
largest of the land owners. A major*
Ity of the principal Industries,LOWER CALIFORNIA

Nothing came of Dr. Wozencraft's
plan, however, and the matter seems
not to have been mentioned again, ex-
cept In a general way, until quite re-
cently. The California Development
company when It undertook the work

In those days Irrigation was In Its
Infancy In the United States, so but
little stress was laid on its value, the
principal feature dwelt on by the report
being the possible effect on the climate
by the fillingof Salton basin with wa-
ter. Not very long afterwards, or dur-
ing the early sixties, Dr. Wozencraft
of San Bernardino, evolved an Irriga-
tion scheme for the reclamation of the
Colorado desert, and as part of his
plan1 Included the purchase of Lower
California, or at least, enough of it to
permit the water from the Colorado to
be brought to this Valleyon American
territory.

A Dispatch From Mexico Says the
Territory May Be Sold to the I).S.

Ever since the possibility of Irrigat-
ing the Colorado desert from the Colo-
rado river was first Investigated, more
than fifty years ago, the question of
the purchase of Lower California by
the United States has been recognized
as desirable and has been agitated
from time to time. This proposition
was mentioned by the board of army
engineers, who In 1854, made an In-
vestigation and reported on the geo-
graphical conditions of this part of the
country. These men ran levels from
the Colorado river to this Valleyand
found a natural course for water to fol-
low over the bottom lands In Mexico,
from the Colorado river to this Valley.

There are several large mining com-

panies in the peninsula which are oper-
ated by Americans. They are espe-
cially desirous that the Stars and
Stripes shall float over the territory.

A Boston corporation Is among the

Advices received from La Paz and
other places in Lower California say
there willbe little if any opposition to

such a transfer.

Interest in the proposition Is espe-
cially keen in the territory concerned.

Mexico City, Mex., March 29,
—

It

Is reported In official circles that the
Mexican government is preparing to

open negotiations looking to the sale of
Lower California to the United States.

The developments ofthe past twelve
months therefore, have completely
changed the channel of the lower Col-
orado, and greatly modified the situa-
tion regarding the transfer of the ter-

ritory affected to the United States.
The diversion of the Colorado river
and Its discharge Into this valley has
already Inflicted considerable damage
to the property of American citizens.
Some of these citizens have reported
the matter to the Department of State,
at Washington, and filed claims against
Mexico for redress. Mexico sent a
corps of engineers to the scene last
November. Those gentlemen doubt-
less reported to their government, and
recommended a course of action. The
following dispatch to the Associated
Press from the city of Mexico, under
date of March 29th, puts an entirely
new light on the hitherto dark subject:

has been completely reversed now, the
channel to this Valley has become so
much deeper than the old channel of
the river that no water goes to the Gulf
of California any more except when
the river Is at a very high stage.

In 1902 no water came down either
Alamo channel or New river and there
was no "overflew." This condition

Acting under this concession the
Mexican corporation, on October 6th.
1904, made the incision In the west

bank of the Colorado river, about four
miles below the American line,, which
has become historical as the famous
Mexican intake. It is not necessary
to recount the progressive diversion of
the river at that point. Suffice It to
say that in just one year's time, almost
to a day. the old channel of the Colo-
rado river became dry ground below
this point and the entire flow of the
river was diverted and turned to this
Valley. Formerly, no water reached
this Valley, or flowed into the Salton
sink except at the time of extreme

flood stage of the Colorado river.

of bringing water from the Colorado
river to this Valley, organized a cor-
poration under the laws of Mexico and
took the late General Andrade Into the
company. They bought 100,000

acres of land In Mexico, as a sort of
right of way for their canals, and for-
mulated plans for diverting the water

from *he river In the United States,

and transporting It through Mexico,

while still retaining control of It; In
other words they tried to get around
the difficulties presented by complytng
with the laws ot both Nations. The
controversy with the United States
over the ownership of the water, and
the contract with Mexico by which the
Mexican corporation was granted ten

thousand cubic feet of water, per sec-
ond, by the Mexican government, are
matters of such recent history that all
are familiar with It. This concession
was granted on May 18th, 1904, and
is therefore, less than two years old.

Since the publication of this dispatch
from Mexico City the Mexican con-
suls at both San Diego and Los An-
geles have been interviewed on the
subject and have both stated that all
that' ls necessary is for the Mexican
congress to pass a law authorizing the
sale and it willbe done. So the myth
of the Mexican constitutional provision
Isn't working anymore. So much for
that. The Colorado river is still "do-

J ing business" and Mexico Is still liable
! for the damage it does to American
I citizens in this Valley. It has been
| known for some time that the large
1 land owners in Lower California were

favorable to annexation to the United
States and also that many people In

this country favored It as a step toward
solving the questions Involved in the
use of the waters of the lower Colorado
for Irrigation. It is very encouraging
to the people of this Valley to learn
that this movement has reached the
point to be publicly favored in official
circles In Mexico. Itwas apparent to

j all who talked with the members of the
| Committees on Irrigation that were

J here last June that they looked upon
| the purchase of lower California as a
| desirable solution of our Irrigation

[ jproblems and were heartily in favor of

Jiit. With the subject as well under-'
stood as it is the governments should
have no difficulty in getting together

, and making the necessary treaty for
; the transfer. Locally it would be a

J 1great thing for the Imperial Valley and
| especially for Calexico. It wouldsettle
; all phases of the "water question" and
|!open the way for the full control and

\!utilization of the waters of the Colorado
; river by the United States Reclama-
| tlon Service. As a result of this It
| would be a great benefit to the entire
| west. Withlower California belonging
[ to the United States, a new state of
j Southern California would be the In-
; evltable outcome with a "scrap" be-
; tween Los Angeles and San Diego for

capital. A large city would be built
; at the head of the Gulf of California

\ and the great stretch of arable land
below the Mexican line would be set-
itied with a teeming, population. By
all means let the transfer be mada.
The sooner it is done r\ie better it will
be all around. V

You won't have to kee\ many sows to
raise all the pijjH you w\nt if>'°v will
get a start of Durocs fioiuVi'orter N,
Fergusou, Holtville,Cal. -gi'

lit

It will be remembered that during
the government ownership agitation In
1904, when the fact that the Recla-
mation Service could not expend their
funds In a foreign country was pointed
out. it was proposed to purchase a
small strip of territory, just sufficient
for the canal right of way. We were
then assured that It was provided in
the Mexican constitution as treason,

punishable with death, for anyone in
Mexico to propose to sell any part of
the territory of that country, no matter

how little. So as long as we believed
that, the question seemed settled.
Now, however, the matter appears in

a different light,

Nothing is known here about the
project, and it is extremely doubtful
if Congress willagree to the purchase
of any more territory for some years
to come.

Washington, March 29,
—

If the
United States government acquires
Lower California It willbe necessary
for the Secretary of State to negotiate
a treaty with the Mexican ambassador
for the transfer of the territory to this
country, After a treaty Is negotiated
and ratified itwillbe necessary for Con-
e ress to appropriate funds with which
to pay for the territory

CONGRESS MAY NOT BE WILLING

A French concern owns a copper
mining indnstry which Is the most Im-
portant single concern In the penin-
sula.

however, and much of the lands of
Lower California are in the hands of
foreigners. The valuable pearl fisher-
ies, located along the eastern coast are
controlled by a British corporation.

IEl Centro Department 1

'||j Roy L*.Rumsey, Proprietor |||

1New Arrivals this week 1
•|| We have just opened a nice assortment of J|
jg| wash fabrics including* Lawns, Chambray, g|
H Ginghams, India Linons, Percales, Chambray H
iSkirtings, Etc. 1
@ Embroidered Shirt Waist Patterns 1
|gj In black or white {g|
|g Front, Collars and Cuffs Embroidered in.India Linon 75c to $3.00 g|
wS each, 10c, 15c, 20c and 25c each |||

i Ladies Hose
-

all prices if
H In black, brown, or white = Lace and Plain M

The low prices we have been quoting on men's Shoes, Mats and

||J Underwear have made big inroads inour Stock, but we have a lot of |j|
Hi good bargains left. Better Come in and pick up a few. j||

Meat Market
\V. W. Masten lias made
arrangements to supply
meat to customers from
the Hotel Franklin for the
time being. A meat shop
willbe arrange for shortly
by Mr.Masten.
Fresh meat always on hand
at the

Hotel Franklin,
ElCentro, Cal.

•\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0•••\u25a0•\u25a0•••'\u25a0"•••\u25a0-\u25a0«••-\u25a0•••\u25a0\u25a0••••\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0••.•*•<•.

JVew pool Rail
EL CENTRO, CAL. j

! We have opened our pool tia.ll in the !
| New Hotel El Centro, and will be ]
; pleased to see all our oM friends, and to j

make as nianv new outs as possible.

A nice, quiet place to spend
your leisure hour.

Soft Drinks, Lemonade,
Cigars and Tobacco i

| HAVVES & CASNER, Props.
»»\u25a0-•\u25a0•••\u25a0\u25a0"••— -»«»••-«\u25a0••-\u25a0••§•••••«•.\u25a0\u25a0••«»••••\u25a0••

To Lease for 5 Years

Allof section 36 township 1 3
S, R 14 E, with water. Land
is 3 1-2 miles east of Brawley,
is very level, soft and good soil;
could be planted to melons, al-
falfa or grain. Address offers
to the owner

J. MCMULLIN
Union Building, San Diego*

JOHNSON & MUSSER SEED CO'S
1906 Catalogue Now Ready

Write for it
No. 113 N.MainSt., Los Augeles

California

HEDDEN & HULL
CTS?" Cement Work

Estimates Furnished
On Application

IMPERIAL • - -
CALIFORNIA

Witman
The Plumber

Work Done all Over the Valley
Estimates Furnished

Phone 129 Imperial, Cal.

| EL CENTRO I* POOL AND BILLIARD *
J " PARLORS * t
1 •*
X Finest Lineof Cigars, Tobaccos and

**
Soft Drinks Always On Hand :: ::

*
*

C. J. EATON |

Imperial Ave, Dairy
Joe Giaccomazzi, Prop.

Fresh Milk delivered to any/^
part of the city of Imperial

6- ft Fairbanks
Opposite Post Office

Imperial, California.
beed ami Poultry Supplies. Cash paid

for poultry and egjra.

A complete line of Flower and Garden
Seeda. Onion Sets, Ect.

IVtahunu Incubators and Brooders,
Midland Poultry Food
International Stock Food

Ellwood Steel Fencing— A perfect farm
fence.

Ellwood Poultry Fencing
—

The best
poultry fence on the market.

Incubators in operation on exhibition
at all times

—
Visitors welcome.

gj D. L. GOLDSCHMIEDT $
g Physician and Surgeon Jj
S Formerly of New York City, j*

J late of Knsenada, 11. C, Mexico, g
X has removed to and \n now per- x* nmiuMitly located at San Diego, Cal. \u25a0•*

£ Oilice and Residence: till Fifth $
S Street, Cor. 11., McCiurck Block, 'x

\u0084 Rooms 1 and 2 ri
5J Oilice Hours :10to12 a. m.— 4 to g
*j (ip. m., Sundays :10to12 a.m. jtfg only. k ii
% Telephones

—
By Dajmr N'ijjht:\u25a0 S

| Sunset, Main, 658, m»,3HO^ 8 •

\t English, German a? Nptui^isjijp^ j


