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the lves of both fath wod Johp,
bad ripened nto n gennine Hking on
fhuth's puirt befure the dunce thay night

The next wurning John and Tom met
Ruth walking with Bir Douald shout
the hotel grovnds, ehd the youug man
eouid uot help showing in Loth volew
npd mnbner thot e was litte pleasesd
fhat Nuth' Whoold Bare so esdilvuly
Laken up Wit & strangoer.

“Remember, she's ouly o ginl” Tow
warned bim, feeling hils mood
teen broaght up in the mountaine, apd
ebo's os friendly ax a pap. 1 doo't like
| the wiy the wan puts petticonts on his
fect and 1I'm visd to belng lookod ot
with two eyen, but Rath s all right
Yuu must retbember that ysung us she
s aod nexperionced, she hos o good

“1 suppose '8 fOOlh of me.” Juhbn
untwered, “But I'm used o activity.
ond this dewdling about doesn't suit
mo ond that mekes me gunerily croms
It 1 only knew
whot Wilkerson was doing) 1f Evoren

The wixh was fulfilled that afternoon
when George Eversit turbed up and
was warmly groeted by both Ko
atill Dogr.  After & fow words he unked

“You can seo that she's all right!
Jobn nuswersd quietly, pelating to her

Ruth wos detightiully Aushed

Bir Donald made a few plenwant e
wurks and then excused biltumedf
quick senses told hlm thint Evereit
come on lLusiness wod that be

=1 don't know thet | have apything
nnd siartilng o tell you,”
futh o wnswer to hor qoestion,
kvow & domen pleces where | ean

the money (o Afvpes your mine,
weg must hava the desds. papers
Aud they'te got,

i

:
i
:
:
E

i
i

i
;i

1
f
z%
|

§

to sl ooce and take
eharge of “Matter Key™ mine untll you
henr further ftom me. Am wiring Tubibe,

Akl not see the ook of burning seorn
v Jomu's fove aw she left the room

Wiy must | always have o use
fools? sbhe murmured bilterly. “A
ovely pale—Wilkerson snd Dimke!™

Druke did not hesitate when he re-
ceived Wikerson's telegram. He took
the next traln for Sllent Volley and on
airivil there procirml a rig aod drove
to the mine.

Ou bis arrival bo was diswayed W
see thnt wo work was being done. The
umechloery was e, and the miners

wred Lo Uttle sullen groups,
kim curfously, but when le asked for
Tubbe they made no comment nor nsle
ol nny

Following thelr directions, he soon
found bWimself ou the purch of what
had beenn John Dorr's house, He
koocked, and there was shuflling of
mavy boots; ther. the door opeaod, and
an unstinved, blonted faced man anke!
bim gru@ly what he wanted

Dmke produced Wilkerson's wire,
l”:‘ Instantly the englueer showed re

f

*Come ! Come In"
“Come o and bave o drink!”

The luterior of the cabin wbowaed that
B Tubbs hud apparently been merely
enmplug oul In his pew guattom with
out regard o the decension. Hot Druke
was pot sguesnwmish aftor is oog trip
and shared n deiok with s host, A
fow words served Lo ot the sitoation
before him.

“Thero aln't ne mopey to pay the
men; the store’s closed; the cook shin
ty st rabniag: Wilkemon s away;
Dure hasn't turced up with the money
he promised, and I'm Just kind of mit
ting on the N4 while the put bells
o mighty glad o soe you Muy be
you onn 4o sorwtlidng with Uesye el
W I've dope my boest. snd 1 can’t
Ao nuy more®™

he sald

moth before there was the noiwe of
bouts on the porch, and Tolilw smiled
in sickly funhiovn,

“§ guenn thay wpeotted you right off,”
he winld.

“What do they want?' demnnded
Drake as therw canw o poundivg on
tha daor.

Two miners eitered, aod Tobbs in
troslueesd Ui o Drake.

“This In the new hoss, boys,” be said

Wi sent you here ™ was the first
question avked

“Wilkerson,”* rospundied Drake,

“Huaph "

“U'm Just hore (o ke cliarge tompo-

mrdly,” Drako welit on bastily, not
lking the ngly e of the an's
b

The otlier man took tils Juformntion
and ufter digesting it sald. “Golug te
wnrt up o pay Wagest'

T not segueloted with the situn.
tion yel.” was the evasive reply I'n
g0 over things with Me. Tubibe toulght,
and theo lu the morntag 'Y see what
W o be dune ™

“The fiwt thlug s Lo give us money
and food,” was the curt anawer. The
Mmien stamtped out, lesving Thrake to
Jook wt Fubbe o some dismay.

Wi englnoor wus wo relleved at hiny
Ing wiitie uie vise Lo baur the burden

Wil

“Huve noother driuk, partner,” he
sald Temdluely, “misd forgut 30 10D L

s e———

were loafing about the streets ar guth. |
They oyed |

The words were hardiy out of his

responsthiiity that be refused to lie
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“There's still sowe locked up In the
muoghier.  “it's oWl

su wo didu't ex
notly foel like taklng IL”

Drake tarned to Tobba quickiy.

“Distribote (e food ne far us it will
&2, be sald.

Tebls looked suddesiy seclous 1
Ruoss you Detter letive that (s me" be
siid In a low volee. 1 koow where

7
i
£

It will do the most gosd.” [le winked
siyly.
. - L] - - - -

Meaptime Jobn Dorr, Everett and
Tom Kane were spetnding lvug houmn
i dlscunsing what was (o be dune 1o
save the “Master Key” to Ruth.  Tom
once more wenl orer the exact slton-
ton at the mine and asserted that un-
less prompt measures were taken not
anly wouM there be actuni distress.
but kely rioting.

“You know sotwe of the worst ohes
bang with Wilkerson,” be suld grim
Iy, "and they wight nt any Ume take
it Into thelr hends to doe n Httle dyns.
miting Dynamitiog s mighty don
grerous sufl around severnl thoosand
dollars' worth of machipery, and If
they blew ap the workings there
woulda't be any mine left, you wee.”

“] see,” sald Everstt st lnst “Not
baving the papers, D'ean't put this deni
through the way | want to eventually
But something must be doue ob the
wpat.”

“In the way of money T added Kune
Barshly

“Precisely,” Everett assented with all
eheorfuiness, “Now 'm guing te loan
Jalm Dorr here §5000 today for the
Master Koy' wine. Then"~

Jobn shook His head ““That lsn't
pusiness-like,” he protested

Evervit fixed his Koen ¢ves on him.
“Any reason why | shouldu’t loap
waney to Miss Ruth Gallon's manager
and guardian? Any resson why you,
looking after her Interests, sbouid re
fase Liwlp In Bxing up her alfais?’

Doy Bembiod. 1 didu't mwean 1t that
why, It seomn as if 1 kind of messed
things op myaelf, and 31 thought |
mlghit ge! ‘em set right by mywelf.”

“You enlled ob me, and ' the doe
tor,” snid Everelt othoritatively  He
pulled out tils wallet and commencod
counting ont bille. =1 famo prepared
for this, for 1 thought there ndght be
W emergency.”

“But who will take charge of I
Who will go to the mdpe '™

Thy broker langhed at hbm,  “Not
you. You'd be In a fight In three min
wtew, upscially I Wilkemon turned op
Tum Kans = onr man.” He turned on
the oid man abmptly. "W you take
thils money npd go?v

Tho ol ok stared nt the crisp Lie
nid then at Dare 1 win't bandied
paper worth thint mnch lataly,"” be o
marked, “Digt If you want me (o go
In there nod fesd Lhem people nnd get
‘o back e work sl keep thinss go
It tH) Johnenn Ny things ap bere 170
wo."

On hils way to the mine Tarey Wil
Kersoy'n courage, newly fired by n lnst
ronversntion with Jean Darpell, com
nsetired (o ehib,

Penke and Tubls recelved hilm with
onnlectod reliof. A few words auf
flced 1o moke 1he status of affairs
phatn,  Toutm looked at hin superior
with sirained ansiety in bis hisaped
epen.  Dull nnd sedden with Hyuor ne
he waa, be understood perfectly that
sverything dopended on the post few
dayn  The euglocer bad lived In min
g cuwps and oo the desert oll his
e, aud he Knew the passipuns engen
deredl Ly the srld thontitalus sl e

relorsrions desert.  What woeuld Wil
kurson do¥ Was he slrong edbough tw
haitchle these men who wote rendy for

Wilkerson had lost his sonse of fear
oddly enough.  Ax he had come nte
the ¢ up n doren miners had roecog
plaad tbm and seowled, e Lad felt
thelr hatred, and It fod fat the man's
stuister pussion to do barm, te burt,
fo destray, Now he faced Drake nnd
Tubbse arroguntly.

“It owen't be long tHH these chaps
find odt who's the boss” he #aid
With a sigoificant look at Drake ho
pulled ott the forged deeds and hand
o) them 16 Tubbs

anything, even to Moodabed If aroused?

~“Ihose_menn that Um. legally. the

commenced to speak. He could not
break tholr sullen stiones, and, after &
tew worids of genornlitien, he mustersd
his cournge apd shouled: “1 am the
owper of thils mipe! | have the deeds
right herel”
The effect of tuls Fas for otber than
he bad cxpevted.  Not & wiwinus come
from the still, motionless thropg It
wos as il They hsd not Leard him. In
8 luwer tone he repeated (L “1 am the
owner of the “Master Key' mine nnd ol
thit goos with k™

He beld up the papors, and BN
Tabtm tooked ut them nod grave'y noed
ded his hond, a8 moch as e ey that
he Bad luspocted thew apd conld voneh
for thelr anthenticlly. Sl wo sound
frumn the winers,
There s a quality in the sieace of
ibhe crowd of earnest Toenu Lhat s nioe
questioning than any word could be
he men who hed worked and tolled
for old Tom Gallos, who had been de
celved und baMed, who had had thelr
loguity tested to the utmost, now de
manded through thelr Imperious =
lence that Wilkerson open up his mind
o them  IF Le was indeed e ownger
of the “Master Key," what 0id he in
tend to do¥

“You'd better oy some more quick.
Iy.," warned Denke in a low tone.  And
Wilkerson, completely bowildered, set
the watch to the powder. He stepped
forsward with as ugly a Jook as e
coulld usvame and eried, “Now tell e
what you wapt™

Instantly thoe air was flled
ranms of rage aml disappolptment

Fifteen minutes Inter Marry Witker
soh was swenting witldn the voliln

with

self out n tumbler of Talibe whisky
He bad promdsed the miners’ book py
wteady work, full wages npd fowl e
st make good, md be dkd por Loo
how,

find out whnt men we can trust =)
nothing, but get sl the Informerd
you capn.  U'D mwake it worth the whi
of 1he tmen who'tl stlek by me™

Agnin the enginevr chdckled fatmo
iy, “They'll all stick by ye." he |
magely, “s'long as ye pay "em Nke Yo
bl y& would™

It wny Inte In the nhiernoon whicn
Tom Kane uppeurid on the mall wag
ot The deiver bhad alvendy Informed
bim of how alulrs were golng, and
the cooli wanted po thoe.  Fle climied
down frowm the hWigh wend, Jerkm]l his

wide stralpght for bis shaply. Within
five minutes he Lad divestind himself
of his black clothes and donned h's
officlal overnlls and npran.  Theh e
appenred an the porel as enlm and un
converned ns though he hnd not bown
HWRY

In wo time at 81l 8 coaple of doaea
minvrs hnd gothersl to shoke hands
and swap news  Noatarally their Vilg
et ftegn was Wilkemson's  proclama
thon of swnership

At this Tom Kane liugheid scorn
fully.  Fie deridod the papers, ridicnlesd
the mibers for belng fools varlly thiken
In and stated o sot tecws That e
Fom Kane, actually helt the place of
vl ot y.

This scon came to Wilkerson's s,
aedl he bureipd down the il 1o stop
what Hie kpnew (o e o dungeroie siscas
wion fustantly the o onok  Ioclied
horns with bim, pooshpoobed him o
bis face, enllad him namen of poculine
vienlenese wnd offered to Aght bine on
duy lerma

Bofore long the camp was ln ap up
roas, and It was due to certaln vooler
heads that trouble did oot enste Im
medintely.  These men inslsted that
there wiis time to settle the dispote of
awnershilp, Terced Wilkerson to with
Araw iy commapd that Koane leave
the wing lostantly nod wanaged
Lring 0 semblsnes of pohae out of dis
onler. Kone owed Bis pock 1o the
yoka of thelr authority, bat dlsph [T |
Il trusty messenget toe he station with
8 twlegrim to Juhb 10 come ne soul 0R
| puornaible Wilkerson resortd o n
seonn whikelh was eveutunlly to threar.
sty the very existence of the “Master
Koy Ho sotit Deoke south o onnfer
with a despernde whom ho knew, who
ponld gnther a Lnnd of Mexionns ke
himselt on sbort potlen, rendy for aoy
thing thit promised ok

Tell Jose W be here (omorrow
wlght.” he lostracted lum ' woant
nlout twenly won Wkl uriesd,.

Prrake rode awny as from destroe-
tow, eursing the lnek fhot bad pat
nigs i the power of such » man,

In response to Kove's message Joho
Porr, Buth Gallen snd Hyverett lert
Heverty lx fur Stlent Valley. They
arrivis] the thind day after the cook.
and from the momeit They wore g
plzed the wiucers dropped thelr ate
wide of sullhy walilng and thronged
about  thelr  mistress, chesriug nnd
shinking Wnpds.  When they b got
Ipte the blg bogse Kane arived, sproa

With a shukiog band be pouccd bim !

“Toblm.” he sald sharply, “you mimt |

battered cate out of the wagin nml |

Turough 1he window John saw that
the enmp wis quietly but surely di-
viding inte two porties, The elder
miners were gatherad about the cook
, whanty., Around the office stood o
doweny or w0 malcontonts half dronk
ander the leadorship of Tubbs, who

wan whoily drunk, snd on the porch
talking to Wilkerson were & couple of
Mosirann

“IL looks as il they meant o rush
the eamp,” Dore sald theoghifully. e
proceedisd to arm hlmself, nnd Kverett
l-pl-imlr fellowedd smuit

I'm golng to ik to the hags Hmi"
sl Dore e left the Bungtow nml
strode off down the hill, followed by
lthe cook. A gun wion fired uwp by the
| wlpe tunnel moath

“That's s wigosl thst the Mexleans
am making trouble” Kane shouted
“Louk ont far dyoamite in the shafr
| Jolin™
| Without a word further Dore loaped
down from the parch of the cook whan-
l!_r and started ap the hill, fellowed by
A Aomen falthfl  wupportem her
I‘h"“ were Bre)l  Wilkorson o ppseaped
{mt the tunnel moulh and theo vaninhed
st Jobin sprang apon the frestle
aml rushed after bhim

Iustnntly n band of Mezienoxs mate
rinlizgod knlfway down she Wil Aeed o
few whots npd retrented.  Johin pald nn
atteption ta them, but kept on

Mee within the tunnel he saw o
fint gleam of light aticad of him. e
understund that Knpe wan right Wil
korson wan playing a desperate snme
im bbowing ap the sheft amd then in
the etsuing confosdan nllowlng  the
tanidite io it undisturhed

A tew yardw further on John stopped

“1 took your Com-
pound snd have a fine,

Mrs. A. M. Myeas, Gor.
donville, Mo,

“*1 highly rocommend
Lydia E. Pinkham s Veg-
wiable Campound bwiore
child-birth, it has done so
mtich for me. "'~ Mrs, K.
M, Downs, R. K. 1, Con-
shobocken, Pa.

“1 touk Lydin E. Pink-
ham's Vegotable Com.
pound to build up my
aystemn aml have the
deareat baby girl in the
world." — M. Moer
BraRELEY, Imperial, I"a.

“1 praise the Com.
| pound whenover 1 have
& chanee, 1t did »o much
for me befor: my lttle
M girl was born."" — Mrs,
4 E. W. Banpkns, Rowlos-
burg. W. Va

“1 took yonr Com-
pound before baby was
born and feel | owe my
liffe to it "' —Mrs Winmin
T, Winte Heven,
1 Florida,
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A durk dgure roshed by bl toward

| the open nir Ittt the Lo glow of

gt remalned. Por a moment Dot |

hositntisd: then e leaped forsard and
| hogmn teying to extingulsh o Hhtesd
funmae

He hWnd nlmost suecoidicl wien a
buftet o hlzeed by Nlm, theo a o
apnttoredl un the moek overhend, He
tarned ard Ared bBlindly W i diree-
thom of the shots nod resumed his task
The fuse was short. but o shcooeded
in extinguisting it and started Lack
e mot u Tusiiiade of Dballets Me
danhedd on toward the mouth of the
tunted and sotdenly emerged on Wik
kerson, who, not belag able to see into
the tautk of the shaft, was firing hllod.
iv into the onening

With a shout John jeaped for the

man % Lhom ho haw knew (0 v weokiing
hin life. Defors Wilkersm conld fire
wiither shat he was raught In s
m vy pmibrace nod thepn hogin e
Mt eliep strugsio hileh i the i
Daore for e et rhime [0 Tie
e oy 1hw M) whepts il

th's for kil t thn O TT S L]

o a wman
| Wilkorson's And oee one shonkd i
torfere with his revenge. e threw
Bimsell on tho man with ut ooe ob
| foct i view —to siny him bare handed
Wilkerson fonght tigeriality, apd for

| the mweoment ol (e pdveoimge The |

| tofte trestie wits s 1 place for o
! homyy coan ke Dorre io Oght on 1ol
the other's actlity aod Mbe quicknese
somod about to win when Jolin by »
vadden oo e tnd and despernte mn
penver vauglit him andl threew  Dim
vlear Inte the ale, reaking his cloteh
with n tereifie dow ew bl

ol the

i e
tilm to the wlge treetiv andd
Hang Lim oves

Stnnding orect. John drew the aly
intn lils tortared lungs smd fob oot o
| rremendois vell of tritnmpl
| Ruth Gatlon heard that barharie yell
Lond shiddered.  Tom Kane stared up
wiirdl st the Ugnre on the trestle, and
tile opon mouth seemed Hpless, for he

"y hurodl In  Qhe

1=

And on

figure spe

the rocks below Wilkemon's
vwledd grotesguely. its white
il darkling fce turned slghthssly
to the sky
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