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By JULIAN JOHNSON.
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Moroaseo was not merely ss
Abont 1904 he organized
vor Morosco Producing company,
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ke money

red

which probably stands today.In point of
supreme effectiveness and perfect tech-
nlque, comparable to none save Au-
gustin Daly’s organization in Its finest
Iflower. It was not a mere theatrical
lcompany—it was absolutely institution-
ial: it was an American Comedie Fran-
chise.

Morosco had now
of general lmportance
west, for be had proved that
the syndicate. then sll powerful, stead-
l{ly and Insolently malntained to be im-
iposible, the preparation and presenta-
tion of thoroughly high c¢lass produae-
tlons with which New York city bad
nothing te do

But success hreeds competition, and
the more resolute the trinmph the bit-
terer the certaln oposition. Morosco,
who perhaps fancied himself a secure
| monarch upon a wholly insular throne,

become n fgure
through the
which

awoke one morning confronted with a
five million dollar rival corporation, a
'theatrical firm perhaps ticher than
any other In the world, for 1t wa
backed by two banks and a trust com-
agninst his original! ten dollar
\éapital--and for two years the power
of a great theatrical name in New
York had been steadlly nsed stow
away every available play in tids coun
The concern wns
company of Los

5

pany
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try and in Europe.
ithe superb Belasco
Aungeles.

Mornmseco, WAL

in

parlance,
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great
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| assuredlr “rewed 4
military
itself,

L34 L

solute eenins
manifested The
Morogco company, at the heizht of its
fame power, dissolved like side
walk lee under a hot sun. He dispersed
it himseif as rapldly he conld get
rid of hig people. Cheerfully, smiling-
Iy, he reverted to the semi-melodrama

0]

and
04, ]

BER BENEATH THE PERGOLA
OF HIS LOS ANGELES HOME.

man
vor|

|
l-‘-.’ forme=r days.
came the seat of fa

the homely “people’s chojee.™

Abhout this time or a littie before he
had essayed Broadwny favor or disap-
proval with n e of his own, “The
Judge and the Jury.” Broadway laugh-
ed uproariousziyr. and such langhter is
more dreadfel than the sting of a thou-
gamd lashes. Afierward he wrote three
straizht succes-es,;

Month after wonth, during the
ous relgn of the 1
pany in Los Angeles, Morosco silently
toiled.

A lfew
the rival

The other theater be-
hion. the Burbank

g‘.nri-
iclaseo theater com-

rears after the inception of
organization the town was

l

nouncement that Ollver Morosco had
|absorbed it Single handed and alone
he had completely surroumnded the
five millon western theatrical trust and
had It ¢cut off from its base of supplies.
! He had all the plays and the call on
all the actors,

From that moment Oliver Morosco
ne a national tigure.
hortly afterward be produced Rich-
ard Walton Tullr's startling play, “The
Rird of 1 im New York. It
was a sensation
Then followed
Dresden chinn

s

wllse,™

Manners’
My

romedy,

Hartley
“Teg o
est dramatic sgccess in ten years,

Like a king who srorns the captared
capital, Morosce turned rival
| Angeles house, now his undivided prop-

the

erty, into a fane of vaudeville.
He bullt the magniticent
theater and-there manages and brings
wesl upon his own - responsihility
finest of the traveling attractiona
He acquired the Los Angeles theater.
| Los Angeles’ oldest and most historic

fiedd to FLOWER PLUCKING IN DECEM- |theater

He acquired the Lyceunm theater. an-
other of its well known dramatic

startled one morning by the simple an-;

Heart.” It was and s New York's great- |
J.os!

Majestic}

the |

MR. AND MRS. OLIVER MOROSCO AND THEIR SON WALTER,

| values metropolitan success and §§
pleased by it, he will count himseif sp
eventual fallure if he does not plets
the whole country the while

Morosco™s greatest achlevement, by
producing originally a third of the e
cent New York =nccesses in his om
half dozen theaters in Los Angels
has proved most startTlingiy to Brad
way that progress and enlightenmest
bave moved beyond the Hudson, asd'
he has, by steadily ralsing Califorly
standnrds, eompelled exporting prods
cers to rendjust their scheme of offering
and to present across the continest
shows which are continually getting
better and better.

Morosco has raised the tone of sl
theatrical entertninment from Missosd
to the Faraliones, He has put not ¢y
punch, but modernity, into the shew
husiness from Vancouver to Ei Pasa

By reflex action this rise in artiste
temperature has affected the eutim
east.

What next? . |

Enrope. He has already scheduled prs
ductions In Berlin, Paris and [ﬁ
for 1914, each In the language of
conntry. Two of England's most celé
brated playwrights are finishing pless
for his use in the notumn of 1814 B
wame has become the synonym for s o
-oss on Broadway, where scarely
wore than half a duzen vears ap il
was laughed nt—and forgotten

Moroseo eonaueread, perhaps, beesns
he was lHke Napoleon, who satd that
his wictoriere were unnvarving beelil
he knew esery detail of militarism. |4
a campaign were to be mapped .
conld map it, and, by the same toke BB
if canunns were to be made or .
| he covtd make or mend them. SoMe
rosco, Yhere is nothing in front orbe
hind ¥, from writing the plams
to planting the press stuff, which b

cannot do—hns already done!

—
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[ places. -

|  And. lastly, he has built the magnifi.

}"n'-:lt Morosco thester, a producing
bouse whose company Is second to
none nnd whoke architecture is incom-

| para ble,

I! from the pitifully desolate palr of fur-
nished rooms amid surroundings of re-
spectable but dreary poverty the family
{Walter junior is fourteen now, a mag-
nificent young replica of his father and
still the only child)y has moved by
quick stnges to the magnificent Moros-
co home on Elden avenne, Los Ange-

'.'r-.-a, a residence costing $150.000, filled

| with art tfeasures from the world
over, or in the summer to the almost

! ducal estate in the conntry and on the
e at Playa & Rey (Place of the
Eingo

Last winter Morosco produced in Chi-
caro Panl Armstrong’s “The Escape™
a terrific and Instantly successful study

| of tenement life in a great city.

Thizs summer he brought there “The
Tik-Tok Man of O2,” an operetta whose
song hits were written by himself,
The piece is still running to capaeity

houses

I.oo Dietrichstein nnd Silvio Hein, the
country’s foremost musical combina-
tion. have just finished a pew comie
apera for Moresco production,

AMornsen successes this yvear will oe-
cupy six New York theaters, -

Throngh all of this his motto has
been. “The Conuntry at Large™ He
does not live in New York,. He makes
his home in the west: he s of the west
aund always will be. He contends that,
notwithstanding WNew York's pre-emi-
1ence,; the greatest theatrical interest
iz the Interest of the multitude of oth-
er towns and eMiexs that the ninety-
five million. not the five million, come
| in for first consideration: that perhapa
there are other standards of judgment
than New York's, and that, while he

|
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Empire Theatre

Remember the Show That Still Holds the Record for At.
tendance at the Empire will be here but three days

MONDAY, TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY

‘“Little Miss Mix=-Up”

Johnny & Ella Galvin

Two Bhows Wednesday Night
Phone 708.
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riends here the first of this week
E. K. Ausbrook of Rock lsland was
Watest vigitor hera this week nt |
bome his W. G. Aus-|
X
nlter Warren and amily have mov-
ed to East Moline
Saturday 17 friends of Crystal Bryaa
her a surprise party, it being her
birthday anniversars Those |
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The Baptist Ald soclety met Wednes |

&t

'8
th

I.v]le <

spent

1

on of officers took place.

Sunday with Mr. and Mrs. W
Jones
Mrs, Anna and children
gient one 2ay the first of the week at
Hampton with her mother.
The Watertawn Methodist
schocl elected the following
| for the coming xear at the
held recently: Superintendent, Charles
Coleman; assistant superintendent, W
1G. A superintendent
rell, Mrs, H. P, Cosner: superintendent
teachers’ training, George Coleman;
| superintendent home department, Mrs.
B. F. Hix; recording secretary, George
Coleman; treasurer, Dena Rah: libra-
rian, Harry Millett;
| brook; chorister Miss Grace [.ucas;
president - Sunday- school missionary
society, Mrs. Mamie Loy
Sunday school temperance soclety, H.

A

Peterson

officers
mesling

isbrook ;

Burtis, Davenport
WEEK OF

Monday, January 26
Matinee Wednresday and Saturday

The Liebler Co.'s World's Greatest
Dramatic Spectacle

The Garden
Of Allah

ert Hichens and Mary Anderson,
A Romance of the Sahara with its
Caravans of Arabs, Camels,
Horses, Donkeys«and
Goats.
orgegyus Scenes. Company of 200 |
Price.s—50c, 75¢c, $1, $1.50, $2.
Special wrices Wednesday matinee,
S0c to $1.50.

8 G

Sunday |

cradle |

planist, Lela Aus- |

president |

3 ] 1 2 : T F
ays with her sister, | day at the home of Mrs, Oshorn, Elec- | E. Blggs: home department  visitors’

see them sold for' & fraction of their | meeting will be calied at 2 o’#

commitiee, W. G. Ansbreok and Miss | value. Other members have expressed | Announcenient was made to ﬂl!*

class No. 1,
Mina Gill;

' ference: leachers,

Fern Mitchell;

clasg No, Grace Lucas;
| Fred Chidester: class No.'5, oot
ed: class No. 6, Presgsley Meeker,

class No, 2,

class No.

Royal XNelghbors officers ‘was held
Tuesday evening at the Baptis: church.
After business an oyster supper was
| served by the ladies.

Mrs. (i, E. Peterson and Mrs, A D.
Cox were tricity shoppers Thursday.

Mrs. John Dawson and Mrs. Howard
Adams and little son of East Mgline
were *calling “on
| Thursday

Mrs. Henry Allen 8 recovering from
a 10 days" iliness with the grip

Miss Allie Trout of the hospital foree
| is suffering a nervous breakdown and
| is mow at the home of B. F. Hix.

LIVESTOCK MEN
~ DISCUSS A SALE

of the Coal Valley
Exhibit.

The various commliitees of the Coal

Bernadine Cox. Gol-| A dramatization of the novel by Reb-| Valley Live Stock Pavilion association
after-
was decided to have an ex-|

were in
| IR It
hibitors® sale ‘he last day of the show
which I8 to be held Feb. 11 to 13
The question of a sale of the dis-
play has been much discussed by the
committees, Several expressed their
disapproval of the plan of offering at
auction the exhibits and it did not
seem fair f'o those who had spent

session Scturday

MAIL ORDERS NOW,

much time In preparing exhlbits to

; [ their exhibits might do so and those | forced.

nam- |

Instaliation of Modern Woodmen and |

Watertown friends |

Mr. and Mrs. Warren cof East Moline | Grace Lucas, elected by quarterly con- | desire to realize a little money from ] that all exliibits must be on the §
Miss | their efforts.

finally agreed |at noon of the first day of the &=

pe  strictly &

It was
| that those who wished 1o dispose of and this rule wili

| whio were tinwilling to part with them’|

Chamberlam’'s Cough HemedFsh i
very valuable medicine for tRFStEsy
lang  troubles, quickly relle
| cures, painful breathing and A SEE
' cough which i
Sold by

|ruu!d have them returned.

Iit. L. Bowwan, G. B. Krapp and Ray
Morgan were pamed to make arrange-
ments for a machinery exhibit

Tuesday afternoon the figance\andjous ‘sounding
at | congested lungs,
The | gists.—(Adv.)
LY

-l
|
1
| advertising commiitee will meet
| the Commercial hotel in Moline.

e P—

THE |ILLINOIS Friday, Jan. 2‘“‘,?_

e
i
2
|

|Auction to Be Held on Last Day.-‘

Packed audiences applaud it everywhere, Physiclans endorse
praise it. A stark and vital drama. The dramatic shock
cade. Certainly has the punch. A plain-spoken play.
Young answer the lure they mus' pay the price. A physicial
is to abide by his oath of Hippocrates.

Prices 256c, 50¢, T8¢, $1.00, $1.50
SEAT SALE WEDNESDAY 9 a. m.
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