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EDITORIA L.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Speaking of Senator Peffer'a return
to the Republican party, an ¢xchange
gaye: ‘Had P.ff:r ever displayed a
sincereearnest conviction of the justice
of the cause of the masses against the
classes, reformers might regret bis de-
gertion to the corrupt Rspublican fold.
But a3 he has always been icsincare
and vacillating the cause iz better off
without him.” This, we find, i3 the
general sentiment of tha reform press.

Dear reader, the dullsummer months
are upon ue, and if the date on your
label is bebind the date of this isaue,
we earnestly reguest you to send at
least a part of the amount due asearly
as possible. We ara sure all delin
quents can at ecme time during the
summer send at least half the amount
dueus with: ut inconvenience. Toycu
this is & emall matter, but many small
mattera make quitea sum. Lot us
hear from you.

In the newapaper fleid of this State
the latest arrival ia the Herald, of
Jacksoaville,. Webater's Weekly bhas
been increasad ia size and ovherwise
improved and Mr. Edgar A. Poe be
comes as3ociate editor of the Lonior
Topic. Poeof Toe Progreasive Farmer
welcomes Poe of the Topic into the
brotherhoed. Among the papere re-
cently eatablished are the Smithficld
Qourier and Davie R:cord—both ke
publican in politica—and the Thomas-
ville Tribune, which 18 Democrat c.

The farmors of North Carolina do
not take enocugh interest in public mat
ters affecting their weifare We are
reminded of this by the discussion of
certain propoed changes in the man
agemecnt of our Agricuitural ani Me
chanical Coliege. Tae politicians and
frienda of those gecking positidons are
raisinz q'1ite a breez>» over the mastter,
but tha farmers themselves seem to b=
giving little thought to this “farmers’”
ecollege. These things cught net 80
to be.

The antitrut law eoact=! by the
lazt legislature contiaues to ba the ob-
jact of much ridicule, and a source of
disappointment to those who expected
better things of th2 G2neral Assembly
of '99 The Winston =Hentinel (D:a,)
saya: *“*The Governor of Texis has
pigned the anti trust bill passed by the
legialature of that Stateand now Texus
has an an'l 'rui3: law that means some-
thing and &ff)rdz a striking contrast
to the mizerable sub'erfuge enac:ed by
the lat> North Carolina l=gialature.”

We fear that our Alliance brethron
do not write to their crgan as often ae
they shculd, Many County Alliances
have mectinga of which we never hear
a word, and when no report is gent to
The P:ogressive Fairmar the brethren
in other counties are Eept in ignoraccse
of the mceting. These thoughts are
suggreted by the statement that the
last meeting of Alamance County
Alliance wag the best held in several
years. Y:t the infcrmation did not
reach u? until several weeks later and
then came, we might say accidentaliy,
in connection with a business letier
from one of cur Alamauce brethren.

Letters coataining originoal orders
having been losf, we have secured du
plicate money ordaora a3 follows: ¢1
issued to Jabez Hamrick, at Bhelby;
$#5 issurd tc J J Carpenter, at Coerry-
ville; $2 issued to A. J. Edmuadson, at
S8now Hill: §1 issued to J W. Tisdale,
at Old Fort, If the brethren mentioned
wiil wriie u2 ocn whose subscripiion
each amountshould be eredited, proper
credit will be given at once. In this
connection we wish to say that wa are
respoueible for all money esent by
check, postcilize or express money
order, or registe-ed letter, but are nog
responsible when sent inanyother way
These methods are absolutely safe.

That the trust strikee at the very
foundation of democratic ideas, 1=
agiin shown by an article in the Cos
mospolitan from a defender of trusts,
To the trust supporters popular gov
ernment is essontially wroog and tne
Coampolitan’a contributor therefore
plaicly saye: *“‘The accumulatirn of
vast capital in the bacds of a few men
i@ not a pubdlic evil. Civilizations as
yetbaveonly been created and direcsed
by a emall inteilsctual aristocracy,
never by crowds.” What do people
who bave been taught to reveremce
Aqnerican institutions and pricciplee
think of thaty

lar: but we wholly differ with Brother
Dowd in thinking the average North
Carolina D>:mocrat lcoks at it this
way. On the other band the dominant
forces of the party in ths State are
distintetly with the Observer and even
in Mecklenburg this observation must
have cccurred to many and to none
more strikingly than to DBr-other
Dowd.”

The B:1mon:-Sloane scandal and other
developments showiog the degradation
and sensuality of the ‘'upper 4007 of
New York's wealtby eociety causes
the Nashwille Christian Advocate to
say: ‘It is a great mistake to guppoee
that oniy very poor people are likely
to be very valgar in their tastes and
lives. As a matter of fact, the very
rich often excel in thie respect. Mere
wealth has no refining power. When
it if acjiired by doubtful means, and
hoarded or used only for seclfish ends,
it ie an instrument of moral and social
debasement., The riotous animalism
that displays ‘itezl{ now and then 10
the eocalled ‘‘upper classes” of the
great cities is a reproach to our bu
manity. Grossneas s none the less
base and repulsive when it clothes it
clottes iteelf in purple and fine linen
and farcs sum ptucusly every day. For
ourselves we prefer the unwashed and
half starved drab or drunkard to the
well fed and well dressed sinners who
live in fl igrant disregard of God's law.
As a menare to s)ciety and civiliza
tion the vulgar rich are more (0o be
dreaded than the vulgar poor.”

————ly & ——

Those peopla who yeiled *‘g2cialiam™
a%t those members of the last legislature
who wished to impose a tax upon the
groas earnings of railroada, should read
the foliowing from the pen of G ivernor
Roosevelt:

“‘There is evident injustice in the
light taxation of corporations. Ihave
aot the slighteet gympathy with the
outery against corporationg as such, or
sgainst prosperou? meon ol bueiness
To drive out of 8 community the men
of means ard the men who take the
lead 1n business enterprizes would
probably entail, a8 one of it ficst re
aults, the etarvation of a considerable
portion of the remainder of the popu
iation.

“But while I freely admit all this,
it yet remaing ftrue that a corporation
which acrives ita power from the Siate
should pay to the Siate a tax per cent
age of its earpings a8 returo for the
privilcgea it erjoya Thia should be
eapccialiy tru - for the franchises be
stowed upnn Zas Companics, strect rail
roads ~ d the hse”

And shat r..kes t13 ntterance of
greaier weight. (ne New York Repub
lican lczislatu-e has jisy puss=d the
Ford tax uilly embo‘ying
this priacipi- ! Tnia bill 1s well ¢zl +d
“‘the mo:t imsortant tax reform law
evere nac:xd by an Amorican legislativa
body.” *And we go marching on!’
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TEXAS ANTI-TRUST BILL,

The Texis anti-truat bill as passad:

First.—D.fiaca trusts and monopo-
liea,

Second.—The deflnition thereof cov
ers all pools,agreements, comoinations,
confederations or unders:andings to
regulate or fix prices on any article or
commodity or anything whatsoever,
as well as all agreements to fix and
maintaia fire insurapca.

Third.—D)nounces tha sale of any
commodity at le's than coit with in
tent of drivingoul ¢ ympetition

Fourth —Declares the eale of any
article manufactured by a trust or
monopoly as illegal and void acd re
leases the purchazer [rom the payment
thereof,

Filth.—D2nouncea the Asaociated
Pre:a and all commercial azsociations
whicih tead to maintain prices, and
subj-cia tham to penalties of the act.

8ixth. —Denounces the control of any
commodity in q 1antity and prics by a
monopoly and subj'cis such to the
penaltiea of the act.

Seveath.—Provid s that fees al-
lowed prosecuting atiorneys for prose
cutions under thig act shall be in ad-
dition o the fecs already allowed them
under the reguiar fee bill passed by
tbe Twenty fifch legislature,

Eighth. —Pcovidesan ufliiavit which
mus: be swora to, declaring that noane
of the above facta exist in any corpo
ration sceking to do busiaess in Texas,

Ninth - Tae bill becomes effsctive
January 31, 1900.
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The versatility cf the composers of
the lighter and more populsr forms
of sopge and instrumental music is
amply shown by the variety ¢ ntained
1o the new music for the curreat month,

There ie the song of the lovelorn and

any party who has examined it and
will say it ia fair. Oa the other hand
men of all parties admit that it gives
all the power to one poliiical machine.
Ia conversation with the writer re
cently, a man prominently spoken of
as the Democratic candidate for a high
offize, admitted that the new election
law is one of the most unwarranted and
unfairlawaever placad upon ourstatute
books. Ha found, he said, that fear of
the election law was at the bottcm of
-much of the ssntiment against the
C patitutional smendment. In the
pext campaign honest men in all par
tice should have their legislative can
didates pledge themseives to vote for
a fairer ana better eicction law—one
that will recogniz» more than one
party in the appoinment cf registrars
and election cffizere, Make your can
didate define his position—give you
something definite a8 to his idea of a
fair election law. Nearly all themem-
bers of the last legislature were pledged
to enact a "‘fair acd just” election law,
but they failed to define their ideas of
justica and fairness and the result the
world Enows.

We think Mr. Gill errs, how
ever, when he eaye that any con
giderable number of boys in this State
have vot sufficient educationsal advan
tages to enable them to learn to read
and write the Constitution belore 1908,
or that any considerable number have
not euflizient time to #siza these op-
portunities. Great economie, 8ocial
and political problema are to be sclved
by the young men of to day and the
boye who bccome men within the nex?t
score of years. sese young men
sh.u'd be prepared to vote and reason
iniolligently when these great prob
lems pressnt themaclves for solution.
The oppressora of the plain people wiil
ba cducated—no doubt about that.
The poor muist be educated in order
that they may not be duped into vot-
ing agaipsal their own intereets.

The time was when to vote intelli:
gontly roqured no education. Then
the political 1:8ue8 were comparatively
aimple. Thoe most lgnorent could de
¢ide whetuer he wanted or did not
want a protective tariff. But such
issues have sunk Infto insignificance.
Nowadays the voter is called upon to
solve greater queetions and more iotri
cate problems To vote intelligently
te must understand the causes and
effceta of trusts and monopolies; the
advantages ard disadvantages of frea
silver, and must kaow somoathing of
many other great gnuestions of which
the i'literate man cannot get a clear
idea Iunoranes and prejadice are the
two great foea of political puriiy—we
mighteay they ars one and ingeparable,
for igonorance inspires prijodice and
pr:j1iice foatera ignorarc2 by pre
venting a d=gire forreal enlightenment

E fucation alone cin conquer these
two coemiea of all real political pro
greea  The Conatitutional amendment
may hava some obj2ctionable features,
but we do not thiok the fact that it re
gnires an educationnl qaalification for
all voters who become of age after
1908 is an argument against it.

All must confess that the average
voter does not value the privilezes of
citigenship high enough. This should
be a matter of concern to every citizen
for the wvoter who for money, or
through ignorance or prejudice, helps
elect corrupt or incompetent cfiicers,
not only euffora the evila of bad gov-
ernment himself, but also forces the
officers of hiz chooslog upon the minor
ity. Lot us impreszs upon the voters
the power of the ballot ard the respon:
sibility resting upon thcee who use it;
and let voters impress upon politiciane
the eanctity of the ballot and the
righteous demand f{or fair and jus:
election laws.

e

“PROMISHS, LIKE PIg-CRUSTS,"

—_—

In the last Wational Ropublican plat
form wase the followiog plank:

*'Tha civil service law was placed on
the statute book by the R:publican
party, which has always eustained it,
and we renew our repeated dsciara
tione that i¢ ehall be thoroughly and
honest!y enforced and extended wher
ever practicable.”

In his Insugural addrees, referring
to this party pledge, Presideng Me
Kinley aaid :

“*Reform io the eivil eervice must go
on. Bar the chanzes should be real
and g-puine, not perfunctory or
prompted by zeal in bshalf of any
party because 1t happena to bs in
power.

**As a member of Congress I voted
ard epoke in favor of the pres>nt law,
and I ehall a tempt ite enforceman; in
the epirit in which it was enacted.

**The purpos2 in viey' was to sccure

and extended” according to promise,
‘‘doncher know:”’

WaASHIN3TON, May 29 —President
McKinley to day issued an order re-
moving absolutely from the operations
of the civil eorvice law about 5 000 of
the most important of places among
the 65 000 in the claesified lists.

THE PROGRAM.

_—

At last the gold standard leaders
have clearly and publicly outlined
their plan for “‘currency reform.” The
committee appointed by the Rspubli
can members of the last Congress for
this purpose has made ita report and
its programme is summarized a8 fol-
lows:

1. The redemption of all obligatione
of the government in gold on demand.

2 Greenbacke, when once redeemed
for gold, to be re issued only for gold.

3. Permitting National banks to iesue
notes to the par value of their govern-
ment bonda deposited in the Treasury,
inatead of 90 per cent., as at present.

4. Poermitting the minimum ecapital
of National banks to be $25 000, instead
of §50 0(0 as at present,

Such is the plan proposed by the
National bankers and their alliee,
What are YCU going to do about it?

S ey

“THE CRY OF THE CHILDREN.

Another importani matter which re-
ceived scme at'ention at the recent
commenc: ment of the Normal and In
dustrial College was that of child labor,
In an esany, entitled, **The Cry of the
Children,” Miss Susie B Saunders, of
Pitt county, vary properly rabuked
the voters of North Carolina for their
failure to interfere with this form of
glavery. Noticing this essay, Juige
Clark said:

**We are building up a great manu-
facturing intereat in North Carolioa.
We welcome the new era. We are
glad to hear the busy hum of the fac
toriesa upon a hundred hill sides. They
are giving employment to thoueands
cf our people who would otherwise be
out of employment and are furnishing
markets for the producs of our farm
ere But like my young lady friends,
[ have baen pained 1n watking amid
the loug lines «f whirling macbinery
1 aee the pale facos of children, 12 10,
8 yeara of age and cven leas, chalned
to their toil for 12 hours a day, with
their wistfu! eyes lcoking out through
the narrow casements towards the sun-
lighs which shines not for them, and
ssamped upon their poor, pitifui coun
tenane:s 1 have s2en the jearmmng,
which God bas plsced there, for the
fresh air, the green gras? and the rua-
ning brocks; and 1 have wondsred if
the mothars and sister= of this land
posseesed the right of suffrage, wheth-
er they a'so would cast their ballots
without pity or would they not say to
those wno sought their support for
geats in the legisiature: ‘Sira, ye shall
aee to it that they let these litsle pria
oners go {ree. Yo shall see to it taat
some brief breathing epac: shall bs set
between the cradls and their assump-
tion of the weary work of life; that
there may abide with them for a few
fleeticg years the rosy radiance of that
lost Eden which lingers only in the
hearis of little chiidren.””

Judge Clark 13 right, Nothiog is
plainer than that iorth Carolina
ghould follow the example of cur great
maaufacturicg States and prohibit the
employmsnt ot children under a cer
tain age in our factories. No: from a
bumanita-ian standpoint alone is thia
form of en:ld slavery to be coudemnpead.
The fact that thesa2 children, taken
from play and from eschool at an age
when they should 02 learning soma-
thing of the great world about them,
are to become, without further training
or instruct or, our fellow -zitiz2ee wi h
all the duticsa aud privilages of citi
zenehip—thia facs, we say, makes this
a matter ot concirn to the whola pec-
plet Bhalithe cry of tae children go
iopgerunheeaed

R e

“The books which belp yocu most are
thoee whizh make you think the most,
Taoe hardest way of learniog is by easy
readiog; every man that tries iy fiods
iteo. Bat a great book that comes
from & great thinker,—it is a ship of
thoughr, deep freighted with truth,
with beauty too. Is eaila the ocean,
driven by the winds of heaven, break
mmg the level sea of life into beauty
where it goes, leaving behind it a train
of eparkling lovelines, widening as the
ghip gies on. And what treasures it
brings to every land, scatteriog the
sceda of truth, justice, love and piety,
to blees the world in ages yet to come.”

| -——Thecdore Parker.

they have been. This is not good
policy. The negro must be educated.
The prosperity of both races depends
upon. With tbe ballot or without it,
a race condemned to perpetual igno-

rance cannot fail to be a menace toany

other race with which it lives. With
half its popula‘ion ignorant, and con-
scqiently indolent and vicious, DO
gtate can hope to reach the full meas-
ure of proeperity. Besides this, it i8
far from demccratic to deprive a part
of the population of the rights of citi
zonehip because of their ignorance and
then take away from them the posel
bility of eclighterment,

There seem:s to be a growing senti-
ment in North Carolina in favor of
dividing the echool fund to ine racee
according tc the emount of taxes paid
by each. But euch an arrangement
would, we beliave, be both upjast and
unwise. The educaticn of the negro ie
an egseatial part of the ‘*white man’'s
burden” in the South, and it must be
borne at the peril of a greater. “‘Toe
education cf all at the expence of &ll
for the good of ail,” i3 the only safe
motto.

Hon. H L. Whi fi ld, etate Superin-
tondent of Pablic Inetruction of Mis-
pigsippi writes us he does not favor the
proposed change —N. C. Jcurnal of

Education. .
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THE PUBLIC SCHOCLS.

E rery farmer in the land feels, or
ougnt to feel, a deep and abiding inter
est in the public echeols, for they are
the ¢ c100l of “'last resort” to the great
majority of the future farmers. How
ever important high schoole and col-
leges may be, the public scbools wiil
long remain the fiaishing school for
many farmers’ children. Tae time has
come when the elementary priaciples
of science that ucderlie the successful
practice of agriculiure aad horucul
ture, or ‘‘nature studies,” should be
taught in all our public schools, In
ordar to cuitivate a love for rural iife
and rural affaire among our children
and theredy train them for the higher
agricultural education in our agricul
tural colleges - Prof. T. C. Atkeson.

-

The sudden and entirely uns xjected
death of R sweil P. Filower last Fri
day night at Estport, L I, created a
great stir in fiadncial circles, and mauy
who had been rich, as they counted 11,
became paor within a few short hours,
and others are eaid to have been made
rich aa quickly. Mr. Flower was
directinzg toe *'bu!l” campaign ia Wall
gtreet. Behicd him were maoy of the
leading fi :ancisrs of the street, and
the week had been peculiarly ¢xciting
to Mr. Flower. Toe ¢veniog puapers of
last Friday were filled with accounts
of bis remarkable career. He had pa:d
off $5 000 000 in obligations duriog the
few precedic g aays, they eaid, and
was ila beutter position thaa ever to
“hold up” the eecurities with which
his name was connscted. ‘“*When the
announcement of his sickness was re
ceived,” eaid the veracious chrooicier
of events, *‘the bears began to pound
Flower stcck, and came nearly start
ing a panic”—a brotherly sense of ob
ligation expressed in the beautiful way
to which Wall etreet gentlemen arse
accuatomed, Mr. Fiower died that night
and the nex; morning the *‘‘poundizg”
began No: only did the siocks wiih
which M- Fiower had been particular-
ly identified suffer, but others as well,
aud events in Wall street were in the
highest degree exctiting. Oanly the
perve and coolaess of tke F.ower fac
tion saved the day, but as it wag, 1t
proved a *‘biack daturday” for many
of the gamblers. The entire incident
servae only to illustrate the inher:nt
cruelty of this sort of commerc aism.
Manhood, brotnernood, ail ths finer
fecelinge, thcee amenitiea which make
life worth the liviag, are swallowcd up
in a selfizboess whica knowsa no himits.
Is the game worth the cardic?—Far-
mers Voice.

—tly 4 —

A BRAVE ACT.

Talk about the days of chivalry
wben men ventured their life for the
beausiful lady of their love—the
Luncelots and Arthurs are noi more
worthy to be embalmed in £05g and
gtory than the old Georgia Uoufed-
erate who pui® his life in jeoparcay in
the attempt to eave the life of an hum
bie nezro who he declared was inno-
cens of the crime for which he per
ished,. When a mesgenger from the
mob advised Msj Flowers to leave the
town for his own good, the old gzentle
man made this reply that ehowsa
heart aa brave &8 that which beas in
the bravest knight of King Arthur’s

court. “‘Tell them that the muscles | when writing to advertisers.

the Georgia atrocity and chiyg

figure who will live in history is-l‘ml!
the leader of the mob who Jeg G oyt
others infraclion of the law, but %
fighting Confederate who had gy, :§e
dom and courage to tell his infurig i
neighbors that the best proge cuu;&.l
Southern womanhood is to he (g, b
in lawful banging, and not in the :d
certain execution of a mob, evig Whnb
that mob is animated by (he '-atu?
indignation that every true g4y k__;u
at the crime that transccrdas)) "-'ii?:
—Julian 8. Carr. .

ROBBERS- -ANCIENT Axnp MO
ERN.

Today’s progress is based op gy,
edy, like religion bas:d on tragedy g
the crucifixion. In times gop,e h;
armiea oppreseeed the people. Tigy .
had Runnymedes 8ad barons. py,
was then used. Now we haye ing.
rect, evagive vppression. T cygiy now
corquers. The trust eystem isap ¢
ample of indirect oppression, They
cloak themzelves under the theory ofy
combipation, right of contract, bey
are all right 1o theory: in pragy
false. A monarchy in theory i3 tight
if the theory inciudes a perfect mag g
the heed of the government, Bufmgy
are not yet perfect, there’oregpy,
archy means cppreesion. 8 it is with
the trusts,—W. W, Ktchen,

— weror—
FAILURE OF THE TWOQ-Py
SYSTEM,

Writing of Prof. Trent’s lceturs g
“‘Cosmopolitianism and Partiss” g
Weke Forest Commencement, th
B blical Recorder eays:

The bosa syszem, the failure ol my
nicipal government, the carruption o
Lgisiaturea aand of Congres, the
Jdegeneracy of the Benate, the failure
to cope with the Trust problem, the
unzettled race question, (he blunden
of the war, thesa and many mors indi
cations of folly and weakness wen
calied to bear witness of our politiel
fol ies. Hi3 analysia of the eituation
coneisted of this To tnis s1tusrtion be
attributed the fart ¢f the abaence.
men of hercic stature (rom the org
of American public life. The uondely
ing cause of this eituation, he unde
took to maintain, 1e tne two pariy i
tem in our country. A man caumi
vote for priaciples a3 he bo'dsthem
Ha cac choose only the lesser cf evik
Leaders are geiected by busge: or upll
the making of a successful apeeth.
Qar fuadamentals ars good. ourm
chipery is not oad; bu: tha poamg @
at fault—ihat 8 she ipstrumenslly
for the transmiasion of pawer—1or 190
party system—is the fauit. We ¥
failed to adapt our politic:l mail
ery to the changed world ia »rica ¥
are livicg. The party eyster & Wil
ing cld ; it becomes decrepit. Taerek
2o hope of rcform. What ¥ the
remedy$ The epeaker vouchss'*®
sure one. B it he commended wht b
called the *'Group sys:em of Gzrmio
apd France,” the increase of independ
ence, the increase of factions ¢
aboition of absolute party lines, the
g=iting away from the idea that (e
can be only two parties. The meﬂlF’f
the address ia that the state of ¢f3®
demands serious attention from ¥
young man, the student; and the larger
lesson 18 that all public acton ghould
be projscted from a world wide eym
pathy.

—_— s
The following center shot by Jud#
Powell, of Mississippi, hit tbe pull®
eye in the middle. Hear him: " The
reason of our poverty is nou bard¥
find. Take our average Cilizéd. He
gets up in the morning and puls oné
psir of socks from Lynn., M | puté
on & pair of shoes from Boston; s £
of clotbes from Philadelphis; 28"
to breakfast, draws up a chair wade P
Chicago, and eats from a table whic
came from OCiccionati; sweeiesf ~
ccffse from Rio with sugar from L7V
isiana; takes a slico of ham cured ¥
St. Louie and buttera a bigcuit of ¥°
nesota fl ur with olecmargsrice ¥2
came from the Lrd knowe where: !
eats South Carolina or Louicisnd 1'10‘;
and even the very grit3 upon bif “"Le
were ground in some northers mill;
goes to his stable and puts @ gel ™
harness on & mule from Ken!Wo™:
hitches it to a wagon from Il.lmo
and drives ovir to his ne:‘gh__h‘rﬂ =
complains of bard times. ¢ cou™
times are bard when everymlr'gp“"
ple eat, drink, wear and drive cou;e
trom s)mewhere else, and 007 "
atmosphere which he breathef 1

home institution.”
—_— e ——

Mention The Progressive

18

Farn®




