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asquiring a L, who
has bean paring saitentlon to Chacla Ara-
ﬁnh Mhmumg
hesn off the clalm. Rebuis are re-
m-l-mm. A rich vein of
I struck asd work on the mine ls
mﬂmmdﬂcmhm‘m
s arvestod by Mamusl dal , CRD~
tain ot rurios and sulisr of Gracia’s
s s on to wiay sway
Trom Grscld. Pl js forced to enliet In
the rurales, He asks Hod to take ocare
of Gracia. The nre Aafes in &
flieren battle near Fortuna.  Phil deserts
#nd returns to the United ftates, Bud
furse Magioan and takes steps to mecurs
titde to the mine In his own name.

CHAFPTER XiX-—Continued.

He looked the adobe bouss over
thoughtiuily, WHatamed long (o the
nawas of the border and of the rurales’

know whore ha slept--somewhare up
on the billside—Iin cuves or clefts In
the rocks—and not even the most
pressing Invitation could make him
share the houss for a night. To Amiga,
aa Lo an animal, & house was & Lrap;
and he Imew that the tlnes were
troacherous.

8o Indeed they weord, an Hooker waa
1o learn to his sorrow, and but for the
Yagui and his murdercus knife ha
might saaily have loarned it too late.

It was evenlng, after a raloless day,
and Bud was cooking by the opet fire,
when wuddeuly Amigo wanlhed and
four mwen rode lo from above, Thay
wore armed with rifles, as bafitted the
times, butl gave no signs of ruftlanly
bravado, and after a fow words Bud in-
vitod them ta get down and eal

“Muchaa graclas, senor,” sald the
leader, dismounting and layiog his rifle
agalnst a log, "we are aot hungry.”

“Then have some coffes.” lnvited
Hooker, who made (Lt a point 1o fesd
every one who stopped, regardless of |
thelr merit; and once more the Mexl- |
can declined. At thia Bud looked at
him sharply, for his refusal did not
aagur well, and It struck him the
man's faos was familiar. He waa tall |
for a Mexioan and heavily built, bnll_
with & rather sinlater cast of nmmwi
nance. '
o "Whirs have | asen you batore?" |
asked Bod, after trying ln valn to|
place him. "Ia Fortuna?

“No, senor,” answared the Mexlosn |
politaly. “1 have never been in thet |
Wty. 1s W far?

“Ten miles by the trall,” responded
Hooker, by no meann reassured, and
under protest of inviting them to eat,
he took & look at the other men. It
thay had not stopped o eat, what
then was thelr errand whils the sun
was sinking so low? And why this
wsallen refusal of the coffes which evary
Mexican drinks?

Pud stopped Inlo the house, a8 If on
some arrand, apd watched them un-
sssn from the interior. Seeing them
eschange glances then, he leaned his
rifle just inside the doot and want
about his cooking.

It was one of the chances he ook,

lving out in the brush, but he hed
come Lo know this low-browed type of
semi-bandit all too well and had small
vespect for thelr courage In cuse of
trouble Amigo was oclose by in the
rocks somewhere, probably with his
gun in his hand—but with a litle pa- |
tience and circumspesction the unwel |
come viaitors would dmbtiess muv.J
on.
B0 be Lhought, bu" ‘satend they lin- |
aered, and whes wngPes was cooked he |
decided (o go Lo s show-down—and If |
they aguin reftaed to ent be would |
wand tbem ok Lhlt way

“Ven afnigon.” he sald spreading |
oul e My plates fer them "Come and
-at!” .

TR three low-brows glared at thelr
mader. who bad done what little talk
Ing thare woas so (ar, and, seized wilh
& swidden anlmstion, he nnmwlnulr’
rode to his foat

“Many thanks, senor,” he sald wllhi
A orfuging and apeciony pollteness.
"We have come far and the trall is
loog, #0 we will sat. The Umes are |
Bhard for poor rwen pow—Lhis traltor,
Madera, bas mads e all hongry, 1t s
by him that we poor wsurking mon are
driven o lnsurrection—bul we know
that the Amarieans are our rlends
Yea, senor, 1 will tuko some of yuur'l
boaun, and thank you "

Hae 0lled a plate as he spoke and |
Tiftedd ¢ bisenit from the oven, can-
tnuing with his falio patter while the
othars fell to in silence.

"Parbaps you have heard, senor,” he
wment o, "iEs sayiog which s o the
fand: Mucho trabajs, pave dinero;
mp hay frijoles, viva Madero! |[Much

work, Hitle mopay; n¢ begus, loug
R Malers!)

Pk 4 by

“That, In truth, & noe jest W the
Mexican peopla.  This muen has be-
Umyed us all; ho has nilned (he coun-
try and met brother agalust brother,
And pow, while we starve becancy the
mines are shut down, he gathers hls
family about him In the eity and lves
fat on the money he has stolen.”

He man on I thin siyls, after the
fashion of the revoltowown, and by the
vory-commonplaes of his fulminations
Bud was thrown completaly off his
guard. That was the way they all
talked, theso worthless bandit-beggore
~that and telling how they loved the
Amnricanos—and then, If they got
chanes, they would stick s knifs in
your back.

He listened to the big man with &
polite wleration, belng carsful not to
turn his back, and ats a few bites as
ha waited, but though It waa coming
dunk the Mexlomns wore in no hurry
to depart, Porhaps they hoped 1o gtop
for the night aud get him in his sleep.
full they lingered on, the lender sit-
ting on a log wnd continuing his
harangue.

Then, In the middle of & sentence,
and while Dud was bending over the
fire, the Mexionn stopped short and
leansd to one wide. A tense silence
fell, and Hooker was waked from his
trancoe by the warning click of a gun-
lock. BSuddenly his mind ecameo back
o hin guests, and be ducked lke &
finsh, but even aa he went down he
heard the haramer clack!

The gun had snapped!

instantly Hooker's hand leaped to
his pistol and he fired from tha hip
polulblank at the wouldby murdersr.
With & yell to the othars, one of the
Mexivans sprang on him from beéhind
and trled to bear him down, They
struggled for a moment while Buod
shot blindly with his pistol and went
down fighting.

Hud was a glant compared to ths
stunted Mesleans, and he threw them
about lke doge (hat haog on to a bear.
With a man In each band he roas to
his feet, crunhing them down beneath
him; then, In despalr of ahaking off
lils rider, he staggered s fow stops
and huried himself over backward into
the fire. !

A yell of agony followed thelr fall
and, aa the live conls bit through the
Mexican's thin shirt, he fought like a
cat to get froe. Rocks, pots and ket-
tlen were kicked in every directiom,
and when Hooker loaped to his feet
the Mexican sorambled up and rushed
madly for the ereek.

But, though Bud was free, the bat
Ua had turned agalost him, for In the
hrief Interval of his fight the other
two Mexicans had run for thelr gune.
The tnatant he rose thay coversd him.
Their ehlef, who by some miracle had
ascapod Bud's ahol, gave a shout for

?

Threw Them About Like Dogs That
Hang Onto a Bear.

them to ball, Cheated of his victim at

the first he was elalming the right to

kil
Aa Lha

Hooker siood blinded by

| wnoke and ashea the fellow took de

liborate alm ~ and once more his rifle
apapped. Then. ns the other Mexi-
cans slood mEape, swprised at Lhe
faflure of s sbhol, the cannonlike
whang of a Mauser reat the alr apd
tho leader ernmpled down in n heap

An justant later o shrill yell rose | deo clurity of vislon, Bod saw through

from up the' eanyon sod, s the two

Masicans atarted and stared, Amigo | the manter,

game danliing o upon them, s spltting

| pletol i ooe hand apnd bis terrible

*wond-chupping”  kolfe brandiabied
high in the othew,

In the dusk his eyes and 1eeth
gleamod white, hie black halr sesmed
to brimtle with fury, and the glint of
bis fong ¥uife made a light as bhe
vaultad ovay (he lawl rook and weant
plungiug on thely tenck. For, sl the
first glance at this hugo, pursulog fAg-
ure, the two Moxleans haid torned and
Loled Hka mbhits, and vow, as the
Yaqul whirled in after tham, Dud could

hoar \bam sguesling end scrambliog
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It wos that which
bad saved the Mexicsn chlef from 16
stant death, mnd the jar of the shot
had doubtless broken the rifle and
saved Dud In tors, Prom the $eeond
ahot.

All this was In the Yaqul's ayo as he
carofully lested the setion] but, when
he threw down the laver, a cartridigs
rome up from the magazine and glided
smoothly into the brasch. WIith'a rifle
full of cartridges the Ignorant Mexioay
had hedn snapping on ah émpty cham-
ber, not knowing snowgh to jadk up a
abaell!

For a moment Amigo stared st.the
gufi and the man, and ble moath drew
down with contempt.

"Ha!l Poendejo!” he grunited;, and
Rkicked the corpse with his foot.

But Iif the Mexican had boon & fool,
he had paid the price, for the second
time he sbapped his gun Amigo had
shot him theough snd through,

CHAPTER XX,

In & country where witnesses (o &
crime are Imprisoned along Wwith the
principals and kept more or less in-
definitely in jall, n man thinks twice
before bis reports to the police.

With four dend Mexieans o the
Yeaqui's sotount, and Del Rey in
charge of the district, Hooker followed
his mecond thought—ha anld nothing,
and took his chances on being srrost-
ed for murder. Untll far into the night
Amigo busied himself along the hlll-
slde, and when (be nun rose not a sign
remalined to tell the utory of the fight

Men, hornes, saddles and guns—all
had disappeared. And, after packing n
little food In & ‘eack, Amigo disap-

peared also, with & grim smile {8 prom-
lae of return. |

The wun rose round and bot, the
same as usunl; the south wind came |
op and blow into & bellylng mnes of |
clouds, which lanhed buock with tha ne- |
customed rain; and whan all the earth |
was washed clean and freab the iast
trace of the straggle wan gons, Only
by the burns on his hands was Hooker
awnrs of the fight nnd of the treachery
which had rearsd Its head agalnat him
ks » snake which has been warmed
and fed,

Nowhere bul in Mexloo, where the
low peludo classes have mads such
tdeedn a wubilety, could the man be
found (o dissimulate like that false
popannin-inchlef. To pause suddenly
in a protracted sposch, swing over and
plek up & gun, and halt his vietim for
the shoollng by the preparaiory click
of the lock—that Indend called for a
brand of cunning rarely found in the
United States.

There was ofie thing about the affair
that vaguely haunted Hooker—why
waa it that & man s0 cunnlug pa that
bad failed to load his gun? Twies, md}
with everythiug in his tevor, be had
ralsed his rifie to fire; and both times |
it had spapped o bis hands. Certalnly |
he must have been inepl al arme—or
mocustomed to singlesbhot guns

Tha reputed magic of the wwill-fir-
ing rifles evidenily had beeu his undo-
Ing, bt where had he got hin pew
gun? And who was bie, suayway? With
those two bafing questions Bud wres
tied px he sal beside his door, and at
evening hls answer came,

The sun was swinging low snd he
was collecting wood down the gulch
for a fGre when with a sudden thud of
hoofs, & horseman rounded the polat
and came abruptly to a balt. [t was
Aragon, mnd he was spring on the
camp.

For a full mintita bhe scanned the
Nouse, tent and mine with a look &0
soaky and sinister that Bud could rlll'
his heart (ke & book. Here was (he
man who bhad sent the sssassins, and
bhe bad come to view thelr work!

Vary wslowly Hud's baud  crept

toward his sixshooter but, slight as
was the motion. Aragon caught it and
| mat frogen in his place. Then, with an
Ingrticulate ery, he Tell fat on his
|horu‘n neck and wenl spurring ont'
of wight

The answer to Bud'y guastions wam
yory easy pow. The Moxiean who had
led the attempt on hia Hfe was ons
of Aragon’s bad men, one of the four
| gunmen  whom Hdoker had looked
| ovar so carefully whon (hey came to
drive him from tha mine and Arsgon
| had fitied him out with new arms to
| iake (he resull more sure, Hut sith
| that question saaswared there chme up
||nnmur mod snother untli, In & sud

the bellish plot and behald himsglt

As an to man, Aragon would got
doare to fave him now, for he kiew
that he muerited desth. By hin aly
appronch, by the look In his eyes and
the dismay of hls treoxied retrest,
he hnd acknowledged more wsurely
than by woards his gullty knowledge
of the rald. Coming to & camp where
he sxpocted to find all dead and etill;
e had found himsel! fade to [aee
with the very man he had sought to
Will. How, then, had the American
escapod destruction, apd what had
oecurred 1o his menY

Pertags, In bls lgnomoce Amgon
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The Artillery Drove Them Back.

mine was safe pow-—and ho woa sale.
Aragon dared not ralse & hand. So he
sal himself down on the brvsd veranda
and lstened with boyigh Inturest to
Don Juun's scoouut of the war,

“What, hava you not heard of the
battie 1" cried portly Don Juan, delight-
ed to have a fresh listener. “Agun
Nogra has been taken and retaken,
and the reilroad will soon bo repalred,
My gracioun! have you been out In
the hills that long? Why, It was twn
weeks ago that the rebels eaptured
the town by m coup, and eight days
later the federals took It back,

“Ab, there has been a resl war, Mr.
Bud! You who have laughed at the
cournge of the Mexicans, what do you
think of Bernardo Bravo and his men?
They captured the last up train from
Fortuna; loaded all the mon Into the
Ore ecars and enpty coaches; and,
while the federals were stiil in thelr
barracks, the traln ran clear lnto the
station and took the town by storm,

“And elght days later, at sundown,
the federals took it back. Ah, thore
waa awiul slasughter averted, senor!
But for the fact that the fuse went
out two hundred Yagu! Indisos who
led the charge would have bean blown
lnto otarnity

"“Yes, no great wam the oharge of
dynamite that the rebels had laid in
their mine that pot m bduse In Agua
Negra would have been left stunding
it the fuse had done {ta work. 'Two
tons of dynamite! Think of that, my
friend!

“But these rebels wers as lgnorant
of its power as they were of laying
A train. The Yuquis walked Into the
town at sundown and found it de-
portod —4very man, woman and child
had fied to Gadsden and the rebels had
fled Lo the west,

“But listen, bers wan the way it
happenad —actually, and not na com-
mon report has I, for the country Is
all In an uproar and the real facts
ware never known. When Bernardo
Bravo captured the town of Agua Ne-
gra the peopls accluimed his & hero.

“He sent word to the junta at Ei
Paso and sel up & new form of gov-
ernmept.  All was enthusinsm, and
soveral Ameriouns joined his ranks
to operale the muchine guns and cas-
non.  Aax for the fedorals, Lhey oocu-
pled the country to the ocast &nd al-
tempted & fow sallies, but as they
had nothing but their rifles, tho artil
lery drove them back,

“fhen, an tha battle cessed, the
rebels began to coslebrute their vie-
tary, They broke into the olosed can-
tinas, disobeying thelr afflcers and be
glaning the loot of the town, aod
while half of thalr numbar were drunk
the federnls, belng Informoed of their
coadition., suddenly advanced upon
them, with the Yaguia far in the lend.

“They did wot sboot, those Yaguis;
but, drugging thelr gunas behind them,
they arept up through the bushes and
dug pits guite close Lo the lines. Then,
when Lhe rebdls disvoversd them and
manned thelr guns, the Yaquis shgt
down Lhe guuners

“Growing bolder, they erepl fariber
to the front-~the rebels bocame disor
gnstlsad, thelr moy bécaune my L ows—
And ar lawt, when they saw they would
surely be taken, the jouders buried
LR loas of dynamite ia the trenches
by e bullring and set & Umefuse,
1o sxplode wheo the Yagquin arrived.

“The word spread throygh the town
Hhe wildfire—all the geople, all the
soldipru fled. every which way to es
eape—apd than, when the worst was
expovtied o 'happen, the dynnmite
fulled to explode nod the Yaguls
rualivd tha trenghos at sundown."”

“Iid those Yaquls know about the
dynumite? fnuired: fBud,

“Kuow " repealed Don Juan, waving
the thought away, “pot & word! Thalr
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“A bundred Mexionns!™ be repented,
and Gracls murmared “Oh'™ and was

:

“Miss Aragon s very loyal to ber
country,” obeerved Don Jusn. but
Hooke: only gronted.

Somehow, slnce those four Waaieans
had come to his camp, he bad soured
on evarything south of the lae; and
even the charming Gracia could not
make him take back his words. If she
bad Intended the remark as o chal
lange—a subtle invitation to follow
hor and defend his falth—ahe failed
for onea of her purposs, for f thare
Was any particular man o Moexico that
Bufl hated more than another it waa
her false-heartad father.

Hooker had, in fact, thought more
serfously of making har o half-orplen
than of winnlsg her good-will, and ha
lingered about the botel, not to malke
love to the daughter, but o strike ter
ror to Aragon,

The company being good, and &
traln being expected soon, Bud stayed
over another day. In the mominsg,
when he eame down for breakfast, he
found that Aragon hiad fled before him.
With bis wite, daughter and retinue,
he had moved suddenly back to his
home, Hooker grinned when Dot Juan
told him tha newa,

“Well, why not? he asked, chuck.
ling maliclously, “Hers it's the mid-
dio of the ruiny sesson and the war
going on all summer and nary a rebel
In sight Where's that big fight you
was talling about—the battle of For
tuna? You've made a rogular fortuns
out of these refugees, Hrachamonts,
but I fall to seo the snemy.”

"Al, you may laugh,” shrugged the
botel-keeper, “but walt! The time will
come. Tha rebels are lost now—some
day, whea you least expect It, they
will come upon us and then, belleve
me, my guosta will be glad they are
bere. What is a fow wesks' bill com-
pared to belng held for rensom? Look
at that rich Sénor Luns, who was Here
tor a time in the gpring. Against my
ndvics be hurried home and now he
is paying the prics. Ten thousand
pesos It cost to save his wite and
family, and for himself and son his
friends mdvanced ten thousand more
1 make no evil prophecles, but I
would be better for our friend if he
itayed on at my poor botel”

“Whose [riend?" inguired Bod
blufy, but Don Jusa struck him upad
the back with elepbanstine playfulness
and hurried off w his duties

As for Hooker, he tarried In lLown
until he got bis mail and & copy of
the Sunday paper and then, well sat
isflod Lhat the tmes wers guiet and
wars & thing of the past, he ambled
back to the Eagle Tall and settled
down for o resi

Filat oo his back by the doorwhy
he lay on his bed und smoked, rending
his way through the lurid suppismant
and walching the trall with one sye
Since the fNgbht with Aragon's Max)
cang all his apprehsssions bad left
him. He had written brisfly to Phil
and Kruger, and now he wae holding
the fort

It had been & closs shavs, but he
had sscaped lhe cowardly aseassins
abd Had Arsgon lo his powsr. Not by
any foree of law, but by the force of
tear and the gnawing weakness of Ars
gon's own evil consclence.

Aragon was afrald of what he had
dane, bOt Il was the suspenss which
rendered him so pitiable. On a day
be lhad sent four armed Meaxioans
to kil this Tezan—anol one bad re
turned and tha Texzan rogarded him
mnearingly. Thia It was that broke
the Spuniard’s will, for he knew not
what to think, But as for Bud, be iay
on his back by the doorway and
laughad at the funny page.

Ap he pprawlad thore at his reading,
Amigo came In from the hills, and he,
too, was content to relax. Gravely
scanning the colored sbeot, bis dark
faes ghtod up

It wis all very poaceful and pleas
nat, but (v wan not destined (o last

(TH BE CONTINURD,)

Rpal oo
Wigg—"Yousg Blones thinks he ia
a born leador” Wagx—"Obh. many »
tollow who thinks be wad bomn (o
command marries & woman who wea
m te countermand.”—Phlladelphin
.

I.E All Man's Pm.“

1t s prodigious the g

that mmay thmm
will make s businass of 1t -~Benjnuin
Franklly,
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A DRATEFUL AQKNOWI.I_MUIIMT.

Mr. ¥ C, Cawe 'of Welcoma Lake,
Pu, writes! *1 sulfered with Bhoke
aehe dnd Kidpey Trouble, Mr hesd
webied, my sloep wad Broken snd 'une
refreshing 1 feit
heavy and sleepy
after meals, was
Always  nervous
aod tired, bad &
vitter taste in my
mouth, was Jdlesy,
had fonting
ppecks befors my
eyes, was alwass
thitaty, hal  =a
dragging sensation aeross my lojos,
dificulty in oollecting my thoughin
und  wos  troubled with  abort-
namn of breath. Dodde Kidney Pills
have oured me of these oCmyiniuts,
Dodds Hidnay Pills have dons thelr
work ahd dome It weil. Yeu are at
liberty to publish this letter for the
benefit of any suffurer who doubts the
merit of Dodds Kidoey Pilla.”

Dodds Kidney Pllls, B0c. per box at
your dealer ar Dedds Medicine Co.,
Buffalo, N, ¥, Write for Housshold
Hints, Dainty Recipes; also muosic of
National Anthem. All 3 sent free,
Ady,

Mr. F. €. Case

Take the Blood Out and Wash it
Dre. V. A. Urevitch and N. K
Rosonberg have discoversd a way to
tako tha blood out of the body, wasb
it and put (t back agnin, In the
Roussky Vraltch the describe thelr sz-
perimenta upon animals; ‘The ldea.
of course, Is to rid th blood of pol-
sonole substances, They found they
cotld remove half the blood, prevent
fta congulntion by adding wodium eit-
rate, wneh [t with salt solution and
return the purifisd red corpusciea Into
the clreulation. It was nol necessary
to return the white corpuseles.

The New York Medical Journal re-
marks that this, taken together with
the transplantation of organs and the
growth of tissues outelde the body,
forms an entirely new chapter in
oxperimental medioins, Who can tell
what the fulure has lu atore tor o P

The Hydraulle Ram.

Bhe was n Dolaware country giri.
She lived uear Gostorn and waa in
Muncle with her encort, watehing a
piece of enginesring work that was
beéing donae about & new bridge. Kvery
once In & whila there came & pecullar
grinding nolse whose ovigin she could
not looate.

“Jim, what makes that nolse?™ she
aakaed,

"Oh, that's the hydraulic ram "

“For laud's sake! Where do they
keep bimY'—Indinnapolls News

A candidate muost be a past master
of political economy in order to get
the mosl votes for the leant money,

PRESBED HARD,
Coffee's Walght on Old Age.

When people rewlize the lnjurlous
effects of coffee and the) change In
health that Postutn can bring, they are
usunlly gind to lend thelr testimony
for the beneht of others.

"My mother, since Lior early chilg-
Bbood, was an inveterate cofles drinker,
had been troubled with ber heurt for a
number of years and compluinsd of
that ‘weak all over' feellng and slek
stomach,

“Some time sgo 1 was making »
vigit to a distant part of the country
and took dinper with osne of the
marchants of the piace. | potloed &
soméwhat ynusupsl favenr of the "ept-
foo' and asked him ecomcarning it. He
replied that |t was Postum.

I wos 8o plenged with [t that, afler
the monl was over, | bought a package
to earry home with me, and bad wite
propare some for the next weal. The
whole family® were 8o well pleased
with it that we discoutinued coffes and
used Postumn entirely.

“1 had really been at times wvory
anxious concernlug my molher's con-
dition, but we noticed that after using
Postum for n ahort time, she felt so
mueb botter than ahe did prior to ia
use. and bhad illitle trouble with her
heart, and no slck wiomuch; that the
hesdaches were not ao frequent, and
her gonaral condition much imiproved,
This continued until she was well and
hearty.

"I know Poatum hos benoliled my-
#olf and the other members of the fam.
ily, but not In so warked a degres aa
1n Lhe caso of my mothar, as whe wos a
vietim of long standing.” Nomwe glven
by Postum Co, Dattle Creely Mich.

Postum cumes u two forme;

Regular Postum — muit be
bolled. 18e mnd 25e packuges.

Instant Pestum—is n soluble pow-
der. A thaspoonful dissclves gquickly
o & cop of hot waler and, with cream
and sugnr, makes & deliclous bever
age Inatantly. 200 and 000 tina,

The cost por cup of bLoth kijes le
about the same. |

“There's a Reason” for Postum.
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