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A ROMANCE BY ANN RATCLIFFE

Synopsis of What’s Gone

Before.

The story opens in Gascony, France
date 1654, characters so far are
M. St Aubert, his wife and daughter
2mily, Emily is musical and charm-
ag, blue eyes &c. . Quesnelis . St.
~ubert’s brother=in law. Madam St.
s.ubert dies=-5t. Aubert and Emily go
‘2 M. Quesnel’s meet two Italians si-

nors Cavigni and Montoni-5t. Aube-
''s health fails he is ordered to go to
|_anguedoc-Emily and her father start
eon the journey.

Valancourt leaves St.
Emily.

St. Au'iert very ill is taken to cot-
tage of a fe-mer: he gives Emily in-
structions : ow after his death to,
find papers ..id money under the
floor at his Louse, La Vallee and in-
structs her to burn all papers with-
out reading them.

*§St. Aubert dies, Emily accepts an

invitation to visit the lady abbess of
the convent pearby.

St. Aubc:t had given orders that

his body de buried near the tomb of
the Villerois.

Madame Cheron sent servants to
bring Emily to her. Emily stops at
La Vallee her old home,

Madame Cheron rebukes Emily for
entertain ng Valancourt and hastens
her departure for Tholouse.

Al Madame Cheron’s chateau Em-
ily Is unhappy. At a dinner she
meets Signor Montonl and his friend
Cavigni.

Aubert and

e

Emlly, who, during the greater
part of this conversation, had been so
absorbed In thought us to be spared
the pain of hearing it, Wwas now cx
tremely surprised by her aunt's prai-e
of Valancourt, with whose relation-
ship to Mudame Clairval she was un-
acquainted; but she was not sorry
when Madame Cheron, who, thougl
she now Lried to appear uncuncerned
was really much embarrassed, pre-

supper.

Cavigui,
countenance, followed with
who, as she wished them good nigh
and drew up the glass, saw Valul
court among the crowd at the gate
Before the carriage drove off, he di
appeared. Madame Cheron
to mentivn to Emily, and,
they reached the chateau,
arated for the night.

|

they

Iy sut at breakfast with her aunt,
she knew the hand-writing upon
cover: and us she received

tily enquired from

ancourt, gave it unread to her auul
who received it with impatience;
as she looked it over, Emily endeav

contents Haviong returved the

pected, and Emily had,
never before so willingly
aunt.

ubeyed
In this letter Valancourt

day, but concluding
that he would accept
from Emily only, and

with declaring

ed atthe moderate of Madame Cheron,
and looked at her with timid

!md to withdraw immediately after

Montoni then came to hand
Madam Cheron to ler cairiage, and
with an arch solemnity of
Emily,

forbore
a5 S00on as
sep-

On the following mornuing, as Emi-

letter was brought to her, of which
Lhe

it with a
trembuling hand, Madame ¢ heron has-

whom it came. | fession, or any circumstance oceurs,
Emily with ber leave, bioke the scul, | which may make it prudent for him
and, observing the signature of Val- | ¢, take a wife. But Mon.

und,

oured to read on her countenance iis
let-

ter b0 her nlece, whnose eyes asied 1, (owards its conclusion, her dis-
= 1 n § (15 7% 3 o §

she might examine it, "*Yes, read it, |, ..o had 5o much encreased, that she

c¢hild.” said Madame Cheren, in a

manner less reserve than she had ex-
perhaps,
her
said
little of the interview of the preceding

his dismission
with enlrei-
ing, that she would allow him to wait
upen her, on the approaching evening.
When she read Lhis, she was asLlonisti-

expec-

sabion; us. he Axid ‘nnrm'\\'ru]ly— had he been only a speciator of the
) ¥ 5 4 o F 2
“What am [ Lo say, madam? e e wotld Bave aniiid:
**Why—we must see the young man, Till 1 receive mademoisclle St Aub
ven 1Y Io ’ Z Vi yoels
I believe, replied her auut, 'lf“l €ris permiszion to aceept your Indul-
hear what he has further to say fur ;:I nce, said he, falteringly—till she
himsell, **You may 1i1-ll him ; he 11]::_'.[ allows me to hope—
" E arved scarcel redi
culme. 1 blln“}:‘]f“.'t;' .:“ ‘1\1‘;.1'\.5 -I ;]I. lod ! O is that all? interrupted Madame
PES Y EU0, ORI 0+ i e 1Cheron,  Well, 1 will tuke upon  me
Madame ¢ heron, I ~iil ted him so my- : i g bl A e
gelf.” Sbe called for penand ink; Bm-) 1C #nSWer for fiey, BUL at the same
| ilil’-n tdaring to trust the emo time, Sir, give me leave to observe to
1Yy & ot I O Lrus e eno-
A votl,  thiad i ier guard an, g
tions she felt, and almost sioking b - 2 it 1L am he BRI il
vt | expeet inevery 1ostance. that
neath them Heorsurprise would have :
iy my witl is hers
been less had she overheard, on the : _ :
preceding  ovening, what Madame As she sald this, she rose a) d auit-
Cheron bad not forgotten—that Val d the room, leaviog Kol and Val-
ancourt was the nephew of Ma an court, In a state of mutlual em-
Clairval. What were the particuar | arrassment:and, when Valancourt’s
3t her aunt’s note Emily did not lean p s voablrd him o oveicome his
i ] b ] : l|| % ] ~ ']
but the resall was a visit from Vil us, and |'*_»l-1l\-‘“ her with the
ancourt in the evening, whom Me-| soatand siucerily so vatural to him,
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rose, anihmated with hope.

We have been talking
affair, said Madame Cheron,
chevalier has been telling me,
the late Mousicur Clairval

his mother.
ioned his relationship
Ulairval betore 1

t, certatnly

|4 sutticient introduction to my house
Va aucourt bowed, an
address Emily, but her aunt preven-
ted him. 1 have therefore, consent-
ed, that you shall receive his visi s;
and. though I will ot bind myself by
any promise, or say. that 1 shall con-
sider him as my nephew, yet 1 shall
permit Lhe iotercourse, and shall
ook torward to any further connec-
tloion as an event, whichh may possibly
take place in a course of years, pro-
vided the chevalier rises io his pro-

5.
5

Valancourt
| will ubserve, and you too, Emily, that
till that happens, | positively forbid
uny thoughts of marrying,
l‘:mﬂ}"s
Cudrse

conntenance, during this

=peech, varied every instant,

was on Lthe point of leaving Lhe room,
Valancourt, meanwhile, scarcely less
embarrassed. did not dare to look at
her, for whom he was Lhus dist ressed;
bat, when Madame Cheron was stlent,
be said, Plattering. madam, as your
approbation is to me—highiy as T am
honored by it—Ihave yet so much tg
fear, that dave to hope

Pray, 8ir, explain yourself, sald Mau-
dame Cheron: an unexpected requi-
sition, which embarrassed Vatancourt
again, and al.uost overeame him with |
confusion, at circumstances, on which

1 scarcely

had a long conversation before Emily

was called down, When she entered
—— {
the room, her aunt was conversing

with compiacency, and she saw the
eyes of Valancourt, as he impatiently

over this
the
that
was the
brother of the Countess de Duvarney,
I only wishi he had men-
to Madame
should
hive considered that cireumstance as

wis goine to

|\'l:-\l1.~'. and her own opinlon of this

-

was sufliciently recovered 10

and enquiries.

the death of her father.

to the future.
attachment,

possibly ocecaslon

came more frequent than before, and
her venity was already gratified by
the opportunity of proclaiming, wher-
ever she went, the attachment that

subsisted between thelr nephew and
niece.

Montoni was also become a dalily
kuest at the chateau, and Emlly was
compelled to obeerve, that he really
was a suitor, and a favourite suitor,
10 her aunt
Thus passed the winter months,
not ouly in peace but in happiness, to
Valancourt and Emily; the station of
his regiment being so near ‘I'holouse,
as to allow this frequent intercourse
The pavilion on the terrace was the
favourite secne of their interview:,
and there Emily, with Madame Che
ron, wou'd work, while Valancour:
read aloud works of genius and taste.
listen to her enthusiasm, expressed
his own, and caught new opportun-
ities of cbserving, that their minds
were formed Lo constitute the hap
piness of each other, the same taste,
the same noble and benevolent sen-
timents animating each,

CHAP. XI1V.

Emily observed with concern the
ascendancy, which Montoni had ae-
fuired over Madame Cheron, as well
8 Lhe increasing frequency of his

Ltallan was contirmed by that of Val-
inceurt, who had always expressed a
lishke of him., As she was, one
morniog fitting at work in the pa-
vilion, enjoying the pleasant fresh-
ness of spring, whose colours were
now spread upon the landscape, and
listening to Valancourt, who was
rearding. but who often laid aside the
book tu converse, she received a sum-
nons to attend Madame Cheron im-
mediately, and had scareely entered
he dressing roum, when she observed
with surprise Lhe dejection of her
aunl’s ¢ untenance, and the contrast
of her dress. to, nlecel-—
aid madame, and she stopped under
depgree of embarrassment—1
it for you,—1—1 wished to see you;
d I have news to tell you, From

ed waiety

ame

From this perlod Valancourt made
frequent visits to Madame Cheron
and Emily passed in his soclety the
happlest bours she had- known since
They were
both too much engaged by the present
moments to give serious consideration
They loved and were
beloved, and saw not, trat the vei: |
which formed tlie de-
light of their present days, might
the sufferings of
years. Meanwhile, Madame Cherpn's
intercourse with Madam Clairval be-

Lcas

with a distinctness his sollcitations

Astonished—mnot so much at
marriage, as at the gecrecy with
which it had been concluded, and the
agltation with which 1t was announ-
ced. Emily, at length, attributed
the privacy to the wish of Mo.toni,
rather than of her aunt. His wife
however, intended. that the contrary
stiould be helicved, and therefore ad-
ded. Y i seel wished to avold & Lus-
oy but now the ceremouny is over |
shall do 8o no longer: and I wish 1o
announce to my servants, that they
must recelve the signor Montonl for
thelr master. Emily made a feeble
attempt to congratulate her on these
apparently imprudent nuptials. 1
shall now celebrate my marriage
with some splendour, continued Ma
dame Montoni, and to save time 1
shall avail myself of the preparation
that has been made for yomrs, which
will, of course, be delayed a liitle
while. Sucnh of your wedding clothes
as are ready I sball expeot you will
appear ip, to do tonour to this les-
tival. I also wish you to infurm
Monsieur Valancourt, that I have
changed my name, and he will ac
quaint Madame Clairval. In a few
days I shall give a grand entertaln-
ment, at which 1 shall request
preseuce.

Lheir

Emily was so lost in surprise and
various thought, that soe made Ma-
dame Montoni scarcely any reply, bul
at her desire, shie returned to infor
Valavcourt of what had passed.  Sur-
prise was not his predominant em-
otion on hearing of these hasty nup-
ulals: and,when he learncd, that they
were Lo be the means of delaying his
own, and that the very ornaments of
the chiateau, which had been prepared
to grace the nuptial day of his Emily,
were Lo be degraded to the celebra-
tion of Madamz Montonl’s grief and
indignation agitated him alternately.
He could conceal neither from the ob.
servation of Emily, whose efforts to
abstract him from these serivus em-
otions, and Lo laugh at the apprehen-
sive conslderations, that assalled him,
were ineffectual; and, when, at
length, he took leave, thiere was an]
earnest tenderness in his manper,
that extremely affected her; she even
shied tears, when he disappeared at
the end of the terrace, yet knew not
exactly why she should do so.
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Sample Pieces
The February Special S
cess. The Last Half

1N &

No two alike.

ca. These samples are the latest out.

duroy. Sells for $18.50. Special Price

lapsible reclining.

one. Come of the best tsstimonial
special priceis . __

the lot by at least $2.00 each.

One worth $16.50; special price

Aw undcrfully good cotton Mattress.

for, special ..

sale
if I'he
And Better Than The First Part,
Pay Some Cash And So ne Wes

20 sample Go=Carts.

These are from Heywood Bros.

At Exceptionally Low

1

i L )
las Bees
ioath ¥

Extra good value

The be

Pay $2.00 Cash and $1.00 a Week.
053 This one is decidedly better than 043. A perfect
Worth $25.00; special price

Pay $2.00 Cash and $1.00 a Week.

New Shipment Wardrobes.
Selld Oak Wardrobes with mirror doors.
Pay $5.00 Cash and $1.00 a Week.

Black Oak S.oves and National Steel

These Ranges have proven the best by every test.

Pn_\ $5.00 Cash and $1.00 a WeekK.

The No. 8 Black Oak Stove is the wonder of the Kitchen
Pay $1.00 Cash \nd 50c¢. a Week.

New Shipment Sideboards.

These Sideboards were hought at last year'

New Carload Mat trcsm. s,

F urt) ~flve pounds.

S. C.

"TAYLOR,

L()I.UMBIA.

A

il carls in
All offered at specially iow
4043. This (Go-Cart is a very handsome one, upholstered with Lcan

littie

geaTs 7

o€

e G e

o

!

SO

O

a .r:’-ﬂ-t?;f-‘".’:"."'"”‘-v”'-
-{‘:-cx‘

-
L

- 67

&&

€

4"{‘
o e
- 3

ot

E-<%

d%e

2 o (7 O
S

4 f{{.u

L

et
Gric

4.

beauty o

S30.

I amvirac
wainses.,
Come
arc trom prominent people in Columbia.

SeC one

S0S5.0UL

S18.50

s prices at a saving all throug 11
Some much more than that.
One fine Sideboard, worti at least $15.00; special puu.

1.40)
12.5

&

Best ever sold
$5.00

La

Repairs.
Door Plates.
num Checks.

Montonl now took posseasion of the
chateau and the command of its in-
nhablitants, with the ease of a man
who had loog considered It to be h

own. His friend « avigni, who Lud
been extremely serviceable, in having

BALT IM()Rh,
Referencis

paid Madume Cliwrin the atlention
and flattery, which she required, Imbl
from whichh Monton! too often revolt

d had apartments assigned 1o him,
nd received from the domestice an
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