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They ust'agd @oididd MhE e beaatital hair,
Uheir'long, bright tresses oue Ly ane,

A they lnghed and talkied o hele chamber thero,
After the revel waw dooe; by |

Ldiy they talked of walts and squadrille,
[elly thoy Bngghel, Hke other girln,

Who over the e when all {s still,
Camb ot their benids and curls

SHob of kalingndl Benssols Ineo,
Kunts o1 flowers, and riblons too,
Seattered about in vvery place,
After theirevel 8 théongh.

And Mansd and Madgge, dul yoted of white,
" Tho prettiest night-gowna undor thoe sun
Stockingless, slipperiees, ait in the night,
After the revel §8 done,
e ORI e 7 o I}i'l"'
~sitahd ¢omW thicir beautiiul hair,
Those wonderful waves of brown and golJ,
Till the fire s out fn the chamber there,
And the little-barefeot are cold, =

When out of the gathering winler chill,
And ont of the bitter St. Agnes wenathoer,

While the flre s ont and the houee iy atill,
Maud and Madge togethor—

Maud and Madge, In robes of white,
The prettipst night-gowns under tho A,
Curtained awny from the chilly night,
After the rovel {8 done,

Float along In a splend(d dream,. - -
Tao a golden gittern’s tinkling tone,

While a thonsand lustres shimmering stroam,
Ir A palace’s grand saloon. r

Flashes of jewoels and flutter of inces,
Trapical odors swester than musk,
Men and women with beautiful fnces,

Aud eyen of besutiful dusk,

And ove foce ehining like a star,
Oue face hanhting the dreams of each,
And one volen, sweeter than othors nre,
Breaking in silvery upeach,

Telling through lips of bearded bloom
An old, old etory o'er npain,

As down the royal bannered OO,
Ton golden gittern's strain,

Twn and two they dreamily walk,
While an nngcen spirlt walks beside,
At all unheard, in lovers' talk,
Ho clatmeth one for his bride,

Oh Mand aud Madgn, dream on together,
,With never o pang of jealous fear!
Var Liers the bitter St, Agnes weather
.‘ihu_li whilen another year.

Tinhed for the brinsl and robed for the tomnb,

iz Braided brown hair and golden tress,

Phere’l]l be only one of you left for the bloom
OF the bearded lips 16 proes ! :

(ngl;,- aue robe for the bridnl pearls,

Phe ralin of patin and Brussels lnes—
Oniy onn to blunh through her curla

At sight of a lover's face, .

O, beantiful Madge, in your bridal white!
Fer you the revel has Jdnst hegun ;

But for her who slesos i your acms to-nipht,
The revel of Lifo 46 donn !

Bt robed and erowned with sadntly blies,
Queett of Heaven and bride of the B,
O, baaulifnl Mand, yowll never mins
The kikses another hns won !

ANASTASIA'S GHOST.I

& }\.‘Ir‘é’mber night.’ Some-vagne present-
imsut of ovil’ weighed npon mysheart,
s I snt alope i:;ﬂlhp twilight. - And yot
there ‘wiit nofhing' np arantly to make
me gloomy. On the contrary, I ought
to have been more tlinn usnally alheer-
ful; had T not reepcived a delicions
promise from Kalic Nelson that very
afternoon ? 3

Tt eéémed to be odd, fo he sure, that a
gray-haired widower like myself wau Lo
marry this girl of eighteen. FHer mother
had heen a housgkeoper in ous family,
but died goon after Katie's birth. So it
happened that she wasg adopted by us,
n8 we hnd nb ehildren of our own. ¥y
wife trented her l;]iudly, but without
mnch warmth of feeling. Anastasia was
of such a peenliar disposition that I'
actually believed she wus jonlous of this,
infant, : Tl

Poor Auustusin! she warned me sol-
emnly on her deuth-bed never to marry.
again, nod threstened -to rise from her
grave in ense of such au event.,

Katio was in her tenth yerr when my
wife died, :I #ent her awny to a board-
ing school ; and, as business ealled meo
abroad, did not 8sp her' again until my
return, eight years afterwards, . 1 was
komewhnt bewildered ‘to’ find n lovely
woman, instead, of the little girl I had
left in ahort dresses. 'Of course yon can
guess the sequel: I fell inlove with
this charming ndopted daughter. There
was somethitg in the frank tenderness
;'f lu;r manner that completely won my
1enrt, i

It waa evident  that’ #he was deeply
attached to me. 1 could not-help see-
ing how much ligher she jvalied my
rociety than that of my nephew,Charles
Raymond, who had ‘nccompanied me
from abroad. She never.addressed him
excopt in monosyllables, and’ wonld
flush nll over with embarrassment if he
but entered the room. Bui with me,
she was always gelf-possessed, and so
talkative nnd sociable that I could not
help pitying Charlie. He was renlly
quite good-looking, and I used to won-
der sometimes at her antipathy, Poor
fellow; how I dreaded to tell him of my
approaching happineas: If would be o
great blow to his hopes, for he had ex-
pected to inherit my fortune,

Katie wasn’t n bit like other givls that
I had ever known anything about. - In-
stend of blushing at my copfession that
afternoon she turned pale, and shivered.
a8 if struck by n sudden ehill, [ 1no-
ticed, too, that there was strange
quiver in her voice when sghe finally
copsented to be my wife, T was appre-
hensive that Charlie had told her what
Anastusin had said on her death-bed,
And yet I couldn't believe her ghost
would be go. inconsiderate, Somehow,
I couldun't forget that warning. Anas a-
Bla was n remarkable woman, and would
surely keep her'word, 1f ghosts are per-
mitted to walk the earth, Thinking
tlﬁ:g:) L began to grow frightened at the
B %H in my room, a i |

- the boll for light, - - » _‘n hastily rang

“ Why are you so late, Bridget,” 1
asked, sharply, ag the iservant ‘enteted
tim‘ ;001mi

‘*Tadade, sir, and it’a mesel?* y
been with Miss Katie every bleasid} I::i;‘j
nit, and she’s almost kilt with o pain in
.he}-‘ hl.;a]f'l:;’ k Pt O AT 20X

Jonld thia be the result_of our eop.
versation that' afternoon'? Umm!dar:-g.
bly meartled, I questioned Bridget eagor-

T Bl

i s

‘1y.  Ohatlie’ chino’ in
talking! t LT
f“Katie ill ¥° he said, with n shadow
on His brow, *Is it' anytling serious,
uncle ?” . e
*\WWhat business; had he to tnke any
gpecial interest in Katie, G
““Only . a headuche,” ‘T answered,
coldly. ,“ She is subjeet to such attacks.

4,

"whild' we wore

" | Bring in the tes, Bridget.”

v We'shall have'i/lonesome evening,”
Oharlie sighed. | hire

I half believed that he was .in - love
with tlie girl himeself. i
It wds' ! cheerldss, though, withont

| Katie, | T missed her bright fuce behind

the tea-tray, Charlie left his cup un-
tasted. My jealousy wans aroused, and
I watched him keenly, :

As soon as we were .nlone, I said, half

‘| nogrily, ¢ What is the matter, Charlio?

You look as if you hadn’t a friend on
earth.” T didn't know before that you
liked Katie so well,” : i
-The crimson lerped up to his very
brow.

“I am glad that you do,” I con-
tinued, hastily, ‘‘ for yon will soon be
connected by ties of relationship, She
has promised to be my wife,”

‘* Yon are jesting, uncle!” he said,
doubtingly.

““I was never more serious in my
life,” I answered.

Charlie showed evident signs of agi-
tation.

‘* You have uo right to sacrifice that
young girl,” he said, bitterly. * You
aro old enough to be lrer father. Of
course she accepted you from gratitnde.
How dare yon think of such a thing ?”

‘* No wonder that you rave,” I re-
qlieﬂ, with a mocking smile ; * you are
disappointed of your inheritance,”

At that moment the wind gave n fear-
ful shriek outside, and I thought of
Anastagia,

** Are you not afraid to marry again?”
Charlie inquired, maliciously. **Yon
remember the warning ?"

‘‘ Nonsense I" [ answered ; “‘it will
tnke something more than a ghost to
frighten me out of this marriage,”

L had scarcely finished speaking,
when thero came a gust of wind, and a
crashing of glass, and the storm netual-
ly swept into the room. We glanced
around us in dismay. The boughs of
a large elm tree, that atood in front of
the house, had fnllen ngainst the win-
dow. T ;

Churlio gnve me h péouliar look as I
cowered over the: fire, and then barred

oped us. hoth, nnd we.did not return
again ‘to the'sobject we had been dis-
cussing, Our convereation was fitful,
und it secmed nrelief when we soparated
at bod-time.

Thore is no use in denying that I waa
troubled a little with superstitions
fears. 1 peered round anxiously into
overy corner of the room before retir-
ing, but found no sign of any mys-
terious visitant. I had such & foar of
tho darkness, however, that I left the
candle burning, Ll

The fury of the storm had not abated,
nnd I luy awalo some time listening to
the wind. Al Jast, hoivever, I foll into
an unensy slumber. How long I had
slept I know not, when I wae awakened
by an i¢y-touch upon my forehead,

. I gtatted up, with a thrill of appre-
hension. The light_ emitted n #n.int,

sgpulehral gleam, 6b, horyor ! what
w‘ﬁfﬁ]nfl m?w? A" figure, roped in
swhite, ¢dame “gliding - toward - me from
the foot of the bed. "T'he face was hid-
den from my view, but I Lknew from
the form that it was the ghost of Anas-.
tasin. .

“ William Raymond,” came in a
horrae voice from the fignre; “I am
hero to nvenge your infidelity, and to
drag you down to the grave in my em-
brace,” 1] = A
- -Inhrieked with terror ias X felt her
cintdlr' my throat, and-cried, faintly,
“Merey ! meroy ! "

“You would marry Katis Nelson,
would  yon? whispered the ghost,
mockingly, *‘If yon'do not wish to
die ""—and here the icy fingers pressed
so tight that I gasped .for brenth—
‘‘promise me that you will not take a
second wife.” * ‘

“ Oh, I promise | I promise ! " said I,
half dead with terror.

‘“ Woe be unto yonu, if you deceive
me!” nnewered the ghost golemnly,
And I heard no more, o

It was some time, however, before I
ventured to cnst a timid glance around
the room, 'The ghost had disappeared.
The storm, too, was begicning to sub-
side ; but I could not go to sleep again,
for I found it impossible to forget that
pliantom and its dendly clutch upon my
thrent. Tresolved to say nothing sbout
it. Of course, people would ridicnle
the iden of o ghost. Nevertheless, I
did not dare to wed Katie Nelson ; yet
how could I explain this sadden change
of purpose? I fervently hoped that
she would not die of a broken heart,
the poor child! 'What should I pay to
her ?

After considerable reflection, I re.
solved to trust this delicate affair to
Charlie. 'The proposed marriage was
so odious in his eyes that I knew he
would justify my apparent treachery to
her, if possible.

Morning eame, and I arose in a fever-
ish state of mind:; How I dreaded to
meet Kdtie at the breakfast table'! but,
fortunately,she did not makeherapponr-
ance, Charlie looked so troubled that
U'nlmost fancied he, too, ad scen the
ghost, P

After breakfast, I said to him, with

m&m}bwr sment that I strove to hide,
“My-dedr boy, Ab.you remember what
T

we were talking about last evening?

‘\'hova been'thinking over the matter se-

riously, and am_afraid that a marringo
between Katie and myself will resnlt in
unhappiness ; but I have not the cour-

impatiently,
tho windew in gugl & maniherag tokeoy % nginndove him ™ o
‘ﬁitﬁjﬂt‘;‘%; iﬂ‘pn‘i%liﬁﬁ%gg Smﬁt'%f:?f"i owl’;.;gﬂ’;ﬁoft the answer came ;—
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#ge to brave, hor reproachca, Now,
Charlie, will you acl ns .mediator, and
niake known this chabge in my views ?"

*“Why, uncle,” he anstwered, and I
was almost sure that I snw a gleam of
mischiof in his eyes, *‘ something extra-
ordionry must have happened. You
aro not usaally so fickle !”

“Weo won't discuss the matter,” said
I,:in an irritated tone. ** Will you, or
will yon not, grant my reqnest?” -

‘“Of course, I will,” he replied ;
“but it is a difficult task. The poor
child will be so disappointed !"

I detected a joyous ring in his
voice, and I looked at him rather sus-
piciously.

His diplomatic mission was success-
ful, however. Late in the afternoon,
Eatie canme down into the library where
I was sitting. I had never seen her
lock prettier.
*“Oh, Mr. Raymond!” she snid,
eagerly, ““I am se glad that you have
changed your mind | It was so unex-
Eeat,ed yosterday. I never dreamed
efore that you loved me in any other
way than as a danghter.”
Was this acting? was she trying to
deceive me in her sweet unselfishness ?
“Then you never loved ma?’ I
asked.
‘* Dear Mr. Raymond, you know bet-
ter,” she answered ; ““only it was not
exactly the kind of love one ought to
feel toward n husband. Yon are as
dear to me ns if yon were my own fath-
er; but you are so much older than I
that—that—""
She hesitated, and did not finish her
sentence. I remembered my gray lhairs
with a pang of mortified vanity. Was
not the ghosily visit enongh? Must I
be tortured in this manner afterward ?
The veil was torn away from the de-
lusion T had cherished.. Alas! I had
misinterpreted her childish affection.
It might be that she loved another. I
looked down into the fance where a vivid
scarlet glowed, and read her secret.
“My denr child,” I exclrimed, at-
tempting to control my agitation, ¢ tell
me everything.”
**Obh, Mr. Raymond,” she answerod
in confusion, ‘‘Charlie has asked me to
be his wife.”
The rascal | No wonder that he ro-
mained with her such a long tims that
morning ; no wonder that he bonsted of
the satisfactory manner iu which every-
thing had been explained.

**The impudont fellow I I muttered,

i ¢ What did you answer,

LAy

"Yﬂd."

The Leart of a woman is n mystory
that I eannot fathom. T was cortainly
outwitted by my nephew. Ho might
have been afraid, however, that my
conscience would reproach me if Katie
showed her disappointment. I have
little doubt that she loved me far better
than she would confess.

Ah, well! they were married in due
time, and we nre all living togother.
The dear children do everything they
can to add to my happiness,

Katie in still n benutiful womnn, and
Charlie is the staff of my old age.

I never saw the ghost again, In fact,
I have good remson to think that the
mysterioua visitant was n certain grace-
lets nephew of mine, who had fallen in
love with Katie. Of course I forgave
the deception long ago, as it saved me
from a ‘errible mistake.

I am mueh happier, probably, than if
I had married the young girl whose
hoart belonged to another. I am not
certain, however, that she did not ne-
cept Olmrlie from pique at my rejeo-
tion. Any way, ho hasmade her a good
husband, H

The Art ot Listening to Music.

A writer in. Seribner's says : *‘ There
is no greater delusion than that of sup-
posing that the best musio can be en-
joyed only by the ‘musical.’ Ordinary
people can derive keen plensure from a
sympathetic listening to great musie if
tgay will but believe that they can, and
so attend to it accordingly. There is
no need of being bafiled by a want of
knowledge concering keys; nor by an
ignorance of modulation. Your next
neighbor may know that the air began
in G major, and then passed into B
minor, but you can get your own sim-
pler pleasure ount of it. What is it to
mo what Titan’s secret of color might
have been? :{He had it, and that is
enongh for one who cannot even draw.
The firat rule in listening to musie is—
to listen. Wo do not want to arouse
ourselvea to n ¥ & zy of delight, but
wo do want to hea r what the music is
like. A very simple and very %oud rule
for those who are perplexed by an or-
chestra, and who fancy thay are puz-
zeld to know where the tune comes in,
is to listen lo one instrument, the
violing, for instance, alone for a time,
Theee will probably take up the melody
and sing il plainly enough, then tho
movement may besome more compli-
cated, and the nir geemn to have grown
more florid, to be broken perhaps into
brilliant fragments, but henrken !—the
vicloneelli have taken it up, and over
it floats this new and lovely strain of
violins, then the flutes catoh the melody,
the cornets and the bassoon swell the
harmony, the druin makes it rhythmio
bents, the whole. orchestra is alive with
the theme, and before you know it you
are in the very center of the musio,
and what was before involved and in-
;,rilcnte now becomes plain and beanti-
ll .!l

—'* How is your church getting on "
nsked a friend of n rigorons Scotchman,
who had separated in turn from the
Kirk, the ¥ree Church, the United
Presbyterian and several lesser bodies.
‘‘ Pretty weel, pretty weel, There’s
nobady belongs to it now but my

of Handy’s soundness,”

brother and myself, and I'm nno sare

i

' FROST-BITTEN.

7iBY 'OEONGE A. BAKER, J, K.

We wore riding home from the Carroll's ball,
Nully Saprargent amd I, you know;
Th white finkos fintlered about our Inmpe,

And our Wheels rolled silently through the snow,

We'ldl danced logether the eveniong thrungh,

For Narnetein’™ viols had * played thelr best ;™
ler falr head drooped, ber lds wore low,

And hier dreamy oyes were full of rest,

Her white urmws nestled along her lap,

Uer linnds half holding with weary grace
Tier £ading violets—pavsing sweet

Was the fir-off look on her fair young face.

I watched bir, speaking never a word,
For I would not waken those dreamiug eyes ;
Bt the breath of the violeta fillea the air,
And my thoughta wera many and far from wise,

Al last, T eald to her, bending near,
'"Ah, Neiy Sansargoent, sweot 'twould be
To ride tagether our whole livas long,
Alone with the violets, yon and me,"

Iler fair faso flushed, and her sweet eyes fell ;
Low as the murmur of meadow-rills

Her answer came to me—* Yes—perhapa;
But whoawould eettle our carriage billa?”

The dellcate blossoms breathed their last;
Our wheels rolled hard on the stones just thoen,
Whore the snow hind drifted; the snbject dropped,
Aud hns'hever been taken up again.

Syrian Sponges.

The lutest project before the acelima-
tizdtion society of Paris is the cultiva-
tion of the gelcbrated Syrian sponge in
the waters of sounthern France, a valu-
able and most useful product, which,
like many another gift of the sen, is in
danger of extermination through exces-
sive fishing.

The -apc»!r%a-producing grounds of
Syrin ocenr along the const, from Mount
Carmel'in the south to Alexandretta in
the north, the centers of production
being Mripoli, Ruad, Iattakia, and
Bartroun, on the coast of Mount Lebn-
non. . The best quanities are found in
the naighborhood of Tripoli and Bar-
troun, | According to a late report of
the British vice-consul at Beyrout, as
many /a8 three hundred boats are cn-
poged in the fishery ; the annual yield,
though falling off through the exhaus-
tion of the grounds, still amounts to
$100,000 to $125,000. The majority of
the Bbats used are ordinary fishing
bontsifrom eighteeti to thirty feet in
leng¥§ three purts decked over, and
carrying one mast with an ordinary lu
sil. Thoy are manned by a erawo
four ¢ five men, one to haul and the
rest £ sérve as divers,

In frmer years the const was much
frequynted by . Greek divers from the
islundi® of the Archipelago; the number
i ner 'matri?mclftolﬁve or six hoats a
=i chealkill of . the Syrign combined
with his petter knowledge c?in the fishing
groundd, enabling him to competo suc-
cossfollyiwith his foreign rival.

Diving is practiced from a very early
age up-to forty yeanrs after which few
are able to continno the pursuit profit-
ably. 'I'be depth to which the diver
desconds varies from five to thirty
“hragses,” or from twonty-five to ono
hundred and seventy-five feet. The
time he is able ‘to spend under water
depends on natural capaceity, age, and
training ; sixty seconds time 18 reckoncd
good work—in rare instances eighty
seconds are spont under waler. The
Syrinn diver uscs n heavy stone to carry
him ¢uickly to the bottom, and is drawn
up by a comrade. On the bottom, he
holds the guide rope with one hand and
tears off the sponges with the other,
placing them in a net which he earries.
No knife, spenr or instrument of any
kind is used in detaching the sponges’;
nor does he, like his Groek compstitor,
ever uso the diving dress, having an
antipathy to it on tho score of its re-
puted tendency to produce paralysis of
the limbs. T'wo or three fatal accidents
oceur annually, mainly among the skill-
ful and daring, who sometimes drop the
rope to seocure a tempting prize, and
missing it on their return, attempt to
rise to the surface unaided, and are
drowned. At other times the diver
will be wounded by jagged rocks, or
his ropes will become entangled, expos-
ing him to great risks where the depth
is great,

It is possible that this high-priced
and durable variety of sponge might be
cvltivated in our southern waters, as a
substitute for the benutifal but tender
sponge they now yield. The experi-
ment is worth trying.

Tobacco in Connecticut.

At n recent meeting of the Connecti-
cit Valley Agricultural Institnte, Prof.
Stockbridge is reported, in the New
Ingland Homestead, ns saying that
there was .about forty million dollars’
worth grown i#® the United Btates, 1n
the folloy.mg order: 1, Virginia; 2,
North Caroling; 3, Maryland; 4, Ken-
tnoky ; 6, Mississippi; 6, Connecticut ;
7, Masgachusetts, ete. The nnalysis of
tobaceo shows it to be anarcotic poison,
No other plant is like it in composition,
In 2 small quantity it is n stimulant, in
large quantities a deadly poison. It is
n rapid grower, and draws from the
#oil mere than any other plant, Clover
takes from the mineral element of the
Hoil ten per cent., tobaceo twenty per
cent., or one ton of tobacco exhausts
400 pounds of mineral substances for
overy nere, 'The Connecticut seed-leaf
tobacco has a pauulinrit.y, in coniradis-
tinetion to any other in its fineness and
thinness of leaf and texture, and light-
uess of color. Tobacco is made by its
goil. It cannvot be heavy clay, heavy
loam cr alluvial soil, Must be fine,
sandy lond, heving absorbent power,
and retaining heat through the night,
Taking this poor soil a large quantity
of manure must be used. E‘be land 1s
the machine for raising tobacoo, and it
mnset be fertilized and not allowed to
deteriorate n particle. Tobacoco is so
exhaustive that no farmer or farm can
make if nn exclusive crop. Stock must
bo fed for the manure, and the streams
of grain which flow in from the west are
to ho taken ndvantape of,

Prof. Btockbridge said if fobaceo

rnising wos mauaged on business prin-

oiples, with cconomy, it is tho best
business n man ean engago in, in the
Connectiout valley. There will always
be n market for all that will be grown.
The renson of tha present depression
of the business is beeause the quality
Las mueh doteriorated, and this 18 ne-
counted for in part by not using the
right kind of fortilizers, but mainly
in the future to ripen and enre it. To-
bacco properly cured should be rivene:d
just as much as any other plant we
grow, and the modern method of plant-
ing it too nenr together hins ocaused se-
rious evil, and is the great source of
pole-sweat. In planting so close to-
gether all except the upper leaves nro
shaded, and the juices of the leaf are
not properly elaborated. To make n
fine leaf, and to develop the oils and
acids of the plant, we must expose it to
the direct rays of the sun,

The coring process is defective; by
the slow gradual process, much of the
essentinl narcotic oil is lost. Prof.
Stockbridge referred to n new system
adopted largely in Maryland and Vir-
ginin, to cure tobacco by an artificial
heat with a furnance constructed for
that purpose, And it conld be done
thoroughly in seven days, firat making
the heat temperature to eighty degrees,
and the conrae of five or six days in-
crensing to 130 degrees. This artificial
curing retains all the virtue of the to-
baceo, in fact, increases ity essentinl
oils,— Rural New Yorker.

Early Marriages.

Discussion in the British house of
commons on the subject brought out
information as to the earliest ages nt
whioch marringe may be legally selemn-
ized in each of thestates'of continental
Turope. In Austria it is 14 for both
gexes ; Hungary, 14 for males, 12 for
females ; Russia, 18 for males, 16 for
females ; Turkey, as soon as they are
able ; Italy, 18 for males, 15 forfemales;
Prussin 18and 14; France and Belgium,
18 and 15 ; Denmark 20 and 16 ; Greece,
14and 12. In Hesse Darmstadt and
Baden the consent of parents is nec-
essary in the case of men until they
have completed their 25th year ; in that
of women until they are 21. The com-
pletion of 18 years by malesand 16 by
females is necessary in the Netherlands,
and in Saxe-Coberg-Gotha no male is
permitted to marry before he has at-
tnined his 21st year. In Saxony the
legai age for males is 18; for females
16 years. According to the amended
paragreaph of thoSnow - Gorman-divil-
maringe bill, the ages would be re-
spectively 20 and 16 years, instend of
18 and 14, us in the draft bill. In somo
of the eantons of Bwitzerland the law
as to the ages of the contrncting
parties is ns high ns 20 yonrs for males
and 17 for females, and in othors as low
a8 14 for males and 12 for females,
APPREHENSIONS OF Dnoure.—Says
the Bugar Planter: Our planting friends
have rerious fears of a long drounth so
aoon as the present raing pass nway,
and with some show of reason., As we
have staled in previous issues of this
paper, the rains iave boen almost inces-
sant since December last, giving our
farmers and planters but little oppor-
tunity to get their fields in order for
cultivation. Now, it seems io follow,
as u rule, that long rainy spells produce
drouths of an almost equal duratioen,
nnd shounld the rnle hold good in the
present instance, it would be wise to
make proparations to meet it. While
every one will uso his own judgment in
the premises, we desire to offer one
word of advice, and that is to plant as
deep a8 possible and hill up well when
the shoots are above ground the proper
height, Plenty of soil around young
plants hold the moisture, and shounld
the anticipations of a dronth be not
renlized, a little labor will remove any
superfluous soil from cane, cotton and
coru,

Home Iare,—It is the fanshion of rest-
less and ambitions women to despise
home-life as too tame, too narrow, too
uneventfnl for them., They long for a
wider arena, set well in the view of the
world, whereon to display their gifts or
their acquirements; and they think
this clanstral home, this unexeiting
family of which they form a part, un-
worthy of their efforts, And yet in
reality the art of living well at home,
and making the family life n suceess, is
just ns great in its way, if not so im-
portant in its apparent—but only ap-
parent—resnlts, as the finest shades of
diplomacy and the largest transactions
of business, All sorts of talents, both
moral and intellectual, are wanted for
the tnsk ; and it seems slightly irra-
tional, to despise ns futile qualities
which so few of ns are strong enough
to posaess, or to rate them as benenth
the regord of high-minded people, when
not one in a hundred has wit enough
to employ them fo a setisfnotory issue.

Yienp A Lorrie,—ITt is better to yield
n little than to quarrel a great deal,
The habit of standing up, as people
call it, for their (little) rights is one of
the most disagreeable and undignified
in the world, Life is too short for the
perpetual bickerings which attend such
n disposition ; and unless 2 very mo-
mentous affair indeed, where other peo-
le's claims and interests are involved,
1t is a question if it is not wiser, hap-
pier and more prudent to yield sume-
what of precious rights than asquabble
to maintein them. Trne wisdom is firat
pure, then peaceable and gentle.

—**Herbert," said a perplexed mother,
“Why is it that you're not a better
boy 2" “ Well,” sald the littlo fellow,
soherly, looking np into her faco with
his honest blue eyes, ** I suppose the
real renson is that I don’t want to be 1"
The child ghve the real reason why all
of us, big ns woll as little, are not bet-
ter than we are,

FACTS AND FANCIES.

—-Sumuel Wilhelm, of Berks vounty,
Pa., cight feet high, has n.pnliel.l for the
situntion of the late Irish giant.

—The womnn who enneted the part
of Katie King in the Holmes sennces
in Philudelphin is studying for the
stage.

—Qareful obsorvations have shown
thut the avernge temperature of the
human body within the tropies is nearly
one degree higher than in a temperate
climate,

—In a fox-chase in England lately
the Rov. C. W. Wilkinson brokoe his
neek and Lady Florence Douglas
smashed her collar-bone; but the fox
was caught,

—Large apes of naturally intelligent
breeds are put to good service in tho
straits settlements of the enst. They
are trained to climb the coconnuf palm
trees, valuable for their fruit, which,
ordinarily, is difficult to reach, and not
only harvest the nuts but always select
such as are ripe. They twist the nut
round and round until it falls down
from the stalk, and at each success
testify their delight by jumps and
chuckles, Apes so traimed are hired
ont by their owners like 50 many field-
hands,

—The consk line of the United States
noder the supervieion of the light-
house bonard, inecluding the northern
lakes, is about 10,000 miles in extent,
surpassing that of any other nation on
the globe.  'The number of light-houses
and lighted beacous along this coast
line is 630 ; light-ships, 25; fog signnls
aoperpted by steam or hot-rir engines,
40 ; day or unlighted bencons, 350 ; to-
tal, 1,065, beinz one bencon for every
10 miles of const. Besides this, there
are 3,000 buoys in position to indicnte
banks, rocks, nnd other ohstruetions in
channels of navigation.

—Take a man and pin three or four
large tableeloths about him, Iaathcd
back with elastic and looped up with
ribbons ; drag all his own bair to the
middle of his head and tie it tight, and
bair-pin on ebont five pounds of other
hair and o big bow of ribbon. XKeep
the front locks on pins all night and let
them tickle his eyes all day ; pinch his
waist into a cerset, and give him gloves
a size too small, and shoes ditto, nnd
hat that will not stay on without a tor-
turing elastic, and a-rill to tickle his
chin, and n little lnce'veil to, blind hin
eye roneror-he, gees oubbo-wally, and:
he will know what woman's dress is.
—The thieves of Spainnre guyly pur-
suing their mad career among picturoen
and statnes.  The celebrated eartoons
of Goyn at Madrid have gone after the
Seville Murillo—which Iatter, indeed,
has been rocovered. Tho Virgin'a
ecrown in Saint Ferdinand’s chapel at
Seville hns vanished. So has the
‘ Master Dolorosa” of Alonzo Gano at
CGranada.  The latest exploit of thess
entorprising fellows has been: = inmph-
antly earried out at Madrid. fheir
Yooty is a small statue of the Virgin,
most  exeellent of workmanship, and
dating from the end of the sixteonth
century, Its material is wood, gilt and
painted. The thieves got it snfely into
Paris, where they borrowed a round
sum upon it from MM. Andre and Mer-
cunrd, bankers. The Spanish legation
has claimed the statue,

—The banishment of lepers is rigor-
ously enrried out in the Bundwich isles.
There was a recent officinl gearch for
persons affected with the incurable
malady, many having been seoreted by
their relntives. Hundreds were found
and put into a vessel for transportation
to the leper village, to be kept until
they die. 'Their fnmilics gathered on
the beach, and expressed their grief in
lond lamentations. A talented half-
breed, ealled Bill Ragsdale, has long
held a high place in the regard of Sand-
wich Islanders. He is an orator of
great natural power, and leader in tL -
distriet of Hilo, and a man cf notorious
bad morals, He discovered that he was
leprous, though the indications were so
slight that he had escaped official no-
tice, and at once gave himself nup to the
authorities. A procession of natives,
singing and carrying flowers, ercorted
him to the vessel which was to take him
and the others to their living graves.
He made a speech to the assembly,
urging submission to the measures for
eradicating leprosy by banishment, and
expressing his hatred of missionaries,

Wheeler & Wilson’s Sewing Ma-
chines,

Wo eall attention to the Wheeler &
Wilson advertisement in our columns,
This well-known Compan; aas the
most advantageous facilities for supply-
ing the public with Sewing Machines,
on ns favorable terms ns the business
will unilow. They warrant all their
work, and it is a matter of impor-
tance to the purchaser to deal with a
Compuny whoso position and perma-
nence give assurance that their gunr-
anty will be fulfilled. They have
nge'nuiea and offices throughout the
civilized world, for furnishing needles,
thread and other necessary supplies,
and have an established reputation for
reliability and fair dealing.

THE conspicnous triumph of Messrs,
George Steck & Co., of New York, at
the Vienna World's Fair in 1873, at
which their pianos obtained the higheat
award—the only gold medal—has begun
to yield them substantinl fruits, The
inereased popularity of the Steck in-
struments is noticenble not only in New
York, where their excellence has long
been acknowledged, but throughont the
country, and more espeocinlly in thoso
communities that lay specinl elaim to n
enltivated mmueieal taste,—New York
Andependent,




