded in the Declaration. Moreover,
the ideas throughout the document are
those of Taine. Ilis ideas of govern-
ment, as embodied in his "Common
Sense," ideas which were then consid-
ered peculiar, are found in the Declara-
tion of Independence. His theories as
to equality, as to the rights of man and
as to the right of rebellion not only in
this particular instance, but generally,
are all stated in that Instrument. Not
only so. but the methods of expression
are startlingly like those In his publish-
ed works. The style is not the schol-
arly, easy and pleasing one of Jeffer-
son, but the terse, epigrammatic, force-
ful one of Paine.

The manner of piling up the indict-
ments against the king, charge upon
charge, until tbr became a very moun-
tain of evidence, is the well known
method of Taine. not that of Jefferson.
The employment of certain words In,
peculiar ways, such as "decent,"
"equal," "rights," "happiness" and
many more found in the document. Is
significant, for these were stock words
with I'aine. and he used tbetn in Just
the ways they rvere used here. The
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reference to "nature and nature's God"
is In perfect keeping with Paine's well
known delstical notions and startlingly
calls to mind bis eloquent apostrophe
to the revelation of God found in na-
ture. There are thtre references to the
Creator in the Declaration, and they
are all very like Paine, who through-
out his political works Is constantly
making similar utterances. Jefferson,
Avhile a deist also, hardly ever makes
a mention of God in his political writ-
ings.

Most of the above considerations are
urged by Denslow and Rurr, but there
is one little piece of evidence that seem-
ingly has escaped these authors which
to the writer seems the most conclusive
of all. It is the use of the word "hath."
which occurs in the preamble of the
document. Scholarly Jefferson In all
his writings is never known to have
employed this archaic verb ending,
while Thomas Paine used it frequent-
ly and In just such a connection as it
is found in here. That may seem u
small thing, but it Is just such a clew
as a detective selects to work out a
case. It is like the bone of a prehis-
toric monster from which the scientist
constructs the entire skeleton.

The most probable theory of the writ-
ing of this most famous of political
manifestoes is as follows: After the
publication of "Common Sense," which
had fired the colonies for separation,
Paine urged the step in season and out
of season. What more natural than
that he should have framed a paper
that could be adopted by congress as
its reasons for independence? After
writing such paper he would naturally
read It to some of hrs cronies. Two of
his most famillarVriends were Jeffer-
son and Franklin. When these two
were appointed on the committee, what
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more probable than that they should
have gone to Paiue to get his draft.
Using this as a basis, Jefferson could
have written the copy presented to con-
gress. Some words he would doubtless
change. Probably he would frame In-

troductory and closing sentences. This
theory would be in keeping with Jef-
ferson's own utterances on the subject.
It was years after that he made the
first reference to the matter. Then he
only said: "The committee for drawing
the Declaration of Independence de-

sired me to do it. It was accordingly
done, and, being approved by them, I
reported it to the house on Friday, the
IMth of June." It was not till just be-

fore his death that he said, "I wrote
it." In a manual sense that was doubt-
less true. The opening and closing sen-
tences and certain alterations he may
have actually originated, but as to the
main body of the document it can be
said as It was said of old: "The hand
is the hand of Esau, but the voice Is
the voice of Jacob." The hand Is the
hand of Jefferson, but the voice Is the
voice of Thomas Paine.

The fact that Paine never claimed
the authorship is In perfect keeping
with his character. He was ever a
most secretive man. Most of his works
at this stage in his career were anony-
mous. "Common Sense" was published
anonymously, and "The Crisis" practi-
cally so. nis contributions to the Penn-
sylvania Magazine were signed by fic-
titious names and initials. Many let-
ters lie is known to l".ve written and
ofhers that are believed to be his he
never acknowledged to the time of his
death.

Moreover, to have made this claim
in relation to the Declaration of In-
dependence would have embarrassed
his friend, Jefferson, which, both for
personal and political reasons, he would
have been unwilling to do.
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With a Big Display of Fireworks in the Evening. Spend your Fourth at the Tower.

TWO BANDS OF MUSIC.
Dancing, Afternoon and Evening. The Wonderful Figure 8, or Roller Coaster. See

the Great Air Ship, or Circle Swing Lit up with 500 Electric Lights.
Shoot the Chutes. And our Penny Arcade is certainly

an Amazing Attraction.
Music by Ogdens Orchestra Afternoon and Evening. Also Prof. Shank's Special Se-

lection of Moving Pictures Every Night.

Go With the Crowds to the Tower
Plenty

Both Phones.

utiRer
and the

fourth of July
By CanUam R. COaltcrs

Copyright, 1906, by C. N Lurie.
T is peculiarly appropriate to link

the name of Bunker Hill with
the Fourth of July, for it was
that battle which nerved the

colonies to resistance and made the
Declaration of .Independence possible.

QEiVin) ARMY

it 13 rrje tnat tiie famous fight oc-

curred over a year lefore the issuance
of our charter of liberty and that many
Important events Intervened, but the
spirit engendered by that glorious de-

feat, Jf defeat It may be called, was
the same spirit embodied In the Decla-
ration. Lexington and Bunker Hill,
together with Thomas Paine's bugle
call In "Common Sense." had turned
men's minds toward separation. Bunk-
er Hill had shown the world that the
Yankees would fight It had strength-
ened the timid and faltering, had
brought the. colonies .closer together

of Tables and Benches for Picnic Parties. Come
Yourself and Bring Your Families.

and Had made a peaceful reconciliation
impossible. The fighting blood was up
on bo'h sides and the only possible
outcome was subjugation o; liberty.

The battle of Bunker Hill was fought
on June 17, 1775. Kadi anniversary of
the daj-- is stiil celebrated it: and around
Boston and in other parts of the coun-
try. In Charlestown, which was burn-
ed at the time of the light. June 17 Is
especially an occasion of patriotic ar-
dor. The great monument on the hill
that then was just above, but now is
within, the town is ihere to remind the
citizens of the significance of the anni-versary, aioreover, a constant sir-vi-

of visitors comes at all thins of the
year tn look on the celebrated field,
and especially on June 17. Craud
ArniT k)dras make it a gathering place.
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VETERANS AT BUNKER HILL

other patriotic societies meet at the
monument and tourists from all parts
of the earth drop off here to witness a
scene that is cherished by lovers of
freedom In ail lands. So the Charles-tow- n

folk could not forget even if
they wished to do so, and they have
never evinced such a desire.

Many of the Bunker Hill celebrations
are historic. One of these was at the
laying of the cornerstone of the monu-
ment, when Daniel Webster delivered
his celebrated oration. Another was at
the time the monument was completed,
when Webster was again the ora.t6r. A

H. E. KRELL, Mgr.

tin ru was at trie centennial ceieDraiion
of the battle, which occurred on Juue
17, 1S7"). On more than one occasion
Edward Everett delivered notable ad-

dresses in commemoration of the day,
as did also many other famous speak-
ers. Most of the presidents have visited
the muniment, us also have the great
of f,v-ig- :i lands, among the number
being Lafayette and King Edward
VII. when he was Prince of "Wales.
On Ihe occasion of the prince's advent
the novel spectacle was presented of a
British flag hung out of one window
of the shaft. While the stars and stripes
waved from the opposite window. Dnr-ii:- g

the civil war a tall flagstaff was
erected on top of the great shaft, from
which an immense American flag was
unfurled. In the interior of the rjiinn- -
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meat are two old cannons, named the
Hancock and the Adams, that belched
forth their defiance of fJeorge III. In
"the times that tried men's rduIs."

The Bunker Hill of today Is not much
as it was 131 years ajro. The name is
the same and the natural features, but
all else is changed. Now the park in
which the monument stands is closely
skirted about by the city. The bay Is
yet le!ow, from which the British
ships shelled the redoubts and burned
Charlestown, but It is a very peaceful
looking bay. Warlike craft are still iu
evidence now and then, but they .are

and Enjoy

t.ncle Sam's vessels for the most part
and harbor no design more hofdilo
than those of jackics ambitious to
celebrate or to paint the town th
color cf a British soldier's coat. Tin
only, guns heard now are those of
salutes; the only soldiers seen ar
those who come In reverence; the only
marching done Is that In the memorial
parades. The nation for which Bunker
Hill stands is somewhat more puissant
and formidable than were tin feeblu
colonies of 1775. and If they were nblo
to defend themselves Charlestown ami
her historic height can rest in a hun-
dredfold greater security now that they
have back of them the protection of J.he
great republic.

Celebrations of Bunker Hill day am
often quite olaltorate. Sometimes they
are made festival occasions and elabo-
rate floats are driven through the
ptreets. At other times militia and ca-

det companies are called out, the school
children march ami give hhrlll cheer
for freedom, or the I'ulted States gov-

ernment sends battleships and great
armored cruisers In order that tbo
marines may help make the occasion
memorable. Orand Army lodges are
nearly always in evidence. Daughter
of the Revolution loud a feminine
charm to the scene and everybody
grows Joyful and misty eyed by turns
as toine orator tells the old tdory of
how Warren fell or the Yankee farm-
ers waited until Uiey saw the whites
of the approaching redcoats' eyes.
June 17 Is a great day, my countrymen,
and it Is fitting that we give a thought
to Bunker Hill as we 6hoot our crack-
ers and rockets on each Fourth of
July.
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MXb rerfect rood"

Some food is good to cat
but not healthful. Other
food is healthful but not
good to eat. Malta --Vita
is both healthful and good
to eat. It is all of the wheat
and contains every element
necessary to the sustenance of
the human body. It develops
and nourishes the brain, the
nerves, the bones, the muscle
and the blood. It fills all the
requirements of a food. And
it's so fresh and crisp! Just
the best you ever tasted and
it's always ready to eat.
Now lO cents. All Grocers.


