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was less submerged, and hence the
8panish tongue more closely resembles
Latin than either Italian or French.
It ia a greit aid in learning Spanish to
have acquired a knowledge of Latin at
school. But even to those who have
pot, the language presents fe w difficul
tiea. It must be remembered that
though an "encyclopedic," or "un
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Correspondence of the Progressive Farmer.
I have been waiting to see if some

brother, more competent than myself,
would not give an account of our last
County Alliance meeting, and have
searched dilligently each issue of The
Progressive Farmer since for same,
and not finding it, I can stand it no
longer.

I, in company with as grand a patriot
as ever lived, Bro John Pate, left his
house on Wednesday before, botween
11 and 12 o'clock, and drove to Bro. T.

I. Waters, who is our County Presi
dent, a distance of about 40 miles.
Talk about a man prepared for "Shy-lock- "

all hia hosts, including the gold-standar-

Bro. Watson is that man.
I tell you he Uvea at home and boards
at the same place, judging from the
looks of his tan trough and the shoes
of his family. He not only knows how
to tan leather, but to make shoes as
well, and his estimable companion
knows fully as well how to make
cloth. Even though it is though in
this country that we can't grow wheat,
Bro. Waters is equal to the emergency,
for he has been raising wheat from
which he has his own fleur ground for
sometime.

Right here I'd like to say that some
of us have been talking about the idea
of trying to see if could not make an
arraugement to have some of our cot
ton manufactured on shares, like we
do wool. If any of the brethren have
ever made any trade of the kind, we
would be glad to know of it, terms, etc.

I waa agreeably disappointed with
our county meeting. I can't say that
I went to help perform the burial cere
mony, but to try and help build up the
waste places We had tho best rep-
resented meeting that we have had in
more than two years, and everything
passed off harmoniously, and I'll say
right herere it was the first county
meeting that I ever attended but what
every brother eeemed to be in a hurry
to have tho meeting closed, but this
time it looked like every brother pres
ent hated to see tho time for us to part
As for myself it was a real treat f3r
me to meet with the brethren all over
the county. I have never attended an
Alliance meeting in my life, but what
I felt well paid for the time so spent.

I can't close without expressing my
happiness over the action of the Ssate
Pjpuli3t Party Executive Committee,
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THE LAND OF THE NOONDAY
SUN MEXICO IN MID AINTER.

(From Arena for April.)

BY JUSTICE WALTER CLARK, LL, D.

Z icatecas is j ist within the tropics,
aa we passed the line of Cancer a few
miles back near Calera, but the city is
over eight thousand feet above sea
level. This combination of low latitude
and high elevation gives Mexico that
magnificent climate which, never cold
and never sultry, seem3 perpetual May.

In all the Mexican towns of any siz 3

there is a Piaza de Armas or Central
Plazi in which the band plays nearly
every night and whither everyone goes.
Oa one aide of this p!sz is invariably
the cathedral ; on two of the other Bides,

if the tovn is a state capital, the gov
ernor'a pa!ace and the palace of the

State legislature and Supreme Court,
anl on the fourth side lar6e stores or
handsome private residences. Tnis
waa the case at Z icatecas, where on

the night of January 2, in the open air,
without overcoats or shawls, large
crowds filled the seats ranged around
the fq'iare, and while the band was
playing the young men and maidens
were promenading but never in com
pany with each other.

According to the custom of the coun-

try, there waa "an endless chain" of
girls, in groups of two, three, or four,
promenading in cne direction, with a
similar chain of young men going in
thooppDsite direction, while the older
people eat on the benches and seats.
Thus every girl can be seen in succes-

sion by every young man in the other
chain, and both parties make good use
of their eyes. Waere any mutual liking
is "evinced, or any encouragement
shown, the girl's home Is ascertained
and then the smitten youth takes to
"playing bear," as it is called. That is,
he promenades at certain hours back
and forth beneath the narrow balcony
on which, in this delightful climate,
the inamorata eits in front of her apart-
ment. Ha casts from time to time
amorous glances, for he is not allowed
to call at the house.

If ho receives encouragement, or
thinks he does (for there are vain
youths and feminine fl rts in Mexico as
elsewhere), he contrives in some indi
ract way to transmit a letter. The first
letter is never noticed; it would be
contrary to the female sense of pro
priety to capitulate so easily. The
second letter i answered by means of
the same un derground route, and in a
non committal way is calculated to
terminate or encourage hu suit. If the
courtship proceeds favorably after a
proper season of delay and hesitation,
the matter id "referred to papa." If he
approves, the youthful parties are then
permitted to meet in the presence of
eom9 discreet elderly person, but it
would be deemed a great ecmdal if
they ehould be seen in public together,
either ridiog or walking, until the mar-
riage ha3 taken place or at least until
the preliminaries have been settled and
the engagement announced. The mar
riage 11 not valid in law unles3 cele-

brated before the civil authorities, and
aa the women usually insist on being
married by a prie3t, the hymeneal knot
ia thus usually twice tied in Mexico, as
in Franco, and for the same reason.

In Guadalajara, there is a double
walk way around the plaza. By tacit
consent, on the outer one of these the
young men and maidens of the lower
classes, the wearers of. the zerapes and
rebosos, promenade, with their endless
chains going in opposite direction,
while at the same time on the inner
walk, separated from the outer one by
a row of seats, the young people of the
upper classes do the same in their
American or French costumes. In
some other cities, this matter ia tacitly
arranged by one clasa promenading
around one plaza and the other class
around another, and in still other
towns, by one clasa promenading on
certain nights and the other on certain
other nights.

What clasa a person belonga to or
shall associate with, ia settled in Mexi
ico, aa elsewhere, by a kind of tacit
understanding, for there ia no law or
regulation, and in Mexico there is a
total absence of those race distinctions
which exist in the United S;atea. or
the caste requirements of India. All
persona are not only equal before the
Taw but equal socially so far as race
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These Siunffls arefor there ia a strong element in North j

Carolina, that no party or party boss j

can be induced under any circum-
stances to vote for a gold standard man
if they know matter not what hia absolutely of the

whom four were Pullman car porters
and two were barber. Three of the
six were natives of the West Indies,
and one of the latter, it may be inci
dentally mentioned, waa fluent in fix
different languages, due partly to the
fact, probably, that living in the sea
port town of Tampico his vocation aa
barber brought him in contact with
sailors and people of many nations
still a negro speaking six languages is
8omething out of the ordinary.

The costume of the people of the
upper and mid lie clas?e3 has con
formed very generally to our own, so
that no d'll jrence can be observed, and
very often it ia impossible to tell
whether to address a person in Span
ish or English. The lower classes in
seme sections adhere altogether to
their former dress, but in other sec-

tions of the country in this p wticular
they have to large extent followed the
example of their superiors in social
position The distinctive features of
the former dresa wherever retaiaed, is
for a man, a tall cone shaped hat of
felt or straw, with a wide brim called
a "sombrero," a pair of exceedingly
tight fitting pants, and a gaudy blanket
wrapped round the upper part
of the body and often held so
aa to conceal the mouth. Thia
is called a "zerape." Often the
sombrero ia gaudily decorated, costing
sometimes fifty dollars or even more,
and the pants are decorated with lace
on the seams. Thia ia when the ad
herent to the old costume has some lit-

tle means, ia which case he sometimes
adds to his dresa a j icket bedizened
with great quantities of gold lace or
white braid. Bit these individuals
are now very few in number. Often,
especially further south, the humble
peon is content with a costume consist-
ing of a pair of coarse linen drawers,
a coarse linen shirt and a "poncho,"
which last is a coarse blanket, with a
elit in the middle through which the
wearer's head is parsed. This simple
costume is completed by a cheap straw
sombrero with its high steeple crown,
and a pair of sandals, unless, as is
most often tho case, the sandals even
are dispensed with. The women of
the upper and middle classes almost
uniformly conform to our manner of
dreas save that tho "reboso" a kind
of mantilla is still often vorn over
the head in lieu of bonnet. Tho "re
boso" is universally worn by the poorer
clas3es, doubtless on account of its
cheapness and durability aa a cover
ing lor the head.

The police are very efficient, atten
tive to their duties, and very polite.
At night every policeman carries a
lantern, and this is set out in the street
in front whenever he may happen to
be on the sidewalk, sj that looking
d)wn or up the street roaof these
lanterns can always be' seen. Step up
to one of these men and ask him where
your hotel is, and ho will noj only tell
you but, unless you objoct, tie will go
with you to the next policeman who
will in turn pass you on till you reach
your deetina.ion. Tnis is ai wa s done
politely and without exp. edition of
reward. I i how many American cities
would thia happen? Not only in this
respect, but in all others, and by all
classes, the greatest politeness is the
rule. It ssems a part of the nature of
tho psople of the country. They have
their faults and aa many of them as
most nations, but boorishness or want
of politeness 13 not one of them.

The railroads in Mexico, with the
exception of one of the railroada be
tween Mexico and Vera Cruz, known
aa the ' Q ieen's Own" because built
by the Eaglish, have been constructed
almost entirely by Americans with
American capital, supplemented by
government appropriation, and are
managed by Americana. They are as
well managed aa the railroada thia side
the border, and indeed the Mexican
Central, which system controls some
two thousand milea of track, ia han-
dled with unu3ual ability. The con-

ductor and engine runners are nearly
all, if not all, Americans. 80 are many
of the station agents and other em
ployeea and all the high officials.

Aa to speaking the language, one
not understanding the native tongue
will find less difficulty in travelling in
Mexico than in France or Germany.
It i3 alm03t impossible to enter a rail-
road car, or a hotel at which travel-
lers stop, without finding Americana.
They are everywhere and in every
business and seemingly all pro3perous;
many of them havo been wonderfully
ao. Taon besides, as has been said,
the conductors and many other rail-
road employeea are Americans. Tiie
proprietors of the hotels wh?re tour
lata stop, catering to their best custom-
ers, have either learned to speak Eag-lis- h

or have clerks who can. Then, too,
there is everywhere a growing diaposi
tion with the classes that a traveller ia
lifcely to meet to learn our tongue. In
fact, it ia almost a "fad."

If one desires to strike out for him
self the language is a very easy one to
learn. Spain having been the remotest
of the provinces o Rme when the
barbarians made their irruptions, it

luestparty name is and if the party stands ,

out for principle the honest men, i. e ,
1 ansa,

hundred thousand English words, the
number of words used by ua in ordi
nary speech' ie said not to exceed five
hundred. So in travelling in a for-

eign country the man who can memo-
rize two or three hundred words and a
few phrases can get along very well.

It is true he could not make a speech
or write an article or conduct a sus-

tained conversation, but he can ask for
information or anything else he needs
and get it.

The pronunciation is easily learned
and the accent and intonation also by
a little practice. It is m ire difii jult to
understand a foreigner than to make
him understand you, in speaking hia
language, because hia worda at first
seem to run together. But so it is with
ua all. In conversation our words are
not spaced as in writing or printing,
but we speak as tho old Romans and
Greeks more true to nature wrote
their books and inscriptions, i. e., with-
out any space between words, using
only the period at the end of a s n
tence. This digression ia for the bene-
fit of our countrymen who may feel
deterred from visiting the country on
account of tho difference of language,
but for the reasons above stated they
will fiad far lesj inconvenience, if any
at all, on that score than in travelling
on the continent of Earope. Besides
being spared the inconvenience of a
a sea .voyage, the time from New York
to the City of Mex:c3 i3 now only a lit-

tle over four and a half day a via
Larendo, and indeed it ia only three
daya from New York to the Rio
Grande.

The appearance of a Mexican city
strikes the eye at cn?e as something
very different from an American city.
In tho first place the houses apparently
have no roofs, because their roofs are
11 it, with just enough elevation at one
side to run the water off, and this top
ia entirely concealed by parapets.
Then there are no chimneys; the cli
mate does not require them. When it
is unusually cool, they use, in the
northern prt of the Republic, little
barsiera containing burning charcoal
warm the hand3, and in the humbler
ho tics tho fire that cooka the meal is
sufficient. But even thia has to be re-

sorted to very rarely and only iii the
northern states. Certainly I did not
eeo a chimney the whole time I was in
the Republic, nor did I see anyone who
had ever heard of one. The cooking is
usually done with oil or charcoal and
on fcmail stoves, and sometimes by
cheaper devices.

The enforcement of the criminal law
is far better than in the Uaited States,
for it is more efficient and more prompt
In our country year before last, by
official returns, more than ten thou
sand capital offences were committed,
out of which vast number one bun
dred and seven were ex. cited by law
and two hundred and forty seven by
lynch law. In Mexico, with its twelve
million people, from the best data ob
tainable, the capital offences commit
ted are less than one thousand annually
and a case of lynch law is unknown.
That the race ia prone to homicide and
the ignorant clas3 to larceny ia un-
doubtedly true, but a firm government
repreasos and punishes with a prompt-
ness and certainty that deters. The
manner of executing the law would
not suit our people, but as a means
adopted to the end, it is the best possi
bleforthe people and the country which
has adopted it.

Brigandage haa been entirely sup
pressed. The country is patrolled by
picked troops, known aa "Rurales."
These receive one dollor a day and are
constantly on the alert to maintain
order. The regular army is largely re
cruited from the Indian race and is
paid much lesa. Whenever a train
stops at a station a soldier in uniform,
with sword or gun, ia stationed on the
ground near each ear door. Thia ia a
relic of former days. It was neces-
sary, and it ia still U3eful to prevent
petty thieves entering the cars. In
some of the more nortoerly Statea,
thia eeema dispensed with now in
whole or in part, but in the greater
part of the country thia custom still
prevails.

At Z icatecas I slept in a convent and
in the city of Mexico in a palace for
convents and emperors .having been
abolished these buildings now eerve
more useful purposes as hotels. The
Catholic churches are now all owned
by the government and preaching in
them is by permission. Under the old
regime many more churches were
erected than were actually needed andconsequently some of them, though notmany, are now uaed for secular pur-po3e- a.

I saw a convent that has beenconverted into a bull rin? anri mn

Finest Flavor and
G-reate-st Strenofr. flu

voters in all parties will come to us.
Wo don't expect effice holders and
office seekers to come.

Before I close there is one other mat-- I

would like to speak of, though it
doesn't effect good Alliancemen much,
and that ia, tho manner in which
country people are so often taken in by
some "smart alec" traveling through
the county with wagon selling various
thiuga on time. It almost locks like
they could sell "Billy" goats at fabu-
lous prices on time, thoun I am happy
to say Alliancemen eeiaoin bite at such
bait.

R H. Laxe.

"sXTe are O-ivin-g Tliem. jflwayl

BRO. LANE WRITES.

Do you want a copy of that great book

Labor Osrpite,!,
by the well known writer

Author of "The Golden Gems of Life," "Scenes Abroad," &c.

Here is tiie Way to Get It:
Every Saturday at 4 o'clock p m. we are going to mail a copy of thia book

Correspondence of The Progr. ssive Farmer.
Bellair, N. C.

Oar Alliance haa almost disbanded,
and most of the members seem to have
lost hope of doing anything in the
line of reform. I am looking for re-

form by sticking to the right not
through parties or patrons. I want to
see the farmers united and organized
and all good people standing togethtr.

The Progressive Farmer has im
proved greatly, and I come nearer
reading all in it than any of the eight
papers we take, though I have quit
reading such strong partisan, senseless
articles as our Bro. Kestler wrote some
time ago. If someone else had not re-
plied to him, I should. Such articles
do not improve anything, butenjender
strife.

I would like to find time to write you
an occasional article from our section,
but am rather too busy diggiDg a living
out of 36 acres of land for a family of
eight to find time to write much.

Yours fraternally,
Daniel Lane

r

to the person who sends us the largest list of subscribers during that weefc

ia concerned. There are eocial inequal

The book is handsomely bound and contains 536 pages. It should be in

EVERY HOME!
USEFUL BOOKS,

THE SECRETARY-TREASURE- R HAS SEVERAL USEFUL BOOKS THAI
SHOULD BE IN EVERY SUB-LODG- THE NAMES

. , AND PRICE3 ARE AS FOLLOWS :
V

oecreiary s jxoii tfook nicely arranged, new kind . .25
uecora or Membership 15 "
oecreiary s Keceipt 13ook, for dues, with sub 25 '
Secretary's Warrant Book, with stub... 30 "
Treasurer's Receipt Book, with stub 10 "
Secretary's Account Book 15 "

ities, and they are sharply marked as
above shown, but the social distinctions
arise not from ra ie, but from the causes
which creafco eocial distinctions in any
country where the people are of the
same race, a3 in France or England.
Juarez, the greatest man Mexico has
produced, waa a full blood Indian;
21k z. the present able President, is part
iidian, while many of the most dis
languished men have been of pure
Spv.iish descent, a race which ia as
white as the white raae this side of the
Bio Grande.

Tiie census give3 ten thousand aa tho
number of negroes in Mexico, an infini-teami- l

number in the total population.
Indeed, during my whole stay in the
apublic I saw only six negroes, of

"O! dear, dear. I am so tired and
weary. I have so many troubles and
trials. I wish I waj in reaven! ' Ycu
are not the only one who wishes you
were there.

Deafness Cannot bo Cared
by local applications as they cannot reach thediseased portion of the ear. There is only onaway to cure deafness, and that is by constitu-tional remedies. Deafness is caused by an in-
flamed condition of the mucous lining of thoEustachian Tube. When this tube is inflamedyou have a rumbling sound or imperfect hear-ing, and when it is entirely closed, Deafness 13the result, and unless the inflammation can betaken out and thi3 tube restored to its normalcondition, hearing will be destroyed forever:nine cases out of ten are caused by catarrh,which is nothing but an inflamed condition olthe mucous surfaces.

We will give One Hnndred Dollars for anycase of Deafness (caused by catarrh) that can-not be cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. Send tatcirculars; free.
vF' CHENEY & CO., Toledo, Q.

JfciT Sold by Druggists, 75c.
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