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A propetly conducted weekly
.,}hd other indstrial interests of our
people, is a public necessity. En-
couraged by ‘the opportanity pre-
sented, and’ by gratifying indica-

amine the books, records, vouchers,
ete.. which he did and gave the re-
sults of his investigations, through
his columns. We will do the Chroni-
cle the justice to sa'y, that its state-
ments were generally accepted as at

least fair, dispassionate and impar-|

tial. But.it is not our purpose at

present, to comment on the revela-
tions made by the Chronicle, as to
the details of expenditures and the

general management of the various

sub-departments of the institution.
Whatever the manner in which the
money has been expended, whether
properly ‘or improperly—whether

fully and extravagantly—the officers
of the various sub-departments can-
not, under the rules and regulations
of the Department, be held respon-
sible for it. The money derived from
a tax on fertilizers is deposited with
the State Treasurer. who i8 ex officio
Treasurer of the Department and
not one dollar of it can be drawn by
any of the officers, except by the au-
thority or sanction of the Board.
Again, if this rule of the Board did
not exist, these officers are protected
to the fullest extent agajnst the
charge of extravagance by a report
from the Finance Committee of the
Board, made at its last quarterly
meeting. That Committee examined
the same papers, vouchers, ete.,which
the Chronicle did. The Chronicle gives
the items and characterizes many of’
them as extravagant and wasteful.
The C‘ommittee does not give the
items—does not deny their correct-
ness as stated in the Chronicle, but
the Committee does say, that the
vouchers are all found to be correct
and that the expenditures, with per-
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¢ familiar with the law which established
3 | the Departinent of Agriculture, and with

haps an insignificant exception, were
“proper,” “wise” and * judicious.”
So, that the officers referred to are
relieved, as far as the assumption of
responsibility by the Board can re-
lieve them. And now, it is purcly a
question of judgment between the
people and the Board as to whether
these expenditures were “ wise " and
“proper.” Whatever THE PROGRESS-

IVE FARMER may say now or here-
after, shall be prompted by no dis-
position to grumble, norin the spirit
of carping criticism, but it ‘will be
free, trank and fearless in the dis-
<h its hi : farm- |
ers of the State: This Department
belongs to the agriculturists of the
State. It wasoriginated and brought
into being by them. It was estab-
lished chiefly for their benefit and
they must be made to realize that
their wishes, their views and their
interests are respected in its conduct
and management, or there will be
dissatisfaction. It has been repeat-
edly asserted that the farmers alone
are taxed to support it. Whether it
be true or not, they assumed the
chances when they came to the Leg-
islature and asked that the Depart-
ment be established, and it is there-
fore their own business.” If it be
true, so much the stronger is their
claim that it shall be so conducted
as to best subserve their interest.. It
it be not true, they have the same
legal and moral right to this claim,
because the law has set apart the
money for their benefit. Certain it
is, that no other class of our people
are taxed to support it. They, above
all others are interested in the man-
ner of its expenditure, and have not
only the right to know how it is ex-
pended, but to direct how it shall be
done. For the information of those
who may not have had access to the
official reports, we quote from them
in presenting the following:

The report of the Finance Com-

all \euhigctﬁfm.&nm,@nb&.@
eration of t

| the State.

mittee of the Board and submitted
to the Legislature January 23, 1885, |
shows; that the receipts from Jan'y |
1883 to Oect. 30, 1884, including a
balance on hand Deec. 1st, 1883, were
_ _ Disbursements from
Deec. 1st, 1882, to Nov. 30, 1885, $50.-
431.39—from Dec. 1st, 1883, to Nov.
30th, 1884, $49.758.09. In the Month-
ly Bulletin, Jan'y, 1886, issued by the
Board, we find the following: Total
receipts for year ending Nov. 30th,
1885, $41.500—total disbursements,
$40,628. The Bulletin promises to
“print a full account of the expendi-
tures of the Department for 1885 "
in 1ts next issue. The Bulletin says :

" ** If the people of the State were more

the reports of its finances, it might pre-
ent much misconsgruction. * * * ¢

: be.the aim .of the Bulletin to give the
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understand that the people regard
this money as theirs and they there-
fore watch it most earnestly. They
do not regard it in the same light as
they do other money derived from

other sources. »
Let the Department be brought

into closer and more intimate rela-
tions with the people. Let them see
more of its workings and feel direct-
Iy more of its benefits. Let them see
more practical results—Ilet them feel
in short. that it is their Department
and that they are deriving benefit
from it aud their murmurings will
be changed into praise. It has been
sugwested and even urged that the
Department should be abolished. If
a minister and the officers of a church
should so act as to displease the
members, should the church disband ?
If a Governor should so _conduet
himself as to displease the people,
should the office of Governor be
abolished ? This wonld be revolu-
tion and not reformation. Tue Pro-
GRESSIVE FARMER believes now,. as
heretofore, that a Department of Ag-
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cise absolute superxi
ing of their Z'outh, 0
encourage such syst
as to our liberty-loving people may
seem in consonance with the spirit
of our free institutions. The sys-
tems are presented and dictated by
the people and the government is
permitted to aid in sustaining them.
Hence, the seeming or real conflicts
constantly arising between the sub-
jeet and State, as to the limits of the
prerogatives of each in their efforts
to promote education. But in the
rapid development of progress in all
its departments we shall soon reach
the point when subject and State, it
scems to us, must banish all dif
ferences and unite harmoniously and
in hearty co-operation. We refer to
that department of education which
involves the special and practical train-
ing of the children of the masses, for the
respective vocations in life which they
are to fill.

8 can only

riculture, properly conducted, would
be of inecalculable good to our people |
and State. North Carolina cannot |
afford to turn back in the onward |
march of progress. The farmers can-
not afford to give up an institujion
which can be of such great value to
them. The great importance of the
various subjects submitted under the
law, to the charge of the Department
should enlist the deepest interest and
engage the best service of all patri-
otic men. This can be dono—this
will be done, if we heed the lessons
of experience and subject the man-
agement of the Department to the
intelligent, progressive, pract/ical men
who are identifisd with the various in-
dustries of the State.

Let a convention be held in the
city of Raleigh on the first Monday
in December of each year, to con-
tinue for a week, to be composed of
representative farmers and others
engaged in the various branches of

agriculture, of manufacturers and of
all classes of our people. Let the
officers of the Department make a
detailed report of their work for the
year. Let these reportsbe discussed.
Let there be the fullest and freest
interchange of thonght ofi any an

e body. Every section
of the State and all her chief inter-
interests would be represented and |
espeeially those coming within the
limit of the law. Let the Board sit
with the body and participate in its
proceedings. Let the Board hold its
annual meeting (the only one for
the year) the week following. They
are now fresh from the people and
are thoroughly inﬁ)rnw({ as to the
necessities, ete., of each and every
section and interest. They now have
suggestions and views from the most
intelligent of all classes interested in
the improvement and development
of the State. Having all this ll_)efore
them they will be enabled to map
out intelligently the work to be per-
formed by the various officers of the
Department for the year. They
should present an estimate of the
amount necessary to run the Depart-
ment to the Legislature. The Leg-
islature should limit the expendi-
tures. The Commissioner should be
quointed by the Legislature or
elected by the people and be held
responsible for the performanc of the
work imposed on the Department.
The Board should be so constituted
as to represent every section and all
the leading industries or interests of
None but practical men,
tdentified with one or more of these in-
terests, should be eligible as a mem-
ber of the Board. Let there be but
one member from each Congressional
District on the Board, thus giving
an equal and fair representation to
every section of the State. Let the,
Governor be ex officio Chairman of |
the Board. '

This is very similar to the system
adopted in Pennsylvania and other
States, and is found to work admir-
ably, the most valuable feature being
the annual meeting of the intelligent
and more progressive men of all sec-
tions, to exchange and present views
on the leading industries of the State.
Such a plan, we believe, would make
the Department one of the most pop-
ular, as well as one of the most use-
ful institutions in the State, beeause
it would then be under the direct charqge
and management of the people whose

interests it was designed to subserve aid
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We wotild notdisparage the great
and grand work of our colleges and
other higher institutions of learning,
but we believe they could be im-
proved and made more useful if a
more practical cast could be engraft-
ed upon them. In the main, they
are adapted to and meet the de-
mands for which they were estab-

lished—to-wit : The education of

those who are able to avail them-
selves of these advantages. But we
repeat, that in our judgment even
their systems could be made of much
greater advantage to their students.
We believe that the college, where

the bov finds the whole influence of

association and the curriculum, op-

' posed to the farm, or to the work-

shop, or the factory, as desirable ob-
jects for an educated mind, that, to

say the least of it, is susceptible of

improvement. In ante-bellum times
our systems of education in the
South looked chiefly to the develop-
ment of only one department of hu-
man effort—the renown of profes-
sional achievement or conquest on
the forum. But the demands of the
times, under our changed condition,
call loudly for a mew departure.
or educated farmers, edu-

il educated arti-

sany, whose callings shall be dignified

by the very systems under whigh’

they are prepared and trained.
his brings us to consider

HOW THIS SUBJECT 18 REGARDED IN
NORTH CAROLINA.

We have but voiced the sentiments
and views of a very large majority
of the thinking men of our State on
the situation, so far as relates to our
colleges, and the conviction is grow-
ing and fastening itself upon their
minds that a new departure is de-
manded. This found expression in
the action of some of our patriotice
citizens during the last session of
our Legislature, when they present-
ed a memorial for the establishment
of an industrial school. In compli-
ance therewith, an Act was passed
authorizing its establishment on cer-
tain conditions. The Act provided
that the Board of' Agriculture should
receive proposals or bids from the
towns and cities of the State desir-
ing to have the school—to this was
to be added $5,000 from the fund of
the Agricultural Department. Bids
were made by Kinston and Raleigh
and Charlotte. The city of Char-
lotte oftered $5,000 and a site ; Ra-
leigh, $5,000, a site and the old Ex-
position building, estimated to be
worth $3,000 ts $5.,000, the use of
twenty acres of ground and the free
use of ‘econviets to tear down and re-
move the Exposition building, and
Kinston offered $10,000. The ac-
ceptance or rejection of bids was left
to the discretion of the Board. The
bid made by Raleigh particularly,
was urged by leading citizens with
much earnestness and zeal, hut the
Board decided, after much discus-
sion, to postpone the matter indef-
initely. This action on the part of
the Board has drawn upon that body
sharp comment from a portion of the
press of the State, to which Dr. K.
P. Battle, president of our Univer-
sity, replies, and who appears to
have labored zealously in the meet-

ing for the course taken hy the|

Board.
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tions. We thigh with all due re-
spect, that it w4k mistake for either |
of the places ifghed to have made |
such liberal pro fi<itions for a school
to be thus 1 a @€ ed, for, with the
| surroundings, fe candidly confess
we could hopgor little moré than
| failure. In oufjudgment, the peo-

' ple should ask g Legislature for a
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may be taught@or ® make an hpnest
living. Give @8 a s§stem—not a sin-
gle little scoggl with such niggardly
support that must surely die, We
confess to aflesrod of shame and
mortificationgwhen we saw the Leg-
islature of giyat State—this
agricultural Prate—threefourths of
whose populfion afe of /that class,
putting “upflo the high¢st bidder”
one insignifigant little schoolgor the
education «f their childrent But,
after all, thi§ want bf appreviation
of this gragl object is not#o sur-
prising, singg we heard thatin gen-
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cently inqupd “what clasg of con-
victs was 1t proposed, ghouldpwork in
the schools§ "
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