
"Ido not know of any section of land
in the United States so naturally adapt-
ed to perfect irrigation as is the Imperi-
al Valley. Itis an eye-opener to allwho
visit itand to those more than ordinari-
ly iuterested in the subject of irrigation
itfurnishes a most interesting study.
We have discovered through inquiry
among the residents of the Valley, who
hail fromallparts of the United States
and even from the very coldest climates
we have, that the heat of the climate,
which has often been urged against this
suction, is not oppressive nor does it
seem to be enervating. It is a great
country all around, and no doubt, has a
magnificent future."

Yours very respectfully,
E.A.Lek.

"Iconsider the owners of land in the
Imperial Valley among the luckiest
farmers in the United States," says
Hon. F. W. Mondell,of Wyoming,chair-
man of the House Committee on Irriga-
tion and Reclamation of AridLands, af-
ter a day spent in viewing the wonder-
ful results of irrigation in that field.

The land being formed by water is
of necessity mainly a water grade with
few inequalities of surface, thus making

itan ideal region for irrigation, which
is proven by the fact when wellbordered
one may be able to irrigate from forty
to eighty acres a day.

With just moderately intensified cul-
tivation the Imperial Valley can support
several hundred thousand population
and with these conditions realized what
willbe the value of the land? A hun-
dred dollars per acre? Yes. Two hun-
dred? Yes, three hundred in many
places; yes and much more as is now
the case in Los Angeles and the adjacent

counties.

Mr.Roth, who for many years has
been a producer of cantaloupes at Rocky
Ford, Colorado, does not hesitate to
give the Imperial Valley the preference
over Rocky Ford and says the canta-
loupes produced here are sweeter and of
finer flavor, whilehero there is a com-
plete immunity from frost, hailand rust

and other great advantages, such as
having the whole winter for preparation
and a much longer season for growth to

say nothing of cheaper lands and a reli-
able supply of water. Although most
of the land is new and poorly adapted
to the purpose some of the growers se-
cured as high as from $100.00 to $200.00
per acre net for their crop. i.act year
witnessed the first efforts in the Valley
at growing cantaloupes mostly of prime
quality. Three hundred cars were pro-
duced. The™ are many other things
which may be produced here toas great
advantage as those mentioned, yetspace

willnot permit their further considera-
tion. Lands can be secured here by
purchase from those holding patents
and also from those whohave submitted
their proof of compliance with all the
requirements of the law and there are
Home opportunities to secure assign*
ments and alao relinquishmentof claims
for small consideration, pending a more
complete survey of the lands; most of.
them have been temporarily witndrawn
from market, hence no filings are being

made. The prices of land ranges from
$30.00 to $100.00 per acre depending
more on location than quality for almost
all the land is good and there ie a won-
derful uniformity of quality. There is
now one hundred thousand acres under
eultivatiqiVin this Valley and about two
hundred thousand which may be added.

elsewhere in this state, but possibly re*

quiring slight protection during the first
winter after planting, yet this has not
heretofore been done and many young
treea may be seen with a fine showing

offruit. By reason oftheir epecial adapt*
ability thedesire to mention a few things

cannot be resisted ;these include grapes',
figs and dates, asparagus and canta-
loupes. The first and lastof these men*

tioned enables the grower to obtain
prices so fabulous the writer is unwill-
ing to hazard his reputation for veracity
by giving them. Figs can be produced
more cheaply bushel for bushel than
corn in the western states. Dates are
yet in the experimental stage, yet trees
but three years from planting after hav-
ing been outof the ground for six months
and traveled half round the world to
reach here are fruiting this season, this
being the famous Deglet Nolr variety

from which the agricultural department
at Washington is expecting astonishing

results. Cotton lias been raised in a
small way but sufficient to demonstrate
that it can be produced at profit of from
fifty to seventy- five dollars per acre.

This aaa gradually filledin with water

and ailtuntilitnow has a dimension of
about two hundred and aeventy-five
square miles inextent with a depth of
seventy-five feet gradually lessening as
the shore line is approached. Now that
the Colorado river has been diverted
evaporation willproceed quite rapidly
and iHfrlee* replenished by the waste

water* from irrigating ditches willin a
few year* be dry as before when an op-
portutrilf willbe given tosee the amount
of sediment deposited or the land made
on the inflowingaide of the sea where
large deposits of silthave taken place.
This aedimeat ia former times consisted
inno emftll degree of the product* of

This fillinginof the Valley has been
aslow and long continued process of
land building, which we have been per-

mitted to see duplicated in a measure
during the laat two yeara during which
the water has been (lowing directly
from the riverinto the Salton sea through

an unprotected cut thoughtlessly made
inthe river bank for diverting the wat-

ers for irrigating purposes.

Having been so often importuned for

information regarding the great Imperi-

al Valley of California,Ihave thought

best to supply some such desired infor-

mation by addressing the following to

your paper and by this means nach a

much grratcr number than is possible

by private correspondence.
The hitherto vexed water question be-

ing now settled for all time by again re-
turning the Colorado river to its former

channel carrying the water to the Gulf

of California ha* added renewed interest

to this very interesting subject. The

location ot the Valley may be described
by saying it is sitnated just outride the

Coast P.anjie of mountains in San Diego

county, Calif., and diatant from the city

of San Diego about one hundred and
twenty-five miles due east.

Itlies west of the Colorado river, from

which it derives an unlimited and con-

etant supply of irrigating water [at all

seasons of the year. Inarea the Valley

ia more than 40 miles long by 30 miles
wideand contains about fifteenhundred
square miles of irrigable land which is
in the main quite level, but having an

inclination to the north and west of

from four to ten feet fall to the mile.
The whole Valley has been formed by

the fillingin of the deposit 6l the Colo-

rado river and thus leveling up] in a

measure this large inter-mountain basin.

This deposit has consisted mainly of a

fine siltand very fine sand and reaching

to a known depth of several hundred
feet. The entire Valley is susceptible

of irrigation or inother woMs can be

covered by water and irrigated, yet re-

quiring more or less leveling for this

purpooo.
The elevation ranges from two hun-

dred and eighty-seven feet below Isea
level to about forty feet above. On be-
ing told that the general level is below

the sea, one would very£naturally in-
quire Ifthere was not danger of its be-
ing inundated towhichitmay be replied

that there is an intervening coast range

ofmountains nearly five thousand feet

inheight through whichr. the Colorado
has cut its way! to the Gulf of California
and is now flowing with a moderate
grade from the Valley to the sea.

Ab stated the soil consists of silt and
sand combined in somewhat variable
proportions and the lands are designated

as silt and soft lands dePendin S on the
proportion of sand, the former being
composed alinoat exclusively of fine silt

with almost entire absence ofsand ami

partaking quite a littleof the qualities

of adobe yet never getting so hard and

unyielding when dry nor so gummy or
sticky when wet. Itdoes not irrigate

so easily nor does it hold moisture so
wellas the softer lands. The soft land
is composed ofsiltand sand combined.
The presence of the sand in all cases
makes it more soft and foiable, while
that containing most sand is frequently
so soft that when driven over by ,a ve-
hicle the wheels often sink into the un-
cultivated soil several inches. The soft
land is"usually much preferred "for the
reason it is ao much moreeasily'worked

seldom gets very muddy when wet, is a
warmer soil and is considered far better
for fruits, gardens, cantaloupes and al-
falfa. Aa before stated the whole Val-
ley has been formed by fche sediment de-
posited by the Colorado river and at all
times there is sufficient silt in the water

to make it very dark and muddy, not

unlike that seen in the ditches and gut-
ters after a summer shower. This sedi-
ment is said to represent from two to

five per cent, of the water and
used for irrigation purposes it greatly

enriches the land.

As Seen and Studied By Or. I. A.
lee. Who Sees for It a Bright

and Great fatare

THE IMPERIAL VALLEY

By reason of the large production of
alfalfa and almost constant sunshine
this Valley is destined soon to be a very
large producer of bees and honey prod-
ucts. In the line of veuetable produc-
tions the soil shows great adaption and
productiveness. We have here the rath-
er singular feature of two garden plant-
ing seasons annually, one about the first
of October for winter gardening, includ-
ing almost allvegetables except beans;
the other season for planting comes in
February, when any vegetable may be
planted and produced witha luxurious-
ness of growth that is a constant sur-
prise to a tenderfoot. The limitsof this
paper precludes the full consideration
ofthe production of tlte Valley, yet ex*
permentation has proceeded far enough
to warrant the belief that citrus fruits
may bo as aucceaafully produced here as

InArizona where climatic conditions
are quite similar, hogs have been grown
for thirty years with a singular freedom,
as here, from any serious disease. At
this time the hog production is said to
reach nearly five thousand fatted hogs
shipped to Los Angeles monthly, being

loaded here in the evening and reaching

their destination the next morning.
One other consideration which makes
hog production popular here is the ease
and inexpensiveness wiih which one
may start inin that line and the rapidi-
ty with which they can grow into a very
large and very profitable business—net-
ting many thousand of dollars yearly.
McKimBros, sold last year over ten
thousand dollars worthof hogs produced
on their farm. £

We have here practically produced

for us on a very large scale what may be
observed inmany places illregion* where
cultivated lands liebelow lime deposits
inthe hillsabove them and where the
fertility is inmost striking contrast to
the surrounding soils containing less
lime and other ingredients obtained
from ihe rocks which are being slowly
broken down and thus becoming a com-
ponent part of the soil.

Among the industries of the Valley
dairying is making rapid strides for a

newly settled region. Acreame-y com-
pany formed at this place some time
ago had the promise of the produce of
more than thirteen hundred cows and
other portions of the Valley show a coi-
responding activity in thfe line. It is
estimated that an ordinary dairy cow
willproduce Incream abontsix toseven
dollars per month and that the by prod-

ucts willincrease these figures to about
ten dollars per month, and when it is
estimated tbAt the business can be con-
ducted at less than half the expense
usually incurred for feeding and keeping
dairy cows itcan readily be Jseen what
must be the large profits made by those
now in the business.

Horses apd mules can be produced

here ingreat perfection and -at small
cost, as every day inthe year the/. are
supplied vith an excellent quality of

green feed, thus ensuring a most rapid

growth when young, nor is the growth

ever checked by a periodof cold weather
when animals so situated usually make
small increase by winter growth.

The greatest financial success yet

reached here has been in raising hogs,
which aa in the case of cattle, horses
and mules is done at greatly reduced
expense, as the hog is raised and ma-
tured on a feed of alfalfa and barl.v
neither one of which is ever cut aa the
hog does hiHown harvesting and by this
method he can ba produced at a price

not exceeding one fourth to one thfrd
the cost inother parts of the country
where hogs are produced and considered
quite profitable.

Many farmers could be named here
who now have from fivehundred to one
thousand hogs, a few several times that
number and they are cared for and
looked after by two or three men reduc-
ing the cost of production to notexceed-
ing one and a half to two cents a pound
and the selling price here is six to sev-
en cents.

prehistoric volcanoes along iho river's
course from the upper tributaries of the
Grand river in Colorado all the way
down through Colorado, Utah, Nevada,

New Mexico, Arizona and California,
bringing with ituntold qualities of the
earthy salts and minerals, such as sul-
phur, iron potash, lime and phospheric
acid, storing them in the soil to he
drawn upon for future use followingthis
period of deposition and during the hit-

ter |>eriod ot It there was a time when
this great basin was covered with water
as is positively shown by the presence
of vast quantities of shells deposited on
the surface and inthe soil. Taking up
a hnmlful of soilone can see mi most

places dozens of these small shells and
in many places hundreds of them. The
importune of this vast and almost uni-
iorin deposit of lime in the soil has only
to be mentioned to be highly appreciat-

ed by any intelligent agriculturalist and
readily accounts for the marvelous fer-
tilityof the region.

|What's the Matter |
$ With Idaho? \

Thousands ofacres of land have been reclaimed J
Q to cultivation by irrigation in that Btate during \
>X the past 10 years. Thousands more will be re*

*
A|£ claimed within the next ten years. This means J
f) an opening for many thousands of homes t* i* Have you Investigated Idaho? \
7T$ Ithas been truthfully termed 7

4 A Land of Opportunities $

A Land of Homes \* $
The Oregon Short Line railroad company willbe pleased .i

fjj to send descriptive matter regarding Idaho's resources. f
3fc Write to s 3*' . 3

D. E. HURLEY, G. P. A. or I). 8. SPENCER, A.G. P. A.
'

Salt Lake City, Utah $

*
, ==*

The
r-

Holton Power

Company
is prepared to furnish

Electricty for Light and

Power

Inallthe towns of the Imperial

Valley at the same rates

charged for similar service

in other towns in Cali-

fornia.

Ilotors installed, fixtures sup* !
plied and wiring done at [
reasonable rates. ;

For information, rates, prices, etc., apply to j

C. E. PARIS j
General Superintendent

El Centro, California

xMZ^ JEWELRY CATALOGN0.22 N
\\]

-^\u25a0ijt_£S^jj*fcv 64 pages, beautifully illustrated. Mailed H^iS-U,^f
—̂

J\ freo upon request. Thebuying advantages
—

''ttSs;
w§yr j|J ofour three large stores means a saving /y*"*-»28

[Wf
'
/W tor you on your jewelry purchases. UT

\f J& Write for it today. , >L^)^aor DrocK &Feagans
Perfect Blue Jewelers Perfect !

White Diamond Brotdway and Fourth Street White Dini
No. 198. $70.00 koa anodlos, cal. No.109, %

I

POOL HALL
El Centro Hotel Block
A nice, quiet place to spend

your leisure hour.

Soft Drinks, Lemonade,
Cigars and Tobacco \u25a0

I.B. CASNGR, Prop.


