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“] was In mourning for my husband
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“Yes. But in the carmival sexson |
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The Daily Story

A MECHANICAL CHAUFFEUR-—BY MILLARD MALTBIE.

Copryrighted, i013, by Assoc!ated Literary Burcau.

fourteco |

~Mamma.” said Winifred Knowitwu, |
who the day before had got her license
to run ap automoblle, “I'm going ont’
in the car.” |

“It's too cold. TYouo'll freeze. Be-
sides, there's ice on the road, and your
machine is liable to skid.”

“Oh., 1 shall drive very carefully
around corners and Eeep my spead
down to a dozen miles an hour!”

Winifred. who was used 1o doing
pretty midch as she pleased. called for
her car. By the time it was bronght ap
to the door she was arrayed in a fur
coat, cap and goggles and, getting into
the driver’s seat, was soon whiriing
along at what she coasidered nothing
more than a fair pace. She stopped at
the house of a friend sind invited her
to drive, but the young Iady had other
mnatters on hand. She tried nanotbher
and another. but they were either out
or busy. and at last she maude up her
mind that she most spin alone.

The alr was crisp. with plenty of
ozone in it, and, since Winifred was
well protected, she was not cold. As
soon as she got out of the city, coming
to a stralght wide road, she put on more
spead. It was delightful bowling along
with her hands on the stecring gear
and ber foot on the brake, ready to re-
duce speed at the dlighrest sign of dan
goer. She had been impatiently walting
for a birthday which would give her
the age required to obtain a license,

this being the first time she had
[ out without some one to nct s
instructor, she was very proud of her-
besides Leing much exhilarated.
She put on a little more speed and still
a little more till she was going at a
pretty good gait.

Auto drivers scldom realize how fast
they are going. Winifred certainly did
not. Coming to a turn in the road. she
slowed down, as she thought, quite
enough to go aroand the cenrve safely,
but did net count on ice. To wenther

at turn she would have needed to
move pno faster than a person woirld
wallk. lustead of that she was golng at
the rate of five or six miles an bhour

<plf,

The consequence was that she skidded
into a ditch beside the road and re-
mnined at an angle not quite sufficient
to throw her ear over.

What was to be done? Nothing but
jummp out, for she was not sure that the
machine might turn turtle, after all
This she did and =tood looking at it
rucfully. She dare not try to run it by
fts own power up on to the roand, and
there was no other way to get it there
She cast an lnquiring glance ap the
road and was relieved to see a enr
coming. When it reached her the
driver. who accupied it alone, came to
a stop and took in the situation

He wns evidently either a mechanic
or n chauffeur, for, throwing off an
overcoat, he displayred n =ult of over-
alls. Jumping out of his cnr, he stood
looking at Winifred's a= if deliberating
on the best plio to ger it up on to the |
roned,

“1 could pull it up with my ma-
chine, he sald, *but 1 have no tackle, ,
1 see no way for e to proceed except
by guing for a rope.  Will you go with
me or walt here till I return®"

Winifred concluded to remaln with
her machine. The wind was blowing
cold, hut she could walk to and fro. The
man thought he could get back with
some sort of tackie without going very
far and, promising to hurry. left her.
Rhe sauntered back and forth, remain-
Ing near ber car. In order to keep
warm. XNow aud again teams or cars
nassed her, and she recelved offers of
heip, but declined themm all., stating
thant she was bhelng served already. It
was not long before the man In over
alls returned with a chain and some
rope, bhesldes a stout piece of wood to
placve nnder the swheels on the lower
side of the car to prevent It from go
ing over., Having got the wood unde:
2y means of iacking up the forward
wheel. he connected the nuto with bis
vwn and succeeded v drawing it up
on the road.

But on examining its machinery he
found that certain parts had been bent
or broken., and the car conld not bhe
moved by its own power He told
Winifred that he would drag it to his
ghop and fix it for her

“1 haven't auy moner with me to pay
for all this,” she said, “but | can send
It to ron."

“Oh, that's all right.,” said the man
“Don’t worry about that. 1 think von
wotld better get into your auto to stear
It and put on the brake when noees
sanry.”

Winifred did as she was bidden. nnd
the two antos made thelr way slowls
till  the mechapnic tourned [nte the
grounds of a conntry
brought up at what was evidently a
private garagr

“Have you the tools here to enahle
yYou to do the work ™" asked Winifred

“Yes,” was rthe reply. I do most of
the repairing on the cars in this
4 rage

“I see,” sgald Winifred “Youn are n
mechanie and ehauffenur in one. | wish
papa would employ soch a man: It
waould he ss ujce to have the repniring
idne without sending the enr some-
where else. | shonld think It wou'd
I leRg expensire too ™

The Foung wuan py s €l
gagzed in puiting Winifred's car ints

the Zurage and over a pit from which
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be could work on its lower machinery

As soon ns he bad got it luto position ]
be drew up a chalr for Winifred and
usked her to be sented The gurugs

was artificially heated. and. throwing
back ber wraps, she sut down o a po

sition where she could see 1 min
work. She had bLeen so absorbed in
her aecident and what to do iu Lhe
matter that she had not especialiy ue

ticed bitn. Now s=he saw that he wasd
about twenty-two years old and had
e not been in overalls would douid

less have been quite gnod looking.

bad noticed. tou, thut Lis velre wa

well wodulated nnd there were v
breaks In Lis Engllsh. His eyes were,
narticularly attractive, belux expres

sive gray ones

Yet the position he occupied—in a de-
pression jn the tloor over which he hind
rclied her ear—did pot present him in
a favorable light. He scon guot more
or less begrimed in his work. aond alto-
gether It did pet appear a fitting em-
ployment for a good looking young
man. But e hammered away ns
though used to the dirt and grease,
while Winifred sat waiting

Winifred trled to engage him in con-
versation while he worked, bnt the ef
fort was not successful. He gave her
very brief replies and now and aguin
showed by their irrelevancy tbat he
d!d not know whnt she was talking
about. So at last she gaye it up, think-
ing that, after all, interesting ehat was
not to be expected of a greasy e
chianie.

After awhile Winifred fnquired if
there was a telephone handy. and upon
being directed to a room in the garige
where it was she called up her wother,
informed her of the accident and said
that she would not be bhome In time
for luncheon. As soon as she bad de
livered this message the mechanic
went to the telephone room and shut
the door. When be came ont be in-
formed Winifred that the lady of the
house on the grounds would be happy
to bave her lunch with bher e bad
informed ber of the accident and het
presence at the garage, and the invita.
tion had resuited,

Winifred decided to nccept the Invi
tation and awanlt the repairing of her
ear at the house B0 she walked up
the roadway a short distance, meeting
a young lads who was coming to fetch
her and who received her very Kindly,
taking her to the house and introducing
her to her mother. Winifred was In-
forimed that Juncheon would not bew
served immediately. and, meanwhile
she was welcome to the use of & room
or the llbrary or to manke herself at
home In any way she liked. But she
found her hosts so affalile. so engaging
thnt she preferred chatting with them,

She gave an acconnt of her acceldent
and dwelt especinlly on the valunble
services of thelr chinuffenr. How Kind
he had been! She did not Know what
slie would have done had lie not coma
along to help her She became suh
clently at bome with her hosts to pally
the young lady on the danger of hav.
Ing so attractive a chauffeur. Hoth
mother and daughter smiled and sald
that in this case no misalllance wns
possible.

Winifred -gspent an hour in this way
liefore luncheon wus aunounnced (Un
entering the dining .room she stoppedd
on the threshold, paralyzedd. A young
man stood at the head of the table
ready to drop Into n seat When he
anid the Indies saw the expression on
Winifred's face nall three burst Into n
Inuzh. Tbhe young man was the me
chinnje-chaufleur, but be was without
his overalls

*1 gshould have refused my congent.'”
sild the mother, “to this deception. 1
wns overpersunded.*

“No harm done, I'm sure.” snld the
young man. “T'he young Indy took me
for a1 chaulfeur. amnd 1 simply didn't
disabnse her mind.*

By this u Winifred bad regained
some of ber equanimity and joined In
the lmogh or at least teied o, assuring
her hiosts thiat she could not ]"--\_-.'H-:'l'
Dlnme nny one who had been so Kind
to her. whereupon the mother mada
an explanation. She told Windfred that
the young man, her son, had but re
cently gradunted from a =school of
technology nmd had n grent fancy for
mechanics They found his ability to
repale thelr automobiles very conven-
ient."”

“Since he I8 my hvother,” put in the
voung Indy, with a sparale in her eyve,
“there ¢can he no Tear'—

But slie was stopped by a warning
look from her mother nnd a hlush shae
saw rising on Winifred's eheek

And so it was that Winitfred Kk nowl-
top went out In hep ear ot 10 o'¢cloek
in the moring and a few hours Inter
faomilinrlg with persons
o Hd not vet kpow
The my her that bhe hiad Hn-
ishenl hie rer 1 v her ear nnd -
H for his work he
she wonldl permir

home 'he

stead of sen:
wonkl feel
iim to drive Lot ’ r
mintter f ol an this bnsis,
and nfter m HIF ngrires ¥ Epent by
the pairty toge rorthe voutig man went
for Winifred’ ahille she tele-
phoned  her ot sl wonld
glinrtir he n el her ear
hnthh In o0 i )il ks to 1he
IHin o hinegd eep t ad hie moth-
rinined aml

herself of ber
recently - of gilding
her ear ¢ the wheel to her
escenrt it ' il ge=lf of rthe
rottndn bout
LOUTES. O I el ber hontas
tlll dinner Then Winifred would
not t e T30 return until he bad
dined w
The conveunien of hoarcing = me
chanle and chauffour In oue was Iraps-
ferred to the Isnow s, siucee the sald
mechanic-ehauMear marcied Winifred

Dec. 16 in American
History.

JTI—=""pBosinn ten
ment of n Deays
by Great Britain,
thie ships sod thre

cltizen
sever
dred chiests overbonrd

Tii—The United States
eulzed by Franre
1835—Great fire In New §

(M INE)

1863 —General Johin Buford, noted Fed
eral cavalry leader conspicuous in
the first doy’'s hattie at Getrysburg,
filed

191G—Melviile I» [andon,. Lhuamorouas
writer aud lecturer, kpown as EM
Perkins, died; born 1538%.




