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who feel the burden
by the various

Instabilities that seem to
be a feature of what Is known

as "presidential year" may console
themselves that "there are others."
They may even congratulate them-
selves that In this model republic the
change of administration Is accom-
plished without actual revolution, the
well established method of the Latin-Americ- an

governments to the south of
us.

When the men who fashioned this
republic made George Washington Its
president, they were patterning after
no existing form of government on the
face of the globe. They had only the
magnificent experiments of the Greeks
and Romans to guide them, splendid
failures that they were, and the more
or less encouraging Imitations furnish-
ed by the Venetians and the other south
European republic makers. It was a
brave putting Into effect of the theo-
ries which had long been domiciled in
the breasts of patriots of every race.

When, In 1789, the political fathers
of this country decided to make the ex-
periment of choosing one of their num-
ber for Its president. It was only the
beginning of a problem which was to be
demonstrated. It has been worked out
so exactly and so successfully that at
the present time there are no fewer than
twenty executive heads of govern-
ments In the new world who are presi-
dents. In fact, this title Is now borne
by every head of an Independent gov-
ernment In the western world.

The fashion has not made such re-
markable headway in the old world.
France, which had experimented pre-
viously, is again following la mode
Amerlcaine under Fallieres, and Swit
zerland Is prospering under the rule of
President Brenner. Those are the only
European states of importance which
have acquired the president habit, but
there are at least two others of minor
Interest. One of these Is San Marino,
which has been a sort of republic for
so long that the time of its beginning
Is a matter of dispute. As If to com-
pensate Itself for its miniature con-
ditions it has an area of only twenty-tw- o

miles and apopulation of about
10,000 San Marino maintains two
presidents. Nor is that the most re- -

LEADER OF TOBACCO GROWERS.
Clarence Le Bus is the man who is

at the head of the organized tobacco
growers of Kentucky and Tennessee in

thelr fight against monopoly. The pro-
ducers in the famous "Black Belt"
need a Moses to lead them out of the

. wilderness in which they have been
' wandering for so. long a time. '

HOW CHARACTER CAN BE READ.
Is your step slow and measured, the

toes turned and the legs straightened?
Then It, Is a fair deduction that you
are proud. A gentle and reflective
mind is Indicated by slow steps, both
long and -- short. . Preoccupied, absent- -
minded persons usually possess turned
In toes. Quick steps show energy and
agitation, while wavering steps betray
hesitation and Indecision. - Curiosity

'and discretion are symbolized by. tiptoe
walking. : If you are obstinate, you will
walk heavily and slowly and keep the
feet firmly and flatly on the ground.
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markable political feature of the
plucky little republic. It not only in-

sists on providing itself with two chief
magistrates, but they must be brand
new every six months. Were the San
Marino system to be adopted In this
country the woes 6t those who are now
sufferers from the all too speedy re-

turn of the four year period would be
augmented distressingly. The remain-
ing European republic is Andorra, a
little state perched among the Pyre-
nees, which has been independent since
the days of Charlemagne. With an
area of about 150 miles, it maintains a
democratic form of government, being
ruled by twenty-fou- r consuls.
New World Presidents.

It Is the presidents of all the Ameri:
cas. however, who are of importance
In this discussion. As a nation we arc
so Immersed in the contemplation of
our own good 1'ortune in the matter of
securing satisfactory rulers that we
bother ourselves but little concerning
the presidents of the various great
states to the south of us.

To begin with the oldest, it may be
said of Ndrd Alexis, president of Haiti,
that he is far and away the most pic-tuesq- ue

among the twenty presidents
of the new world. Originally a giant
in physical appearance, his "ninety-thre- e

years of strenuous living have
bowed his once erect form and shriv-
eled his skin almost into parchment.
Thus far. however, he shows not the
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slightest sign of relaxing his iron grip
on the of his long suffering
country. has a' record, a. very
bad one. It seems incredible In this
age, but those who'are in a position to
know assert that this old negro presi-
dent is probably the most "undesirable
citizen" of a republic which possesses
a surfeit of such.Vthat he is endowed
with a positive thirst for the shedding
of. blood and that he is not at all par-
ticular as to blood it may hap-
pen to be. He is also an out and out
voodoo worshiper, and Is known to
have been the high priest of supersti-
tious and bloody rites that are entirely
foreign to the duties of a president as
they are understood farther north.
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. the new bayonet recently - by war
The weapon formidable with long rapier-lik- e blade

that la capable of great mischief. Both the French and Japanese in-
fantry with bayonets.' '

.
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Alexis Is one of the three negro presi-
dents, the others being his neighbor
the executive of the Dominican Repub-
lic and the very respectable President
Arthur Barclay of
An Admirable Executive.- -

. It Is a relief to turn from the bar-
barities of the old savage who rules
Haiti with the despotism of
dictator to the' admirable administra-
tion of Alfonso, the and

chief .magistrate of the great
republic of Brazil. He Is unique
among the Latin-Americ- an presidents
from the fact that he is a man of
peace. His record is In
every respect. He has never been en

SELECTED FROM A HOST OF INTERESTING THINGS
THE CRAWLING CURE FOR SPINAL CURVATURE AT A LONDON HOSPITAL.
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The picture illu.st"? les a new cure for spinal curvature which ' is being exploited extensively by a'Xondon hos
pital. The crawling excises are practiced three times a and last for about twenty minutes time. So
far the patients hav been girls, who are more subject to the disease than boys, and results

NEW BAYONET

The picture" shows adopted the British
office. new is a affair, a

doing
are equipped similar ' ; - ?
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Liberia.

a vicious

penna,' capable
dignified

admirable

THE MAGNET AND THE EYE.
' In twenty-seve- n years( Dr. J. Hirsh-ber- g,

a 'German' oculist, has used the
magrie'f In '347ppiatf6n. tor removing
particles 'from .the 'eye', 71m the space
of eight years he performed the opera-
tion 'slxtyr-fourtlmes- ; securing in thirty--

six cases' good vision, promisef ul of
permanency. In nine of the thirty-si- x

cases the bit of Iron was removed from
the vitreous," in twenty-seve- n from the
retina. Twenty-two were fresh cases
and fourteen were old. twenty-tw- o

of the.sixty-fou- r cases' the Injured eye
had to be taken . out, ; the Iron - pieces
being large or blood poisoning fellow
ing the injury. - , : ' - f v:

Barc1ay,Liberia
gaged In any of the plotting and plan-
ning so characteristic of tropical poli-
cies and has never been in sympathy
with revolution in any form. When
the Brazilians were scheming to get
rid of old Dum Pedro. Penna kept aloof
from their deliberations and would not
even consent to discuss the overthrew
of the monarchy: After the abduction
he made no effortto connect himself
with public affairs, although there was
a demand for his services from all
parts pf the republic. An ardent re-
publican, he continued to' teach po-

litical economy In the university, and
when he was elected vice president he
did not give up his classes. In 1906
Penna was made president of the re-
public, and so quietly ..and. satisfac-
torily has- he conducted Brazilian mat-
ters of state that the revolutionary
idea seems to have died out entirely.

No other president of the southern
republics has achieved his heart's dt-Bi- re

without serious- - opposition. - Even
the genius of a Porfirio Diaz did not
succeed In making its possessor domi-
nant in Mexico until he had made him-
self the winner in at least one revolu

tion, and most of the others have been
the central figures in two or three.
Ismael Montes, president of Bolivia,
was a law student when the war be-
tween his country and Chile broke out.
and he threw down his books and en-
listed as a private soldier in the vol-
unteer army. He fought to such good
purpose thit when he returned to his
law studies he was entitled to be ad-
dressed as captain. Although he pre-
fers to be knov.--n as a man of peace. It
is a fact that President Montes has
twice led his army against Brazil to
settle a territorial boundary dispute.
'Jose Pardo, president of Peru, who

made himself so agreeable during the
recent call of the United States fleet at
Callao. is also a lawyer. He is regard-
ed In Washington as one of the bst
friends of the United States In South
America. The president elect. Au-gus- to

B. Leguia. is equally outspoken
in his admiration of things American.
Leguia spent several years of his early
life in New Tork city, being employed
by a life insurance company. He has
been prime minister during Pardo's
administration.
Some Are Heroes.

Some of these southern presidents
have been the heroes of many narrow
escapes. Manuel Amador, head of the
republic of Panama, who entertained
Mr. Roosevelt and his party on their
visit to the canal zone, has been com-
pelled to avail himself of more than
one undignified ruse in order to save
his neck. "At one time he made his
way across the isthmus in a lard bar-
rel. Jose S. Zelaya, president of Nica-
ragua, literally fought his way Into
the presidential chair. One day after
he had led the army of the republic to
a fiercely contested victory he strode
into the presence of the president and
his cabinet, a revolver in either hand,
and announced to the astounded
statesmen that Jie had not been fight-
ing altogether for glory; that he had
made up his mind to try the presl1-denc- y

for awhile. An election was held
immediately, and there was no oppo-
sition to Jose ,S. Zelaya.

Zelaya and his fellow dictator of
Guatemala. Manuel Estrada Cabrera,
seem to have made' Central America
practically their own. They are both
brilliant men after the Latin-America- n

fashion, and it cannot be denied that
they have done much 'to benefit their
respective states. During Cabrera's
first term he showed a good deal of
energy in promoting various industrial
enterprises, and things began to as-
sume a prosperous aspect quite foreign

MONT ST. MICHEL, THREATENED WITH DESTRUCTION.

The picturesque middle age buildings on Mont St. Michel, off the coast of
Brittany, are now threatened with destruction by the sea. Thirty years ago a
dike connecting the island with the mainland was built, and the effect has been
to transform the waves Into battering rams, which have undermined the walla.
A movement for Its preservation has been set on foot..

AN OLD TIME DOUBLE HULLED STEAMBOAT.

The engine of the' boat" shown In the picture was built in 17 88 by William
Symington for Patrick Miller, who placed It on the deck of' a double bulled
pleasure boat. This boat, was operated on Dalswinton loch at a speed of five
miles an hour. ; This : was nineteen years before Fulton launched the Clermont

to that part of the world. Most of the
great things expected of Cabrera have
not come to pass. Those who are In a
position to know declare that this la
not the fault of the president; that ha
is actually obliged to devote ail of his
energy to the business of keeping him-
self from being assassinated. His ana-ml- es

have dubbed him "the Nero of
modern times," and his numerous exe-
cutions of political offenders lend a
touch of appropriateness to the title.
Still. It must be remembered that the
instinct of self preservation Is strong.
A Good Business Man.

Most' of these southern chief magis-
trates have really manifested some de-
sire to "make good. For example.
President Eloy Alfaro of Ecuador, who
has been the chief promoter and ac-
tive manager of more revolutions than
any man in South America, which Is
saying much, made up his mind that
what his state really needed was a
railroad through the mountains. Th
most famous European enginears had
declared these same mountains to be
impenetrable, but Alfaro did not re-
gard their opinion as final. Instead ha
made a, great effort to get American
capital interested in the scheme and
succeeded. Then he imported a Yan-
kee engineer, and in an incredibly short
time that wonderful feat known as the
Guayaquil and Quito railroad was ac-
complished. This work has been of In-
estimable benefit to Ecuador, and Al-
faro deserves the credit. This enter-
prising Latin-Americ- an has also
proved himself to be no mean dabbler
in political matters. He has put his
country on a gold-- basis, paid oft the
national debt and separated church
from" state.

Jose Figueroa Alcorta, president of
the Argentine Republic, is a scholar,
formerly a professor in the University
of San Carlos. Rafael Reyes, president
of Colombia, is one of the most famout
and successful explorers of modern
times. Fully a dozen years of his Ufa
have been spent In the interior of the
South American continent. He bas
made the toilsome journey from ocean
to ocean through the unknown stretch-
es of the Amazon country, crossing
mountains and rivers never before seen
by a white man. One of his achieve-
ments, was to make a foot tour of a
thousand miles to the headwaters of
the Amason. From the headwaters of
the Parana river. In Brazil, he paddled
in a canoe to the city of Buenos Aires,
a distance of over 1,500 miles.

Altogether the presidents of the
other American states are among the
best specimens of their various races.
Some of them are men who would be
a great credit to any country.

THOMAS F. RICE.

GLADYS' MOTHER-IN-LA-

The Countess Imrene ' SzechenyL
mother-in-la- w of the American wife ot
Count Laszio, formerly Gladys Vander-bil- t,

is one of the most influential wo- -

men in Hungary. She Is reputed to ba
on excellent terms with her new daugh-
ter and makes it' a point to appear
with her in public at every oppor-
tunity.

SEEING THE INVISIBLE.
The surprising results obtained re-

cently by means of the new kinds of
glass -- manufactured at Jena. ' which
permit the passage of ultra violet rays
invisible to tho eye, but capable of af-
fecting a photographic plate, are well
Illustrated .by telescopic photographs
of the constellation" Lyra. Ona of
these, made with an objective of ordi-
nary glass,, shows 351 stars; another,
made with an objective composed of
the new glass and - having - the aama
time of exposure, shows In the aama
field of view 619 stars. It Is hoped that
by means of larger objective still mora '

surprising . results ' may be . obtained.
'Another., method of photographing' by '

invisible radiations constats in batn--(
ing the plates with certain solutions,
which render them sensitive to the In-

fra red rays of the spectrum. .
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