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“ “THE INDUSTRIAL AND KDUCATION-
AL INTERESTS OF OUR PEOPLE PARA-
MOUNT TO ALL OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
or StaTE PoLioY,' is the motto of The
Progressive Farmer, and upon' this
platform it shall rise or fall. Serving
no master, ruled by no faction, cir-
pumsoribed by no selfish or narrow
policy, its aim will be to foster and
promote the best interesta of the
whole people of the State. It will be
trune to the instincts, traditions and
history of the Anglo-Saxon race. On
all matters relating specially to the
great interests it represents, it will
speak: with no uncertain voice, but
will fearlessly the right defend and
im ially the wrong condemn.'’—
From Col. Polk’s Salutatory, Feb.
10, 1888
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Be sure to give both old and new addresses in
ordering change of postoffice.

PROGRESSIVE FARMER I8 the Official
of the North Carollna Farmers' State

Alliance.

THE

When sending ;our renewal, be sure to give
szactly the name on label and postoffice to
which the copy ot paper you recelve Is sent.

DISCONTINUANCES—Responsible subscrib-
ers will continue to receive this journal until
the publishers are notified by letter to dlscon-
dnne, when all & must be paid. If you
do not wish the journal continued for another
ygear after your subseription has expired, yon
thould then notify us to discontinue it.

RENEWALS—-The date opposite your narme
an your Eaper. or wrapper, shows to what time
your subscription is patd. Thus 1 Jan. '00,
shows that payment has bgen received up o
Jan. 1, 1800: 1 Jan. 01, to Jan. 1, 1901, and so on.
Two weeks are req\t;lired after money I8 re
seived before date, which answers tor a receipt,
san be changed. If ot properly changed within
two weeks after money ig sent notify us

We invite correspondénce, news [tems, sug

onlture, poultry mising, stock breedln$, dalry-
ing, horticulture and “garding; woman’'s work,
iterature, or any subject of interest to our lady
readers, young people, or the famil ﬁenemlly:
ablic matters, current events, political %ues-
ons and rmcfplm. ete.,—in short, any subject
dlscussed ?n an all-round farm and family news-
per. Communications should be free trom
personalities and party abuse,

Before the end of this year North
Carolina showld have at least 150
rural free delivery routes instead of
11 as at present; and 500 rural seliool I
libraries instead of 104 as at present.
& Fipst come, first served.”

Tell your neighbor.

- —— —

LOCAL INTEREST IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Not only must the citizens of North |
Carolina, as a mass, sapport the
cause of populur education, but the
people of each mneighborhood, as a
distinct body of citizens, must feel
an independent, unconnected inter-

ext ih their own publid schools, and
gtand ready to remedy any short |

comingzs on the purt of the Stute If
the State hus not jrovided eompul
sory education, let the publivspirited
men and womem pers nally urce the
attendance of ali children in

4
|h’!

gthe district; let the force of an|

aroused public opinion be bronght to |
bear npon negligent parents. Neither |
you nor the careless father can say
that the education of other people’s
children is no problem of yours, for
it is a question which shounld be
studied by all that are interested in
the welfare of others. These chil-
dren are scon to become men and |
women, and if ignorart and illiter
ate, their presence will lower the |
standard of intell’gence und progress |
of the community and the State in |
which they live. Faurthermcore, in |
failing to provide an edacation for|
children unablée to see their own in

rests, the parent iS 1n 4 measare
committing = crim= against those
who have a right to demand thut Le
spare no effort to fit themm for life's |
duties. Let pablic sentiment make
this plaio to all.

And if the State has failed to pro-|
vide for maintaining the pubiic)
schools a sufficient length of fime,
let the patrons supply the deficiency |
by maintaining a subscription school. |
Let usinsist that the State invest
liberally in public schools—invest, |
we say, forit is an investment rather
than an appropriation—and let us |

not deal gently with the legislator |
who mneglects the cause of public
education. But whatever is done,
by the State, let each
school distriet do its part. |

Quite a lengthy introduction is
this we hsave written, but these
thoughts were suggested by the fol- |
lowing paragraph from the Ashboro
Courier, and we give it in full: i

““It is a mistake to depend entirely |
upon fthe State fo# full support of
the public schools. There must be
local help. The thing needed most

is local taxation to supplement the
public school funds. Much can be !

done by subscription in extending
the length of the schools. Local
effort must be exerted 1n some way.
Active energetic teachers can do
much to improve conditions.”

‘“WIDE-OPEN" FAIRS.

The position of The Progressive
Farmer upon the ‘‘wide-open’ fair
is well -known. More than once
have we felt it our duty to protest
against the resultant evils'in North
Carolina State Fairs—evils, however,
by no means confined to our oom-
monwealth. ' But the managers say
that without these questionable ‘‘at-
tractions” the Fair cannot be made
to pay. This was the criticism made
upon the management of Mr. R. H.
Battle, whose high sense of honor
cansed him to purge the Midway of
its vulgar shows and rid the 1899
Fair of all indecent features. We,
however, have always insisted that
such a course would win for the
Fair the heartier support of the
best beople of the Btate, and soon
make it more profitable and success.
ful. That we are not alone in this
view is evidenced by the following
statement furnished us last week by
the Civic Committee of Boston:

“The Civic Committee of Boston
has sent a series of questions to the
Secretaries of all the State Boards
of Agriculture, asking whether in
their opinion the purely legitimate
agricultural fair or the ‘wide-open’
fair pays better in the long run
financially, socially and education-
ally. Opinions in reply have been
received from twenty-four States,
including two provinces of Canada.

“Without exception these four offi-
ciala say that the purely legitimate
agricultural fair pays better finan-
cially- in the long run; that the
‘wide-open' is not a financial success,
that it is offensive to the better
cluss of people on whom the fair
must rely for continued support,
and is demoralizing to the surround-
ing community. They are also unan-
imous for rigorously excluding all
games of chance: all, except Cali-
fornia, for strictly prohibiting all
alcoholiec ligdrs ; and they severely
condemn vulgar tent shows and sug-
gestive demonstrations on the out-
side of tents.

“*As to whether ‘circus’ features
to absorb time, strength and inter-
est of patrons tO any disadvantage
to tne exhibition of farm, home;
school and factory products, the
mujority believe that they do, and,
therefore, should not be enouraged.

| One-half of the writers lean to the

view that entertainments, toreign to
the real features of the fair, should
be done a vay with as tast as the
people cun be educuted to appreciute
the fuir for ita own sake.”’

— o — —

READING ROOMS FOR MILL sMPLOYEEFS,

We note with much pleasure the
progress of a movement t) estabiish
firss cluss reading rooms for mill |
operatives residing inand near Char |
lotte. The Progressive Farmer does
not reach a large number of mill
owners or mill operatives, but as we
are interested in all educational
progress, and especially that progress
which comes in touch with © asses
heretofore mneglected, we wish to
commend to others the good example
thut i< being set in old Mecklenburg.
The names of the promoters of this
plan have not been puulished -Who-
ever they ure they deserve the thunks
of the public and the co operation of
all that are uble to render ussistance.
A Charlotte special to the Raleigh

*

The great strike of steel workers
now on gives added interest to all
literature regarding the strike prob-
lem. One of the best short -articles
on the subject that we have seen ap-
peared in the Christian Sun several
months ago. It gives an interprega-
tion of the strike that had never oc-
curred to us before, and it may in-
terest our readers. We quotex

“The strike is a species of war and
war grows oub of real or presumed
injustice. The employee of to-day
strikes, not because his wages are
less or his hours of service longer
than formerly, for they are not. But
the proceeds from labor and indus-
try are known more atyut than for-
merly. To-day the laborer knows
something about the income to his
employer of his labor. He believes
that he does not get a fair share in
the returns from his labor and he
protests. Thus the strike which
comes under the appearance of a war
is both a moral protest and a sign of
progress ; a protest, against a real or
seeming unjust distribution of the
rewards of industry ; ¢ sign of prog-
ress on the part of the wage-earner
who reads and thinks some for him-
self. There are no strikes in Egypt
and China, where the tide of enlight-
enment and intelligence among
laborers runs low. The strike, be it
a good or an evil, is a product of in-
telligence and civilization.”

e

THREE GEMS.

In our reading we have within
the last few months found three
paragraphs, one ‘each from three
well-known authors, any one of
which may well serve as ‘‘a guide
post on the foot-path to peace,’’ as
Dr. Van Dyke puts it. The reader
will never regret committing them
to memory.

The first is the motto of Robert
Louis Stevenson:

““To be honest, to be kind, to earn
a little and to spend a little less;
to make upon the whole a family
happier by his presence ; to renounce
where that shall be necessary, and
not to embittered; to keep a few
friends, but these without capitula-
tion ; above all, cn the same grim
¢ nditions, to keep friends with him-
self—here is a task for all that a
man has of foititude and delicacy."”

The second was written by William
Henry Channing:

“*To live content with small means ;
to seek elegance rather than luxury,
and refinement rather than fashion ;
to be worthy, not respectable, and
wealthy, mnot rich; to listen to
sturs and birds, babes und =ages
with open hearts; to stundy hard ; to
think guietiy, act frankly, talk gent
ly, awailt occasions, hurry never; in
a word, to let the spiritusal, unoidden
and unconscious, grow up through
the ¢common—this is my symphony "’

The shird and last embodios the
whole-ome philosopliy of one of the
begt of living American authors,
Dr. Henry Van Dyke:

“To be glad of life, because it
gives you the chance to love and to
work and to play and to look up at
the sturs ; to be sasisfied with your
possessivns, but not contented with
yourself until you huve made the
best of them ; to despise noth'ng in
the world except falsehood and

Post haus tpis to say of the move
ment:

“It is now proposed to-estaviisi:
public reading rooms at a number or
the mill settloments about this city.
The plan as now oatlined is aboat us
follows: Rooms will be secured at
each mill where a reading r«nu is to
be establiabed, and this wiil be placed

meanness, and to fear nothing ex-
cept cowardice; to be governed by
your admirations rather than by
yvour dlagust,s; to covet nothing
that is your neighbor's except bis
kindpess of heart and gentloness of
manner ; tw think seldom of your

enemics and often of your friends, |

und every day of Curist; and to

in chiarge of competent persons liv-

‘iug n tae nelzhoorbood, wio wili]

spend 48 much tunad a8 you can,

]
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‘| MEETING UF THE STATE FARMERS' ALLI-

The North Carolina State Farmers'
Alliance held its fifteenth annual ses-
sion in Hillsboro last week, begin-
ning Tuesday morning and adjourn-
ing Wednesday night. The number
attending was about the same as last
year. The utmost harmony and
earnestness prevailed, and the meet-
ing was pleasant, profitable, suoccess-
ful. )
The resolutions passed indicate the
nature of the work done. The chief
topic of discussion, we believe, was
the fertilizer question, regarding
which three resclutions were passed.
The first caused considerable dis-
cussion, but was finally adopted as
follows :

““WaEREAS, The fertilizer trust is
assuming proportions that are be-
coming alarming to the farming in-
terests of the State by a prospective
refusal to allow fagmers to purchase
raw material for the manufacture of
home-made fertilizers—that is, kainit
and acid phosphate. Therefore

“ Resolved, That this Alliance ear-
nestly request the farmers of North
Carolina, regardless of the tact of
their being members of the Alliance
or not, to cease from the purchase of
manipulated guano to as great ex-
tent as in their power lies.”’

The following resolution in regard
to home mixing was then adopted:

“ Resolved, That the State Alliance
earnestly urge that the county busi-
ness agents solicit orders for such
chemicals as may be profitably used
in the mixing of home-made fertili-
zers, and that these orders be for-
warded to the State Business Agent
for the purchase and shipment of
those chemicals to the counties.

¢2. That the State Business Agent
be requested to prepare and furnish
formulas for the use of the farmers
in mixing their chemicals at home.”’

The ¢otton seed problem also occu-
pied a prominent position, owing to
the trust of cotton oil mills. The
upshot of this discussion is seen in
the following: |

“ Resolved, That the members of
State Alliance will use their best en
deavor to get all cotton farmers of
the State to club together and sell
their surplus cotton seed this fall
and winter through our State Buosi
ness Agent."

* * * - ® *

With all Alliancemen, howewer,
the education of our people is re-
garded as a matter of so much im-
portance that no other is allowed to
long overshadow it. Such was the
case at this meeting. President
Graham's address was devoted al.
most entirely to educational snbjects.
The A. and M. College, the out-
growth of agitation by tarmers’ or-
ganizations, and the only educational
institution in North Curolina teach-
ing agricultural science, naturally
received attention. Two resolutions
regarding it were adopted, the first
as follows:

“ Resolred, That the thanks of the
North Carolinae Farmers' State Alli-
ance are hereby tendered so His Ex-
cellency Hon. Chas. B. Aycock, for
putting the Agricultural and Me-
chanical College nnder control of the
Board of s Agriculture, and appoint
ing farmers only 4s members of that
Board."’

The other resolution was one of
more importance. It reads:

“ Resolved, That this body ask the
Trustees of the A. and M. Coillege to
establigh a club honse at the A. and
M. College, so that students may
board themselves, as is the custom
in other colleges.’™ .

It appears to us that at the A, and
M. College, supported almost exelu-

with body and =.irit in God's out ot |sively by farmers who make their

act as librariea daring the hours|doors—these sre Little guide posts | own suppbes, such a club house or

when the room is o.en

“The plan so far lgs secured the |

hearty approval of all to whom it

has been mentioned. The first read |

ing room will be opened next Mon.

'day at the Louise Mills, where an |

excallent location and room have
been donated by the company, who
have also agreed to provide the neces-
sary furnishings for the room. The
other reading rooms are now being
projected, and will likely be opened
within the course of a week, and it is
proposed to have others in operation
at an early date. Itis also likely
that libraries will be added to these
reading rooms within the course of
a few months

*“This plan will place within reach
of the factory employees all of the
best reading matter obtainable, in-
oluding the daily newspupers, the
best weeklies, and also a large num-
ber of literary magazines, and scien-
tific :nl1 industrial publications.
The plan wilt be pushed to its utmost
extent by those who nave the matter

|in charge. K8

Lo the foutpath 5o peace.”’

BN RolICE. .

Tae OLp FPrasxrtariox By James
Battle Aviresr, Published by ¥
Tennyson Neeiy Co.,, New~ York,
The authur of this book, it is per

haps unnecessury to say, i3 a North

Carolinian, and all the scenes are

laid in our State. The splendid civ-

ilization of the ante-bellum South us

typified by the life on ‘‘the old plun-

_|
|

portray. Entirely too little hus
been written about this period—so
very different from the present as to
seem much further removed from
us than it really is. While some

survivors that knew it in its perfec-
tion still linger with us, let us en-
courage every effort to perpetuate
its memories. Wae are glad that Mr.
Avirett has published this volume of
reminiscences.

There is no 1good:_m praying for
| anything unless you will also try for
its.—Henry Van Dyke. < 2

Y

{ ¢“mess halt”

]
]

|

|

| college in the Btata,

could be made of even
gregter service than at any other
We hope thet
this resolution will be favorably

aate i upon by the Board of Trustees.
. ¥ » * x e x®

When the proposition for the

| eatablishment of a reformatory for

youthful criminals was under dis
cussion in the last General Assembiy,
it was quite generally agreed thut no
better buildings and no better loca-
tion for the purpose could be found

tation'’ is what the author seeks to ' than the Alliance headquarters near

Hillsboro. This being true, a reso-
lution was adopted early in the ses-
sion last week suggesting that Sub-
Alliances discass the advisability of
selling the property for this purpose.

| This matter will then be acted upon

at the annual meeting next year.
#* s * * * *

A new feature im Alliance work,
long practiced with good results in
the Grange, will be inangurated as a
result of the passage of this:

: __-M

re-organizing Sub-Alliances is over-
shadowed by the problem 4f inter-
esting the members in the workafter
they have been induced to join.
Therefore be it _

« Resolved, Thatfor the purpose of
interesting members we suggest and
request that the BSecretary of the
State Farmers' Alliance, the Trustee
of the Business Agency fund, and
the editor of The Progressive Farmer

select for each month some interest-

ing topic for discussion in the Sub-
Alliances of the State.”’

% * * * # * -

This was the first meeting of the
State Alliance after the death “of
Mrs. L. L. Polk. On Wednesday
the following expression of sorrow
was adopted by a rising vote:

«Waergas, The North Carolina
Farmers' Alliance has learned with
deep regret of the death of Mrs.
Sarah P. Polk,widow of ourlamented
leader, Col. L. L. Polk, and for nine
years proprietor of our State Organ,
The Progressive Farmer. Therefore
be it

“ Resolved, That we hereby express
our deep sorrow af this sad dispen-
sation of Providence in removing
frum our midst so faithful and noble
a friend of our Order, and we tenj
der our heartfelt sympathy to the
bereaved familv.”’

* @ #* * *

The brethren, by subscriptions
ana by kind words, expressed their
good wishes for The Progressive
Farmer. For these and for the fol-
lowing resolution they have our
thanks :

“ Resolved, That the Alliance
heartily endorses The Progressive
Farmer as our organ, or means of
communication, and heartily com-
mend Bro. C. H. Poe’s course as
editor. We tender Bro. Denmark
our thanks for purchasing the paper
and his efforts to preserve it to the
use of the Order. We pledge him
our earnest aid to sustain the paper
and extend its circalation.’ -

¥* E3 & ; * B Ed

* -

Having served fwo terms, Maj. W.
A. Grabam was ineligible to re-elec-
tion as President. The Alliance
made no ‘'mistake in the selection of
his successor—Capt. W. B. Fleming,
of Wurren county, a prosperous
farmer and trucker and a man of
sterling worth. Bro.T. P. Johnson
was closen Vice-President, succeed-
ing Bro. J. T. Paschal, All other
officers were re-elected, the list for
the ensuing year, therefore, being as
follows : '

President—Cupnt. W. B. Fleming,
Ridgeway, Warren county.
Vice Prerident—T. P.
Salisbury, Rowan county.
 SBeeretary-Treasurer and State
Business Agent—T. B. Parker, Hills-

bor., Orange county.

Assistunt Lecturer or Steward—
Jno. M Mitchell, Wavne county.

Chaplain—Rev. W. 8. Mercer,
Moyock, Currituck county.

Door-keeper—Geo T. Lane,Greens-
boro, Guilford county.

Sergeant-ut-Arms—R. H. Lane,
Auarora, Beaafort county.

This is an excellent body of men,
and we hope that the Order will go

Johnson,

steadily forward under their leader- |

ship.
* “ % * * *®

The distinguigshing feature of this
meeting, in our opinion, was the
awakening to the fact that the great
work before ns is not so much the
simple re-organization of Subs as the
work of providing interesting or
profitable work for the members
after they are induced to join. This
iaia vital truth, We purpose writ-
ing further in regard to it in the
near future

Some sagg-stions as timely as they
are valuable a¥e made by Rev. O T
Edwards snd Harry Farmer in this
number. Reud their letters |

e & -

RURAL FREE DELIVERY AGAIN.

Within a few months nineteen
new raral free delivery route®—more
than are now in opsratinn in the en
tire Stute—will be estublished in this,
the Foarth, Congrassional distri ¢
The offfcial inapector, with headquar
tera at Raleigh, is now investigating
routes. Verily, we are at last go-
ing forward. With proper effors
North Carolina can get 150 routes by
the end of the year.

o

The average condition of ¢orn in
the United States declined 27.3 points
during July and on August 1 it Was
33.5 points lower than at the corre-
sponding date lass Jyear, 35.9 poinis
lower than on August'l, 1899, and
33.6 pqints below the mean of the

5 Aﬂgﬂ!t 90!&305 v ' I
“WagrEas, The problem of simply [ ¥ - e . tho l“t ten

|

.* Miscellaneous,

CORN AND CORN KINgs,

—

King Corn improved under
genial showers of Bunday; pyt th
corn; king, George H. Philljp, 0?
Chigago,.does not seem to have been
benefited thereby. Phillips’ careery, A8
been meteoric, and, as in the ¢y, 0}
most meteors, the friction may have
been too much for him. W .,
told that there 18 nothingseriong the
matter with the George H. Phillipg
Co.—only a slight congestion resnlt.
ing from too much business But

the

-the business has got 8o far aheyg of

the bookkeeping that Mr. Phillipg
has admitted: ‘I do not know
whether I have anything left o, not

I thought I was a rich man whg, I.
went to New York a few weeks ago

but it is possible now I have gy
ing.” That's the way that fortyy,,
come and go on stock and pmduc;,
exchanges. We are apt to think of
the broker as a comfortable and
well-fed person, who drives good
horses and gets a lot of fun ont of
life. But on the whole he probany
pays for his fun in worry, ang th‘e
game is fairly even in the end. Ty,
Phillips concern is said to have heep
earning at the rate of $40,000 ,
meonth on a capital of less than #300 .
000, to have overpaid customers fn
the May corn deal (through defective
book-keeping) some $100,000, und to
bhave owing it $347,000, which it
probably can’'t collect.—Country
Gentleman. ~ '

NUMBER OF NORTH CAROLINA TROOPS

Prof. Hill 8hows What Maj. Neathery Really
Did Bay About It.

Some one has recently started on
the rounds a statement attributed
to Maj. J. B. Neathery, Private Bec-
retary to Governor Caldwell, that
North Carolina furnished only 50,000
men t0 the Confederate army. This
statement has disturbed some of our
editors. Among these, that vener.
able editor whom all true North
Carolinians delight to honor, Dr, T,
B. Kingsbury, of the Wilmington
Messenger, has called for its refuta.
tion. Now Dr. Kingsbury has dons
80 much for the truth of North Caro-
lina history that he cannot remem.
Ber all that he has done. Fortun-
ately much of his good work has
been printed. Twenty-seven years
ago he first published Maj. Neath-
ery’s figures, but he published what
Maj. Neathery did say, not what

someone has reported him as saying. |

I find in ““Our Living and Our
Dead"” for June, 1875, an editorial
signed by Dr. Kingsbury, in which
the doctor uses these words :

“When we were Sonnebted with
the Ruleigh SBentinel, we stated that
we had heurd it estimated that North
Carolina had furnished as many us
103,000 troops (independent of Home
Guards and Reserves) and then
asked if any one could supply us
with the exact number. This in-
Guiry brought us an answer the next
day from John B. Neathery, Es(q.
We avail gurselves of the statistics
kindly furnished, as we wish to pluce
them among permanent records of
our magazine,”’

*“*On November 19th, 1864, Gen. R
C. Gatlin, Adjutant General of the
State, made an official report to Hon.
Z. B. Vance, then Governor, in
which the following numbers are
given:

Number of troops transferred
to Confederate States ac-
cording to original rollson
file in this office........ ..

Nuamber of conscripts as per
report of commandant of
conscript, dated Septem-
e SO CRRBR . o,

Estimated number of recruits
that have volunteered in
the different companies
sBince the date of original

64,656

18,580

21,608

Number of troops in the
State service for the war. .

3!-_10:5
o
Total sumber of troops. ... 108,05=

To these must be added:
Number of Junior Reserves

Number of Senior Reserves

4,217
,'l’f'r-'?i;
11:‘192‘;3
Number of troops in unat-
tached companies and serv-
ing in regiments from
other States..............

Home Guards and militia...  3,90"
125,000

This offlcial repors from so aourate
an officer as Gen. Gatlin ought t0
settle this matter for all time.

v - ; D- Hl HH"L'
“Raleigh, N. C. i
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