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plan set forth in the petitions.
We, therefore, in our issue of
March 10. gave Mr. MclMierrin
and his journey our support. The
fact that the plan we advocated
was successful, and the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office
discomfited the croakers by ac-
ceding 1 to the requests of the set-
tlers, is sufficient for us.

It was held by the protagonists
of the bill that Congress must
coerce the Department into giv-
ing justice to the people of this
jvalley. All are now willing to
praise the generous treatment
accorded us by the government
officials.

The facts are that while Sena-
tor Flint and Congressman Smith
were getting this mttter taken
up by the Land Office and
proper instructions issued cover-
ing the matter, our critics were
floundering in the slough of des-

pond chasing the igtiiis fatui of a

Now that success has been at-
tained all should rejoice.

SUPPRESSING THE TRUTH

propositiou to atinull and termi-
nate the contract between the
California Development company
and Sociedad de Yrrigacion, and
Imperial Water Co. No.- 5, is a
matter of vital moment to the
stockholders of all the other
water companies in the valley.

Elsewhere in oiircolumns will
be found an open letter from the
Directors of Imperial Water Co.
No. 5, addressed to their stock-
holders and containing- much
matter in which the people of the
whole valley are interested. Last
week Mr.Cory, the general man-
ager of the California Develop-
ment company sent the same
people a circular letter, copy of
which we published in our issue
of *ay12. These letters raise
questions of great moment to the
people interested as well as to
many others, and we publish
them as matters of news. It is
not our purpose to discuss the
merits of this controversy, but we
do hope that out of itall will
come a clearer statement and uti-

derstanding of the rights of the j

water users' of Imperial Water |
Co. No. 5. Such an outcome
would be of much interest to all
the people in this valley, for the
contract for the delivery of water
between the various corporations
are practically the same iti all
cases. It follows that what can
be done in one case can be done
in the others, and therefore the

The above editorial in the
Brawley News of May 11th, is
reproduced in full for the benefit
of our readers and for the pur-
pose of making some comments
on the same. The strictures on
the Imperial Press are well ta-
ken, and we agree with every
word Brother Witter says in re-
gard to the matter. But we
want to point out that there have
been former managements of the
Press, as well as of the Califor-
nia Development company. The
misdeeds complained of were al-
most all committed from 1902 to
1904. The Imperial Press was
started on April 20th, 1901, with
Henry C. Reed as editor and pub-
lisher, and continued under his
charge untilNovember 2nd 1901,
when Edgar F. Howe became ed-
itor and manager. Mr. Howe
guided the destinies of the Press
from November 2nd 1901 tillAu-
gust 23d 1902, or one week less
than ten months. The paper
then became the property of
the Imperial Land company and
from August 23d 1902 till March

<fjjJM9O3 was edited by L. M.
HoJtl'.v For this space of six
pnjbfittis and two weeks Mr.Howe
iwjas not connected with the pa-
*per, but on March 7th 1903, he
£jgain took charge of the paper
ohis time as editor and owner.
SP%n he continued to be for just
ft/arisen months, selling the pa-
p^Sw^Charles A. Gardner on
MKtti, 1904. Mr. Gardner
coo it\ed in the lines laid' down

"Some criticism has been made
of the News because itpublished
the account of the earthquake
shock in full, the reason being
given that itmight create a baa
impression outside. It has al-
ways been the policy of the news-
papers to minimize bad reports
as much as possible. The News
believes that such a policy should
never have existed. Had the Im-
perial Press, for a long time the
only newspaper in the Valley,
published and not suppressed the
misdeeds of the old management
of the California Development
company, the headgate at the
Colorado river would have been
builtwhen promised and itwould
not be necessary for the Southern
Pacific to spend half a million
dollars or more trying to repair
the damage. Neither would it
have been possible for the water
companies to have been forced
to accept canal systems on which
it was necessary to expend large
sums of money before they were
suitable for the purposes intend-
ed, and for the construction 'ot
which the money had once been
paid. Although the News will
not unnecessarily enlarge upon
facts detrimental to the country,
yet it does not propose to sup-
press news of vital interest to the

Reverting to the matter of the
correction of the Imperial survey
and the work of getting the Land
Department to do it in the man-
ner desired by the people of this
valley, we notice a statement in
the Imperial Standard of May 11

from Mr.P. H. McPherrin, giv-
ing an account of his steward-
ship of the peoples' interests dur-
ing his visit to Washington in
furtherance of the resurvey mat-

ter. In this article he refers to

some things we should have said
regarding his Washington trip.

In our issue of April 7, we

published the news that the re-
survey had been ordered on the
lines asked for in the petitions
published first in the Press of
January 27, 1906. The Los
Angeles Times of Friday, March
30 contained a telegram from

Washington stating that the
Commissioner of the General
Land Office had informed Sena-
torFlint that he had ordered the

survey made in accordance with
the request of the settlers. This
telegram was dated Washington,

In the fssue of the Pkess of
April 7 we published a letter
from Senator Flint to General
Prescott t the Receiver of the U.
S. Land Office at Los Angeles,
Cal., under date of Washington,
D.C, March 24, 1906, in which
lie states that the officials of the
General Land Office informed
him that they had already order-
ed the lands in this valley sur-
veyed by ,metes and bounds, as

.requested^by the settlers.
Mr. McPherrin and the pe-

titions Ji Jie' carried, arrived in
Washington. on March 27.

of the petition published
in thVPRBSs were in the hands of
Senators Flint and Perkins and
Congressman Smith as early as
February .s, and the matter was
promptly taken up by them with
the Department. j These gentle-
men were fullyadvised as to the
facts in the matter and the
merits of the peoples' request,
and while a movement for a new
billwas being fomented here in
the valley and the. work of the
PkKSS was being opposed, Sena-
tor Flint and Congressman Smith
were urging the General Land
Office to grant the petition we
were supporting.

Their efforts were apparently
successful as early as March 24,
or else Senator Flint would not
have written Genera] prcseott jtM
he did. jm

We are glad /J^'J^jSSSl
went to Washm^tou^veTw^aM
arrival the><f^ \vaS''delave(i\^t)l:
u^mm^m zg

He^Avasi hi' Imperial Valley'

abouVMar/Jh 1, and in conversa-
tion with us, did not seem to be-
so wedded to the idea of a bill as
not to be willing1 to work for the

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE GLORY

From the above it will be seen
that during the first three years
of this paper's existence it was
'edited by Mr. Keed for about six
months by Mr. h. M. Holt for
The Imperial Land company for
about six months, and by Mr.
Edgar F Howe for about two
years. From April20th 1901 till
Sept- sth, 1904, the Pkkss was
the only paper published in the
Imperial Valley, With these
explanations, we are willing
Brother Witters' reprimand
should stand.

by his predecessors ami there
wjis no change iti the policy tit
the paper until December Ist
I'HM, when it again changed
bauds. For the policy of the
paper since itpassed out of Mr.
Gardner's hands the present ed-
itor is responsible. Watch this Space

Next Week

Some Good Things inSight

Notice: Hereafter our store
willbe closed all day Sunday.

Valley Mercantile Co.,
El Centro, Cal.
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[ willguarantee these goods. Ifthey don't do
the work asked of them Iwillrefund your money.

CHARLES W. FERNALD'
Imperial, California
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El Centro, . California

Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed citizen of the United States is in
possession of the tract of land described
as the SWJ£ of Sec. 20, Tp1< S, R, 14
£, S. B. M.. according to the Burvey
made in1900 by the Imperial Land Co.
and commonly known as the Imperial
survey. The numbers properly describ-
ing this land is taken byother parties and
applied to other lands two miles west
and one-half mile south of the lands
above described, but Ihereby certify
that there is no other claimant or occu-
pant to said lands except myself. I
further certify that Ihave been inpos- .
session of this land since March 30th,
1906, and that it is my bona fide inten-
tion to occupy and improve this land
and to enter the same under the Desert
Land Act as soon as the survey of the
lands in Imperial Valley,provided for
by the Act of Congress of July Ist, 1902,
Statutes at Larg), Vol.32, part 1, page
728, is completed and the map of these
lands filed in the United States Land
Office at Los Angeles, Cal.

Signed, Thomas Tracv.
Witness, Albert Hbydloufk.
Brawley, Cal.. April25th, 1900.
apr-28-m-19.

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

.Stanley Brown, El Centro, Cal.


