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Humor end Philosophy
By DUNCAN M. SMITH

CHRISTMAS.

comes but once e year.
So the almanacs declare.

Bringing quantities of cheer
the snappy winter air.

Then, if ever, is the time
Every one should play a part.

Then the tightwad in chime
should open up his heart.

It's a day for warming up.
Though the weather may. be chill. '

Pass again the loving cup;
rsever mind who foots the bill.

Business should be laid aside.
Money getting given a rest.

On the hobby take a ride
while that charger does his best.

j -
Tou were once a child of ten.

As perhaps you may recall.
you may young again

If you'll listen to the call.
Give your dignity a toss

In the discard for awhile.
Never mind the gain or

Loosen up your face and smile.

Christmas comes but once a, year.
It is not a steady date

That constantly appear,
Fcr you: daily lie in wait.

Loosen up and do it right.
Adding to the general mirth,

Making one in sight
Glad to know that you're on earth.

Not In His Interest.
"No," said the gentleman with the

crop of alfalfa his chin that looked
as though it would go ten tons to the
acre; "I cannot say that I altogether
approve of this new cent fare
passenger rate that the railroads are
making."

'And not?" asked his chance
companion. "If you will pardon me
for saying it, you do not look like a
gentleman who owned or
two as a side line, so I cannot see
where you are called on to sweat
blood over it."

"I'm not worrying over the profits or
losses of the stockholders, let me hasten
to assure you. It's myself I am think-
ing of, and how It causes me to
money." , .

'But how can It?"
'Every time I steal a ride

save only 2 cents where I used to save
3, so you can plainly see I am out a
cent a mile, which counts up on a long
Journey."

It Was Healthy.
Tes, he la of a very retiring dlspo

Bitlon, Uncle Bill is," explained the vil
lage patriarch" who had known the sub
ject all his life.

'I must say he hasn't that reputa

'Well, perhaps I do him an Injustice,
but I formed my estimate from one
time I seeu him when a bear was after
him."

When

Probably Did.
"Ue is such a whola souled fellow.

he?"
"Yes. Don't you think so?"
"Well, not quite."
"How is that?"
"Thought he needed to be half soled

before you- - could call him that."

Literary.
"She is a great lover of books."
"She is?"
"Yes."
"What kind?"
"Poeketbooks.'

PERT PARAGRAPHS.
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Some men seem
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the sole purpose
of keeping their
creditors from
dying of ennui.
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It hard to realize it, but very few
people think either our successes or
our failures are of much consequence.
If were their own, now but that's
another story.
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Of course bad
isn't

desirable thing
to have, but there
are people who
seem to have lots
of use for It

Being, fond of. her own way, wo-
man can't understand why her hus-

band isn't.'.,- -

We all wish pur friends well, but we
don't care to have them do so very well
that they can get on without our per-aca-

and advice.

We probably could bear the disgrace)
of poverty with great deal better

If It were not so horridly
uncomfortable. .
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The Argus Daily Short Story
A THREAD IN THE WOOF -- BY WALLACE SNOW.

Copyrighted, 1908, by Associated Literary Press.

rietro- - Vincenzo Riga was discour- - or open censure:
aged. It had been a bad day. In fact,
it had been a bad month. Generally
when he and Gambietta took to the
road and traveled through this section
the nickels and dimes and quarters
fell into Pietro's old felt hat in a most
alluring stream.

But this year the weather had been
for the most part rainy, and somehow
Gambietta seemingly had lost his
knack of coaxing coins from stubborn
pockets. : -

What few pleasant days there had
been had proved far from profitable,
for the dimes and nickels and quar-
ters wore conspicuous by their ab-
sence, and rietro and Gambietta must
both eat, fair wealher or dull.

In vain did they plod the dusty
highways; in vain whenever they
could find a possible audience did
Gambietta do his cumbersome tricks.

Waltz, turn somersaults, die. go
lame, wrestle with Pietro as he would,
but a few scattered pennies had lodged
in the old felt hat. Bankruptcy, grim
and ghastly, stared them in the face.

Moreover, Gambietta was growing
painfully thin, even as If he had but
recently come from one of his long
naps of hibernation, and Pietro was
beginning to learn all too frequently
tlint a handful of berries gathered
from the roadside made a most unsat-
isfactory repast

They plodded up the long hill slope,
the man shuffling along with his ihoul-der- s

stooped and his head bent and
S the bear following along at the end of

his chain, his head rolling from side
to side and his scuffling feet sending
up choking clouds of dust that set him
to wheezing and coughing In miserable
fashion.

They were nearing the top of the hill
when a wagon with a portly, well fed
man on the seat drew up beside them.
The well fed man glared at them in
undisguised contempt.

'Hey, you dago," he called, "what
jer doin' with that bear here on the
highway? Don't you know there's a
regulation against it In this town?
Scares hosses. It does! Take him
through the woods or the fields, but
keep off the roads you hear?"

rietro pulled off the old felt hat and
bowed respectfully. Then as best he
could In broken English, plentifully
Interspersed with Etruscan dialect, he
tried to make it plain that neither he
nor Gambietta would willingly or
knowingly transgress the law. But
the man in the wagon understood no
word of the servile harangue.

"None of your Hp, now," he inter
rupted irritably, at the same time
pulling, open his coat to display a tin
star. "I'm a. deputy sheriff, I am.
You and that bear keep off the roads
or I'll run you both In. Seer'

He waved his arm meaningly to
ward a little wooded path that led
from the highway to the left and sat
in his wagon watching the sorry pair
until they had turned into It and were
lost to view in its shady depths.

Beneath a giant oak tree that stood
beside the little path rietro sat down
miserably, his head in his hands and
a great despair In his tired eyes.

Gambietta collapsed beside him,
rolled about luxuriously for a mo
ment then turned on his side and
went calmly to sleep.

rietro sat there for a time, a prey
to his bitter musing. Then he, too.
stretched himself beside Gambletta's
rusty brown bulk and fell Into trou
bled slumber.

Now, it happened that the path a
winding wood road which the two
had chosen, or, rather, which the well
fed man had chosen for them, as a re
treat led to a cascade, where a little
stream fell over a series of granite
ledges. ,

It was one of the beauty spots of
the vicinity, a place much frequented
by the summer people who came to
the little town. -

- Even' as Pietro and Gambietta slept
in the shadows ot the oak a smart
trap came slowly down the winding
road from the cascade. ;

In the trap were a stern faced young
man and an unsmiling young woman.
And it took no very great Intellect to
see that everything was not entirely
pleasant between them. '

-

Indeed, they had fallen Into silence- -,

that bitter silence which ls harder to
endure than threats or recriminations

For some time" they
drove along, the beauties of the
shaded wood road lost to their eyes.

The man finally broke the silence.
"Perhaps it would be better if I got
out and walked," he suggested grimly.

Terhaps it would," said the girl,
and, reining in the horse, she watched
him climb down from the trap, after
which she flicked the cob with the
whip, and the trap sped down the road.

The man stuffed his hands Into his
pockets, grunted something Inarticu-
late and strode on in her wake. lie
was a pleasant looking young man.
The frown that furrowed his forehead
seemed sadly out of place.

But there was something about the
mouth which said he had a will of his
own and somewhat more than his
hnre of stubborn pride.
Presently, by way of soothing his

overwrought nerves, be pulled from
his pocket a well worn brier pipe and
began to fill it from his tobacco pouch.

But scarcely was the task completed
when from ahead there arose a sud- -

den commotion, a cracking of unde-r-

lirush. Jnbberlm? money!"
a half smothered scream
sounded through the stillness.

The young man pricked up his ears,
and as the scream sounded onre more
he dropped the pipe and tore aown the
path at a pace that had won him rec-

ords on the cinder path.
Around a bend in the path he sped,

and thsre before hlni he saw a fran-
tically plunging horse, an
wringing his hand and jabbering help-
lessly, while a badly frightened bear
crawled through the underbrush with
many whoofs of genuine alarm.

The young man jumped for the bit
caught It and on
The horse, thoroughly frightened,
snorted and plunged and acted gener-
ally like a beast bereft of his senses.

With all his strength he strove to
free himself from the young man's
grasp, but that stubborn will was
equal the. emergency. Men with
mouths like the j'oung man's ..don't let
go once they have a hold.

For several minutes it was a battle
royal for the mastery; then the young
man's strength and agility and spirit
prevailed.

The horse, quivering and panting,
came down on all fours and stood
there, shaking like a leaf.

"You had boBt get out for a moment
or two," the young man advised, and
the girl meekly obeyed.

Then she saw his torn coat and blood
on his wrist whore the prongs of the
bit had torn the flesh.

Tom," she cried, quite forgetting
the recent unpleasantness "Tom, dear.
are you hurt? There's blood on your
hand, and you're all mussed up.

He smiled reassuringly. "Not in the
least dearie," 6aid he. Then he looked
steadily into her eyes. "But I'd be
glad to bo if if"

"If what?" she asked rather breath
lessly.

"If I could make you understand
what an ass I feel to be and
how sorry I am I quarreled with you."

Thej"Q3Ejr .woman had her share of

-
.
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commonsens'e. "WelV I" rather think
we can forgive each other without
anything so unnecessary "as that" said
she. "It was my fault anyway."

I rather think it was mine," he de
clared.

At that moment Pietro Vincenzo --

Riga, overcome with
fears, approached, nearly touching the
ground with his forehead, so low were
his bows. His gestures were rapid
and expressive, his face a picture of
woe.

"Not--a my fault! Not--a my fault!"
he repeated over and over, his palms
upturned in deprecation.

The young man turned. "Your
fault!" he laughed. "Not a bit of It
my friend. fact it's the most for-
tunate circumstance in the world that
you happened along Just as you did.
Here!" And into the astounded Etrus-
can's hand be thrust a crisp ten dollar
bill.

Pietro stood staring at It stupidly,
scarce daring to believe his good for-
tune, while the young man the
girl back to the trap.

It was only when the trap started,
on that Pietro realized he was taking
something and giving nothing in re-
turn. -

"Waitr he cried, diving into the
bushes for the recreant Gambietta.
"Walt! Mak-- a da bear dance-- a da,
waltz!" .

'Oh, that's all right the young man
a of Etruscan dialect 'laughed. "You're earned the

feminine

Etruscan

"clung desperately.

to

gained

myself

premonitory

In

helped

The trap whisked down the path.'
Pietro hauled the bear from the un-

derbrush and made him stand at bis
clumsy salute.

His own tattered felt hat was clasp
ed In hi3 hand as he watched the two
young; people, sitting close together
and both, talking at once, drive put of.
sight. Then he and Gambietta set1

forth at a somewhat livelier pace In'
search of supper.

Recognized Likeness. .

A Parisian dandy of the first water.I
the Comte de S., had a crayon picture
of himself made, which he afterward.
pretended to find fault with.

"It does not bear the slightest resem
blance to me," be said, "and I win not'
take it." - ! i

The artist protested, but all to noi
avail. "AH right monsieur," he re--'

marked finally, "If It is not at all llkej
you, of course I can t reasonably ex--i
pect to get paid for It" I

After the count had left the painter
added to the portrait a magnificent!
pair of ass' ears and exhibited it to
the gaze of the curious public.

It had not been long so exposed;
when the count broke Into the artist's i

studio In a towering rage and, finding,
that threats availed him nothing, at!
last offered to buy it at a considerable
advance upon the. original price. '

"It was not strange that you failed'
to recognize your resemblance to the!
picture at first," said the painter, de--i
tcrmined to be revenged for the slight
put upon his work. But I knew you
would notice the likeness as soon as ii
added these ears." "

i

It Does the Business.
E. E. Chamberlain of Clinton,

Maine, says of Bucklen's Arnica Salve:
"It does tne business; I,have used It
for piles and it cured them. ; Used it
for chapped hands and it cured them.
Applied it tc an old sore and it healed
it without leaving a scar behind." 25
cents at all druggists. - -

The Secretiof It i
There's a reason why .wc have

to increase theTE ff.C,vBakertes
year after year, so that jriow they
are many times as large aV they,
were six years ago. '

.

I. E. C. Biscuit f: :

are made from the highest grade materials. No wonder they
taste better and- - sell better 'than other kinds.

One trial package, and you will find no? other satisfactory
'thereafter., ; y-- .

I.'B. C. Protection Brand Biscuit are madein many; varieties."
They meet every demand of occasion or taste. '. --s.

, Try I. B. C. Soda9 or Party Flakes todayrHtbmorrow you
will order more. - . .

" Prices the same as others.- - At your grocer's. '

Independent Baklntf Co., Davenport, Iowa


