
WHEN MORMONS

QUIT THE STATE

Reforming; Newspaper Wrecks
City of Nauvoo and Makes

Smith a Martyr.

BY REV. ORIEN W. FIFER.
After a long search I have at last

found a copy of one of the most inter-

esting newspapers ever published, the
Nauvoo Expositor. The Expositor was
issued hut once, June 7, 1M4. but thar.
number ruined a promising city,
caused the mob-murd- of Joseph
Smith, the prophet, divided the church
of which he was the founder, exploded
a jrreat commercial enterprise, and
exiled thousands of people. Somewha"
indirectly, but none the less effective-
ly, the paper affected the political his-
tory of the nation. Tbe stormy de-Lat-

in congress, the fierce accusa-
tions by enemies, and stubborn resis-
tance by friends of Mormonism in re
cent years, tho grave influence of the
Mormon vote upon political leaders
and policies, and the complicated story
of polygamy, with its dangerous social
phases, can be traced to the one issue
of this ill fated newspaper.

In 1&44. Nauvoo, 111., now a placid
iittle village, was the most important
city politically and numerically. In the
tate. In that year Chicago bad less

than 10,000 inhabitants, while Nauvoo
contained nearly 15,000.
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Smith had been put forward for the
presidency in January, and 137 j

elders, among Brlgham Young.
had been sent out electioneer for
him through eastern '

Sidney Rigdon was named for vice '

president. conip'.acently com-- 1

pllniented these political
ventures, and la an question
how 'ar tho Issues 1844 would have

affected If the Expositor had not
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The Expositor the affida- - j

I vita William and his wife.;
Jane Law. and of Wil- -

Law stated that Hyrum t

brother of the Prophet Joseph, read j

to a certain and thenj
It to him to Xor himself;

that he the document home and
read it to his Jane; that con-- J

tained authorization certain
to have more than one in this

and the world to and
that Hyrum had declared the
contents of the document to be reve
lation from the Lord received by Jos--

eph Smith. Jane inher j

affidavit she had read the ffime
document, and that it contained tne

the same that wives who
not their husbar ds to i

have one wife be un-

der condemnation before God. Austin
Oowlos that in the summer of

Hyrum Smith did Into
the high council a given
through Prophet Joseph sanction- -

i in the wives, and that by
reason such doctrine being taught
ind practiced he left of
first in the church.

The paper also contained a pream-
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t pn nmiiir iiaa aiiempiea 10 secure
-- I 1 : & m t rrtL : j VI. Ioi wives, iuis premuuie was
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day following the publication of the
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be Monday. The paper itself seems to
nave ine city

as Jury with the mayor, Joseph
Sm'.tln the chair. The owners,
though absent, were tried without rep-
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which
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trial

trieu. council act-
ed

who

lr.g whether the proceedings were the
result of insanity or depravity. No-

body accused had notice of the trial.
Nobody was permitted to defeni the
accused. No jury was cal.ed or
sworn. No witnesses were put oath.
From the Mormon standpoint was
abundantly proved that the owners of
the were 6inners, th:.eves,

counterfeiters and robbers.
It was the most curious and
trial ever field in any civilized coun- -

try." 'The city council finally de-

clared that the printing office
v. hence Issued the Expositor was a i

public nuisunce, also the copies
existing in unite, and mayor
was to remove the same
without delay in such manner as he
miyht direct. prophet ordered
city marshal destroy the printing

fit

press, to "pi" the type and to all
'the Expositors found, together with;
libelous handbills which might bs,
found. To aid marshal in duty
the Nauvoo legion, local militia, was
ordered to be in readiness in
opposition was offered.

The was destroyed trat ven-- !

ing, the prophet aiding strenuously in
the destruction and engaging in
thing of a fist with a bystander.

later issued a proclamation recit- - j

ing the charge the city was in-- 1

fested with blacklegs, counterfeiters
and debauchees, and the prcprle-- i
tors of the to that:

for' Thp owners the paper, who hadand the citv itself was
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The copy of the puper before Si-- n"llths later the state legisla-ide- n of Joseph Smith made it citizens, .and were spoken '

contains four wQ printed pages sixitl!r! rel'p'l the unique city charter possible for all Mormons to look upon of and slandered in most inde
columns The numbered cf Nauvoo, the most favorable ever! him in a saintly MormonB who cent terms." The editor of the paper,
l.ooo copies. It was by to an American city. In the went to Utah accepted charges Emmons, removed to
Mormons who had lived in Nauvoo, mer of 1845 a civil war made by Expositor boldly an-- 111., and lived there un-on- e

tf whom had been In the'89 witnessed in and the cit rounced the doctrine of polygamy til his death. For 16 years he was
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agreed to evacuate the region in the
spring of the year and re-- 1

move to some point west of the Rocky
mountains. The exodus bytan in the!
winter and proceeded durfng the sum--j

nier. Excitement, fanned by wild
mors, created suspicion and hatred
among the enemies of the Mormona,
and on Sept. 16, 1S46, a battle was
fought at Nauvoo. The following da
the remaining inhabitants of the city
departed across the river into Iowa,
urged by deeds of violence and

disgraceful to American citl-rcnshl-

The city stood empty, de-
spoiled, and where people had
tolled and worshiped, only sconce
reigned among empty and de-

serted temple.
Mormon writers of the

and the branchei. al-

ways have characterized the Expositor
as a venomous, filthy, false and d s re-

putable sheet. Some of these writers
never have read the paper.

The raper deserves consideration. The
literary' style, is not but the
writing is straightforward and

the work of men possessing
more than average courage. The pa-
per needs to receive consideration as
one of his elements is the better his-
tory of the middle west. Perhapi Il-

linois might have been saved from
Mormon political domination without
tbe Expositor, but the fact remains
that the paper set in causes

Ml
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much as the had teem. William Law, who signed the;
The Mormons who remained behind
in Illinois and e'.sewhere never have
admitted the paternity of
in the Smith family. The Expositor
sheds eome light upon the issue.

One who reads the expositor now
Is convinced that these men who made
protest against Joseph Smith were
conscious of a real peril in their
church and to their domestic welfare.
The tone of the paper is serious and
earnest. There is a convincing cor-
roboration of the charges made in the
paper by the later of tbe
polygamous Mormons. After the reve-
lation concerning was pub-
lished in Salt Iake City in 1852 and
attributed to Smith, William Clayton,
who had been a clerk in Smith's of-
fice in Nauvoo, testified in an affidavit
made In 1874 that the prophet broach-
ed the subject of plurality of wives
during February, 1843, and that later
Hymm Smith offered to read the rev-
elation to Mrs. Smith if the prophet
could write it out. In a history of
Mormonism, by E C. Evans, of the
Utah branch of the church, it is stated
that the revelation concerning poly
gamy waa read in part by Hyrum!
Smith in June, 1843, before the high
rtiin41 fill rf vhnm ..pant r .

three received it as true doctrine. This
corroborates the affidavits of William
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following first affidavit, had been named as one
of the first presidency, had been men- - j

tioned by name in the special revela--j

tion commanding the building of the j

Nauvoo house (which has a 6tory in
itself very interesting), and had been
registrar of the university. In Aprl j

of that very year, 1844, Hyrum Smith
had spoken in high terms of William '

Uv and his brother Wilson. These J

I --aw brothers ran a grist mill and a ,

notice was printed in the Expositor
that in view of hard times they wou"d
grind grain free on Thursdays fori
those who deserved charity. In the
trial of the Expositor Joseph Smith
complained that WilMam Law had pur-- !

sued him to recover $4,000 which he,
owed him.

There is much evidence to show
that these men who publifched the ill--

laiea r.xposuor were men oi Eirengia
and worth, and that they rendered the i

civilization of the Mississippi valley
an inestimable service for good in the
publication of a "martyr newspaper."

i New York Christian Advocate.
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