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P ublished at the center of the greatest irrigated territory In America, in the heart of the Colorado desert, San Diego county, Southern California, 67 feet below the level of the sea.

“Water is King

IMPERIAL, CAL., SRATURDA

Here is its Kingdom.”’

Y. JANUARY 14, 1%5.

NO. 39

Under pres-

ent canals, 280,000 ncres: under iecigation system when completed, 400,000 scres, Adjacent to irrigated land in Arizona and land to be irrigated by the National Government from the same
grand Colorado river which willmake a combined body of more than a miltion irrigated acres.
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The Waters of the Colorado River ls
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especially in view of the fact that under
the act the
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Reclamation
will
arge and permanent works, ntilizing all

the terms of
government

of the Attorney General of the United ’ reealled. is made as the result of a reso- | of the available resources,

Stutes, who holds that all of the water | lntion adopted at the last session nf;

“The principal large enterprise isthat

of that river belongs to the Uvited | Congress, directing the Secrotary ol the Lof the California Development Company,

cootained sueh a complete expose of | tates a8 long ax it is in American Terri- | Interior to investigate varions guestions
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o from the conservative stand point, | from said stream by individoals and |
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Mexican contract is concernd, it is not

an asset to be reckoned all. The
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iocennons argnment against litization | Mexican government has decrced that
A in favor of arbitration,  This is the ; no buse o “water stock” charge shali
,o=pel of “husiness methods and wiplo- | be made against the lands the Cali- |
paey’” brought down to date.  In view [ fornm Development  Company  have |
{ the fact that on  December 1, 194, | contracted to irvigate o Mexico, and |

vrery debtor of the California Develop-
ment Company in this Valley recvived |

bill from said company, across the
fiee of which was printed in red iuk a
notice signed by A. H. Heber and vead-
the effect that the re-
contract within ten

T nnless

to
cipient met his
days from the day it became due, the
11 would be turned over to their legal
department with instroctions to enforee
collection.  We would like to ask om
conservative friends what advice they
Lave to give the poor unfortunnte who
nnable to meet his payvment on acconnt
of erop failure eaused by the California
Development Company not furnishing
tinds Limself suned by
Waould

wauter to him,

=uid company. they deprive

him of the right of defense on the
srounds that he is plunging the Valley
into litigntion?  If so, a very unjust

jundgment might be given against him.
NO! emphatically NO: What is sance
the goose must be for the
cander.  The California Development
Company being composed of business
men, know that the law the
hackbone of business, and the only sore

for sanee

suit s
method of enforcing contracts and ol
leeting bills.  1f the California Develop-
ment Company uses this method, why
«honld it not be nsed by others,

Another thing that we feel
Atention is the uaive and misleading
argnier tin favor of paying the Cali-
Irevelopment Company three
This is gotten

merits

fornin
nillion dollars,
the hypothesis that the California -
slopment Company owns the Colorado
civer and has a right to exact from the
taad owners a base charge for a water
ight, n-prvm-lllml by “‘water stock in
come one of the mutual water com
Lanies, and also the right to charge
ty cents per nere foor for all water
cerved to sueh water stockholders,

np on

that fifty cents per acre foot for water |
actunlly used shall he the charge fo l!
the ‘
to ent that down to any figure they |

the present, but they have power

please Ccee section 18 of the contract

The Reclamation Service has always
contract be made with
the Mexican land owners for an equit-
able of the
for rigation.  Said contract to provide |

advised that a

division water and its use
the lmperial people with o free vight |
of way throngh Mexico for their water.
Also to limit the amount of water Mex- |
ico shall have, and provide that all the
remainder may be nused in the United
States. If government
ownership it will be on soch terms as |

we ever get

the United States government considers

fir Lo itself and to the people of the
Lneperial Valley,

In this connection we would say, that
the Reclivmation Service advises that the
Tmperial Valley Water Users’ Associo-
tion purchase the EXISTING PLANT of the
California Development Company and
its associated  (Mexican) corporation.
They do not say for us to purchase their
witer appropriation, nor their Mexican |
concession, nor any of the franehises,
ete, they cluim to have. It is simply
their EXIsTING PLANT, which means thei
main canal the United States and
Mexico, and the headgates and struet-

nres that are parts of it,

in

The guestion now is, how much is

thils EXISTING PLANT worth. If they get
what 1t cost them what mor: should
they usk?  They have already sold

wauter stock for 217,000 acres of land,
\‘mul have received at least $2,500,000 for
| the Besides this, the parties
composing the California  Development
Company own of the valuable
franchises, the townsites, and a great

s,

most

Coutinued on page 5.

| Secretary

[ galnllty of the Colorado River.

mmvolved in the lower Colorado River
for the irvigation of arid (ali-
fornia and Arvizona, to report the extent

lands in

to which these waters should be

trolled for irvigation under the national

irrigation act or by private enterprise;
) |

and what legislation, if any, is necessary
in the premises,

In transmitting the report, which was
prepared by the  Geologieal
Hitcheock letter takes
referring inferentially
that in the

sSarvey,
inoa
oceasion to say
to the Imperial enterprise,
case of waters appropriated and “‘now
being put to beneticial use,”” he recom-
that the

leaviog it plain that where water

mends stand,

appropriation
has

been ;l'-pl‘npliulwi and is not being pat
lll"

to  beneficial  use appropriation
| #honld not stand.

Mr. Hitcheoek rmierely states  with
refercncee to Mexico that the Mexican |

government  has  entered a

against any interference with the navi-
The

| report makes no reference to the proj o- I
| sition that the government purchase the

Linperial property for $3,000,000,
Coming down to the report itself,

which by F. H. Newell,

chief of the Reclamation Service, there

wus written

L are many pages devoted to the guestions
Linvolved in the physical conditions sur-

rnlllhlillu the entire |'I'H]Nlhllllill, and to
a discussion of legal questions involved,
ete.  Finally the report says that nnder
a complete consersation of the waters of
the Colorado river and its tributaries,
the
Reclamation act by a systematic and
logical development, notless than 2,000,

such as would be possible under

000 acres could be irrigated in the com-
paratively near future, and a vood deal
more thau that later. The report then
recommends as follows:

INVESTMENT DISCOURAGED,

“Up to the present time all develop-
ment on the Colorado river has been hy
private enterprise, the proposed Yuma
project being the first investieent of
pnational funds,  As a rule private enter-
prise has been greatly hampered by the
magnitude of the construction of effee-
tively controlling the stream., Expe-
rience with these enterprises has been
such as todisconrage further investment,

protest |

the interna-
| tional boundary on the Califorma side

| taking water at or below
!
fand carrying it through the republie of
Mexico for about sixty miles to points
where it is returned in part, northerly
|into the United States.
the end of San
{ Diego connty, California, is a great sink,
or depressien, extending to a depth ot
P nearly 300 feet bhelow sea level.  Waters
| from condueted

“Here in southern

the Colorado river
| throngh Mexico and distributed over a
| part of this arca through canals owned
The lands lie in alti-
tudes from those slightly above sea level,
| sloping very gently toward the north or
The entire area
| has been frequently overflowed in recent
{geologieal times, both by waters of the
{Gulf of California and by the waters of
In fact the depres-
| sion s sinply the apper end of the Gulf
of California, ent off from salt waters by

tby the farmers

| west to Salton sink.

| the Colorado river,

a broad expanse ol fine sands or clays,
| being sediment bronght down by the
{ Colorado river.
WASTE, NOT USE.

| “This depression being the bed of a
| former estuary or brackish lake, it con-
l tains all of the salts or alkali which was
[left by the evaporation of the water.
This alkaline contents ranges from a
slight or inappreciable percentage to 3
per cent ormore.  Reportsof the Bureau
of Soils of the Departmentof Agriculture
cover this point fully and illustrate the
ditficulties and dangers encountered by

settlers in this area.

“Lands within and around this de-
pression have been tiled npon principally
under the terms of the Desert Land Act,
and to a less extent under the Home-
Holdings are usually from

stead act.
160 to 320 acres or more, and irrigation
has been attempted on many of these
with greater or less success, dependent
upon the amount of alkali in the soil
and the skill of the farmer in distribut-
ing the available water supply.

“Use of the waters of this river upon
lands which are very strongly alkaline,
Lor which for other can not be

permanently reclaimed to
produce rennmerative crops, is a waste
The waters of

Fesons
and made
and not a beneficial use,
the Colorado river have in
"been applied to lands of this character,
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