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"HE CHRISTIAN LIFE

'NOTES ON THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
LESSON FOR JULY s.

————

The Voice From the East.

Lesson [.—Israel asking for a
. Sam. viii. 1-10,

King.

Decrsheba (verse 2) means either
sihe Well of the Ooath” or “the
well of the Seven.” The name came
from the treaty mmlv T('Specting it

the Philis-

parties confirming

vween Abraham  and

tines; the

with a mutuval oath, accompanied
v a wift of seven sheep from Abra-
to Abimelech, as the formal
which guaranteed to the patri-

TWo

1.:13;.
areh theneeforward the possession

ihe wells which he had dug. Hero-
dotus savs that much in the same
wav the Arabs marked seven stones
with their blood, and kept them for

fmesses respeeting contraets made,
laid the
parties confracting. Around these
vells the Father of the Faithful so-
journed  for and here
[saac
eonfirming the possession of the wells
a new treaty, sealed as
There are sev-
en wells there now, and to the north,

them between

arvine hirst
i_,;‘. | 4 LEd-=0

many years,

also lingered, the Philistines
o him I"\'

psnal with an oath.

on the hills that bound the wvalley,
nearly three
Beersheba
southern border of Pales-
tine, a= Dan was on the north; hence
the proverh, “From Dan to Beershe-

1»
1 lvoman

are --':\‘.‘.vrl-il ]‘llill.‘i

cirenmierence.

mif's in

was ol 71!1'

wbius and Jerome say that

i

times Beersheba was “a

very laree village,” with a garrison.

It was the seat of a Christian bis-
aoprie,

“Turned  aside after luere, and

k briles, and perverted judg-
ment.”  (Verse 3.) Turning “aside
iter luere” means money wrongfully

ined.  Luere and bribes are
tommaon Oriental failings, and both
in India and China bribery is an al-
! versal eustom,

*The all the elders of Tsrael gath-
fred thomselves  together, and came

o Sannel unto Ramah.” (Verse 4.)
‘ exodus Israel possessed
of elders to whom
< direeted to deliver his
16.) Before

seventy elders or

I -:':'T;u“

(x. 111
St M ]

vl s Nose
tamilies to form a national
i ey ru]OPS.

Their au-

were  eivill
tll]!'l'.lﬂ\_' 1nea€.
wded to all matters which
the  publie welfare, and
vs appeared as the repre-
In Christ’s

clders were part of the

of the people.

of Ramah is one of the
LopLes of ]!ihli(‘al geogra-
ne’s “Bible Dietionary”
ir Ramahs: 1. A village
“reat route between Akka
‘s, Iying upon the south-
' cultivated slope of the
L t whose ridge forms a boun-
1 "“ n I'[‘n[u-l' and Lower Gali-
WAL of the ecities on the
) ~ the tribe of Asher,
1., ' It stands upon an iso-
S i the midst of a basin
s, surrounded by high-

-

er hills. It is a small stone village
with a few figs and olives, and there
are many sarcophagi about the hill-
side, some of unusual size. Robinson
considered the remains generally «
striking monument of antiquity. 3.
A village called Er-Ram, situated on
the top of a white, high hill about
five miles due north of Jerusalem, is
claimed to have been the birthplace
and home of Samuel. It is also the
traditional site of Rachel’s tomb. 4.
Neby Samwil, four and a half miles
northwest of Jerusalem, on a com-
manding and conspicuous eminence
(two thousand mnine hundred and
thirty-five feet) above Gibeon, on
which is still shown the traditional
tomb of Samuel, is elaimed to be the
ancient Ramah.

“Now make us a king to judge us
lhike all the mnations.” (Verse 5.)
They desired a king, that they might
be like other Oriental mations, who
could not conceive of a country with-
out a king. Doubtless the neighbors
of the Hebrews had often taunted
them, calling them a headless nation,
because they had no king. In the
early times, king was also closely
connected with ecity life, in contrast

alike to unsettled wanderings and to
permanent possession of large tracts
of ecountry. Thus we find in the time
of Abraham several kings in a small
space round the Dead Sea, and many
throughout Palestine at the time of
the conquest, each ruling a town with
its adjacent lands and presumably
such villages as were dependent on
it. Hommel gives us this translation
of the inscription, written by Ebed-
Tob of Urusalim about B. C. 1400:
“It was not my father who installed
me in this place nor my mother, but
the arm of the mighty king has al-
lowed me to enter into my ancestral
house.”

“And Samuel told all the words of
the Lord unto the people that asked
of him a king.” (Verse 10.) 1In the
address that follows, Samuel paints
a faithful and vivid portrait of Ori-
ental monarchies as they existed then
and now. The king in the East was
a despot, and held the lives and for-
tunes of his subjects at his disposal.
There is no royal usage named by
Samuel that may not be illustrated
from Oriental history or from the
customs of the East at the present
time.

WORST OF ALL EXPERIENCES.

Can anything be worse than to
feel that every minute will be your
last? Such was the experience of
Mrs. S. H. Newson, of Decatur, Ala.:
“For three years,” she writes, “I en-
dured insufferable pain from indiges-
tion, stomach and bowel trouble.
Death seemed inevitable when doe-
tors and all remedies failed. At
length T was induced to try Electric
Bitters, and the result was mirac-
ulous. I improved at once, and now
I’in completely recovered.” For Liv-
er, Kidney, Stomach and Bowel
troubles Electrie Bitters is the only
medicine. Only 50 cents. It’s guar-
anteed by all druggists.

We take pleasure in calling atten-
tion in this issue to the advertising
in another column of the Southern
Dental College, Atlanta, Ga. This
College is one of the oldést and most
complete Dental Colleges in the
cowntry and is one of the few own-
ing its buildings and equipment—
designed and built for teaching the
specialty of Dentistry alone. We
commend this College to any of our
readers who may be interested in the
study of Dentistry.
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Literary, Business, Teachers’ Normal, Music and Shorthand. Excellent Boarding
Halls and Dormitories, Two hundred and eighty students from thirty-six Counties, slx
States and Cuba. Twenty-five Free Schelarships. Splendid New Buildings. Beautiful
and Healthful Location. Expenses very reasonable, Graduates assisted to Positions.
Forty-first Term opens August 26. Illustrated Catalogue Free. Address,

W. T. WHITSETT, Ph. D., Whitsett, N. C.

“ooress

SOUTHERN DENTAL COLLEGE, &ty

I1f yon are interested in obtaining a dental education, write
for free catalogue of full Instruction.

DR. 8. W. FOSTER, Dean, 100 NORTH BUTLER STREET, ATLANTA, GEOéGI&

IMPROVED

ALLIANCE ...
SEWING ....
MAGHINES ..

Style 3, Three Drawer, Box Cover, . - - - $16.50
Style 4, Thre: Drawer, Bex Cover, - - - - 17.50
Style 6, Seven Drawer. Box Cover, - - . - 18.50
Style 21, Five Drawer, Diop Head, - - - . 17.50

Delevered Freight Prepaid to your nearest Railroad Station.

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
Cook Stoves!

II:-;O. 7—-12 Complete, : . ‘ . $10.75
0. 7—I o - . . . . 12.00
No. ; 20 “ ; . . ‘ . . I3.00
No. 8—18 & : - 2 - . 12.75
Neo. 8—20 * : ‘ ; . . . I4.00

WAGONS, ONE HORSE AND TWO HORSE,

At who'esal® prices, f. 0. b. factory. No
freight allowance. Write for prices. . ..

= AKX  CUTAWAY

DISK HARROWS,
G s S\ R4 ALL SIZES.

Mowers, Hay Ral-(es,_ Piéws, Castings, Cultivators, Paints, &c., &c.

Horse Shoss, Barbed and Smooth Wire,
Wire Feace for Farm and Poultry. . ...

G-ROCERIES

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

g5~ Write for prices oa snything you wish to purchase. I
have no general prica list. Orders from all Alliancemen and ex-
Aliiancemen solicited. _

Place your orders at once for Cow Peas, German Millet, Soia Beans,
eto., ete., before prices advance.

T. B. PARKER, 3. B. A,

RALEICH, NORTH CARO.i%A.




