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The Home Circle.

THE FIST DAY OF SPRING.

O! thou bright and beautiful day,
First bright day of the virgin spring,

Bringing the slumbering life into play,
Giving the leaping bird his wing!

Thou art round me now in all thy hues,

Thy robe of green and

thy scented sweets,

In thy bursting buds, in thy blessing dews,

In every form that my

footstep meets. 4

I hear thy voice in the lark’s clear note,
In the cricket’s chirp at the evening hour,

In the zephyr's sighs tha

t around me float,

In the breathing bud and the opening flower.

I see thy forms o'er the parting earsh,

In the tender shoots of

the grassy blade,

In the thousand plants that spring to birth,

On the valley's side in

the home of shade.

I feel thy promise in all my veins,
They bound with a feeling long suppressed,
And, like a captive who breaks his chains,
Leap the glad hopes in my heaving breast.

There are life and joy in

thy coming, Spring!

Thou hast no tidings of gloom and death :
But buds thou shakest from every wing,
And sweets thou breathest with every breath.

— William Gilmore Simms.

THE COUNTRY SCHOOL-HOUSE AND ITS GROUNDS: AN AID
TO AGRICULTURAL TRAINING.

Bometimes the country school
hounse has extensive and well-kept
grounds, but oftener it is in a pas-
ture, a cultivated field or a wood-
lot. In these instances, although
the play-grounds are usually ade-
quate, the opportunities for object-
lessons in natural history and in va-
rious profitable but incidental lines
of study may not be recognized.

The young farmer cannot be intro-
duced to nature too soon, and should
never be fong separated from her ob-
ject lessons. Suitable text-books de-
signed to lead him by easy stages
are still few and not well arranged.

We live in an age of specialized
work, amd men of education must
usnally, if they would become im
pressive, confine their inquiries to
one channel. The farmer deals with
soils, plants and animals, with heat
and cold—in short, with nature in
her variéd forms and manifesta.
tions. It would seem wise, in the
interest of the commonwealth and of
himself, that he should be made

thoroughly acquainted with soils and |

their composition, with the life of
plants and animals, and with the va.
rious species that may be expected
to flonrish in particular localities
and climates.

Yet although the farm keeps the
balance of trade in the nation’s
favor, furnishes two-thirds of our
exports, contributes to our manufac-
turing supremacy by providing cheap
food for our mechbanics, compara-
tively little has been done toward ed-
ucating the farmer for his work.

To be sure, the United States has
done more for him than any other
country. In 1862, Congressendowed
agricultural colleges to teach the
sciences relating to agriculture. In
1867, experiment stations were pro-
vided for, where research might be
made into the operations of nature.

But considering that Americans
pay more money for public education
than any other people on earth, a
oomparatively small proportion of
the sum isdevoted tostimulating and
aiding that half of our pecple who
cultivate the soil. The tendency of
primary education has been to lead
the country youth away from the

The country boy is usually bash-
ful, and has little to say to new ac-
quaintances ; the flowers would get
into his confidence sooner than most
strangers. He woud not miss home
and mother and familiar things so
much.

Instructive lessons about annuals,
biennials and perennials could be
taught as the years go by. The
names of the plants and of their
several parts would be memorized
much more readily from the living
subject than from a book. At re-
cess and during the noon hour much
of the plant lore given to the more
advanced students would be dealt out
by them to the beginners. Young
people do not hide things under a
bushel. The study of nature’s book
is never regarded as a task, and
what she tells us in her own peculiar
way finds almost always an open
mind and a retentive memory.

In the very best rural schools are
found herbariums, fishes preserved
in alcohol, samples of rocks, soils,
woods and minerals. There are few
districts in any of our States that
| cannot afford these collections, and
| there is no good reason why the
' country teachers should not use out-
' of-door object-lessons that are &o
' abundant, so inviting, and altogether
| s0 appropriate for the best develop-
ment of the young farmer.

Heat and moisture are good ser-
vants of the cnltivator when con-
trolled, but severe masters where,
through ignorance, they are per
mitted to have their own way. Their
potent influence on production is
generally overlooked in the educa-
tion of the farmer. The subject is
certainly neglected entirely in most
of our country schools, important
thought it may be to the future
welfare of the child.

Advanced research to discover the
effects of heat and moisture on pro-
duction is receiving some attention
at our agricultural colleges, and
valuable results are available to the
students who reach the colleges ; but
these are comparatively few in num
ber. The State college endowed by
Congress offers to the farmer a kind

farm instead of helping him in the
study of those sciences relating to
production. It would be politic and |
patriotic toincorporate into the farm |
youth's education some knowledge |
that shall bear more directly upon |
his future life and work.
THE VALUE OF FLOWERS

And first, the grcund around the
schoolhouse could be made to speak
ount in a language easily intelligible
to the youth whose eyes have been |
familiar with nature from the days
of the cradle

Flowers should abound in the
schoolhouse grounds. They are
among the hest of educators, for
they develop taste und a love for the
beautiful, and make men sensitive |
to the attractive and lovely, in town |
or eountry, in field or forest. '

Moreover, the flower of the plant
has an economic use, concerning
which the scholar should be in-
formed. Nuature designed it to in
vite the wayfaring insect, and we'
can employ it to delizht the child in
ite first journey away from home.
Little pecple, in fair weather, should
not sit long at a time on benches in
school. The lawn should be arrunged
for their pleasure, und in any such
arrangement flowers cannot be
omitted. Although their language
will not be immediately understood,
tLe child will, by gradual acquaint-
ance, learn to know and love them.
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of intermediate stage of education,
but he is given no practical begin-
ning in the common school, and
there is no university in which, after
graduating from college, he might
carry on specialization.

CARING FOR THE GROUNDS.

Many of us have distinet reool-
lections of disagreeable schoolhouses
and grounds. We ought to arrange
matters so that different impressions
will be made on the little people who
now ventare from home and go to
school. We should associate as many
attractive things around the school-
house as can be brought together,
just as we make the parlor the most
beautiful room at home in order that
our friends may be pleased while
they visit us.

Flowers and plants are most pleas- |
ing additions to the house as well as |
to the lawn. Students should be
taught the daily tare necessary to
heve healthy and genutiful flower-
ing plants, the uses of the spray, and
the remedies for infesting or destruc- |
tive insects. |

The children of a schoolroom will |

watch with interest the unfolding |

of new leaves, the first appearance of
a bud, and finully the bursting petals
of a beautiful Dblossom.

should be urtistically laid out on
| each schoolhouse lawn can be eaged

with neat, blooming border plants.

The pupils would always delight in
caring for and protecting them.

Flower-beds on the lawn are pretty
if properly made. A few hyacinth
bulbs planted in the fall make almost
as early reminders of Spring as the
hepatica or the ambitious crocus that
laughs at a snow-bank. The hya
cinth bulb is interesting from the
moment it peeps through the ground,
and its flowers are satisfactory, too,
because they last longer than those
of most other early bloomers.

The gathering of seeds from all
trees, shrubs and plants should be
encouraged. If all the seeds be
saved, pupils whose parents huve
not encouraged flower culture may
be induced to make little flower
gardens at homes and incidentally to
take pride in the appearance of the
yard.

LESSONS IN FORESTRY.

Young people attending the coun-
try school would soon learn the
names of all the trees indigenous
to the mneighborhood. If the pupils
would gather the seeds of the trees
at different seusons when they are
ripe, the teacher would have an ob-
ject-lesson to assist her in conduct:
ing nature studies. Methods of pre-
serving the seeds through the win
ter and the habits of growth of the
different varieties wounld be studied
with intense interest and never for-
gotten. As the pupils visited new
neighborhoods and new countries,
their early forestry lesssons would
be valuable in enabling them to add
to their knowledge of sylviculture.

The great life-work of BSenator
Morrill of Vermont, assisted by
other far-seeing American states-
was the endowment of institutions
in each State in the Union, where
the sons and daughters of Ameri-
ican farmers could study the sciences
that relate toagriculture and domes.
tic economy. A great question, how-
ever, is the proper preparation of
young country people for entering
these agricultural colleges. The
preparation must be given by the
country school-teacher, and the
query presents itself, ‘*How shall the
teacher be fitted for this work?'"

In most of oOur States we have
normal schools for teachers, yet
some of our Btate agricultural col
leges have not succeeded simply be-
cause the instructors had been edu-
cated in institutions that gave them
too little of the science relating to
agriculture. Progressis being made;
the student of soils, plants and ani
mauls is finding his place in the class
room ; but the giving of direction
and bent toward the agricultural
college must begin with the farmers’
children in the country school-house,
and to this end we should have ob
ject-lessons on the school-house
grounds.

The dry ranges of the great West
are being rapidly destroyed by inju-
dicious grazing. The beautiful val-
leys of the mountain states are being
rendered barren by the unwise appli-
cation of water. The great wheat-
fields from the Missouri River to the
Pacific Ocean are losing their fertil-
ity, and the grains are losing their
nitrogenous content by continual
robbery of the soil. Summer fal-
lowing and the sowing of one crop
in two years are becoming univer-
sal.

The young farmer attending the
district school could readily be taught
what a plant gets from the soil and
what 1t gets from the air. The sev-
eral grasses could be planted, and
their office in filling the soil with
humus, enabling the soil to retain
misture, could be explained. The
legnmes—peas, beans, clover and al-
falfa—could be grown in the school-
house yard, and during recess or at
the noon hour the teacher could in-
terest the students by digging up a
young pea or clover root and show-
ing the nodules, whose office it is to
bring the free nitrogen from the at-
mosphere and fix it in the scil. The
pupils would see that some relation
exists between the size of the nodule
and the fruit of the legume. Asa

Withonut |
much extra labor the paths that

plant grows older and blooms and
seeds begin to form, the matter
found i the nodules rises in the
plant to help make seeds, leaving
the nodules like oid egg-shells from

1 which the birds have been hatched.

The microscope could be brought
into use in the study of the soils,
and microscopic plants could be
studied, special attention being paid
to those that change fertilizer into
plant-food.

STUDYING THE INSECTS

Entomological studies might very
well be carried on around the coun-
try school-house. The wild bee
goes from flower to flower of the
clover plant seeking pollen with
which to.build her eells or honey
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store in them. The performs a very
usetul labor for the farmer by carry-
ing pollen from flower to flower.
The people around Charleston who
raise early cucumber in greenhouses
for the ewurly markets find it neces-
sury to use the brush in distributing
pollen, but they take care to have a
swarm of bees to do the work as
soon as the weather is warm enough.

Tens of thousands of Smyrna fig-
trees that should produce the most
valuable fig of commerce, brought
from the Turkish Empire and plan-
ted on the Pacific coast, have never
ripened truit except when artificial
pollination was practised. An ento-
mologist, visiting the trees, told the
owners that what was needed was a
little wasp that lives on a wild fig
in the mneighborhood of Bmyrna.
Atter repeated efforts, that little fly
has been brought from its Asiatic
home, and is now domiciled in the
fig orchards, ready to help the peo-
ple of that meighborhood to begin a
new industry.

The attention of the young far-
mer at the country schoolhouse
could be gradually drawn, by easy
stages, from one insect to another.
A little help by the teacher would
arouse in the student intelligent in-
terest in our insect friemds and ene-
mies. g

Children shonld be encouraged to
bring specimens to school, colle;tions
could be made, and the students
name associated with every new dis-
covery. In all these ways the stu-
dent cun be brought to an under-
standing of nature, living and inani-
mate, to knowledge that will develop

head and hand and  heart —
Hon. James Wilson, BSecretary of
Agriculture, in The Youth's Com-
panion.

As soon the young ducks or geese
are hatched, don't put them in the
water thinking because they can
swim they ought to be in the water.
Keep them out for 15 or 20 days,
and thus avcid having a number
lame with rheumatism, and slow to
grow. Of course, give them plenty
of water to drink and enough to eat.
Have a lot fenced off, with plenty of
grass and a good pond in it. Don't
have them running at large, destroy-

ing more than they are worth. If
for market sell just as soon as large
enough. Don’t keep them till they
‘‘eat their heads off.”—D. T. Whit-
mer, Hagle Rock, Va.

The farm furnishes the best train-
ing school school for boys that has
yet been found. Its curriculum is
such as tends to strengthen the body
and the mind and qualify a boy for
a practical and useful life. The
weak, worthless and vicionselements
of society naturally drift into the

cities and make bad environments.
If a boy desires to have his name ap-
pear in the biographical dictionary
in the future, let him spend hisearly
vears on the farm —William Larra-
bee, ex-Governor of Iowa.
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CULTIVATE THE BEAUTIFUL.

John Wanamaker says that one of
the most beautiful sights he ever
saw was in the Museum of Arts.
‘“When the twelve o’clock signal
for dinner sounded,”” he says,
“‘two hod carriers came through the
galleries and stood awed and fasci-
cated as they studied the pictures;
and, as those men stood there, I felt
they were being lifted up nearer to
the angels.”’

Ruskin and many other great
souls made it a rule never to allow
an opportunity for seeing anything
really beautiful, inspiring, or up-
lifting, to pass without improving it
Almost everyone, even the man
whose daily routine is filled in
with dradgery and the most prosy
details, can manage to see some-
thing beautifulevery day, something
that will bring a gleam of light and
sunshine, an uplifting influence into
his dull life.

One should never go past any bean
tiful object, whether a park, a tree,
or the flowers in the show window
of a florist, withoutf pausing to enjoy
a glimpse of the loveliness and har-

mony which nature is constantly
holding out to us. These passing
gleams of beauty become stratified
in our lives, and are more powerful
inflnences in character forming than
we appreciate.

A plant which a poor city girl
brought to a flower-show took a
prize, and people who knew in what
a wretched, sunless attic she lived,

Our Social Chat.

# EDITED BY AUNT JENNIE, RALEIGH, N.C. #

KS to this department of

e i wmmal?i}eiuﬁ"l:gmer, we have some of _tihe
most wide-awake and progressive ynun%md GE
and young men and some of the mosten lsmd
ing writers among the older people of this an
otger States, the ages c;]f t.m: t?;mbem ranging
from sixteen to more thon sixiy.

YOU ARE REQUESTED to join by send
us a letter on some subject of general interes
and writing thereafter as often as possible.

WHEN WRITING, give full name and t~
office address for Aunt Jennie’s information.
If you do not wish your real name to agopear
in print, give name by which you wish be
known ag a Chatterer.

TWO WEEKS OR MORE must, as a rul
elapse between thbeilti rge a letter is written an

i ublication.

thgg?)tﬂ%%éaa ] letters to AuntJ ennge, care of
The Progressive Farmer, Raleigh, N. C.

AUNT JENNIE'S LETTER.

—

Another county heard from:
Uncle Dan comes from Craven, and
we are glad to have him with wus.
I hope each member of the Circle
will read his letter and suggest
plans for maintaining interest ina
“reading circle” in the country.
There is nothing more conducive to
sociability and the general upbuild-
ing of a meighborhood than such a
society.

Nellie is with us after having been
absent some time. Her letter is a
thoughtful one.

Mrs J. L. D. re-appears this week
in a helpful letter.

And still a number of favorite
members of the Circle have been
long absent. Can't we have a re-
union of them? Whe will be first to
returns AUNT JENNIE.

CRAVEN RESPONDS.

DEAR AUNT JENNIE:— Will you
allow one who has passed
the threescore years, to join the
Social Chat? I have looked for some
time to find a Chatterer from Craven
county, and as I see none yet, I feel
that our noble old county should be
be represented.

We are in the ‘“‘low grounds’ of
the Old North State, but by no
means the ‘‘poor grounds,’’ for the
variety of our productions is hardly
equalled either in quantity or diver-
sity. We are behind, however, in
two very important points that make
true progress. Our public roads are
poor, and our school houses in the
country are far behind what they
ought to be.

Will some member of Social Chat
tell us how to make a ‘‘reading
circle’’ successful in the country
among farmers? It is mneeded
very much to stimulate mind and
heart, but how to keep an interest
is the point we desire. Perhaps some
have been successful; if so, let us
know the plan, as farmers are so
secluded because of their vocation
that they so often neglect the social
and educational privileges that
should always be cultivated. Perhaps
the new move in helping the schools
to get libraries, will be an incentive
to move the people up to their duty.

As many of us about here are
troubted with weak eyes, I am glad
to learn from Kentuckienne how we
may improve our eye-glasses by a
vigorous bath. I think to give it a
trial very soon but cannot expect to
make young eyes of mine any more
till sight is perfected in the ‘““won-
derful country’ where ‘‘we shall
see a8 we are seen.’’

UNcLE DAN.
Craven Co., N. C.
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A HOUSEEEEPER'S DISCOVERIES.

DEAR AUNT JENNIE :(—May I come
in and chat with youn? It is so cold
and dreary. We are having winter
weather just when we were thinking
that spring was here. The seeds
have have been sown in the garden
nearly two weeks and still some of
them have not dared to show their
heads above ground. The beans, I
fear, have decayed, and fresh seed
will have to be put in before we can
hope for a stand. The fruit is safe
thus far, and I hope that there will
be a good crop. It is such a help at
all times but seems especially so in
the spring before we can gather
vegetables from the garden.

I must tell youn all a joke on my-
self. Not long since I prepared my
flour and other ingredients for some
good old fashioned ginger bread.
Everything was in the tray before I
found that I had no ginger. Imagine
how I felt! Well, I could not waste
things, so I added a teaspoonful of

spice, one of cinnamon, half a nut-
meg and a little wvanilla, and pro-
ceeded to make my cakes. If T had

expressed surprise that she could
grow so0 beautiful a plant in such a |
place. ¢Oh,”” she replied, ‘“‘a little |
sunlight comes into the alley every |
day, and I kept changing my plant |
to get as much of it as possible. Thut
is what made it beautiful.”

There is a great lesson for us in
this little story. We may be sur
rounded by the most forbidding en-

> ° $0 brighten life.

vironment, and yet we can manage,
in some way, to get sunlight h |
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not to'd on myself, I do not think
any one would have detected the lack
of ginger; in fact, some members
of the family seemed to relich them
more than ‘they really do ginger
cake.

I made another discovery to day.
My fish pan is an iron one and you
all know how greasy a negro gets
cooking utensils. 8o I seraped
Bill an™Tom, sn’ Dick,:an’ it keeps
me a-goin’ from day
—Atlanta C 1tnt

neta LConst 1L
AP S S PR oy

-
[ L et
S <o e et -4

b=t SR e

ht to dark|”|

and scoured, but all feemeq Gf*--.

avail, so I deliberately Carrigg i
an open fireplace and gentl, 1u:-'
over the coals. In an honr Ihuqdf“
all appearances) & new puy Iy
thoroughly cleanand a joy 1 1, i
There are other iron thing. inj
kitchen that I mean to «y
like treatment.

I am so glad that we are ¢, he
public school libraries. The g .
here will have one and my chilg '
will be benefited by free wopg,
it, thus gaining much '*"“'*“"ie;j
that they would otherwiss }}eg
prived of. With best wisge f
edach member of the Circle, |
Mgs J. L p
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THE LESSON TAUGHT BY SICKNgg

. |
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DEAR AUNT JENNIE :(—If jjug beey
8o long since I have written 4 word
to Social Chat that I hardly gy,
how to commence, but I fee] j iy
duty to write enough to let yoyy
know that I am still reading ungg,
joying the good letters writteyy,
those more competent thun mysy
I am a poor writer, anyhow,
since I have two little childrep t
bother me, I seldom have un oppy,
tunity to write. My little girl] ty,
years old, has been sick neurlyy)
the winter. Then la grippe camg
and all in the house were sick at
same time. I think all that huve g,
perienced a trouble like this wil] g
cuse me for not writing sooner,

But is there no lesson to be learng
from these afflictions?

We do not know how to valp
health till it seems to be slipping fron
our grasp. I often think that sick
ness is sent on us for our own good-
to call to our attention the blessing
we receive each day that we had ng
realized before. And after the
trouble has passed away, and we
know that God again has remen.
bered us, we feel more thunkin
than words can express. So even
these troubles work out God's right
eous purposes, and we realize that
all things happen for the best.

Wishing you all much joy und sue-
cess, NELLIE,

Duplin Co., N. C.
THE BATTLE OF GUILFORD COURL

HOUSE IN A NEW NOVEL.

r—

‘“When Blades Are Out and Love's Afield”
Announced by The Lippincotts.

The people of Greensboro, ufter
having so long and lovingly lubored
for the Battle Ground cause, should
find peculiar pleasure in the notiee
that is now being taken of the sub
ject of the battle far and wide
throughout the country, all of which
comes from the patriotic lubors of
beautfying and caring for the battle
field. Btories of this battle ure now
a fud with the magazines and pupers
and even a book is now announced
by the big publishing house of Lip
pincott & Co. The name, ‘‘When
Blades Are Out and Love's Afield," *
is itself romantic, and the publishers
make the following announcement
of it:

“A typical novel in Mr. Brudy®
best style this,—a tale or war and
love in the Revolutionary fimes
The scene is laid in the country
around Greensboro, North Caroling
and the chief action that known 48
the Battle of Guilford Court House,
when General Greene met Cornwal
lis und inflicted suoh damage upod
the seasoned troops of the lutter,
that though technically victorions,
he was forced to fall back upon Wil
mington, and the British advance
into the south was checked. ‘The
day after the battle’, writes Mr.
Brady, ‘abandoning the severely
wounded to the Americans, (oro-
wallis without baggage and supjlied
gave up the field he had so gullantly
contested and obtained, and begal
that march towards the couast, which
threw him into the arms of Wusl-
ington and de Rochambeau at York:
town. Greene immediutel_; reocel
pied the field and dispathced Lee und
Colonel Washington to harruss 'he
retreating British soldiery.’ 8o much
for the flashing blades Mr. Brady
knows so well how to depict. —
Greenshoro Telegram.

“It's a queer worl’,”’ said tie old
man, ‘‘when you come to think 1t
over. You know, I eddicated J!™
fer a lawyer?”

“Yes."

‘““An’ Bill fer a preacher?"’

“‘Exactly.”

“An’ Tom fer ome o' those her®

literary fellers?”’

“I've heard so."

“An’' Dick fer a doctor?"’

“Yes.”

“Well, now, what do you recko?
I'm a-doin’ of?"”’

 “Can’t say.”

““Well, sir, you mout not beliey®
b Tt e grnnostin? of Jim gl
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