
HOT WEATHER NO JOKING MATTER.

Unfortunately for Mr. Rockefeller, who wants everybody to
love him, the memories of most men are not so conveniently un-
retentive as his. The public does not forget readily the methods
by which Standard Oilhas accumulated dividends and surplus of
$800,000,000 on an investment of $67,000,000.

That good, pious old gentleman, John D.Rockefeller, has for-
gotten allabout the deal with the Pennsylvania Railroad by which
he not onlyreceived a rebate of 20 cents a barrel on oilshipped by
Standard, but a secret rebate of a like amount on every barrel
shipped by other producers. Tliorailroad robbed all the independ-
ent shippers and handed the plunder over to Mr.Rockefeller, but
the good man swears he doesn't remember anything about it;his
mind was occupied with more important problems. He does not
even remember that the State of Pennsylvania brought suit to oust
one of the Standard OilTrust's principal companies from the State
on the ground that it was in a criminal conspiracy with the rail-
road; he has forgotten that Cassatt, of the railroad, .testified to
the rebate conspiracy. Allhe remembers is that at some time in
the past "there was trouble about freight rates."

Mr.Rockefeller knows nothing of the crimes of cunning com-
mitted inhis name. He had so many wickedpartners that he could
not keep track of all their financial deviltry. His mind was oc-
cupied in devising benevolent and laudable schemes for reducing
the price and improving the quality of oil,and he is unable to un-
derstand why the people are so ungrateful as to say^hard things
about him.

A FORGETFUL PHILANTHROPIST.

POLITICO-ECONOMIC NEW THOUGHT.

policies, but they are not jumping
from the frying pan into the flre.

\u25a0mai gifts at Dunaway'a. 34-1

: ••'I
No genuine effort to ro^e the tariff is expected of the com-

ftmittee.now going through the motions of holding hearings in
Washington. The committee is dominated by "stand-patters" and

;has noftnore intention of disturbing the big graft of protected in-
terest's than had the framers of the tariffplank in the Republican
platform. But the report of that committee willnot necessarily
determine action ofCongress. President Taft willcall a spec-
ial session after March 4, and the new Congress willappoint an-
other committee, not to make a thin pretence of keeping platform
promises for campaign purposes, but to make a genuine investiga-
tion of the subject and gather real information from sources other
than the beneficiaries of perverted protection,

i President-Elect Taft seems to be earnest and honest in his
L desif&to get the tariff so adjusted as to promote the general wel-
gTare instead of the fortunes of a few specially favored combina-
\u25a0dgns and trusts. He has no control over the Payne committee

Hfdhe cannot even make suggestions to it,but he intimates plainly
Hfat he means to have a real investigation made later and to give

Rhe people as well as the "interests" a hearing. Perhaps the new
\u25a0 President may even have sufficient influence to force Joe Cannon
wo get out of the path of progress and catch on at the tail end of
Rke procession, after his usual fashion.
H^.Andrew Carnegie, who ought to know something of the work-

ftlof a system which made him a multi-millionaire, says the

BllJfifc^"'" ' °f steo
'

neo(
* no Protection. "The day has passed,"

|||^|l^^fiM^V\vhcMany foreign country can seriously affect our
Sjier.-;, tariff or no tariff. Not a ton of steel is pro-
|gfe* at as small an outlay for labor as inour country.

iron ores are much cheaper because more easily
Ic^^^^v*jlsported and our output per man is much greater

pSff^llffffSte 1̂0 ku"*^ standardized orders obtainable only

plfel-wfijlff^^lßl^"specialized rolling mills, machinery kept
tepMttiflp^ip^^bapbs without change of rolJn, and Several

FvV'*-"-V"1 1 lisCresting to note t\p\ .4he Jfiuisvilif
t' wjms pqgiS ~"|»k vuyni£ Ktec>lrix])sJn §pop e anAlanding

IQP" "v m \u25a0/ m Blower than th'e^Jrtee asked by w^Stcel
r,*, .! \u25a0 .* ;' I country, >an^"JMB^ y

The cost of electing Taft, a« reported

by the treasurer of the national com-
mittee, was SUJfiii.f)18.27— note the
painful exactness of the twenty-sev;
eh cents

—
and the heaviest contrlbu-

I tor to the fund was brother Charles,
who "blew himself" to the extent of
$110,000 for the sake of the family.

IThe Laird of Skibo and J. P. Morgan
came through with' $20,000 each, and
Nelson Cromwell, financier of Vene-
zuelan revolutions and asphalt, trust
rows with Castro contributed $15,000.
There were, only 12,330 con^L^^s
to the fund. JBb SsBW
It COSt the Oemocnu'jgi VrJ^i"

toiget Jpryan laid away d^B||K|piSS
'nmTmlrd and last tlme.M:';^ -Cr.

than 74,000 persons chippiV fljll
Democratic Jackpot. TheflH ;
not appear in the Democwl
They do not like Roouaviflt"^«-;--

Legal documents, including affida-
ivits made by John D. Rockefeller and
Iother Standard Oil chiefs in the course
;of a job to do up an independent re-
finer, are missing from the safe of the

jcounty clerk at Cleveland, and their
jdfsappearence is said to be "myster-

\u25a0 ious". There is no mystery about
such disappearances. The papers

Iwould be useful to the government and
dangerous to Standard Oilv and of

!course they cannot bo found. Catch
the Standard Oil or any other b!g law-

Ibreaker leaving incriminating <?vi-
idence lyingaround loose.

Six strikers shot down iv pitched
battle at Perth Amboy, N. J., and

I troops patrol town.
-* *

%
Mining men in Nevada successfully

iprotesting Southern Pacific's patents
Ito mineral sections.
\ *;*.'*
I George A.Night of California; urged

Ifor place in Taft cabinet,' probably
Secretary of the navy.

! Radicals of Democratic party «ay
,organization is dead and issue call
!for convention to form new party.

France voices approval of Lord Itob-
j erts'a speech and makes it plain shy

Iwill support England ngalnst Germany

iIf war conies.
'

-tt -X- *
Shah of Persia has sudden change

lof heart in refusal to grant constitu
i tiou and orders proclamation torn

from mosques.
-* •» #

Prince and Princess De Sagan sub-
| jacted to scathing arrangement for lin-

mbrallty and scandalous conduct by

|Count lioni's attorney.

-X -X -X

Southorii Pacific usks permission of
|New York Stock Exchange to list
1 $74,803,000 in common stock and jtro-'

ferred immediately goes up,
-x- * v.-

Federal Commission on Country
;Lite, appointed by President lo study'
rur,il problems, decides unofficially, uf-
U?r Vlocal hearign, that thorn are 1 no

iproblems in Bouthern California] I, J **
ft \

|V{-p° Attell, featherweight champion*

WLjJi defeated at every point in tjgr
la ing game by Fred W.elah at J-«m
Mkeles, November 26. The bout wiu^
H'en rounds, and Welsh bad the beat

ißpvery round.

BOGUS AND GENUINE REVISION.

A recent German court-marshal sen-
;tenced a sergeant to reduction to the

Iranks for systematic cruelty to sol-
,dier. No less than 517 cases of cruel-
j ty in eight months were proved, and
they ranged from flogging with heavy
whips to kicking in the ribs of the

!Kaiser's "food for powder". It was
jshown that the sergeant had been
jpracticing these atrocities for ten

Iyears, and that his system of fero-
icious dlcipline is prevailent in the
jGerman army, more than 10,000 simi-
|lar cases having been revealed in
trials. The amazing thing is that men
having access to weapons submit to

Isuch savagery. That the Kaiser's be-
istial sergeants are alive is evidence
Ithat his soldiers are a lot of squalid

icowards, of whom England TTe"ed stand
!in.no fear..

Back in Missouri, where everyone is supposed to be sceptical
of all things not proved by visible evidence, they have unbounded
faith in the efficacy ofprayer. On Thanksgiving Day the ministers
in twenty-five towns of the mining region put up to the Almighty
a concerted petition for a tariff on zinc ores for protection of the
local industry of zinc mining.

The Missourians are consistent protectionists and put to shame
those representatives of the "interests" who address their prayers
to Payne, Dalzell and Jouncle Canpon for preservation of the sac-
red Dingley schedules.

The American people have been taught that the Dingley Act
is sacrosanct and not to be profaned by the impious hand of the
free-trader or the tariff-forTrevenue-only infidel. They have been
told that they may safely leave the safeguarding of their rights
and their welfare to "those to whom God, inHis infinite wisdom,
has entrusted the property interests of the country," and that it
is littleshort of blasphemy to find fault with the tariff or to in-
quire into the pious mysteries of trust capitalization and dividends.

Only the Missourians have proved themselves faithful child-
ren of the church of Saint Dingley. They accept the revealed gos-
pel of protection, and humbly supplicate Providence to inspire the
Prophets in Congress to place an adequate duty on zinc. Iftheir
prayer is answered, itwillherald "the dawn of a new era" in Am-
erican politics, and instead of log-rolling in Congress we shall see
twenty-five-parson-power prayers put up for appropriations for
new postoffices and for slices out of the river and harbor pork
barrel.

Once upon a time—half a century ago, to be more nearly ex-

act— there: vras a funny man, who was known as John Phoenix.
He was an officer of the army, Derby by name, and he was here
in the Southwest withlittleto do but draw rations and write jokes.
He wrote a joke about the climate of Yuma, and at least sixtymil-
lion Americans have told that story no less than 237 times each.
Some of them, including Chauncey Depew, have told it oftener,

and each time they have pretended that it was new and original.
Itwent this way: "A soldier at Fort Yuma died and went to

—"

Oh, o^uit shooting! Wouldn't finish it for the world. What
we were leading up to is that Yuma doesn't see anything funny

•,irithe story and has entered solemn protest against its further cir-
culation. In deference to the feelings of Yuma, the Espee has un-
dertaken to retire the blanket story officiallyand has issued a gen-

eral order from the trafficdepartment to agents and trainmen for-
bidding all jesting about the climate of the southwestern corner
of Arizona.

"V TraffiSrManager Fee is not mentioned in"Who's Who" as one
'of the]great American humorists and probably he doesn't know

that Hejis;'funnier than John Phoenix, but unconscious humor is

often the most subtle and laugh-provoking, and noiie of the archaic
school of/jesters ever perpetrated anything better than Manager

Fee's general order against unseemly levity at the expense of
Yunia. "He'says to the stale jokers of the Espee: "Our attention

thoughtless and common observation made about the
intense heat of Yuma, which as a matter of fact, isno more marked
and is faivless oppressive than that of many other sections of the.
United States.' :

"Jokirig^remarks of this nature are, however, not only annoy- j

ing to the people trying to develop this land of great possibilities,
but a positive and serious distraction, no matter how good-hum-
oredly or thoughtlessly said.

"Ywrco-operation is earnestly solicited increating for Yuma [
jrand-ttfefsection thereabout the reputation it is entitled to, for be- 1
\u25a0og^a region unexcelled in agricultural and horticultural advan-

of many other attractions, and to do away

unjust reference and ancient climatic jokes, \u25a0

fellhave been forgotten long ago."
about Yuma is barred, the funny men will

have to locate aflLtheir hot-weather yarns inImperial Valley. It,
ishot here from jfce middle of June until the middle of Septem-

'

ber hot enough to Vnake things grow like Jack's beanstalk. Ifit j
'were not hotter than a'revivalist's descriptions of Sheol, Imperial j
Valley would never have been reclaimed and made the most pro- 1

ductive patch of ground hiUncle Sam's farm. The heat is good i

*for healthy people; sweats the physical and moral waste matter |

Jpiiiof 'em. That explains the superior virtue of .the population

vof Imperial County.' Some of them are so awfully good that it
/gives them pangs in the solar plexus to hear that anyone is so de-

tpraved as to drink beer when he is thirsty.
Imperial Valley hasn't been bored to death with stale jokes

about its climate, as Yuma has, and there isn't any Chauncey De-
;pew story of the Imperial farmer who died and went to well,

vlmperial Valley people don't go there when they de, anyway. If
:fiiefunny men can think up any new jests about hot weather, there
J is no general order from the Espee to prevent them from having

sfKiii'with this region.
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years of protection, and extorts "all the traffic will bear"*from
those who deal withit. Inits arrogance, the trust appears to have
overplayed the game in this instance. The trust could undersell
foreign rail makers and make a reasonable profit, but it is not
satisfied withreasonable profits. Ithas all four feet in the trough,
and is one of those "friends of the tariff" by whom revision should
be made, according to Cannon, Dalzell and the rest of the im-
movables.
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NEWS BREVITIES

|OurSHIRTS !
iWinina Walk |
ss

'
sfe

si No matter what use you !•
;S want to put a shirt to, we 'i
J 8 have the right goods. . [•

* % WORK SHIRTS. % .. '

% DRESS SHIRTS. t . V

jj
(

DAY SHIRTS [\
| NIGHT SHIRTS. \\

% 50 CENTS to $5.00 '%.. I \u25a0 I
|MESERVE'S |
|| Clothing House >j
: :

130 Days TillXmas I
I Select your gift today, it I
I may be gone tomorrow. |
| Largest stock of holiday |
1 goods and lowest prices. I
§ Come early. Santa Claus . |
| Headquarters. |
§ Dunaway's Drug Store |

IStoves at Reduced Prices J
Cast cook, weight 1051b, with four, 7-inch lids, width of oven 14 vj*

:|: inches; regular price, 510; discount price, $9. *
% Steel cook, weight 1301b, with four 8-inch lids, width of oven 16 \\*

inches, regular price, $12.50; discount price, $11.25. ;•
•k Steel cook, weight 2351b, with four 8-inch lids, width of oven 17 '.\
if. inches, regular price, $25; discount price $22.50. li,*

Steel Range, with warming closet, weight 2501b, with six, 8-inch ;;
:•: lids, width of oven 1C inches, regular price, $35; discount •£
% price, $31.50. %*

Steel Range, with warming closet, six 8-iaeh lids, width of oven 16 *c* inches, regular price, $25; discount price, $22.50. *
IThis Special Discount of 10 per cent [one week [ONLY at J{

| El Centro Hardware and |
| Implement Company |
* The above list gives a description of a few of our stoves. We

*
£ have just received a car load and we know that we can please you . ';
~1 in style, kind and price. . *
• . 2-

Don't Use a Shovel "Get
a Good Shot Gun,

WE HAVE ALL KINDS. EVERYTHING FOR DUCK AND QUAIL
SHOOTERo. MAILORDERS RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION.

WRITE FOR ONE OF OUR NEW GENERAL CATALOGUES.

TUFTS-LYON ARMS COHPANY
132-134 SOUTH SPRING BT. • LOS ANGELEB

The Fashion Millinery
Conic and Bee our inodea; patterns huta; Hpeclal orders taken. Taffeta

and hue waists, collars, shirt waist ties, underwear Jn all styles. See

our goodu and u.ik tim prices.

\ H. Woods «.W?ft Chicago
'

Soit) AQent lor tit« tamou* Mermaid brtwd o> Caniaiop«s from ComlujlU,
9 Caiitornid »nw tne uniuuk ,tl Cermo Cantaiopet, at El Centro Calfltrou. .'

Best Possible Price Obtained fiflKl }
GENERAL PRODUCE COM- J

Jk IHJSSIION MEUCIfANT > ". J
Jlvfotaioes, MJi»atoes«-AII Kinds of Domestic Fruits in Car J,


