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PROHIBITION HAS

PROVED FAILURE;

PRESIDENT KUHDE

5 J

Head of State I.lqnor Peal' Trotec-tjfr- e

Association Saj s Trend is
Away From It.

CITES RESULTS OF EI,KCTTO:SS

Anti-Salm- n Forces Sharply Arraigned
- . for Methods They Are Vsing

? In TruIr Pimnf.tirns

Citir.A' results of elections in state
and nation as proof of h?s Ftatement,
Ernest IVundo, president ofthe Illinois
Liquor Ha'ers' Protective association,
declarer Vefore the convtwitlon today
that the",trend generally ,1s against
prohibition and county cpt!on and i

back to lirtnse and local control of
the paloon ii'Site. This stat ?ment was
male as paj't of the presidents iUl- -

nual report,, which. together with th--

reports of. other officers, was Fubmit-- ;
ted at the opening session at Turner
hall.

"In looktng over thio wet and dry
horizon for the past year," said Pres-
ident Kunde, 'e hare much to be
thankful for, as' the dark cloud of
prohibition are gradually drifting
aside and the people ere again assert-
ing their rights rjid r.fuse to bo hood-iWdnk- ed

by underhanded political
mvthods of the a: Uiauionists." Con-
tinuing,. Mr. K uncle said:

"Although seven states presumably
went drpn Jan. I, last, some by pop-

ular vote, others by legislative en-

actment, yef even now some are grow-
ing restless uni?e r the burdensome
vokeof prohibition, .and Arkansas will
again vote on the nest ion in Novem-
ber next, with ev ery prospect of re-

turning to a 'saf.s.' 'sane' license sys-

tem. Ohio last VeTember repudiated
prohibition by an .overwhelming ma-

jority of T.kCOO f.r il adopted a home
rule bill, which rob used the dry cities
and towns under t.be old comity op-

tion and secured fur them the right
to again decide the rigdit to license
the-- sale of liauor within their bor--

ders without the dictation of the farm- - j

ing community ut tne ouun- - .

tv. The Btate or .rnioni is
that, after saraplinsr prohibition for
50 years, returned loir years aero to
a license system, ag;Vn repudiating
the false heresy and expressed itself
well satisfied with a legitimate license
experiment.

"The great state of Teras has also
followed !n the footsteps of its little
sister Vermont and refused to have
anything to do with a prohibition ref-

erendum. In Missouri and Iowa the
dry candidates for governor have been
repudiated and more liberal-minde- d

men have been nominated for that
high office.

Much to Be Thankful For.
"In our own prairie state of Illinois

we have much to be thankful for.
Last fail we had a few 'wet' and 'dry'
elections In these countf.'S that are
not under township organization.'
Two Illinois towns which had been
dry for two years swung back into the
'wet column in last fall's elections,
and we won a further victory by re-
taining two 'wet' towns which held
elections.

and .Wellsville were the dry-town- s

which we won. the former by
a majority of 37 and the latter by 159.
In Percy lf3 of the 2'.i" women voting
cast their ballots in favor of the sa-

loons. In Mounds, a wet town, which
voted to remain 'wet' by 130, 194 of
the 305 women voters voted wet.
Beardsfown. the larcest town voting, j

stayed wet by 4S2. In Willisville 11!)
women voted wet to 92 dry. Nine of
the 11 towns voting had been dry since
1913. Grand Chain remained dry by
145 and Thebes by SI. Metropolis
gave the drys a majority of 24. as
against one of S9 two years ago, a
moral victory for the wets. Coulter-vill- e

went dry by a majority of 21.".
The dry majority in IDin was 224.
Sixteen women voti'd wot. 21 dry.
I'llin remained dry by OS and Baldwin
by 9 majority.

"Pinckneyville. county seat, of Per-
ry county, remained dry by a major-
ity of 1",7: two years aco it was 234,
mother moral victory for the wets.
More thin 2,200 votes were polled,
the largest number cast in the history
of the precinct. The women voted dry
by 300 majority.

"By this you will note that we not
only won two dry cities, but retained
the wet cities in which cont"sts werM
held, and in those dry cities that vot-- I

ed to remain so, th" dry majority wpsf
very materially cut. down, whi' h clear- - j

ly indicates that the people are slowly
but surely awakening to the errors of
local option.

Broke More Than Even.
"At the spring local option elections

wo again broke more than even, win-
ning back some lost territory and los- -

ing in others. The results were no
surprise to the officers of your asso-
ciation. Of course, we regret that El-

gin and Freeport and other cities did
not come back into line, and that Mo-

line should have gone 'dry,' but there
was a smile of satisfaction when it
was reported that Waukegan had
fallen. There are a few regular fel-

lows tnere, but a majority are a lot of
individuals who could not and
would not come together for their own
protection. They depended on out-
siders to do their fighting for them,
and as a result they have no sympa-
thizers. In all Lake county there are
less than half a dozen that belong to
our association.

"The drys won victories in Moline,
with 46 saloons; Mount Pulaski, with
wheretherewere.51 saloons; Waukegan
20; Dixon, with 12, and in more than
a dozen other townships heretofore
wet. In about 75 townships where
there had never been a saloon, the
'drys' won of course. These elections
in avowedly dry sections were called
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form some kind of a miracle to com-

pel the mayor to permit the saloons to
open on Sunday. Some are trying to
cheat with, if all reports are true,
doubtful success. Our hands are tied.
The law is on the statute books, and
the mayor with his revoking power
has expressed , his determination to
keep the saloons closed and to punish
all violators with a permanent revo-
cation of their licenses."

Other Iteport"! Read.
Reports were also submitted by Ed

T. Fahey, secretary of the Liquor
Dealers and the attorney, board of
auditors and the national delegates of
that organization, and by the officers
of the Mutual Assistance society.

CONVENTION NOTES

Music by Bleuer's band helped to
keep things livened up while the dele-
gates were arriving yesterday after-
noon and last evening. The band made
a tour of the hotels, giving short con-

certs in each.

The Stateealers use the Australian
ballot in their elections, notwithstand-
ing the general belief that the vote to-

morrow will be practically unanimous
for the reelection of the old staff. No
opposition was in sight today.

Times have changed somewhat since
Rock Island last entertained the state
association some ten years ago, but it
is pretty much the same old bunch
which isfdong the heavy work of the
convention.

Tim Collins is strongly mentioned as
candidate for national delegate, but
last nit,ht someone stampeded Ed
Berry into the race. Tim and Ed finally
agreed to settle it amicably according
to which side of a set ot little Ivory
cubes happened to turn up.

A number of the delegates came by
auto. Joseph Selotto of East St. Louis
did not, but he brought marks of hav-
ing ridden in a machine. He bad Just
spent five weeks in a St. Louis hospital
with a mashed up arm and he consult-
ed a local physician in regard to the
member while here.

Among the first delegates to arrive
was Rud Vonachen, state vice presi-
dent. According to his own statement,
Rud is still a democrat.

The lobby of the New Harper house
resembled a beehive last night. It
seemed like one great family reunion.
Everybody apparently knows every-
body. Judging from the handshaking
and renewal of old acquaintances.

A good many of the boys who at-
tended the convention in Hock Island
in 1907 are on the ground again, and
they look like good risks for any wide-
awake life insurance agent.

Ernest Kunde, the state president
still retains his cool head, in splte-o- f
the turmoil. No chance for anybody to
run against him an opponent could
not get his name printed on the ballot.

Ed Fahey, from Dloomington, the
state treasurer; is still on the water-wago- n.

Ed says nothing but seltzer
and Rhine wine for him, mostly Rhine
wine. Bartenders' union, please take
notice.

When it comes to fixing fences you
have to hand it to Peoria. John Thobe
is there with the goods. The only
thing the boys wonder about is why
doesn't John ever ask for anything for
himself?

John S. Flanagan is again a candi-
date for tho national convention.Flanagan doesn't need to worry. John
Thobe is his campaign manager and
that makes the election unanimous, lly
the way are the minutes of the meet-
ing held at room 43 this 2 a. m., for
publication?

Neil Bonner, national president, at-
tended the state meeting here today aspart of a tour of the state organiza-
tion he is making. He leaves here this
afternoon for Buffalo, N. Y., and will
go from there to Baltimore. He had
intended to go to Kansas City and oth-
er places farther west, but Mrs. Bon-
ner, who accompanied him. was feeling
the strain of travel and desired to re-
turn home.

Bob Halle, the old war horse and
editor of the Champion-Fai- r Play has
not lost his taste for dressing well
since we saw him last.

M. J. McCarthy, the all beloved state
secretary, got his trunks all right, but
the bell hops had a time to get them in
the room. Judging from the slie of
the trunks, the business of state secre-
tary's office must have grown during
the last year,

Herrman Dittmar left his rheuma-
tism at home this year, also his cane,
and with the exception of some hairon his head. Herrman is all here.

Kdwardsville ia still on the map.
Louis May, one-ha- lf of tha twins, is
here.

FIRST SESSION OF

37TH CONVENTION

Lffinor Dealer Out In Fort for
slderathin of Important Ilaoi.

ijcm of the Year.

MFFTIYf; HELD AT Tl l:FR TIAU

Addresses, Officers' I.'eport. and 6mL
nations Take p TJm Ij0r.

Jnir the Forenoon. ""'

Rock Island extended a wlr-orn-e to-day to f.00 dAiegaten fo th ?,7th an-
nual convention of the Liquor LealerrProtective association of HUnoln
which opened Its business seailonithis morning at Turner hall. Earlymorning showers had settled the dutand freshened things generally,
from the decoraflons which looked abit bedraggled, and the visitors sett Jed
down to bii'lnens with an pvMcnt in-
tention of rlfaning It up without un-
necessary loss of time.

Mayor William McConorhie welcom-
ed the delegates on behalf of the mu-
nicipality and Joseph L. Haas for tho
local association of dealers. Themayor spoke briefly an! Mr. It...

! made an eloquent plea for personal
j privilege and scored those who en
deavor to set themselves up a regula-
tors of the habits of thMr fellow men.

Especial interest attached to the
address of William Haase, president
of the Iowa association, who npoke
for that organization. Mr. liaaite,
though a Davenport man, is in bul-nes- 3

now in Rock Island. He ppoks
for a clean saloon, saying in part:

"I come as a refugee, representing
an association that, has fought its bat-
tle and has met defeat. There never
was a battle fought where the partic-
ipants did not learn something which
on a similar occasion they can use to
their advantage.

"It would be impossible and un-

profitable to undertake to cover th
entire field of lessons learned and the
bitter experience in our struggle for
existence in Iowa. I have therefore
resolved to call your attention to Juit
two points that appear to me to be of

j prime importance, and that should be
constantly in your minda.

"At every convention of liquor dea-
lers, whether state or national, no op-
portunity is lest by any speaker to
urge upon the convention the idea of
cleaning up tho saloon, so I will not
be an exception to the rule.

Insist on Enforcement.
"It is, of course, of the greatest im-

portance for each and every one en-

gaged in the liquor business to see to
it that his place is so conducted that
all possible evils from the liquor traf-
fic are eliminated. The laws should
be respected and obeyed, and those
engaged in our business should be the
first to insist upon the strict enforc-
ement of all the laws regulating our
traffic. Too much stress cannot be
put upon this proposition. We should
be second to none in the state in our
earnest desire to bring about the best
possible conditions obtainable in re-

gard to morals and sobriety.
"I feel it my duty to suggest, how-

ever, that after you have performed
your duty to the fullest extent in this
respect there is nothing that you could
possibly do that would satisfy the
fanatic and the agitator for prohib-
ition. These men are bent upon de-

struction. If a man were permitted to
have but one drink each day. and a
prayer meeting were conducted in
each saloon in the state each week,
with double services on Sunday, the se-

nator and the fanatic would still be
busy and insist upon your destruc-
tion. Nothing in the world will satis-
fy these men. excepting absolute con-

trol of everyone e lse's morals and

Salon .Meets Demand.
"There are many conditions in the

liquor business that most of you would
like to eliminate. Hut the saloon is

the result of the public demand, ind
whatever evils exist there are the re- -

pult of the system and the weaknesses
of the saloon more than of the saloon
keeper himself.

"Legislation on the liquor question
is controlled to a laro extent by the
enemies of the traffic and it is an un-

known thing for a lecUlature to calm-

ly ami dispassionately consider the l-

iquor problem with a single thoujnt
in mind, and that to obtain the bet
possible conditions of sobriety wit-
hout unduly interfering with the Wi-vidu- al

rights of the people.
"legislation on thi subject shmna

(Continued on Page Three).
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ASTHMA SUFFERER
Write today. I will tell you. free oj

charge, of a simple home treatuieai
ror asthma which cured me after ph-
ysicians and change of climate i4"'
1 am so grateful for my present K'J
health, after years of sufferlnt. that
want everyone to know of tlu
derful treatment. Mrs. Nellie fcvao.

UPON LIQUOR MEN

Kecretary McCarthy of 8tat Affocia- -

tlon Says l'eopl Should Be
Informed of Facts.

KXrOSE FALLACIES OF THE DRYS

Xiitnal Assistance Society, Formed to
Protect Member!, Shows Re-

markable Growth.

A campaign of education was urged
in the annual report made today by M.

J. McCarthy, Btate secretary of the
Liquor Dealers, who in this connec-
tion, said:

"Educational campaigns are all the
rage now. Many of our fraternal es

guch as the Elks, Eagles and
other similar organizations have publ-

ic, speakers who address Chautauqua
meetings and other public gatherings
in behalf of their respective organiza-
tions, and such a plan should be en-

couraged by the united liquor interests.

The Brewers' association of Chi-

cago are publishing a series of very
instructive advertisements in the lead
ing daily papers exposing the fallacy
of prohibition. The arguments ad-

vanced are most convincing and have
struck terror to the hearts of profes-
sional agitators, who, unable to an-

swer the statements published, are ap-

pealing to the managers and owners of
the Chicago dailes to refuse all such
advertisements, but so far without
avail, as the advertisements contain
nothing but that which is true and
truth must prevail, no matter how bit-

ter it may be to some people. The same
kind of a campaign has been in force
in Philadelphia for some time and is
meeting with the same kind of oppo-

sition.
"I would urge our members to cut

these advertisements out and place
them in the windows of your place of
business so that 'those who can may
read.'

"In this connection I would urge our
members to keep thoroughly posted on
all things connected with the trade. It
is surprising how many call at our
office seeking information that they
could obtain in their own trade paper.
The Champion of Fair Play, and in this
connection, I would urge that the lo-

cal associetions subscribe for this pa-

per for each one of their members. It
would keep them posted on all matters
pertaining to the trade and partic-
ularly to this organization, as we pub-
lish our monthly reports therein. The
district of Cook recently subscribed
for all of the members in Cook coun-
ty, and I understand that many of our
larger associations have done the
same thing, such as Peoria, Pekin,
Aurora, Rock Island, Danville, Kanka-
kee, Mt. Olive and others and the re-

ports "are that by so doing they keep
up the interest of the members in the
organization and make better members
of them, and I hea-rtil- y endorse the
plan and urge upon all the locals to
adopt this plan."

Auxiliary is Prosperous.
Mr. McCarthy also devoted consid-

erable attention to the affairs during
the last year of the Mutual Assistance
society of Illinois, now closing its
fifth year. This organization, which is
an auxiliary of the State Liquor Deal-
ers, was formed for the purpose of
providing protection for its members
in suits- - instituted under the state
dramshop act. The membership, start-
ing at 576 five years ago, has increased
now to 1,730, and saved to Its mem-
bers a total sum of $81,930 in the cost
of indemnifying bonds.

Unscrupulous lawyers were blamed
for the increasing number of suits
started against members of the asso-
ciation, Mr. McCarthy saying in this
connection :

"There has been a decided increase
in the number of suit started recently,
owing in a great measure no doubt to
the class of unscrupulous lawyers
whose means of livelihood has been
somewhat curtailed by the enactment
of the workmen's compensation law,
and I would therefore most strongly
urge all Belf-respecti- and law-abidi-

men engaged in our trade to join
our society at once as a matter of

as this class of lawyers
have turned such talent as they possess
into another line, and suits under the
dramshop act seems to be abott the
only thing left for them."

Chiengo Closing a Farce?
Mr. McCarthy referred to the Sun-

day closing movement in Chicago'as
follows:

"Since our last convention, the un-
expected has happened. The saloons
in Chicago are now closed on Sunday,
or more properly speaking are sup-
posedly closed. After 60 years of con-
stant nagging on the part of reform-
ers, etc., they have at last secured a
mayor of Chicago who is endeavoring
to put the Sunday closing law into
force, if all reports be true, with in-

different success.
"Chicago is incorporated under the

general city and village incorporation
act which gives it the right to license
and regulate the sale of liquor which
has been Interpreted as meaning to
regulate at all times and seasons. The
Chicago city council back in Mayor
Colvin's time repealed the Sunday
closing ordinance and passed one reg-
ulating saloons on Sunday that all
blinds be drawn and doors closed. Un-
der the ordinance the saloons were
allowed to do business on Sunday un-
molested by the city authorities.

"At stated periods some enterprising
reformer would start a crusade
against the Sunday saloon and in ev-
ery instance the organization has
stood by its members with pro-
nounced success. The last attempt was
made by one McCoid, who organized a
little reform organization of his own,
elected himself as general factotum
and proceeded to buslnesa with but
the usual success of "not guilty." That
was the condition of affairs at our last
convention. However, on Oct. 2, like
a clap of thunder out of a clear Bky,
tho mayor of Chicago Issued an order
to his chief of police to close all sa-
loons on Sunday. The mayor, by auth-
ority of the city council, is the sole
authority on the licensing of Baloons.
He can refuse or grant, can revoke or
reinstate licenses at will. There is no
appeal if lie desires to make a deter
mined stand. That is the condition of!
aflalrs in Chicago today and the may-
or has shown no inclination to change
his position on the question.

"Some of our members, forgetting!
what we have done for them ia the'past, are unreasonable enough to
think that the association should per- -
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Secretary Kohrrt J. Hallo of Chicago

entirely 'dry county. Heretofore f.3

of the" 102 "dry counties in the state
have been without silicons. The drys
;(ii,lc!i Henrv cnuntvto the list 1V raa--
turir, tl;e 'Tj0wn of Colona, but lost
McLean and Williamson counties, re-

ducing the number' of arid counties to
.52. The loss of Ii'Soomington took Mc-

Lean county from the dry list, while
the dry defeats in Herrin and Blairs-vill- e

cut off Williamson county.
"The important diy cities which re-

mained dry includd Decatur, Belvi-dcr- e,

Freeport, Matioon, DeKalb, o,

Elgin and Woodstock. The
larger wet cities where the drys were
unaJ.de to gain a foothold included Al-

ton, La SalU-- , Bock Island, Aurora,
Savanna and Galena.

"Women's votes affected the result
in a ltumber of townsTaips, among them
being Moline, a wet city which voted
dry, and Geneva, which remained dry.
Four' townships voted in Cook county,
three voting to remain t and one
votingo remain dry. The hottest fight
was in the township of Proviso, com-

prising the villages of Forest Park,
May wood, Bellwood, lUver Forst and
Meirose Park, with 73 saloons.

Victory in Sprlntr.
. "Two weeks after the township elec-
tions came the city elections on the
wet and dry question and again we
scored a great victory.

"Momenco, after a spectacular fight,
remained in the dry column by a ma-
jority of 39, due to the women's votes.

"Arenzville, Cass co-jnt- dry for
two years, went wet by a majority of
24.

'Tluey, Clinton county, with one sa-- j
loon, voted dry by 11 votes.

"Percy, Kaiulol county, with four
saloons, voted dry by 02 majority,

in the same county, re- -
mained wet by 32.

"Witt, Montgomery county, voted to
remain wet by a majority of 199.

"Atkinson, Henry county, remained
dry by lfi, keeping tho county in the
list of entirely dry counties.

"Ashkuni. Iroquois county, remained
dry by 30 majority.

"Chebanse, in the same county, stays
in the dry column by more than 200
majority.

"Deerriohl remained dry by 92 ma-j- o

rit y.
"Worden. Madison county, remained

wet by ;t vote of 2.".5 to 134. The wo-

men voted wet and .SO dry.
"Nashville, county seat of Wash-

ington county, one of the important
cities, remained wet by PIT. majority.
The dry women outvoted the wet wo-
men by 19 votes.

"Altatnont voted dry by a majority
of So votes. Mound township, in which
Altamont is located, wont into the dry
column April 4 by a majority of 20
votes.

"Mounds, Pulaski county, voted to re-

main in tho wet loiurim by a majority
of IS." votes.

"Arlington Heights, which has al-
ways been 'wet' territory, at the vil-
lage election, by a heavy vote decided
to retain and support its live saloons.
A total of 537 votes were cast for sa-

loons and ?.3S ballots were counted in
favor of closing the bars. Six years
ago a vote was taken to make the vil-
lage 'dry,' but it lost heavily.

"The 'drys' won a victory at La
Grange, the only other village to vote
on the saloon question, when the vot-
ers decided in favor of remaining anti-saloo- n

territory by a voto of 737 to
C.

"In the village elections held
through the state, the wets emerged
victorious over the drys. Arenzville,
which voted dry two years ago, re-
turned to tho wet column; Chillicothe
and North Chillicothe elected wet
boards of aldermen and Arlington
Heights remained wet. The village of
Huey, with one saloon, was voted dry
by 11 votes.

"Danville fialoon keepers are still
doing business at the same old tdand.
It will be remembered that a year ago

license fee, but by common consent
the saloon men kept open during thoj
whole year. The case went to court
and tho drys were beaten.

"It is to bo deeply regretted that
many more of the dry cities did not
return to a license pysrem, but we
must consider that when a city goes
dry, the legitimate dealer who is tied
down with property or family ties,
eecka a new home where he can con- -
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Secretary Michael J. McCarthy, Chicatro

pigs, many of whom employ from five
to six bartenders. Some call them
'clubs;' none, however, pay a license
feo and few contribute to the city's ,

welfare in the way of lines. Even in
dry Rockford, with a dry mayor, there
is more liquor sold now under 'no li-

cense' than there was when the city
received $50,000 a year license fee,
and the dry mayor of Rockford knows
it.

" 'If these facts be so,' says the anti-salooni- st,

'why do the saloon men op-
pose prohibition?' The answer is
simply this that the majority of legit-
imate liquor dealers are honest, law-abidi- ng

citizins of the country who
are ready and willing to light for their
rights and resent 1ho usurpation of
their business by men who have no
respect for the law, and with the going
of the law-abidi- saloon Jceeper goes
with him the pure and whoiebome li-

quors, only to be replaced by law vio-
lators who are ready to take desper-
ate chances and sell the poisonous
compounds and base imitations that
rob and destroy a man of his health
and reason.

"I cannot; c lose my report without
suggesting our platform that will be
presented at the coining legislature.

"First, compensation, as in Euro-
pean countries, for loss of business
and property caused by the creation of
anti-saloo- n territory. All property
owners must be compensated when
their property is confiscated by gov-
ernment or general utility corpora-
tions. The farmers were compensa-
ted when the foot and mouth disease
caused the Mestruction of their stock.
Then when the people decide by their
vote to dissolve the partnership that
for so long has existed between the
liquor dealer and national, state and
city governments, who have always
demanded their Bhare of the profits
before one cent of receipts had been
collected why shonld not tho govern-
ment compensate the outgoing part-
ner? Is it. not right and just? Can
any honest man say 'Nay?' A bill to
this effect will be introduced, and it
will be up to you to bring the neces-
sary influence upon the members of
the legislature to voto for its pas-
sage.

"Horn" rule and local
on all rt.uot ions, including the

liquor question. That is the true so-

lution of the much discussed liquor
question, and again I would ask your
united h"dp.

"A bill to make it a penitentiary-offens-

for anyone to issue a check
on a bank in which the drawer has
not the necessary funds to meet tilo
Bainc, whether he is aware of the fact
or not.

"That all organizations that solicit
funds from tho general public, includ-
ing private hanks, must be under the
general supervision of the auditor of
public, accounts, who must investigate
and report fin tin same. .

"The issue of licenses to none but
bona fide American citizens.

"These, together with other impor-
tant questions, will be submitted to
tho legislature byjhis organization."

Special Train from Chicago.
One might fay there were 200 men

anil women on the special train from
Chicago which arrived at 5 o'clock yes-
terday afternon, but that would not be
the strict truth. The actual number
was 199, as vouched for by the na-
tional secretary, and they were a Jovial
bunch. This train was met at the Fifth
avenue station by the reception com-
mittee and escorted to the New Har-
per, where headquarters is main-
tained. The local committee had a
busy time of it last evening, "making"
incoming trains.

Naturally the visitors will not feel
just right unless the time-trie- d gag is
sprung about the unusual period of
dampness they brought with them, and
to h-r- e it is.

Fred Rhode, president of the district
of Cook, and in charge of the Chicago
special train. Is in hot water. Some
of the boys pawned tin ir return tickets
to buy ie with this morning, and the
worst of it ia the pasteboards are all
gone. What nowj

Aeil Donner, 'atlonal Fresident, Tells
State Liquor Men Propaganda

Is Losing Out.

DE.XOrX'ES CABARET FEATl'IIK

I'rges Passage of Resolutions Strong-
ly Condemning Innovation of

Recent Years.

Neil Bonner, president of the na-

tional association of liquor dealers,
brought a message of cheer from that
organization to the Illinois associa-
tion which he delivered this morning
at Turner hall. Like President Kunde
of the state organization, he predicted
that the dry propaganda has ppent its
force and from now on there will be
a gradual return to license and regu-
lation as the best solution of the liquor
question.

Mr. Bonner congratulated the deal-
ers upon the arrangements made for
the entertainment of their guests from
all over the state, and referring to the
fact that it would do good if some of
the saloon opponents were present in
this beautiful city of Rock Island and
witness the gentlemanly actions and
conduct of the men from the liquor
circles, who were here as delegates,
he further dwelt upon the fact that in
many thousands of miles of travel life
it had rarely been his pleasure to have
visited a more beautiful city of the
smaller class. He stated that it was
evident that the municipal authorities
and citizenship of Rock Island were in
complete harmony, as the te

buildings, beautiful in architectural
design, and the many merchant
stores of a great variety, all beauti-
fully lighted in an te manner,
were evidence,, also, of prosperity.

Mr. Bonner spoke in glowing terms
of the home trait of character display-
ed by the delegates in the fact that
over 100 of the delegates from out of
town were accompanied to this con-

vention by their wives and daughters.
The ladies of the party being so num-
erous", it was also noted, were keenly
alive to all that was taking place
about them and appeared to derive
great pleasure from their visit.

Fallacies Being Becog-nizod-
.

Referring to the general liquor sit-
uation, Mr. Bonner stated that it
ought to be observable to even prohi-
bitionists who have been misled by
many fallacies heretofore, that the year
1916 is witnessing a receding of the
dry wave in this country, and that
while the people can be fooled part of
the time, as the lamented Abraham
Lincoln said, they cannot lie fooled all
the time. Signs of the times in revolt
from the dry hobby of the past has
been, first, the defeat in conservative
Vermont by a two to one vote of the
people of the proposition to put that
state under prohibition law; second,
the defeat in Alabama for a return to
congress of- - that "windy prohibition
leader and misquoter of facts, kissing
bug Hobson;" third, the defeat, in the
state of Nebraska of that latter day,
tidal wave prohibition leader, Mr.
Bryan, iu his candidacy for delegate
to the national convention of the dem-
ocratic party; fourth, the national con-
ventions of all political parties in this
country refusing this year to incor-
porate prohibition planks in their plat-
forms or to even seriously consider
the "dry idea."

Fight for Leadership.
Mr. Bonner referred to the fact that

a large number of the leading newspa-
pers all over the country were now
referring to the loss of prestige by the
dry leaders, and have frequently stat-
ed that the movement now appears to
be a fight to the death between certain
leaders who have become known as
orators with a national wide reputa-
tion, more to keep their positions witli
a large salary attached than to prove
a sincerity in the views they preach
to the public.

Mr. Bonner spoke upon many of the
conditions in trade circles and advised
how to improve conditions from his
knowledge of business in variou3 parts
of the country and particularly spoke
in bitter terms against a continuance
of what is known as the "cabaret"
feature which has within the past three
years crept into business life. He
earnestly appealed to the delegates to
pass resolutions strongly condemning
the continuance of what he termed
this parasite in the liquor circles. He
al so appealed to theRH to encourage
the idea among all the dealers of a
strict observance of municipal and
state laws, also particularly referred
to the small number of dealers
throughout the fctate who, in their
greeil for the many nickels which go
to make up the almighty dollar, were
continuing to bring discredit upon the
trade in general, by their sales to mi-
nors, persons of known intemperate
habits, etc. While this class of retail
liquor dealers do not amount in num-
bers greater than three per cent, yet
they are sufficient to cause distress not
only in trade circles but to the citi-
zenship at large.

Mr. Bonner's address was given
close attention by all of those present
and he was given very cordial ap-
plause.

duct a legitimate business. Those
who remain soon learn that the de-
mand has not been voted away and
that demand must be supplied in some
way, and it is not long when unprin-
cipled men seek to satisfy that de-
mand. This is the real cause why dry
cities remain dry. As an instance, let
mo cite one case among many. Thesecretary of the liquor dealers' asso-
ciation in a certain city that went 'dry
closed his saloon and opened a drug
store. At the end of two years an-
other wet and dry contest was held,
but the old secretary was not on thetiring line and the answer to thequery was, 'He's in the drug business
now, selling more whiaky than heever did. making twice as much mon-
ey. Hasn't to pay $1,000 license fee
and has had only one fine of $25.'
That is tho story. When a city go-- s

dry the regular saloon keeper moves
away and when another election is
held there is no one to carry on the
fight except the property owners and
the blind pigger, and the latter isonly a sham, for he does not want achange of affairs he can do as much
business as ever without the expense
oi a license iee.

Bo Hushlm? Business.
"The fupposedly dry cities of Rock-for- d,

Elgin and Freeport are noted for
the many unlicensed saloons or blind

simply for effect and to make a good! tho city voted wet, but tho board of
showing for the Anti-Saloo- n league j aldermen, by a majority of one, refus-l- n

order that they may continue to! ed to issue licenses, but the treasurer
fleece the unsophisticated out of their! needed the money and he accepted the
hard-earne- d coin.

"The chief wet victory was in
Bloomington, where we wen by a ma-

jority of 14(5. Two years ago 78 sa-

loons were driven out by a dry major-
ity of 75, the women being responsi-
ble We won in 15 other dry towns,
among them being Carlinville and
Lockport. Thirty towns heretofore
wet voted to remain wet. j

"The drys suffered a loss of one
.Do A .55. De Moines. Iowa, j


