
Pianos of Quality
Don't come to this store expecting to find junk, or cheap, worthless

pianos, placed on the floor ' for the purpose of creating a sensation.

You will be disappointed.

The manufacturers who are conducting this sale (named below) are

business concerns of the very highest commercial standing, represent-

ing a combined capital of $30,000,000. They are collectively and in-

dividually behind every sale,' and guarantee to you that every piano

in this stock is an instrument of high merit, made by manufacturers

of high standing and worth from 50 to 100 per cent more than we

are selling them for.

I offer no apology for speaking upon
a religious theme, for it is the most
universal of all themes. If I addressed
you upon the subject of law, I might
interest the lawyers. If I discussed
the science of mecficine, I might inter-
est the physicians. In like manner
merchants might he interested in a
talk on commerce and farmers in a
discussion of agriculture. But none of
these subjects appeals to all. Even the
science of government, though broader
than any profession or occupation.
does not embrace the whole sum' of
life, and those who think upon it differ
so among themselves that I could not
speak upon the subject so as to please
apart without offending others. While
to me the science of government is in-

tensely absorbing, I recognize that the
most Important things in life lie out-

side of the realm of government and
that more depends upon what the indi
vidual does for himself than upon what
the government does or can do for
him. Men can be miserable under the
best government, and they can be
happy under the worst government.

Government affects but a part of the
life which we live here and does not
touch at all the life beyond, while re-

ligion touches the infinite circle of ex
istence as well as the small arc of that
circle which we spend on earth. No
greater theme, therefore, can engage
our attention. 4

Man is a religious being. The heart
instinctively seeks for a God. Man is
essentially devout.

There are honest doubters whose
sincerity we recognize and respect, but
occasionally I find young men who
think it smart to be skeptical. They
talk a9 if it were an evidence of larger

:

intelligence to scoff at creeds and re-

fuse to connect themselves with
churches. They call themselves "lib-

eral, 'as if a Christion were narrow
' minded. To these young men I desire

to address myself.
HeliRion the RshIm of Morality.

Even some older people profess to
. regard religion as a superstition, par-

donable in the ignorantbut unworthy
of the educated, a mental state which
one can and should outgrow. Those
who hold this view look down with
mild contempt upon such as give to
religion a definite- - place in their
thoughts and lives. They assume an
intellectual superiority and often take
little pains to conceal the assumption.

Religion has been defined as the re-

lation Which man fixes between him-

self and his God and morality as the
outward manifestation of this relation.
Every one by the time he reaches ma-
turity has fixed some relation between
himself and 'God; 'and - w material
change in, this relation can take place
wunout a revolution in trie man, ior
this relation--is-. the most potent influ- -
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dividuals. Materialists have attempted
j to build up a system of moralityupon
t the basis of enlightened self interest.'
: They would" "have man figure out by

mathematics that it pays hinr-t- o ab- -

stain .from wrongdoing; they would
even inject an element o selfishness
Into altruism. But the moral system

r ciaboratjpd by the materialists has sev- -

eral defects. First, its virtues are bor
rowed from .moral-system- s based upon
' religion.'Second, as it rests upon argu- -

ment rather than upon authority It
, djeg not appeal to the young, and by
t ty'e time the young are able to follow

their reason they have already become
set in their ways. Our laws do not
permit a young man to dispose of real
estate until he is 21. Why this re-

straint? Because his reason is largely
molded by the environment of his
youth. Third, one never knows just
how much of his decision is due to
reason and how much is due to passion
or to selfish intent. We recognize
the bias of self restraint when we ex-

clude from the jury every man, no
matter how reasonable or upright he
may be, who has a pecuniary interest
in the result of the trial. And fourth,
one whose mortality is based upon a
nice calculation of benefits to be se-

cured spends time figuring that he
should spend in action.

Morality is the power of endurance
in man, and a religion which teaches
personal responsibility to God gives
strength to morality. There is a pow-
erful restraining influence in the be-

lief that an all seeing eye scrutinizes
every thought and word and act of the
individual.

There are difficulties to be encoun-
tered in religion, but there are diff-
iculties to be encountered everywhere.
I passed through a period of skep-
ticism when I was in college, and I
have been glad ever since that I be-

came a member of the church before
I left home for college, for it helped
me during those trying days. The
college days cover the dangerous
period in the young man's life. It is
when he is just come into possession
of his powers, when he feels stronger
than he ever feels afterward and
thinks he knows more than he ever
does know. .

It was at this period that I was con
fused by the different theories of crea-
tion. But I examined these theories
and found .that they all assumed some-
thing to begin with. The nebular hy-
pothesis, for instance, assumes that
matter and force existed, matter in
particles infinitely fine and "each par
ticle separated from every other parti-
cle by space infinitely great. Begin-
ning with 'this assumption, force work-
ing on matter, according to this hy-

pothesis, creates a universe. Well, I
have a right to assume' and I prefer
to assume a Designer back of the de-

sign, a Creator back of creation, and,
no matter how long you draw out the
process of creation,' so long as God
stands back of it you cannot shake my
faith in Jehovah. In Genesis it ia
written that in the beginning God cre-

ated the heavens and the earth, and
I can stand on that proposition until I
find some theory of creation that goes
further back than "the beginning."

I do not carry the doctrine of evolu-
tion as far as some do. I have not yet
been able to convince myself that man
is a lineal descendant of the lower an-
imals. I do not mean to find fault with
you, if you want to accept It. ,. AH I
mean to say is that, while you may
trace' your ancestry back to the mon-
key if you find pleasure or pride in do- -
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ing so, you shall not connect me with
your family tree without more evi-- J

dence than has yet been It
is true that man in some

the beast, but man
has a mind as well as a body and a
soul as well as a mind. The mind is
greater than the body, and the soul is
greater than the mind, and I object
to having one's traced on one-thir- d

of him only, and that the lowest
third.

One does not escape from
ty this theory, for a

it does not explain he origin of life.
When the follower . of Darwin has
traced the germ of life back to the
lowest form in which it appears, and
to follow him one must exercise more
faith than religion calls for, he finds
that scientists differ. Some believe
that the first germ of life came from
another planet, and others hold that it
was the result of

If I were to accept one of
these theories, I would prefer the first,
for if we can chase the germ of life
off this planet and get it out into space
we can guess the rest of the way and
no one can us, but if we
accept the doctrine of

we cannot explain why spon
taneous ceased to act after
the first germ was created. i

Go back as far as we may, we can
not escape from the creative act, and
it is just as easy for me to believe that
God created man as he is as to believe
that millions of years ago he created
a germ of life and endowed it with
power to into all that we see
today. But I object to the
theory until more proof is

because I fear we shall lose
the of God's presence in
our daily life if we must assume that
through all the ages no force
has touched the life of man or shaped
the destiny of nations But there is
another The the
ory man as his
present by the of
the law of hate the law by
which th Ktrnnp- crowd out and kill

' off the weak. If this is the law of our
j then, if there is any logic
' than can bind the .human mind, we
shall turn toward the beast
in as we the law
of love. How can hatred be the law of

when nations have
in as they nave
from that law and the

law of love?'
But I do not. accept the

theory I shall not quarrel with
you about it. I refer to it only to re-

mind you that it does not solve the
mystery of life or human prog,
ress. I fear that some have
it in the hope of from the

but why should the miracle
us? It me once, and

I am inclined to think that it is one of
the test with the
Why Shouldn't Miracle Be

Christ cannot be from the
Hi3 birth, his . minst ra

tions and his all involve
the and the change which
his religion works in the human hjeart

, is' a the
and Christ merely a

human being and his gospel is
of divine

The miracle raises two
"Can God perform a and
"Would he want to?" The first is easy
id answer. A God who can make a
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world can do anything he wantsto do,
with it. The power to perform mira-
cles is necessarily implied in the pow-- j its
er to create. But would God want to
perform a miracle? This is the ques-- J

tion which has given most. of the trou-- !

ble. The more I have considered it J

tne less lncuueu i am to answer in me 40
negative. To say that God would not
perform a miracle is to assume a more by
intimate knowledge of God's plans and
purposes than I can claim to have. I
will not deny that GoJ does perform

miracle or may perform one merely
because I do not know how or why he It
does it. The fact that we are constant-
ly learning of .the existence of new
forces suggests the possibility that a
God may operate through forces yet
unknown to us, and the mysteries
with which we deal every day warn
me that faith is as necessary as sight.
Who would have credited a century
ago the stories that are now told of
the wonder working etectricity? For
ages man had known the lightning,
but only to fear it. Xow this invisible
current is generated by a man made
machine, imprisoned in a man made
wire and made to do the bidding of
man. The miracle is not more myster-
ious than many of the things with
which man now deals. It is simply
different.

It is sometimes said that God could
not suspend one of his laws without
stopping the universe, but do we not
suspend or overcome the law of grav:
itation every day? Every time we
move a foot or lift a weight we tem-
porarily interfere with the operation
of the most universal of natural laws,
and yet the world is not disturbed.

Science has taught 'us so many
tnings that we are tempted to con-
clude that we know everything, but
then; is really a great unknown which
is still unexplored, and that which we
have learned ought to increase our
reverence rather than our egotism.-Scienc-

has disclosed some of the ma-
chinery of the universe, but science
has not yet revealed to us the great
secret the secret of life. It is to be
found in every blade of grass, in every
insect, in every bird and in every ani-
mal, as well as in man. Six thousand
years of recorded history, and yet we
know no more about the secret of life
than they knew in the beginning. We
live, we plan, we have bur hopes, our
fears, and yet in a moment a change

J

may come over any one of us, and this
body will become a mass of lifeless
clay. What is it that having, we live
and, having not, we are as the clod?
We know not, and yet the progress of
the race and the civilization which
w now behold are the work of men
and women who have not, solved the
mystery of their own lives. -

And our food must we understand
it before we eat it? If we refused to
eat anything until we could under-
stand the mystery of its growth, we
would die of starvation. But mystery
does not .bother us in the dining room.
Only in the church is it an obstacle.

.
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I was eating a piece of watermelon
some months ago and was struck with

beauty. I took some of the seed
and dried them and weighed them and
found that it would require some five
thousand seed to weigh a pound. And
then I applied mathematics to that

pound melon. One of these seeds
put into the ground when warmed

the sun and moistened by the rain
goes to work. It gathers from some-
where 2UO.O00 times its owii weight and
forcing this raw material through a
tiny stem,' constructs a watermelon.

covers the outside with a coating of
green, inside of the green it puts a
layer of white, and within the white

core of red. and all through the red
scatters seeds, each one capable of
continuing the work of reproduction.
Where did that little seed get its tre-
mendous power? Where did it find
its coloring matten? How did it col-

lect its flavoring extract? How did it
b'liifi a wntermelon? Until you can
explain a watermelon do not be too
sure that you can set limits to the
power of the Almighty or say just
what He would do or how He would
do it. I cannot explain the watermel-
on, but I eat it and. enjoy it.

1'ower Tlmt In Infinite nuil Divine.
Everything that grows tells a like

story of infinite power. Why should I
deny that a divine hand fed a multi
tude with a few loaves and fishes
when I see hundreds of millions fed
every year by a hand which converts
the seeds scattered over the field into
an abundant harvest? We know that
food can be multiplied in a few
mouths' time. Shall we deny the pow-
er of the Creator to eliminate the ele
ment of time when we have gone so
far in eliminating the element of
space?

But there is something even more
wonderful still, the mysterious change
that takes place in the human heart
when the man begins to hate the
things he loved and to love the things
he hated, the marvelous transforma
tion that takes place in the man who
before the change would have sacrific
ed the world for Jiis own advancement,
but who after the change would give
his life for a principle and esteem it a
privilege to make sacrifice for his con
victions. What greater miracle than
this that converts a selfish, self cen
tered human being into a center irom
which good influences flow out in
every direction! And yet this miracle
has been wrought in the heart of each
one of us, or may be wrought, and we
have seen it wrought in the hearts of
those about us. No; living in the midst
of mystery and miracles, I shall not
allow either to deprive me of the' bene-

fits of the Christian religion.
Some of those who question the mir-

acle also question the theory of atone-
ment. They assert that'it does not ac-

cord with their idea of justice for one
to die for others. Let each one bear
his own sins and the punishments due
for them, they say. The dbctrine of
vicarious suffering is not a new one.
It is as old as the race. That one
should suffer for others is one of the
most familiar of principles and we see

jthe principle illustrated eve"ry day of
our lives. i

I find, proof that man was made in
the image of his Creator in the fact
that throughout the centuries man has
been willing to die that .blessings de--!

nied to him might be enjoyed by his
children, his children's children and

. the world. '
.:,.,.".'

I The seeming paradox, "He that sav- -
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PEACE-FAM- OUS J.
eth his life shall lose it and he that
loseth his life for my sake shall find '

it," has an application wider than that!
. ; . . ...
usuuiiy given li. li is an epuome oi
history. Those who live only for them-
selves live little lives, but those who
give themselves for the advancement
of things greater than themselves find
a larger life than the one surrendered.

Instead of being an unnatural plan.
the plan of salvation is in perfect har-
mony with human nature as we under-
stand it. Sacrifice is the language of
love, and Christ in suffering for the
world .adopted the . only means of
reaching the heart, and this can be
demonstrated not only by theory but
by experience, for the story of His life
His teachings. His sufferings, and His
death has been translated into every
language and everywhere it has touch-
ed the heart.

But if I were going to present an ar
gument in favor of the divinity of
Ciirist I would not begin with mira-
cles or mystery or theory of atene-men- t.

I would begin with the fact
tat Christ lived. Christ presents an
example of purity in thought and life,
and man, conscious of his own inper-fection-s

and grieved over his short-
comings, finds inspiration in one who
was tempted in all points just as we
are and yet was without sin.

t'hrtKt mm nn Example f Humility.
Humility is a rare virtue. If one is

rich he is apt to be proud of his riches.
If he has distinguished ancestry he is
apt to be proud of his lineage. If he is
well educated he is apt to be proud of
his learning. Some one has suggested
that if one becomes humble he soon
becomes proud of his humility. Christ
however, possessed of all power, was
tl e very personification of humility.

The most difficult of all the virtues
Uo cultivate is the forgiving spirt. Re
venge seems to be natural to tne hu-
man heart. To want to get even with
an enemy is a common sin. It has
even been popular to boast of vindic-tivenes-

It was once inscribed on a
monument to a hero that he had re-
paid both friends and enemies more
than he had received. This was not
the spirit, of Christ. He taught for-
giveness, and in that incomparable
prayer which he left as a model for
our petitions he made our willingness
to forgive the measure by which, we
may claim forgiveness. He not only
taught forgiveness, but he exemplified
his teachings in his life. When those
who persecuted him brought him to
the most disgraceful of all deaths his
spirit of forgiveness rose above his
sufferings, and he prayed, "Father,
forgive them, for they know not what
they do."

What conclusion is to be drawn from
the life, the teachings and the death
of this historic figure? Reared in a
carpenter's shop, with no knowledge of
literature save Bible literature, with no
acquaintance with philosophers Irving
or with the writings of sages dead,
this young roan gathered disciples
about him, promulgated a higher code
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of morals than the world had ever
known before and proclaimed himself
the Messiah. He taught and perform-
ed miracles for a few brief months
and then was crucified. His disciples
were scattered and many of them put
to death. His claims were disputed,
his resurrection denied and his follow,
ers persecuted, and yet from this oe- -

ginning his religion has spread until
millions take his name with reverence
upon their lips and thousands have
been willing to die rather than sur-
render the faith which he put into
their hearts. How shall we account
for him? Vhat think ye'of Christ?"
It is easier to believe him divine than
to explain in any other way what he
said and did and was.

I have selected this theme that I may
present some of the reasons which lead
me to believe that Christ has fully
earned the title the Prince of Peace
and that in the years to come it will
be more and more applied to Him.
Faith in Him brings peace to the heart,
and His teachings when applied will
bring peace between man and iman.
And if He can bring peace ,to each
heart and if His creed will bring peace
throughout the earth, who will deny '
His right to be called the Prince of
Peace?

All the world is in search of peace.
Every heart that ever beat lias sought
for peace, and many have been , the
methods employed to secure it. Some
have thought to purchase it .with
riches, and they have labored tot se-
cure wealth, hoping to find peace when
they were able to go where they pleas-
ed and buy what they liked. Of those
who have endeavored to purchase
peace with money, the large majority
have failed to secure the money. But
what has been the experience of those
who. have been successful in accumu-
lating money? They all tell the same
story, viz: that they spent the first half
of their lives trying to get money from
others and the last half trying to keep
others from getting their money, and
that they found peace in neither half.
Some have even reached the point
where they find difficulty in getting
people to accept their monev. and I
know of no better . indication of the
ethical awakening in this country than
the increasing tendency to . scrutinize
the methods of money making. A long
step hi advance will have been taken
when religious, educational and char-
itable institutions refuse to condone
immoral methods in business and leave
the possessor of 111 gotten gains to
team the loneliness of life when one
prefers money to morals.
. . Some have sought peace in social
distinction; but, whether they have
been within the charmed circle and
fearful lest they might fall out, or out-
side and hopeful that they might get
in,, they have not found peace. ' ' '

Some have thought vain thought
to find peace in political prominence;
but. whether the office comes by birth,
as in monarchies, or by election, as-j-

republics, it does not bring peace. . An
office is conspicuous only when few

aii uvuu iv li. univ wnpn Tfiur in a
generation .can hope to enjoy an honor
do we call it a great honor. I am glad
that pur Heavenly Father did not make,
the peace of the human heart depend
upon the accumulation of wealth ;or
upon the securing of social or political
distinction, for in either case but few
could have enjoyed It; but when He
made peace the reward of a conscionce

(Continued on Page Nine.) :


