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For ﬂtt]y years the continent of North
America h
of the world by Z-rays, the invention of
Hannibal Prudent, president of the united
gvovernmant‘ A message from Count von
erdensteln, chancellor of Germany, that
he has succeeded In penetrating the raf's
hastens the death of Prudent. Dying, he
warns his daughter Astra that foreign In-
vasion 18 now certaln, Astra succeeds her
father as president. Napoleon Edison, &
former pupll of Prudent's. offers to assist
Astra and hisiz at new dlscoverles which
will make North America lmpregnable, A
man giving the name of Chevaller dl
Leon offers Werdensteln the sccret of
making gold in return for European GILE
armament. The chevaller 1s made a pris-
oner. Countess Rosiny, o spy, becomes A
risoner In the hope of dlscovering dl
Veon's seoret. She falls in love with him
and agrees to Join him in an attempt to
eseape. By the usa of rockets he sum-
mons a curfous flying machine. He es-
capes and sends a message to .-}s:lrn
which reveals the fanet that he 8 Napo-
lean Fdison. He warns Astra that the
congolidated fleets of Europs have salled
to Invade America. He calls on Astra the
following night and explains his plans for
defense, By the use of aeroplanes made
of & new substance which 18 indestructi-
ble he expects to annihilate the Enmp;‘-‘an
forces, He delivers a note to von Wer-
denstein on his fagship demanding Im-
mediate withdrawal, He Is attacked and,
by destroying two warships and several
aeroplanes, forced von Werdenstein to
sgree to universal disarmament. The
countess, who has remained In America
As 0 puest of Astrn, recelves an offer
from von Werlenstein of the principal-
ity of Behomburg-Lithow in return for
Edison’s secret, Bdison and hls assistant.
Santos, go in search of new deposits of
tlie remarkable substance, cirynith. ‘They
find {t on the estate of Schomburg-Lith-
ow. The countess geta Santos into her
cluteches. She promisea to reveal Idl-
son's secret as soon as von Werdenstein
turng over tha Schomburg-Lithow estate
to her On the day of the wedding of
Astra and Fdison the countess and Santos
flee the country. Santos perfects a ma-
chine, 1s malle a count and marries the
countess, now princess of Bchomburg-
1ithow. FEdison finds a new deposit of
cleynith and builds a new fleet of alr-
ships. He accldentally discovers a liguid
that will render opposing alrships help-
less. Santos completes a fleet for the
;:rlnoem The aviators of the fleet elect
1er queen, She plansg to master the
world, Werdenstein sends an ultimatum
to Amerlca. Ha dlscovers the princess’
real plans and is In despalr.

CHAPTER XXIl.—Continued.

An hour later an aerodromone land-
ed the chancellor in Berlin. He re
tired to his library and sank into the
chair before his desk in despair. The
weapon that he had counted on had
turned against him. He, too, wae glad
that he had sent Captain Hochamberg
on his mission before the wvisit to
Suemeg.

The next day four aerodromones
started from Suemeg. They were car
rying, suspended from their bodies a
tremendous bomb, Their orders were to
reach the Island of Ciryne by morning
of the coming day.

When Washingten recelved the
news that the European monarchies,
with the exception of England, had
sent an ultimatum, most people sim-
ply smiled and asked: “What can they
do? Napoleon Edison can take care
of them.” ;

Captain Von Hochamberg waited in
valn for orders to reach him at Liv-
erpool, and at elght o'clock he opened
the sealed order. There was another
gealed envelope in the packet and this
order: “Take this letter porsonally to
the address mentioned in the quickest
possible manner.”

The sealed envelope was addressed

as been isolated from the rest

to “Mrs. Napoleon Hdison, Washing-
ton, U, R, of A"

The captain left the German consu-
late and hurriedly secured a stateroom

{on the quickest route to the United

States, and at eleven that morning he
salled for New York,

—_—

CHAPTER XXIII.
The Second Victory.

It was the Tuesday before Than
glving day, '

No one would have thought that
the sunshiny, clear sky would soon be
the fiela of the first aerial encounter.

Napoleon took leave of his wife and
mother, assuring them that as soon
as he had finished his task he would
hurry back to them. After another
embrace from Astra he ascended to
the roof jof the Crystal Palace and
stepped into the Eagle. He was alone.

He floated slowly toward the east.

His preparations were complete.
Jerome Whistler had marshaled all
the men together and they had taken
the aerodromones from the island.
The busy little place was as silent as
the grave this Tuesday morning.

Napoleon rose high in the air and
connected his 'graph with young Sul-
livan who, with his three helpers, had
been patrolling the Pacific Ocean all
night. Young Sullivan told him that
they had sighted four blue-flagged
aerodromones headed for America an
hour before. They were grouped to-
gether and carried a large, heavy ob-
jeet,

Napoleon told Sullivan to stop them
and make them drop the object into
the ocean, If they refused to obey
Sullivan was ordered to use his judg-
ment in his treatment of them, but
they were not to be permitted near
the coast. Young Sullivan bowed and
the connection was broken.

The young man was using the Hawk,
the machine Santos Duprel had used.
He went straight forward to meet the
four strange aerodromones that were
approaching elowly, being handicapped
by the tremendous weight they were
carrying. He signaled for his three
men to come to his assistance. They
answered from the north and south
and he knew that they would hasten
to him. He sped onward, meeting the
four strange aerodromones, They had
glackened their pace and the foremost
answered Sullivan's “Hello,"

“What do you want?" he asked in
German, through the speaking tube,

“T want you to drop that balloon
that you are carrying into the ocean
right here!” replied Sullivan, decid-
edly, in the same language.

“We'll drop it In good time, my
friend.”

When the {four aerodromones re-
fused to stop their flight toward Ci-
ryne, Sullivan made a dart forward
and upward and those in the bur-
dened crafts, knowing the significance
of that upward dart, rose also.

“Will you drop that?" shouted Sul-
livan,

The unswer was a hail of bullets.
Sullivan was surprised to see that
they bored into the protecting shell
of his machine. They did not entirely
penetrate the cirynith. “That {8 some-
thing new,” thought he. After the
return to Ciryne he examined those
bullets and found each tipped with
diamond chips.

He saw, in the distance, two other
aerodromones coming inh answer to his
call for asgistance,

The four hostile aerodromones con-
tinued their fire, and finally Sullivan
pulled the lever that discharged the
collected lightning, It struck the metal
shell of the bomb and the next second
an explosion came that sent the flock
of machines high up into the air. 8ul-
livan’s 'dromone, being to one side,
did not suffer the shock that the oth-
ers had, and he succeeded in spread-
ing the wings and checking the up-
ward flight.

The nature of cirynith was such that
the aerodromones escaped without
much damage, but had the explosive
found a greater resistance than air
there would have been great havoc
among the machines,

The awful shock in the alr was felt
by Napoleon, who was circling above
Madeira, He knew what had hap-

pened, as his aerlal instruments told
him that the disturbance had been in
the air and not on the garth’s surface.
Ciryne wae safe. He had been walt-
ing for Rositta, but now, fearing that
her feet had been diverted to another
couree, he hastened to meet her.

Just a# he sighted the Spanish coast
he saw, spread out In a great crescent,
seventeen birds. He recognized the
“Princess’ as the glittering bird in the
center, leading. His powerful tele-
scope showed that the Princess Ro-
sitta and two men were in the fore-
most machine,

He began to elevate the Hagle, with-
out advancing, and the flotilla of the
Princess Rositta also glided upward.
Thug he knew that he was seen.

He still faced them and the dls
tance between them was rapldly dl-
minishing. He watched the oncoming
Princess closely and saw that one of
the two men was Santos, setrangely
changed. The ruddy cheeks were pale
and he seemed taller. The other man
was a stranger, dressed in the uniform
of Rositta's fleet,

Hardly two miles separated the
Bagle and the Princess when Napo-
leon turned and flew at full speed
toward America. The Princess fol-
lowed. The larger bird slowly gained
on the retreating HBagle. Rositta’s
ayes glowed with excitement; the man
whom she feared, loved and hated was
running from her.

It seemed as though they gained on
him with more rapidity; half a mils,
then a quarter, then only yards were
between them. Rositta was now sure
of her prey and clutched the railing
behind Santos, whispering sweet and
encoaraging words In his ear, 8She
shook from the excitement of the
chase and never noticed that the six-
teen aerodromones had been left far
behind,

The Princess was hardly a hundred
yards behind the Hagle when she be-
gan to rise slowly, The distance was
diminigshed to fifty, twenty-five yards,
when something happened that opened
the eyes of the pursuer,

Napoleon made a dip, enforced by
the power of the wings, so quickly

It Struck the Metal Shell of the
Bomb and the Next Second an Ex-
plosion Came,

that the Princess had sped onward
gaveral miles before they could check
its flight. Rositta looked back and
gsaw the great Eagle shoot forward,
with its wings touching the smooth
water now and again, thus seeming to
glve twice as much speed. The stu-
dent wase willing to learn and imitated
Napoleon's action, getting on his trail
just as he passed beneath him.

They quickly passed from the horl-
zon of the sixteen other aerodro-
mones. Napoleon was again far in ad-
vance when he began to ascend rap-
idly. As he rose, he saw with satisfac-
tion the faint blue line of the Amerl
can coast,

The Princese was pressing him
clogely, rising as he rose. The Eagle
glowed down and let them come near-
er, then be turned about and faced

L

them. They were rising, each trying
to gain in elevation, Rositta cried to
Bantos: “Why can’t we rise faster?”

“There are three of us and only ops
of Napoleon."

“Did you hear that, Bulamov?
sharply sald Rositta. He bowed sub-
missively,

“Your ancestors were always ready
to die for thelr soverelgn; are youl™

“T am!"”

“Thank you!" She smiled at the
Rugsian and polnting to the side door
of the aerodromone, continued: “This
wa), my boy, we are too heavy.”

Sulamov kissed her hand and
opened 'the door calmly. With a last
ardent look, he jumped.

The Princess leaped upward, gain-
ing rapidly on the Eagle. Rositia
urged Santos and watched Napoleon,
who was following every move of the
attacking Princess closely,

He could have dipped again and run
away, but that was not his game.

They almost touched, and the Prin-
cess Rositta shouted .through the
speaking tube: "“Give up, Mr, Peace
Pregident; you have no chance!”

Indeed, it seemed so; the larger bird .
made a leap toward the Hagle that
was below her, but a twist of the
steering wheel saved him. Napoleon
was watching the east anxlously, and
Rositta’s eyes were focused on Napo-
leon. ‘She felt sure that he was help-
lessly prolonging the surrender.

This dangerous play went on until
Napoleon could see the widely extend-
ed fleet of aerodromones with his
naked eye, He dipped downward, and
stopped in the air, about two hundred
feet above the surface of Pamlico
Sound, There the Bagle awaited the
Princess. As she made a desperate
rush for him, he escaped again, almost
by & miracle, then turned and darted
after the Princess madly, changing
from the pursued Into the pursuer.
They rose upward together and Napo-
leon waved a smiling salute to the
princess,

The aerodromones of the latter were
approaching steadily. She seemed to
have forgotten them entirely in the
heat of the pursult, while she was the
aggressor, but now, when Napoleon
turned agalnst her, she quickly turned
to the stylograph and gave orders to
her fleet to close in upon them, but
not to interfere until it was necessary
for her safety.

Napoleon plainly heard the message
and waited until she had broken con-
nection, then he faced her machine
and unhurriedly pulled a lever that
was connected with the tube that had
been lately attached to all his aerodro-
mones, A thick stream of white liquld
shot out and landed squarely upon the
left wing of the Princess, Tha bird
trembled. Santos calmly turned on
the emergency dry battery and, like
a great wounded bird, the Princess
began to eettle downward. The white
stream was stopped, a deft turn of the
wheel, a well-directed move and the
Bagle slipped between the wings of
the Princess, and she was a prisoner.

Rositta was as pale as death, The
terrible disappointment of losing,
when victory was so near, made her
faint. Then she remembered her fleet
and signaled ordere quickly,

She had not noticed that Napoleon,
just before he turned on the liquid
that had disabled her machine, had
holsted a red signal, and a great fleet
of aerodromones rose from the coast
along North Carclina and silently
closed in on the fleet of the enemy.

The formation of Pamlico Sound
made this maneuver easy and Napo-
leon had cleverly led Rositta and her
fleat into the trap. He turned his
Bagle landward and, weighted as he
was, moved slowly away. His men
had been fully instructed in regard to
their action and Whistler led them.

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

To Remedy Rattling Windows.

Do not allow yourself to bs made
wakeful and nervous by rattling win-
dows or doors when the comb on
your dresser makes a perfect wedge,
ensily inserted and as easily removed,
Hspeclally annoying are such noises in
hotels and other strange bedrooms, but
even there the comb is at bhand and
equal to all slzes of cracks




