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Christmas eve,
————
Be good 1o the poor.

A Merry Chraatmas to all.

P. T. Barmum ftold ws the truth
about ourselves, bt it remsined for
Cook to rub it in,

Doctors may say what they please
about the “bacteria in a handshake”
The handshake is here to stay.

It is said Lbut, the Esklmo equiva-
lent for “lar” is shag-la-hootl. The
English werd is shorter, but not so
ugly.

Speaker Cannon is finding his posi-
tion embarrassing to him. It has em-
barrassed the country for a cousider-
able time,

Speaking of the color line natives
of the Solomon islands In the Paclfie
are klling white men who marry
dusky women.

Owing to the operations of the coal
barons, a five-pound box of coal will
in a few years become a splendid
Christmasa present.

It will take the w‘w .kh‘g of Belegiun
a long time to accumulate volum!
nous and varlegatexd a recor l as 1.‘1.-\
of his predecessor
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How much of the §3,
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be a king if one has .
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Don't WOTTY
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when the time comes
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The newspaper is a medinm
pensible to adver becanse
wide and repeating
promoter of tra
advertising is no long
tion—that s, wien done in a practieal
and intelligent
medinms of
circulation.
pays because
that reason cheaper.
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And Stiil They Come.

The ~ ANl
dent Grant famed &
ship"” because of bringing
number of steerage pa
ed Into Its Im'u ken
with dechs falr
travelers. Altos
just one short «
having died on the

This was sald
ever landed he
steerage were many
garians, Pole Rus
Itallans and Scandinavians It is =aid
by several of the aliens who spoks
tnglish that almost Half the total num
ber came from Austria, principalls
licia. The oppressed of the old worll
are still fleeing to “the land of
free and the home of the brave” witl
high hopes that they will find here
profitable employvment and lberty of
consclence,

It they come with a purpose to he
good, industrious citizens, they wiil be
welcome.
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Pratt.ica.l T("upe'mnre Work.

It is announcegd that e
railroads controlled by
who are known to indulge in the drink-
ing habit, must either drop it or leave
the service of these roads. This man-
date is in accordance with the course
fthat has been adopted by many of the
£reatl transportiation lines of the coun-
try. Human life is tco preclous a com-
aodity to be entrusted ta men whose
merves may be shaken or whosa brains
may be fuddied by aleohol. Rallwav
wrecks, even when they do not involve
slaughter and malming, are costly al
fairs,

For these reasons common carriers
are steadily increasing the stringency
of their rules against the use of in-
toxicants by the men whose wagos
they pay. There seems to be no par-
ticular sentiment about this policy. It
js=not enforced In the name of a higher
morality, but as & measure of cold,
plain; business sense. Nevertheless,
there is ample ground for thinking
Ahat {ts extension is one of the most
potent factors now operating to stamp

mployes of the
James J. Hill

'

] !
new commission form of government.

The city deby has been reduoced $18-
000; all bills have been paid; the
roads are reported In superior condl-
tion, aithough they have cost $§6,000
less than in former years: the book-
keeping methods of the municipallty
have been better cared for at less ex
pense,
Glouwcester and

Haverhill are the

{only two cities in Massachusetts which

| Chileago Tribune
| mation of what Wall street

| Prince's Pearls,”

jout intemperance and promote sobriety |

idn the United States.

Oommission Form of Government in
Gloucester.

Mayor Henry A Parsons and tha

commissioners have fssued a state-

'ment to the voters, reviewing the first

;rn-r of work In Gloucester under m'w

have as yet adopted
plan of government.

charter {8 hased,

the commission
The new Boston
however, upon the
same principle, namely, the aloction
of only a few important officers, the
power being concentrated in the hands
of a small number of consplcuous -f-
ficlals,

The voters at election time are thus
able to see more clearly what they are
doing, and the candidates are made /o
conspicuous that the chances of a ras.
cal slipping into office are very slim.

The “Money Trust” Has Arrived.|
A specig) New York dispateh to the
announces the for-
it‘s'l_‘!f Te-
gards as a moaey trust,

“So close has become the alllance of
the amalgamations of the Ileading
financial interests during the last three
months,” says the dispateh, “that al-
most complete contro] of the eountry’'s
financial affalrs now Is lodged In tho
hands of a few men who are acting in
concert.” These men are J. ‘Pierpont
Morgan, George F. Baker, chalrmnan of
the board directors of the Rirst
National bank James Stillman, chair
man of the hoard of directors of the
‘\'.uimnt City bank, William Rockefel-
ler, vicoe presldent of the Standard Ofl
company, ‘Heury C. Friclk, cupitalist
and Willlam K. Vanderbilt, represent-
atlve of his famlly's interest
These filye moen, Morgan at the head

them, absolutely dominate ths

Situation o the Unlond
With the exception of Kuhbhn,
Loeb & Co., bankers of great resouroes,
and the Moore-Heid group of raimoso
financiers, practically all the great
finanoial and Industrial {ustitutions
are ynder the control of the group of
five through the of Interlock-
ing I]1I"I’11~; of directors.
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MAIL VERY HEAVY

Postoffice Is Experiencing the:
Heaviest Work in Its His-
tory at Present.

EXTRA HELP IS NECESSARY

Express Wagons Used in Making De~- |
Uveries Today and Tomorrow—
Many Registry Stamps Used.

The Rock Island postoflice is ex-
periencing the heaviest work in sev-
eral The Christmas parcels |
and letters commenced coming aarly'
and the amount has been steadily |
increasing in the past week. Peopie
began to shop early this year and|
s0 their packages were malled early. )
Most of the outgoing Christmas mail
has been sent from the local office
and the Incoming maill is requiring
almost the entire time of the clerks.
This will be the case till Christmas
and possibly two days following|
Christmas when it will cease as sud- |
denly as it began. Yesterday, sav-
aral of the carriers were assisted by
a helper and each ecarried double
load. Even at that it was impossible
for some cof the carriers to complete |
than two trips the time al-
lotted for the day’'s work. Today a
number of express wagons were
pregaed into serviece and with the ald
of the vehicles the carriers were able
to deliver all of the mail which was
on hand. The wagons will be used

vears.

a

mor in

Are Registering Mail

Postmaster 1. A. J. McDonald stat-
ed vesterday afternoon that the re-
ceipts from the sale of registry
:-il"'l“'s were larger this year than ev-
The people who send val-
presents through the mall at
gseason are evidently learn-|
value of registering their

uable
ing the
mail.

THE GREATEST OF THESE.
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BIG TUBERCULOSIS GIFT

President Fly Whitney Announces
Fund From Philanthropist.

New Haven, Conn,, Dec, 24—Ely
Whitney, president of the New Haven
General Hospital society, has an-
nounced gilft of $30( for tho!
troatment tuberculosis. The sum
presented is belleved to be the largest |
amount ever given to any general hos- |
pital for the treatment of a particular |
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Many persons find themselves af-
fected with & persistent couzh after
an attack of influenza. As this cough
can be promptly cured by the nse of
Chambherlain's Cough Remedy, it
should not be alloweda to run on until

eatis trounblesoma. Sold by all
zlats

eg

The Red Book Magazine for Janu-
ary.—The lealding in The Red
Book Maggzine for Jaunuary is a sin-
gularly human and appeallng tale by
Hamlin Garland told in the maoner
that long since established Mr. Gar-
A in the front ranik of America’s
y great fiction writers. Its le
‘A Short ldne Romance." A
story turning upon an internation-

The Wreath," a power-

of dramatic writing by

Morris, storles,

ri"'.V

slory

Bear-

whose

yeurs have w»on
him well deserved popularity. A
melodrama of Broadway s Horace
Hazeltine's story, “The Episode of the
and “The Price of
Memory,” by Mrs. Jacgques Futrelle
wil go straight to the heary of all
“young married couples.” A story of
unusual power and self-sacrifice is
“The Higher Duty,” by 1. A. R Wylie,
and fishermen will be attracted by
James J. Carroll's, “an Understudy to
Tantajus.” Other well known writers
who contribute of their best work ‘e
The Red Book Magazine for January
are W. M. Raine, A. Harcld Brown,
R, A. Bowen, Michael Willlamsg and
fred Jackson. The latest New York |
plays are Yorcefully discussed by |
Louis V. De Fee, and the issue opens, |
as usual, with a ootable collectlon of |
art portrait studies.

past

Stung/for 15 Years
by indigestion’s pangs — trying many
doctora and $200 worth of medicine in
vain. B, F. Ayscue of Ingleside, N. C.,
at last used Dr. King's New Life Pllls,

|and writes they wholly cured him.

They cure constipatlon, bl!lousneu.l
slck headache, stomach, llver, kidney
anpd bowel troubles. 25 cents, at all |

T

-
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Central Trust &
Savings Bank

ROCK ISLAND.
H. E. CASTEEL, President
M. 8. HEAGY, Vice-President.
H. B. SIMMON, Cashier.

THE FIRS1 LESSON

in life should be to learn to save
a part of what you earn. Remem-
ber, it is not how much you earn;
it's what you save that counts. If
you are one of the men with a
good Income that lives up to it,
there’'s danger ahead ‘unless you
stop it. Remember there are lots
of things might happen over night
when it would be very convenient
to lay your hands on some ready
money. Make up your mind to-
day to open a savings account at

our bank today. X

4 Per Ceni Paid on Deposits

| world—studying.

“purpose In life that was above per-
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“And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not least among the

princes of Juda."—Matthew 11, 6.

“Q, little town of Bethleham, how

see thee lie"—

still we

The song brings bachkh the silent peace of

Christmases gone

by

Brings bacih the olden mystery, and seis

the heart a-thrill

With fancies of the snow-draped firs that
nodded on the hill,
WHh memories of ruddy lights that night

would find aglow

Which from the cottage windows flung their
banners on the snow.
“Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the

silent stars go by"—
The stars above the little town were very

far and high;

They marched triumphantly from

landa

whereof a boy might dream

To other lands that

bechoned him with

dawn's enchanting gleam -
But under all the stlent stars that marched

from east to west
littlea town—the little

The
was at rest.

town—contented,

“Yet in thy darlk streets shineth the ever- -

lasting light"—

The mellow blaze of memory still

serenely bright
through
the bare trees it

And

its wondrous

leaps

necromances
fllumes

All pimii and white are radiant with snowy

apple blooms

Whose petals, when the winter winds the
branches sway and lift,

Float dreamily away.
on drift.

away, to pile in drift

“The hopes and fears of all the years are
met in thee tonight"—
Are met in every little town seen iIn the

Christmas light,

For none of us but muses now, when this

old song is sung,

Of all the blessings that were his when
head and heart were younsg,

And, miser-iiRe, he
treasures,

He builds anew at

counts his store of
his

for of them

Christmas time

“town of Bethlehem."

The Argus Daily Short Story

An Alpine Climber.—By Clara A. Burton.

Copyrighted, 1909, by Associated Literary Fress

“Ap odd New Year's, but a grand
one,” thought Marcin Wells as she
paused for a moment on a spur of the |
Alps and gazed down upon what
seemed the world outspread before
hrer.

Five years she had been traveling
into many remote parts of the
investigating, explor-
ine—n strong, self contident and cour
ageous girl from the first, and gaining
experience and new ambitions with
her progress until now, at the end of
only five vears

now

mn HTM TO BWIVG HER GENTLY TO AND
FRO.

utation as a mountalin climber, a stu-
dent explorer, a writer of travels.
But there was no exulration in ber
eyes as they looked out across the
world, dwarfed by height and distance.
Witk the conquering of obstacles
was coming a broader. more earnest

sonality, and, moreover, over this day
was a shadow that made even the
conguering of the great heights of am-
bition seem trivial and small

Even as they started op the moun-
tain they had passed a white faced
guide with a story of his party being
caught by a snowslide and carried
over a precipke. He was the only
one saved and had been swept many
rods down the mountain side and
saved himself only at the very brink
of the pmlnte- by cutting the con-
Decting rope.

mmmdbltotcord still dangiled

. ‘k‘“

| from
| gotten in the horror of the catnstrophe.

| the mountaln,
| dishevelod,

' own faces whitening,

| cured

his walst, overicoked aind f10r-

And among the party were friends
and acquaintances of Marcin Wells
met with on her travels, 'I'hey had
started to climb the very mountSin she
was going op. aud by rapld progress
she had hoped to meet them some-
where near the top.

And all that was left was the
guide, stnmmbling and slipping dowo
white faced, hatless and

noswsw

Ther had listened to his story, their
but nothing could
so0 Marcin Wells bad sanid she

and climb the mountain

be done,
wonld go on
as planned,

They were now more than two-thirds
of the way up, and Marcia Wells was
standing upon a narrow shelf of the
spur, so narrow that only her bheels
held, with her toes projecting
but her face was calm and ber nerves
steady.

AMany times had she been In such
places before. On elther side were the
zuldes, grasplng the rope which se-
them together and holding It
taut to assist her In rounding the al-

| most sheer wall of the spur.

But for a long time she stood there
gazing, then slowly. inch by lnch,
that was the only way, she continued
to edge her way across

“The signorina would better have
taken the other route,” the advance
gulde sald anxiously, “and even now
it will be easler to go back. Thls way
is shunned even by the more reckless
of the guldes.™

“It is the way the other party went"”
Marcia answered briefly. *Maybe It
was a mistnke on their part, but it is
too late to change that now.
started this way and were intending
to scale the sheer wall beyond, the
gunide told us.
here that the slide struck them
less, from his story, they all perished,
but until we have absolute prughm
the contrary fthere isx a chance ey
did not. It is for us to find vut. Ah!"”

The exclamation was a startled cue,
and she ralsed a curved palm above
her eves in quick inquiry and gazed
Jongz and earpestly into the depths be-
low.

“Henri.” she called quickly, “you
and Fritz tlzaten the rope and hold it
firmly against the wall of the rock. 1

am golng to lean out far efough to see |

over that-bulge yvonder, and the rope
mupst sustaln me.”

Both of the guldes whitened.

“It may be death.,” gasped Heanrf in
remonustrance. it Is dangerons as yoo
are now, asod if you lean out your
heels may slip. and then—and rbey
you will go down and drag us wilh
you. It may be death.”

“It may be life for the ten persons
the snow carried over. 1 do not know,
but there_is the edge of something
dark just over rhe bulge of rock, and
I thought I saw it stir. You may hoid
your knives ready, and if 1 fall you

L ean

| reach down to the party,

| be strong

' be & hand to tremble or an

! girl

over, |

f!!r |

| chalets for

They |

It must have been near |
Doubt- |

eul e rope guickly
, vourselves. Now!"”

‘I'bey pressed the rope sharply agniust
thie rock wall behind and braced thom-

aumd save

selves as tirmiy.as possible to hold it |

“or ewaying. Marcia,

looking at

from slipplug
without even
leaned out., aud out, aud out, votil only
the rope sustalued her weight., ber
heels resting agalist the narrow sheif
keeping her in position. I'hen, nlter
what seemned an endless suspense to
the men at the end of the rope, her
band motioned for them to draw her
back to ber footing

“Yes, it is the party.” she sald as she
regained her bLalance, “and some of.
them are allve. We must go down to
them."

“But the rope Is not
both guldes protested In a breath,
we cannot”—

“Yes, 1 think we can” Marcia sald,
“or at least we can try. There are
several fissures large epnongh for our
heels to grasp. Oune of us will stay
bere, another be let down to a flssure |
ag far as the rope will reach, and so |
on. There are three of you guldes and
myself. Four lengths of the rope will |
1 think. Yon |
have plenty of strong twine, and that
cenn be used to draw the rope up from
shelf to shelf as the party are rescued.”

“A girl could vever drmw a heavy
body up this wall,” fearfully, “and-

long enough”
*and

| and If the rope should slip away and

be lost™—

“We will take that risk. Auvd I shall
enough to draw them up. |
have done such things before. Now,
Henri,” as she worked her way along
the shelf to his side and motioned for
the other guldes to follow, “you will
stuy here and lower the rest of us to
the pext fissure, then fasten the twine
to the rope aod let it down for Friiz
to lower Gaspard and myself to the
next fissure; then Gaspard will lower
me, and | will fasten the rope to sotne
rock projection, or If 1 canpot flnd one

| T will drill a hole in the rock and drive

in a splke.

“Then 1 will go down hand over

| band and see if any of the party are

able to help themselves.
“If they are, 1 will climb back to

| my fissure and draw them up, or per-

haps some of them will be able to help
me. 1f not. I will have to go down to
fasten each one sepacately, then climb
back and draw him ap.

“And, now, mind, all of :ou" her}
volce ringing sharp, *“there must not
eye e
waver. Onp each of us the lives of all
will depend.”

“Perhops one of us mwen would bet-

| ter zo down to the lowest fissure,”” hes-

ftated Henri

“No: 1 will go myself. I can do the
work better, 1 think, and my muscles
have bLeen trilned for and by such
work. 1t may be the entire party are
alive and we can save them all”

They started to follow the plan the
bad lald down. Marcia, having
assumed the leadership, naturally took

: it upon berself to be the first one low-

ered.

The rope having been fastened about
ber walst. she was lowered to the fis-
sure baelow. The distance was not
great, but only a steady pair of eyes. |
swinging, as she did, over a gilddy
beight, counld bave euabled her to |
malntain her equanimity.

Having reached the fissure, she un-
bound the rope. It was drawn up, and
Fritz was next lowered, then Gaspard.

Wlen the three were ready 10 go A |
atep lower Marcia, still takiong the lead,
was lowered to the pext fissure, and
Gaspard followed. |

It was now Marcia's part to do the
rest alone

But this step wus more dangerous
than the others, for there was but
one palr of arms to bear her welzht,
aud the distance was greater thsao
either of the two former descents,

The brave girl made a loop ut
end of the rope. and, Instead of having
it placed about ber waist, took It In
ber bands that she might drop whnt
ever distance the rope would mnot
reach.

Aud so, swinging by ler
she was lowered to the
length.

There still remnined six feet between
her and a rocky projection on which
there was a surface as many feet
square. BShe called to Gaspard to move
three feet to the left. He did and |
she calledd agnin to him to move two
feet farther io the same direction.
Then she told him to swing ber gently
to and-fro from the cliff. When di-
rectly over the proper place she let

the

two hands,
rope's full

i,

| go and safely landed on the rock.

Tring the end of the rope around a
point of rock, she completed her jonor-
ney.

It
and
and daring

was only after a day and night
another dayv of such hardibhood
as was told at the fnns and
g year that the

muany a lor
work wans finished

Even |he guides, fired by the exam-
ple of Marcin and perhaps #lso by
sollcitude for the other guides of thelr
party, seemed be unconscious of |
fear aud l=.11|.:'r and weariness

When at the end of the second day
they reached the foot of the mountain
the rescuers were almost as exhanst.
el as the party they had saved, and
from the palms of Marcin Wells' hands
nearly all the skiu had been worn by
the rope.

But three days Iater.
hands were still handaged, sald
goodby to the rest of the party and
atarted off to Degin the new vyenr iu
quest of another mountain to climb.

to

she

Alone in Saw Mill at Midnight,

unmipdful of dampness, drafts, storms |

or cold, W. J. Atkins worked ag night
watchman, at Banner Springs, Tenn.
Such exposure gave him a severe cold
that settled on his lungs.
had to give up his work. He tried
many remedies, but 37 Talled, till he
used Dr. King's New Discovery, “Af-
ter using one bottle,” he writes,
went

ed throats and sore lungs, hemorrhages,
croup and whooping cough get quick
rellef and prompt cure from this glo
rious medliclne, 60 cents and $1.
bottle free. Guaranteed by all drug
gists,

All the news all the time—The Argus.

altbough her |

At last he |

“1|
back to work as well as ever.” |

SBevere colds, stubborn coughs, Inflam- |

Trial |

them agaio, |

PERT PARAGRAPHS.

T!IF ability to Inﬂnvnu tiing= about
you doesn’t comwe froy, peglecting
your own affalrs nor Interfgeing with
those of your nelghbors,
White
us it
for a gmoeoth
track he bill
of progegs, oth
ers Lo mede
their oxgl way
nnd pre ump[ﬁ]
most of ghe
claims.,

ome of
jooking

Every ziliful
lar Roow: that
there 18 & ;gy-
chologlea!l o
ment when A
must teil 4y
truth or sea
fabricntdons
glimmering.

(,cmr : into trouble isn't the specis
ty of ap y one, but getting out of 1:;
a lawyer's speclalty, and bhe charge
according to the depths of the tronbl
and the pressing need of gstting clear

Fressure upon the pocketbook I8 re
eponsible for many of the astounding
things that often startle us.

It always might have been worse o
the superficial, disinterested observer,

After ali, the way we behave is the
best evidence of what we really think
and ere.

It would be pleasant indeed to Lis
frievds If when a violent man loses bis
temper the loss should prove total and
irreparable.

Nobody Is of any value to his frienda
who doesn't sometimes get angry with
them and prod them up a little.

Unless you run the risk of belng mis-
anderstood you will never say or do
anything of much value to yourself or
those about yon,
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Couldn't Help It.
The shades of night were falling.
Are you surprised st that?
For gravity was calllog,
And so they tumbled flat

The village street was twisty-—
At Jeast it seemed to be-

Because the night was misty,
So one could hardly see.

And so the perfect stranger ”
Who bore the gueer device
Brought up against & manger

And didn't cut much ice,

Her Profession.

“What a markedly homely woman!™

“Yes, but lsn't she swell 7

*“1 should say so. Sbe must bes the
wife of a millionaire.”

“No; she is n business woman
is coining money.”

“In what business?”

“Making women benutifol.”™
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it Looks Like That.

“Pal™

“Yes, my son.”

“SWhat is a trust?™

“A trust?

“Yes; that you read so much about™

“Anytbing that is doing business, but
not operating in your favor.™

Quite s Delicacy.

“You are charged with stealing an
overcoat Have you nuything to say
for yourself?"

“Judge, my was starving.”

“Milght 1 sask you how your wife
cooks an overcoat a3 to make it
palatable for the children?”
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Playing Safe.
“Why are you so discreet?™
“Discreet!”
“Yog "
“Because.”
“Because what, yon idlot?™
“Then ] won't have to be brave™

Modest Spending.
“Goling to spend the winter in Flor-
ida ¥
“No.™
“Why not?"
“The winter is all I have to spend.™

Gathering Material.

“] expect to make some money,™

“How "

“Raising bees.™

“Ohb, in the sweet by and by

Also Expands It

“TWhat is the effect of cold 7™

“It contracts,”

“Give we an exnmple.”

“Cold contracts a conl bill*

D!dn't Match.

“You don't seem to ke Slegfried”™

“He gets on my nerves.'™

“How does he do that?”

“By his prize nerve.”

Easier Way.

“My son, don't you know
the early bird that catches the

“Huh 1 ean buy a whole
| worms for a nickel™

that it Is
worm?”
can of

More Practical.
“What are you doing—bullding cas-
| tles in the pir?”
“No; saving my money
ing machine.”
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| When the Desert Looks Good.

“How I8 the soenery along the lne?
“Fine for wodding trips.”

A sprained snkle wil] urually disa.
bie the injured person for three oOf
four weeks., This is due to lack of
proper treatment. When Chamberlain’s
Liniment is applied a cure may be af
| fected In three or four days. This lini
ment {8 one of the hest and most re
| markable preparations in use. Sold by
| all druggists.
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