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IT WAS A GREAT DAY

Visit of the Government Commissioners to Im-

perial Valley---They View the Country
Talk With the People and See the Need

of Government Ownership.

The greatest event in the hastory of
Tmperial Valley sinee the waters of the
Colorado  were  first upon its
lands is the movement to make the dis-
tribution of waters a matter of
government ownership and control,  To
made

turned
those
this frequent reference has  been
in these columng, and now it has arrived
at the important and eritical point of
a personal inspeetion of the situation by
the government oflicials,

To this end there came Monday morn-
ing the following government oflicials
and accompanying gentlemen:

F. H. Newell, Chief Euginecr, Recla-
mation Service,

Arthuar P, Davis, Sapervising Engi-
neer,
J.
neer,

B. M. Hall, Consulting Engineer,

Morris Bien, Legal Adviser for Ree-

B. Lippincott, Supervising Engi-

lamation Serviee,

Wi, E. Smythe,

B. A. Fowler, President Salt River
Valley Water Users' Ass'n.

Chas. W. Eberlein, Land
Southern Pacific Railway Co.

To the government othicials at least,
this was not their first visit, by a long
ways.  They were here in January. 1903,
when they descended the Colorado in a
small boat from away up river, to the
heading of the Imperial canal, down
the canal to Calexico, and thence by
team (for there was no Imperial and
Gulf road then,) to Old Beach, so they
know the country already better than
most of the settlers in it

The visitors Imperial
people as follows: Shirley C. Ward, 1.
W. Gleason, Frank N. Chaplin, S, ),
Ulrey, Thos. Beach, R. D.  McPherrin,
Mr. Perry, (of Calexico,) F. G, Havens
and W, F. Holt, and in five teams, fur-
nished by Messrs, Ubrey, Chaplin Bros,,
Beach, Perry and Me Pherrin, driven
about the country.

They went west across the main canal,
south to Wilsie's place, west toa point
north of Blue Lake, and south to the
luke, where they rested and lunched,
admiring  the beanties of the lake.
Thence, on the homeward route east to
the Date canal and seattering homeward
according to the faney of the drivers

The visitors expressed appreciation of
the wealth and fertility of the valley,as
indicated by the crops where there was
enongh water, and they realized from
the looks of other crops that many were
suffering for want of water, They re-
marked that it must be galling to farm-
ers to be doing without sutlicient water
while =0 much was ranning to waste in
the Colorado river. They appreciated
the magnitade and importance of the
sitnation and indicated  personally—
thongh of conrse not officially—that they
were willing to doall in their power to
relieve it

The urgent necessity of an adequate
water supply was apparent. Al were

Agent

were met by

jought to xee the whole

i pressed with the insutliciencey of that
supply for the present season, as indi-
cattesd by the shortness of the crop, and
showed a decded willingness to come o
the relief of the settlers. The fine crops

in some places showed what could be
done all over,
TO CALEXICO,
Tuesday morning the riecting was

planned tor, but Sapt. Ingrion of the
N. P.owho brought the party down n
his  special tran, thought the party
valley under
present conditions, so by Lis conrtesy
and that of Mr. Holt his train was run
down there, carrying all the members
of the visiting party, the local reception
committee and a Press representative,

The good conntry and some well im-
proved places, on the wav were much
admired, and at the Border city the
party  crossed the line and surveyed
briefly the situation.  Several climbed
to the top of the water tower and were
shown by engineer Lippincott the feat-
ures of the country, chicf of which is
the 1,000,000 acre ranch of the California-
Mexico Cattle Co. which extends from
the international line to the Hardy river
and 1 owned by Editor Otis, of the Los
Anzeles Times, and associates,

At the Calexico Hotel, kept by Dool
& Rockwood, the party enjoyved the hos-
pitality of R. D. MePherrin Esq. at

dinner, and appreciated not only the |

generosity of their host, but the excel-
lence of the services,

THE MEFETING.

At 230, or rather long before, the big
tent was crowded, and U, S0 Commis-
sioner Havens ealled the meeting to
order. Hon., Wm. E. Smythe was
made chairman, and he  introduced

MR. NEWELL.

Mr. Newell read the law under which
the Commissioners came, and invited
information,  The water, he said, was
the pioperty of its appropriators and
users, emphasizing the latter words,
Appropriation alore would not suthice.
He complimented Mr. Holt, Chaivman
of the Water Users Association, on his
abihity and fairness, and nrgedall tostand
by and work with him and his col-
leagues,  He spoke of the unfortunate
and troublesome location of the inter-
national bonndary line, and ealled at-
tention tothe factthat the United States
cannot  buy  property  outside its own
tervitory,  Hoped the water users might
be able to handle the international sit-
nation, in which case the government
mav be able to afford relief.

Mr. Smythe then said Mr. Heber,
President of the ¢, D, Company, had
complained of the rectamation service,
and particnlarly of one man init. That
man he now proposed to introdace as
the engineer under whom  the Yuma
work was to be done, and he wonld tell
the andience abont it,

J. B, LIPPINCOTT

then appeared and  remarked  npon
the ditlicnlty of a governmnet official
telling anvthing worth knowing with:
ont the danger of betraving matters
confidential between  bimsell and his
superiors.  Mr, Lippineott then, in a
general reference to the Yoma work
stated the wmount of water availuble in
the Colorado for irvigation,  He was in-

Itlmlm'ml ax “the man bebind the gan'’

! i engineering work, and =aid the com-
| mission did not want to “butt in'' to the
[local situation unless mmost unmistak-
ably asked to do =0, in which ease it
f would do s to include the Tm-
| wrial Valley in the reopee of its work.,
[Tt waw possible to altimately  make a
canal here without going throngh Mex-
ico though the present situation involy-
ed a erossing of the international line,
The total minimum of Colorwdo water
available was about 3000 cuabic feet a
| second, and total irrigable area from it
fabout 1,200,000 geres
| Mr. Smythe then introdaesd

| MR.

boest

DAVIS

Mf the l"'i:‘
. canal work, and also of the Colo-
{ rado river ircization exoloitation.  Mr,
[ Davis  modestly  diselaimed much
feredit, and said the latter work at least
was that of Mr. Lippincott,  He stated
the very interesting fact that the Im-
perial Valley was the largest arid tract
i America that conld irrigated
The only obstacle is the troublesome
and unfortunate location of the inter-
national  boundary  line.  Extensive
irrigation work has become too large
for private enterprise, and must hence-
forth be prosecuted by the power and
the purse of Uncle Sam—a sentiment
that elicited tremendous applanse.  He
referred particularly to the provisions
of the Reclamation Act and apprehen-
ded they would be strictly  enforeed.
That act is ample and no further legis-
lation is necded.

Mr. Smythe said this was the biggest
irrigation project mvolving the welfare
of the greatest number of  people,
Wounld Uncle Sam turn his back on it?
No! (applause,)

D. N Hall was ealled for, but modestly
deelined to come  forward, and Mr.

|as the author of the bhest
| mitan

0

Iy

MORRIS BIEN

was called for to present the legal prob-
lems of the sitnation.  He said the biz-
gest problem was the international con-
plication, but trusted the Water Users
Association would solve that.

T. A. FOWLER

tof Phoenix proved a witty speaker, and
[ being introdoced as the “*bhiggest man’
in irrigation said he was sorry his wife
wis not here that she might know how
big a man she had married

He recounted the many difficulties his
company had encountered, and thought
imperial had gained a year's time by
their vx;n:riq-nw.
R. H.

|
|

|

INGRAM

[Superintendent 8. P. Co. Los Angeles |

;tll\'isiun was next called for and thought
| he was on the wrong side of the plat-
{ form—he ought to be in the audience.,
He said his company was in sympathy
[ and hearty accord with the prople in
everv movement for their good. Their
| interests were in common and the S, P,
wounld use every effort to promaote the
| welfare ot the |u'n|v|c' it had the honor
| Lo serve,

Mr. Smyvthe acknowledged the receipt
of a check from the locol committes and
sadd his expenses only were borne by
the Water Users., Hisservices were free,
He then presented the following resolu-
tions which were enthusiastically adopt-
ed, and with the singing of Ameriea,
led by D R, Chaplin, closed the most
impoirtant meeting Imperial has ever
had, with three rousing cheers for the
Reclamation Burean and  three for Mr,
Smythe:

RESOLUTIONS
The wen and women of Tmperial val-
ley, asscinbled at Imperial on May 31,
1904, extend a hearty greeting to Chief
Engineer Frederick H, Newell and the
other distingnished representatives  of

the United States reclamation service, |

to President Fowler of the Salt River
Valley Water Users' association and to
all other members of the party who
honor us with their presence heve today,
wind we l!‘j“i\'l ilu'lpl'vn.-lhl} in this evi-

dence of the deep interest of the govern-
ment i the futare of this community,

We declare that the national irriga-
tion policy i« the onteome of the great-
et constroctive movement of modern
times and agree with President Roose-
velt when he says it is not only one of
the greatest steps in the progress of the
United States, bat of all mankind.”

We declare that the fertile delta of
the Rio Colorado in the connties of San
Diego and Riverside, California, offers
the grandest opportunity to be found
i the length and breadth of arid Amer-
ica for the building of homes ander the
beneficent policy embodied in the act
of June 17192, and that the govern-
ment isalone able to deal adeguately
with the sitaation,

We came hiere in response to the invi-
tation of private enterprise.  We in-
vested our capital, our labor and the
best vears of our lives in the efiort to
reclaim this desert wilderness and to
make it blossonr with products of the
[soil, with schools, with churches and
[ with homes,  We have loyally done our
tour part to this end and faithfully ob-
served our contracts.  Rut today, while
| the annual flood of the great river flows
| past to the gulf, many of onr fields are
| suffering for water, the returns of our
{lubor are diminisned or destroyed and

{our future is filled with apprehension.

|

| We bave no nokind words to say of
{ the private enterprise, which attempted
| a task now clearly seen to be beyond its
| power of acconplishment. We would
[ have it treated justly, but “with malice
toward none and charity for all” we
| ask the California Development eom-
pauy to co-operate with the reclamation
service in preparing the way for a mag-
niticent public enterprise capable of
making homes fora miltion men, who
shall combine in one inalienable own-
ership the four elements essential to
human existence—land, water, sunshine
and air.

We are today the living embodiment
of the president’s immortal declaration
that “private ownership of water apart
ifrnlu land cannot prevail without caus-
ing enduring wrong.”

And when monopoly of water is pro-
[tected by the possession of canals on
[ foreign soil and thas entirely  beyond
| the possibility of regulation by the pub-
| lic authority to which we owe allegiance,
{ =uch monopoly becomes intolerable and
| franght with perils which we caunot
[ pemanently endure,

We app el to the secretary of the in-
' terior to exercise his ample anthority to
emancipate us, and our children after

us, from “private ownership of water
[apart from land.”

We express onr absolute unfaltering
[faith in the government at Washington
and now declare that wherever Uncle
Suamn shall lead  there we  will loyally
follow. .

VOLCANO SPRINGS

Two Imperialites Make a Week’s
Visit and Bring (ireat Reports

James Heatley and G. B. Sisson have
lately been on a trip to VoleanoSprings,
35 miles from Calexico and about 25
from the line. They report them very
interesting and well worth a visit. They
are benificial to health, the mud baths
curing rhenmatism and blood impurities.
The voleanie sectionis about 7 miles
square and the erupting cones only about
2to 5 feet high. The mud is a rich
dark green, and hardens soon, a bottle
immersed in it coming out coated as
with cement, The Cocopah  Indians
know its virtues, aid resort thither in
cases of ailments for which it is good,
A combination of salt, sulphur and
alum exists in large quantities in a cry-
stallized state, and can be readily picked
up, as it forms in bunches.  Quail are
plentiful, but the party found the water
of the Hardy river too muddy to fish in,
My, Sisson hronght back samples of the
wined, which is very pretty  and also of
the mineral ervstals,




