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FORMER MAYOR OF GEORGIA TOWN KILLS
A MADMAN AND MAKES HIMSELF A HERO
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Tllinois Railroads to the People—No. 7.

Public Loss vs. Public Gain

Individual Savini Under the Two-Cent Law

0SS

Compared With

to the General Public

“The interest of the producer, the shipper, the merchant, the investor, the financier
and the whole public in the proper maintenance and complete efficiency of the raillways
is too manifest. They are indispensable to our whole economic life.”—President Wilson.

The Railroads and Business

Whatever impedes brisk circulation of money in the
buying and selling of merchandise and of labor is a
brake on business, for all business is interdependent.

When the buying power of railroads is cut down, the
entire community and all lines of business are
adversely affected far more than by the slackening in
any other industry, for two reasons:

1. Railroads are the largest buyers of labor and of
merchandise (material and supplies)

2. A greater percentage of railroad expenditure than
of expenditure in any other industry, goes directly and
guickly back to the public in thc channels of trade.

Where Railroad Money Goes

Out of each dollar received by the railroads for the
only thing they have to sell, which is transportation,
more than 95 cents goes back to the public immedi.tely
to pay for carrying on the business.

Of this 95 cents, labor gets 44': cents, purchase of
material and supplies from factory, forest and mine
absorbs 25 cents, and the remainder goes for betier-
ments, taxes, rentals and other fixed charges.

Even the Jittle that remains for profit surplus and
dividends—which is a fraction less than 5 cents, goes
back to the public; for the people as stockholders, own
the railroads and draw the dividends.

This distribution of railroad earnings is according
to Interstate Commerce Commission computation.

Effect of Two-Cent Law

When the maximuom rate of passenger fare in Illinois
was cut from 3 cents a mile to 2 cents in 1907, rail-
road earnings were reduced by millions per year
railroad buying power was correspondingly
and all business correspondingly checked.

There is no reason for believing that Illinois rairoads
carried more passengers in 1913 at 2 cents a mile
than they would have carmried at 3 cents. Official
Railrcad and Warehouse Commission figures show
travel has not been stimulated by the reduction

T
reduced

Millions Taken Out of Business

If these roads could have received in 1913 the same
average rate per passenger per mile which thewv
recsived in 1907, before the rate was cut, they would
have had $6,287.738 more to be put back immediately
into the channels of trade.

Figure that every year for a period of years and reflect
on what a wet blanket it has been for business.
What has the public gained to offset this loss?

- -
What Compensating Gain?

The average distance traveled, per passenger, in
Iilinois in 1913 was 25.16 miles and the average fare
paid was 44 cents. If the railroads could have had
the net rate per mile which they had before the 2-cent
law of 1907, the average fare per passenger in 1913
would have been 51 cents, or only 7 cents more than
was paid. Who would feel that? .

To the railroads of Illinois, whose prosperity is vital
to the praosperity of the state, $6,287,738 a year means
the difference between progress and retrogression.
To the traveling public, it has meant an average
saving of seven cents i year—a five-cent cigar and a
postage stamp. Think this over.

Something for Nothing Impossible

The eternal law of compensation has not yet been
repealed. In one way or another, we must pay for what
we get in this world and we get only what we pay for.
The railroads have tried to live under reduced pass-
enger revenues without letting the service go down.
They cannot continue indefinitely to do so.

ink this over and yvou will see, as President Wilson
g b .

,that the whole public is interested in "the proper

maintenance and complete efficiency of the railways.”

Think
objection to the raiiroad request for a maximum legal

fare of 22 cents a mile.

this over and you will find no reasonable

For a maximum fare of 2'2 cents a mile iz absolutely
essential, at this time, to “the proper maintenance and
complete efficiency of the railways.”

Railroad Weilfare is Inseparable from Public Welfare
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! Adopts a Pretty Little Baby Girl—
I.Mr and Mre. George Martin, Pasadens
| Aats, are the proud parents of a prety |
lirtle haby daughter which they have |
legally adopied and taken Into their
{home. The little one has been named
Mary Elizabeth Martin, The adoption
papers were flled Saturday In‘the conn-
ty recorder’s office. :
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Divorce Petition—Through Attoruey
C. W. Jones, M. F. Waraock has filed
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rudo Springs, Pikes Peak, Poueblo, the stupendous and w 8
Royal Gorge and Salt Lake City. Then vou should return f
the North Facific Coast and efther Glacler or Yelowstone

FPark You will never have the same opportunity and if you use t}
through Pullman service of the Burlington Route (C. B 'L Q. R. R.)
or join one of those comfortable, economical and carefree Personally
Conducted Excursions, you can see the wo
exira cost, for you will paes =il those most {nteresting points b:

ers of Colorado

lght. Don't forget that

‘ere's the idea! Sit right down and write or come in and e
A40%W many expect to make the trip, just when you want to go
points ¥ou want to visit, how jong wvou expect to stay, | i

plan a trip especially fitted to your tims and ther ou will
know all about it

your complete

neads
if you decide to go, 1 will make arrangements for
trip. when the time comes for you to start. Do it to-

day—before you forget it.

Butlinatan

Miss D. Oden,
Passenger agent.
Rock Isiand, Iil,

F. A. Riddell,
Ticket Agent,
Telephone R.

Burlington Route Depot 20th §t. & 2d Ave.
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