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A STORY OF
TWO CIPHERS

When tha Old Man Wete [His

Check He Got Mized With
His Figurea,

By W. R. ROSE.
E R A S S R R S e LR

Obed Jarrett was a hard man,
mther glorlxd In his bardoess. A barnd
man was a man who couldn’t be fool
el. Obed Jarrett pever was [looled
In his private opinlou the world was
made up of 4 few honest men and n
grent many foo!s and koaves. An
bonest man was one who pakl his wny
and neither asked nor gave favors
Fools might eall him bard, and knavoes
migat snarl because be waso't gulliblk
But what eared Oboed Jarrett?

The honest man sat at his desk that
June afternoon with Lis pen
dangling In his fingers and his cheek
book open before bim, He was in oo
burry. To give away money was so
new n sengation that he felt Justified
In prolonging it—not but that he could
amply afford to glve the sum be bnd
fixed upon; It was the principle of the
thing that held him Mresoiute,

He was worth close to §80,000, There
was a memorandom slip Bppe
right band drawer that showed this
total In round fOgures. He could have
told the amount within a dollar or two
It was a glit edged property-
mortgages, cash and a Hetle
tate.

“If I was sold out tomorrow,”
Obed), smuiling grimly, “it would bring
every penny that 've totuded it at”

He bad won this comfortable prop
erty by shrewdness rather thono hard
worl. For more than 2
bouglt mwortgages and lonned
and snapped up unconsidersd
clul trifies in that same old office,
slept In the rooms above it, and some

loosely

In the

-slocks,

real es

anhil

mouey
nan

the building, There had been  few
epizodes 1o enliven the dullnes=z of
money grubbing life, hut

oue of them was to take place. T
morrow Lils son, his only child, wa
be married,

Instinetively his eyes turned
portralt above lLis desk—the
of & brown Lanlred young woing
smiling eyes and slightly parted lips
As he looked upon the gentle face
felt a little tightening aliout 1he hieart.
Dead four and twenty yeare Tlelr
son was four aund twenty, ano he mar
ricil tomorrow, Thelr son,  Ilad he
done his duty by thelr son?
thought so. Ile had certdnly
him a goml sclioollug, hoy I|.1ul|
gone through with eredit to
himself and his father and had belped
to pay hils way too. nad hind wanted
him to study law, but be bad a love
for l.'lmlui.efry fand, o qompany with a
fellow student, had st up an office of
his own. They stauwed in as consult-
g chemistys and ne and were—

n all Obedeop! ' doarn—buflding up
irly remi@pnfive business, IIe
certainly Wt Loy, though per-

a Iinlu iing o that respect
o AR CIATCY
mod but a dn)‘ or two ago that

© had cowe to him and said:

“Father, I'am going to morry.”

It was like a blow to Obed.

"Well, well,” he presently sald in hig
testy way, “since It's nll scttled, why
do you cowe to me?" .

“Because | think yon shoull know
abaut it," sald Arthur stoutly.

“You didp’t think to consult me be
fore you took this step,”" said the old
man grimly.

“You couldn’t expect that, father,
sald the son. “I—1 am no longer a
boy. Besides, youn can't help but ap
prove of her. She's the dearest girh
Her name s Alma Truman, and her fa
ther Is chief accountant with Fancher
& Co. 8Bhe's the eldest of six, and
they're awfully broken up at the ldea
of her going. That's the kind of girl
to marry. father—the kind that Is miss-
ed at home. But you must see her,"”

“How do youn expect to support her?”
lnquired Obed dryin

“With these two hands and the ex-
cellent edocation you bave glven me,”
replied Arthuor.

The boy had taken bim around to
the Trumans' house one evening, but
there were g0 many Tromans, and It
was only a shoit call, and be had
searcely caught a glimpse of the girl
And now the boy was golug to marry
anll leave him, he fel(, furdver.

Thelr boy! IIad he always remem-
bered that Arthor was their boy?
Would things have been different If
ghe had lived? Would be himself have
become the dry, old, money making
machine he wns? God only knew,

How happy they had been that brief
year. How ambitious he was for her
sake. How le tolled and planned.
And he remembered how she would
come to him and loy ber soft, coo
bands on his and draw the pen away
and turn him round in his chair and
command him to rest.  Was she smll-
ing down on Llm now a8 she had sindi-
ed down upon Lim then and ns she al
most seemed to smile upon lim from
the lifeless canvas?

Four and twenty years, and here he
sat, an old man, preparing o wedding
gift for their son who was to be mar-
rled tomorrow. A gift for thelr son!
Yes, yes. It was a custom—foollsh per-
baps. He wounld give him a check for
$100. It was a tidy sum and pretty
pearly as much eash as the boy’s fa-
ther had when he married. A hundred
dollars! Eurely a liberal gift for—for
thelr boy. Thelr boy!

He beut forward suddenly and dip-
ped his pen In the ink. It was strange
how dim the lnes on the eheck seein-
ed. He wrote the date. Four and
twenty years ago. Why, the room
seemed full of her! Was she leaning
over his shoulder ngnin? He slowly
made the figure “1" and the two cl-
phers. Thely boy! Was that the touch
of her soft, cool hands on his? Was—
wis she guldiog his pen? The lines
were dim indeed as he slowly wrote.
Then he paused and stared down at
his work and carefully added his sig.
nature,

He dropped back In his chalr and
brushed his hand across his eyes and
for & moment was very still. When be
looked up again at the portrait, be
smiled. Then he briskly wre out the
check, pushed back the book, shut
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Ouly the relatives were present, by
LLere
Truman side. It was a nlee
It It was qulet. ‘The wns bean
tiflisd with fowers and viues
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ter who was In the
everybodsy looked quite happy
Ing the younger Trumans,
bearing up bravely.
Arthur took father
the honse nnd then left
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Almn as she
ol man gulte
i and kiss
you
a brid
and I want yoo to
and Iive with us just
» acttied in our fn”
UNo, nol!" said the astonished Obed
st ] e your way,"”
t's no answer,” Alma.
at least that you will o and try .
The vld wan hesitated, Blie certain-
Iy was a dear girl,
will promilse

| @
el “Father
can peluse
juest,  And Arthur
proin lse
AB 8

Jarrett, Enow

8 e
O come
MO S W

1
anld “sSay

Hoe

o
aud somelio

ey It" he smll-
w his beart felt
bad for many years
" e muttersd to it
vosteppidd back in
without konoving n Llessed
wnt that cheek!™

“that she

womeuts later bis son calld
o him

“Father,” he said,
and look at the
tme,  Everybos
Alinag wants vo
kind her friends bave

Ko "];-'_‘n'

“come up with us
It's ¢
Is busy talk

Lresents,
¥
u ta see how nlee ¢
been,”
wont up to the
nnid Alma began her rapld his-
tory «of the gifts and thelr donors
Suddenly they were interrupted by a
ery [iom Arthur. He had discovered
e g~ - 1
“What's this!™ he stammersd. "'l".py
to the onder of Arthur Jarvett $10,0007
Wiy, fatler!”
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Ten winutes later he confroutod the
serious faced teller of the Eixth Na
tional and thrust the check at him

“Ceortify that, please,” be sald 1o bis | .
The teller pieked up the sllp of pa- |
manner and

Theu Lis face suddenly

that's fine!”™ be erfed and cer

i

wons such a lot of them oo the
woddiog

amd rib- |

who were

Ll in the hall

snld [ E. XEAL,
“a place set ashile

And be led Lim up sinlers
modest |
Fortunately for
apart-
the
Pl the A'.'I HUR C, 0

little room, |

Bomehow the boy's note of profound |

surprise jarred & little oo the father's
bheart

“Oh, oli! Now we enn have a home
of our own!" cried the delighted girl,
wlho was looking over Arthur's shoul-
der. “But Yather Jarrett,
that yon wounld have been Just as wel-
come nt the flat.”

“Yea, yes, 1 know,” lLe aooswered
Then added a little brokenly: *I1
want to be perfectly honest about this
money, One handred dollars 18 from
me and the rest from Arthur's moth-
er.”

They looked at him wonderingly, and
be turned suddenly away.

When he looked around, he said with
hls grim old smile: “Slip It In your
pocket, my boy. The money will be
there when you get back.”

But after Alma and Arthur had
started on thelr two weeks' wediding
Journey and the old man was walking
back to his lonely rooms be suddenly
straightened up and sald to himself
hall alond:

“It will only be two weeks,"—Cleve-
land Plaln Dealer,

you know,
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SOWING.
Bow thon thy asd of corn and walt awhile.
See the snow Lling snd the foe spiray glohm
Abnte lts biding plece. HNear the wind scream
Anil the wilil tempest wwerp o er mile and mile
o lm'r' Aandroap Watek the maincloud’s vial
Empty ahove it, and tho ttful beam
(L wart the Beld until & sam
Of twmnle e shex g I: 1 10 greel thy smille,
And, ! Gl iracle in wrought onee mnhe
Of ke Brom du h—from Juiss, Wl wondrous
gain:
The cornfichd glitters with s golden wlore
tin the mom lod where late tio storm and min
Beat on the Lave, Yrown car
Thine bt to walt and pray lest faith shiod
wans!

Bow thou thy mseed of Tove, O heart, sml wait]
Though it He ldden, though thy doubts snd
lars
Wihidsghet (o thiee "tis lost and thy ea] Lears
I of Litter fate,
ly the seed will live; speing sets the gate
e wide o 3 VohTH,
e merks Lhe 163
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Wonuderind Anmner 4,
There are 4 ciardinal poluts,
4 quarters of the moon, 4 sensons, 4
figures the quaderille;, 4 rules of
arithanetic. 4 suits of cards, 4 quirters
to the hour, 4 legs for furniture, most
anlmals go on 4 legs. We hive 4 In-
clgor and 4 eanipe teeth, aod our forks
have 4 proungs, Al anlmuals, when
Butehered, nre eut ioto 4 guarters, The
violin, greniest of musical instroments,
has but 4 sivings.  Theve are 4 grent
continents.  Every
4 tracks, When we grow old, we linve
4 eyes, Every room has 4 corners and
4 gides, Every guestion has 4 sides—
the Insiile, (he outside, the right side
nnd the wrong side.—Cinclnngti Com-
wercinl-Tribune.

=R, H. Mares & lt- enrry the largest
itock of general merchandise in Otero
sonpty and ean supply runchmen, eattle-
men, rallroad men and miners with pro-
vislons and dry goods on & momont’s
uotios,

i winds,
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