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Our Public Utilities

Columbus is growing Wc

dont need to be told this; wc

.an all sec it. But it is more;
strongly impressed upon us by

the occasional old resident who,
lias moved away and had oc-- '
casion to return, and he can
hardly refrain from comment-
ing on the town's growth dur-

ing his absence. Only this'
week we had it vividly brought
to our attention by one who

had been away for a couple of

years, and he could not keep
from remarking upon the ad-

vance the town had made.
Yes, wc are growing, and wc

arc going to continue to grow.

The making of a new country
is not all case; much hardship
and many dissappointmcnts
.ire had, but with it all wc will

grow and develop and advance
just like all other new countries
have. And knowing this, wcl
would just as well prepare for'
it and keep apace with this
development w.'th our public
utilities. Wc have a telephone
system and a water works sys

tern, but with our growth these
will necessarily grow and ex-

pand, while in addition we arc
getting to a population that
should invite an electric light
ing system for the town, and
ere long we will have to look to
.i sewer system for the town.
Some of these may be a little1
in the future, but wc should be

considering them. If the town
takes the quick growth that
some anticipate, it is none too,
earl v to be figucring upon all of

these: indeed, wc may wish wc,
had given thim attention1
sooner.

While all of these may need

attention soon, it occurs to us;
of immediate importance and
without any more delay than
possible, a more complete
water service should be in-- '
stalled. We have no criticism1
of the old well and syitcm; it
has served us long and well,

and wc arc merely fast outgrow-

ing its capacity. So fast arc,
we exceeding its capacity that
if a way can be found, a new

and more complete system
should supplant the present
one. A good start has been

made in the drilling an. I com
plcting last spring of a well for
the village, which by test has
proven to be one of great
capacity, and most wholesome
water. The thing needed is1

to have a water system estab-

lished to make use of this well.

The village authorities have
wrestled with this question now
for nearly a year, and it is the
unanimous view of the Board
a system should be installed,
and they have canvassed nearly
every avenue to find a way, but
as yet have not been able to
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reach the matter. However,
this docs not mean it is re-

ceiving any less attention; it

probably is receiving the more
attention, because of the pecul-

iar laws of New Mexico cover-

ing water works projects, but
even in the face of this we

believe they will evolve some
plan whereby wc may have a

complete new water system,
adequate to meet the present,
and to some extent the future
needs of the town.

If the Village Board sees fit

to submit a plan or go ahead
with a plan looking to the
accomplishment of the above,
let us all give them the support
they merit, that our town may
not lack in this most import-

ant public utility.
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Th Cryptic Coin,
Kitty Gray, crack reporter on the

Kvcnlng Star pulled oni of her type-
writer the lust sheet u( papct anil piled
It on thu little heap ol llutshcd copy
which la) at her right Then alio
cloned Iiit ileiik. Rteppci to Ihi' ward-

robe and took her (ont nml hat
Taking her little collection of copy

papci from tho ili,jU. llh thu
of long tenure in olllce alio ualkcd

to the (teak or the city editor, who, al-

though hliiiielf a married man, hud all
thin time without Hiiccctis tried to
look at the work before, him and not
at the trim IIruto of Kitty (Sniy niak-Iu-

ready for her luncheon Journey.
"When will you deign to return 7"

aaked he with a cer'aln lnpso In Jour-

nalistic dignity.
"When I have a better story than

this guff hi the tentacular."
Kitty's latorlle lunching placo was

In olio of the great department stores,
where v cmen wi re ntado welcomo and
comfortable, and rho bant thither her
steps. Iml ni. in her Journey she
paused, as olt 'ii she did. to gate Into
tho window of the little antique shop
which occupied ppace In one of tho
unimportant tide s, reels.

Kitty (lray"s eyes were arrested by
something thai he tuw an object
which flu1 d u n t recall c.er hjforo
to hate noted tu thu window. It lay
close to tho glass, Just tilled back so
that It might be the butter seen. It
apparently nt an olo coin or part
of one. curiously done In some dark
tno'al. prbi til t silver badly oxidized

As Kitty bent down to examine It

more closely die saw that the coin
bore an inscription, or what appeared
to be such mi inscription broken
across by thu fracture which had dl
vlded the coin Usui!

Her curiosity excited, Kitty Gray
stepped Into tho llttlu shop, whose
proprietor she kuuw very well.

"(lood morning. Mr. Mainz," she said
with the customary newspaper

of the order of the day, "how's
burlncss? Any new tans, Idols,
coins 7"

"t ( Itib7 Vol? Suro. I got somct'ltig
now dot U olt I (boost t'lnk of him.
He iss only u part of hluiscltuf. Should
I show him to joii7"

"Oh, maybe I saw It In the window,"
said Kitty, shilling. "You mean tho
broken coin?"

"Suro. Vail tm l got him."
She took up the coin now from thn

case, and souto strange sort of thrill
came over her as sho did so, she
could not tell why. What was Its mes-
sage, halting, broken, Incomplete?
Did It hold a story? What was the
story?

"It's odd. Isn't it?" said she, and
laid It down again carelessly with a
carolessness well feigned, for Kitty
Oray had bought antiques before now,

md knew well enough when to sup-- I

press interest.
"Odt? I should say It vas odt." re-- ,

lolned the old dealer. Kitty had picked
up an inlaid mother of pearl fan und
was studlotuly examining that now.

"How much?" asked she. holding tip
the fan.

'Tor the broken coin?"
"No, the fan."
"1 vant twelf tollar for hint."
"Kor the coin?"
"No, for the fan. For tho coin rat

you glf me?"
"Why, what earthly use would I

havo for a broken piece of metal like
that. Mr. Malnx?"

"(If me tor tho fan eleven dollar,
und I make you a present of the
broken coin anyway."

Kitty Gray's heart gave a sudden lit-- ,

tie Jump. Sho would havo given twlco
tlevtn dollars for the coin Itself, but
ihe made a good pretense,

"Klevcn dollars Is a good deal of
money," said she. "I would have to

to without lunch for quite a white."
"You arc a goot sport, Miss Cray,"

laid the old dealer. "1 dank you very
mooch. should wrap them up?"

"The Let mo sco tho coin
igaln." She pushed across the counter
ilmost the last of the tightly folded
bills In her purse,

"Head the Inscription for me, and I

knock off two tollars from the fan!"
laid Mainz. "Vol Is It? It Is not ,

It is not it Is not
Bngllsh. am all those. Hut I could
not 'cod hint "

Kitty held before Iter tho curious
object, a slight frown puckering her
brows.

'Will, you "," said she, "It Is
broken right across on Ihe right hand
ilde almost a third of the writing Is
cone. It snys something about look-

ing for something under the floor, r

the pavement or some placo of

lortuni or torment."
Tnd tot next?"
" Thesaur' that word's broken

sxross. but It must mean 'thesaurus'
that means a collection' u 'colics-- !

tlon of value,' don't you know?
"The next Hue Is one word; It's all

there 'Itegls,' " she went on. "That's
plain. 'Ilex' 'regis' It means 'king's'
or 'of the Un 'The king's treasures'

what?
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'I'm down to the last words now I'
Is curious- - n proper name.. It Is only
the I .ii it name of the klugdi.ni of
(lr tJliofTi'ii ! 1 hat's a little bankrupt
kingdom ovrr In southern Kurope near
the Mediterranean. I know about It
I dl4 a story about It cuce. the time
lite kingdom wits trying to limit a loan
In this country. I had to rend up n

whole lot."
'I bet you could did it. Miss Cray,"
id Mulnr.. adintilngly "Vull. goot

by Como ugalu und till me vol you
I. i.il out, like n gcot girl."

Sure." said Kitty, tind turned In
leave, her coin climbed tightly In her
hind So Intent wuh she mi her pur
(huse that shu did not notlic she had
ilrnrpid the pockngu coulaliiliu the'

fan Vaguely missing
Minieihlng ns rho emerged .Into the
open air. she turned back, und almost
n.n Ii to n man who had passril her

s the cntno out. lie wus n
ludliiduitl, dark of huir and

yes i.ud ikii itiimgly built . a ligure
rrh r.a ri-- wou'd note. Ho bowed

now courteously eimujli ns he h. - I

r the rrckr ,j bc lud lit (all. Kitty
t) . iikid him mid hurried on In r wt,.r

This stranger entered the shop nml
spoke In runic foreign tongue to the
old dealer, who shook his head.

"No," raid he. answering in KuglHh.
"I choost sold It to dot toun; lady
who vent out.

"Who Is the? I know her very well.
Flc U rn dir pnpir.i. Hotter l ink out
oi 'ic iut you , i ilcr paper Mire. Miss
Kim ( r: y vm nil oldt fruit of mine.
She rend like u book vot vch on the
coin Vy dldu't you telephoi o inayhe
she fell It hick to you I do'i'l know.
She wouldn't sold It hack lo me I

know dot. Vut! you arc going?"

CHAPTER II.

The Big Assignment
Kitty !rny did not go to her usual

place for tunchiou that day. Instead
she hurried Into a nearby delicatessen
shop and bought a sandwich, which
she put In her honilbas. Afier this
sho hurried on back to thu nlllcn. Ar-

rived there, without ceremony she
went again to the desk of the city edi-

tor, and silently laid down befrru him
In r unity rurtc. lit r antique f.ui. her
sandw leh nml hrr broken coin.

Culler looked up with professional
calm.

"Yes. Miss Gray? Why all this or-

derly nrrny of frrsh and Interesting
objects?"

"That Is my story." Bald she.
'What trakes you think bo? Are

yon seeing things. Miss Gray?"
"Look hero."
Kitty picked up the coin mid showed

It to him.
"See. It la broken qtllto across more

than a third of It gono. The Inscrip-
tion Is t.ntln. It Is not so much what
Is on the coin It Is what Is off of It.
Perhaps It commemorates something."

'Commemorates what, Miss Gray?"
"Precisely what? That's the story!"
"lly Jove!" Cutler was studying nt

the inscription. "'Sub' means 'under'
what does It say? under the bam-

boo tree?' "

"No. 'under the sidewalk' or the
'flagstone,' or 'floor.'"

" Tnderncath the flagstone' or
pavement' or 'floor' 'In tho angln' or
'corner' whatever that may bo
'chamber of torture' 'room of tor-

ments' whatever It Is will bo
found treasures' 'of the king' 'of

" 'Of Grotzhnffen!'" concluded Kit-

ty Gray "You hove not forgotten all
your I ntl. have you, Mr. Cutler?
There Is a story for you tf we can
only dig It out. There'd bo an assign-
ment, wouldn't there? I'd rather do
that than roclety In the summer-
time."

Hilly Cutler, news man,
grown thin and grim and gray In the
business, sat for Just one moment in
thought "Wall a minute, please,"
said he at length, and roso to leave
thn room.

Kitty did wait anxiously enough, for
what reason shn could not tell She
sat at her own drak, the mysterious
broken coin tight clutched In her
hand. It seemed an hour before she
saw the slender lorm of the city edi-

tor returning from the door which led
to the (ifltco of the manager and pub-

lisher of the Evening Star He looked
at her thoughtfully as he approached.

Ifo held out n check.
Three thousand dollars'" Kilty

Gray's oyes grew larger.
"Kxpense money Three months'

vacation, full powers as missionary
plenipotentiary of the livening Star
in Gretzhof?eu. ambassadress to any
old place you happen to think of,
Miss Gray 1 never knew the old man
to go off his head before, but he has
this I lino."

Tugging at her heait the swift feel-

ing (hat she was leatlng her usual
jniidtist and safe line of life to ad-

venture upon something perhara fate-

ful perhaps Indeed falulKllty Gray,
, turned from the door of

lhi Ktenlng Star and walked slowly
toward the corner where customarily

ho lo..l( her eur fur hnuie
Sh. rntir I her apartment cast ono

Everybody Welcome

Our fall goods arc arriving. New
woolen and cotton gingham, crapes.

SHOES and BLANKETS

Comforts, and everything to wear
to make you comfortable for the

winter.

Visit us before you purchase

MOORE & MOORE:

YOU CANT

Yi.ii can't accumulate money without sell deni-

al. Arc you looking forward to the day when
y cm will have all you now wane aid deluding
yourself with the idea that you will then begin to
accumulate money? That day will never dawn
for you. Each day will bring a new t und if

you continue to indulge in them your life will end
in want. Indulgence today means for you future
want, while self dcni.il today means future indulg-

ent-. Start a self denial Account today. Watch
over it now and in the years to come, it will

watch over you.

THE COLUMBUS STATE 6ANK. COLUMBUS, NEW MEX.
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lifE
Depends upon what you eat. Why

not use

SANITARY GROCERIES
Cost no more save doctor bills. Wc deliver the

goods. Phone your orders to

J AS. T. DEAN CO.

GARAGE
We hava opened a Garage in the build-

ing formerly occupied by Small Bros.

Ford Agency andSerOice Station

Gasoline, Lubricating Oils
and Automobile Supplies.

Let us serOe you

ARTHUR J. EVANS, Prop.


