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2ABEL was having it out with her
tather. It ' was ouly a few days
pefore Christmas, and she should

have beeg at peace with herself

apd all msukind in general, but she
wasn't. She had been telling herself
all this particular day that as soon as
her fatbher came home she would put
her case before him In a light so con-
vipeing that he would be brought to
#odmit that he bad been a little too ar-
Litrury. Her scheme had not worked.
She was beginning to realize painfully
that her effort to gain her polint had
resulted in confirming her father in his
opinion that it was a man's privilege
to Tule Jn his own house, especially
when the woman of it was his only
daughter, a girl of twenty, who could
not be expected to know her own mind.

“You know perfectly well,” sald Isa-
bel. with a final herale attempt to
snateh victory from the jaws of de-
feat, ““that Jack and I have been—
bhave berenm good friends for a long
time. The only reason he hasa't spo
ken about It—to you—is because he has
been walting until he was in more of
a position to do so."

“Then it's mighty lucky for him that
he concluded to postpoue it,”" declared
Tom Truesdell testily. “Romance Is all
very well for those who can afford it,

but Jack CGoodale doesn't belong to |
that ¢lass. 1 pay him a falir.salary, |

and I admit bhe earng it. But 1 don't
see how he expects me to accept bhim
as a son-in-law. How could he ever
provide for a wifé as extravagant aa
you? Absurd!”

“He has 2 little money, and he may
make a lucky deal some day,” she per-
sisted in spite of the furlornuess of her
Liope.

*Do you mean that the younz man
intends to gamlle in wheat?' he asked
*Sironicalily.

“Why shouldn’t he? You do, don’t
you "'

Tom Truesde]l snerted impatiently
¥No," e retorted. *I do not gamble. A
gambler risk: I o3
sk ansihing. 10w how the market
is golug because nake the market.
There §s s difference, Isabel”

Driven to desperation. Isabel played
ber Inst trick. *“The man ycu want for
2 son-in-law.” she said., “Is po better
off financially. He has nothing bnt his
debis to distinguish him.”

He smiled sardonically. “If I want
him for a son-in-law.” he returned de-
cidedly. “I am wall enough off to al
ford him. 1 grant you Geralkld Van Ip-
gen has very little means. but he has
something that the Truesdell famils
needs a good deal more. He has posy
tion.*

“He's an empty makeshift,” declared
Isahel wrathfully.

Eie isn't very brainy., 1 sanbose”™

But 1

Mr. Van
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HIS is the maiden so dainty and sweet

Who regretted she wasn’t provided with feet
Elephantine—so the stockings she wore

Hight hold Santa's stock and very much more.

: all the | my life. Goodale will be back present-
that aeccounrit Iy, and he'll tell yonu all about it. Come

to you, Isahel in tomorfow and I'l blow you to that
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