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WINE OF CARDUI

i MONTHLY

SUFFERING.
*Thonsands of ~s

women are
troubled at
monthly inter-
vals with pains
in the head,
hack, breasts,
shoulders,sides
hipsand limbs.
But they mneed
not suffer.

These painsare symptoms of
dangerous derangements that
can li" corrected. The men-
strual i . action shounld operate
painlessly.

Vingiardui

makes menstruation painless,
end regular. It puts the deli-
cate menstrual organsin condi-
tion to do their work properly.
And that stops all this pain..
Why will any woman suffer
month after month when Wine
of Cardui will relieve her? It
costs $1.00 at the drug store.
Why don’t you get a bottle
ay?
For advice, in cases requiring
special directions, address, giv-
ing symptoms, ‘“The Ladies’
Advisory Department,” The
Chattanooga Medicine Co.,
Chattanooga, Tenn.
+=000 00000
Mes. ROZERA N Senasitie. Toxas,
* | was troubled at l:énlhly Inlc-rt’:l:

with terrible pains in my head and back,
but have been entirely relieved Wine
of Cardul.” y »

EWINE OF CARDUI &

PROFESSIONAL.

e e e e e Sl

. A. C. LIVERMON,

=% DEUTIS,

0rrice-Over the Staton Building.

l

Oiice hours from 9 to 1 o’clock; 2 to
{ |““T' ||_'k’ p_ m.
SCOTLAND NECK, N. C.

—_
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ATTORNEY-AT-LATW.

ScorrAxp Neck, N. C.

A. DUNN,

Pooctices wherever his services are

eoanired.

W. H. Day. Davip BELL.

DAY & BELL,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
ENFIELD, N. C.

Practice in all the Courts of Hali-
fas and adjoining counties and in the
&1 preme and Federal Courts. Claims
eo1od in all parts of the State.

~

[“-!. W.J. WARD,

i
2

Surgeon Dentist,
ExrFieLp, N. C.

N:%ea over Harrizon’s Drus Store.

E{ )WARD L. TRAVIS,

Attorney and Connselor at Law,
HALIFAX, N. C.
£ Voney Loaned on Farm Lands.

{OWARD ALSTON,
i

Attorney-at-Law,
LITTLETON, N. C.

Mr-. iAl. FURGERSON.
{

ATTORNEY-at-LAW,
HALIFAX, N. C.

991y

F.\I'L V. MATTHEWS,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW.

£2F Collection of Claims a specialty.
1y ENFIELD, N. C.

(R. C. A. WHITEHEAD,

2 Surgeon,

" TarBoro, N. C.

e Tt T Bt

We are prepared to furnish telephone
service to the public and solicit patron-

age,

RATES FOR SERVICE.
Business Phones, $2.00 per month.
esidence Phones, 1.50 “ o
Two ot either for 3.00 “

It is our purpose to give good service,
and to this end we ask all subner)‘lganto
report promptly any irregularities in
the serviee. i

@ Our signed econtracts prohibit
the use of phones except by subseribers,
and we request that this rule be rigidly
enioreed. A

™k

ghall be liable to a
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THE COMMONWEALTH
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E. E. HILLIARD, Editor and Proprietor.

«EXCELSIOR” IS OUR MOTTO.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE §1.00.

VOL.. XIV.

New Series---Vol, 3.
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Kinley in honor of the
Canadian Commissioners, W2
phasized the unwritten alliance he-
tween Great Britain and the United
States. The State dining room fairly
blazed with the red and white decora'-
tions of the table, Mrs. Mclﬁinley -]
"of blue brocade completing the
trio of eolors dear to the American an
In every detail the
ed out this same idea.

tinns and cakes gerved W
The ices duplicated this idea. The
f the table 'wasan im-
of red chrysanthemums
with similar pieces at either ends. Bo:
tall pieces of el;mldle:‘::

ir ferns and long stemm white
g:::'ynhnthemumn for the ladies to lay

i alternating with white
at their plates, B ‘An added

THE EDITOR'S LEISURE HOURS.

Points and Paragraphs of Things
Present, Past and Future,

It is now given out that the process
of making cordite, or what is known
as “gmokeless powder,” requires the
use of large quantities of aleohol. Mil-
lions of bushels of corti are needed
from which to make alcohol for this
explosive ; and the American farmer
can hope now to help furnish not only
the breadstuffs for the subsistence of
the armies, but his share alsoin the
materials for “bloody battle.”

A correspondent to the Saturday
Evening Post signing his name “Rical-
citrator,” takes some issue with that
paper inan article on the danger side of
improvements, a part of which THE
COMMONWEALTH reprinted.
trator” gays that too much attention is
given to the study of dead languages.
He says that too frequently Latin and
German are given first place, notwith-

| | standing their beauty and helpfulness
“Too few,” says he, “know

English rhetoric and literature as they

' That may be, but a thorough knowl-
| | edge of what are known as the “dead
languages” is more helpful than many
appreciate in an easy acquirement and
proper and beautiful use of our beauti:

Most people talk much—indeed talk-
ing is a delight to most persons. And
only a slight observation will reveal
the fact that most people seem to take
making remarks about
others. Mtch good may be done for
others by speaking of them pleasantly
when they are not present; and equal-
ly as much harm may be done them
by speaking unpleasantly under the

Touching this we elip the following
pointed paragraph from the Sunday-

«Qur characters are often shown in
our lellows.
gsee & good trait in one in whom others
see only evil, it is to our credit rather
If we are ready to point
out a flaw in .a character of which
others speak well, it 1s to our discredit
instead of to his. It would seem, then,
a yery simple thingto win credit in
this way. Yet it is very hard to do
this, except as a loving beart prompts

Just now when small-pox is more or
less prevalent in the country; whatever
pertains to vaccination is of interest to
In England there has
been a compulsory vaccination law
gince 1867, it seems ; but the House ol
Commons has passed a new Vaccina-
tion bill which makes the following

«That no parent or other persons
ny penalty under the
Vaccination Act of 1867 if he satisfies
Justices in Petty Sessions that he con-
scientiously believes vaccination would
be prejudicial to the health of the

But it is sa’d that the Lest London
ans denounce this “econscience
and show that compulsory
vaccination has served gatisfactorily to
gtamp out small-pox in India.
It stands to reason that wherever
thero is danger of an epidemic ot smali-
the people ought to submit to

The tollowing partial account of a
swell dinner in Washington may io-
terest those who keep up with such

The British and American flags were
interwoven at the White House to-
oceasion of the dinner

by the President and Mrs. Me-
Joint High

which em-

“Recalci-

If we

ith the coffee.

SCOTLAND NECE,

N.C., THURSDA

; NOVEMBER 24,
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MORE ABOUT FRANCE

A SELF SATISFIED NATION.

_ Present Day Thoughts.

By G. Grosvenor Dawe.

(Written for The Common weultil)

bear in mind amid the dangers sur-

blest sons spilt, when we were in sore
moment that somie of her statesmen

cuse for smiting an ancient enemy ;
for we were in the position of an en-

with the mutual hatreds ot her defend-
er and her assailant. It is enough

for her that her ravisher was beatlen
off.

I~‘

Worked into the web and woof of
our national fabric is much that was
watered and that grew on French soil.
Inspiration came to our hard-headed
men from some of the fine-spun but
impractical dreamings of French phil-
osophers. Yet that which to them be-
came most awful license when trans-
planted from the library ot the thinker
to the heart of the common m#n was
to us beginning of a beneficent devel-
opment, so strong that it has withstood
all strain thus far. At the present day
we are therefore in the position of be-
ing exceedingly grateful for all of sug-
gestion that came from French sour-
ces, yet at the same time very regret-
ful that we cannot sympathize with
ber in 4ll her vagaries and impulses.
Ttis as though flax that grew ona
farmer’s land was used by us in mak-
ing fine linen to cover our nakedness,
while the farmer saw in it only materi-
al for making a rope to hang him-
sell.

*‘f

A republicTike France, that is a re-
publi¢ in name only, is a horrid moek-
ery. Itraises men’s hopes only to
dash them cruelly down. It produces
a national stupidity that makes “words”
seem worthy standards to rally roand,
while the “principles” that the words
represent are trampled under foot.
The stirring and moving and march-
ing of a nation 18 a majestic thing.
when the welding power of the light-
ning flash of wrong unites men of re-
motest distances into oné common re:
gistance, like our own of a century ago.
But it is a million times sadder than
the foolishness of one man, to see a na-
tion that was onee awake, grow so con-
fused at the glare of the light of liber-
ty created by itself, that it turns and
opposses the very common people who
first made its resistance possible.

l"‘

A republic of all governments should
be stable and sedate, -for the guiding
band of those who have been governing
classes for ages is removed and unless
caretul men, men of duty doing devo-
tion are in charge of affairs there will
be ways of woes and of uncertainty to
traverse. In a republic no one class
should be more unimportant than an-

neglected, for the most insignificant
man has, in a republic, a power for
good or evil that may be exerted to
give or to endanger at a fatelul mo-
ment.

t‘t

be uttered concerning France nor any

hands that have laid down the task.

dinner carri Y
The bonbon dishes were minia- | the people, for though a man may not
ture flags of the t":d eom:; be wise enough to govern hs is still
tries idn tl::ebogmz I::;:, ofp:;;n capable of beiugerilenoughtodmturb;
:::;:rainn the form of American and though he may not be strong enough
British flags, the same triotic de- | ¢o build, he is yet capable of weaken-
signs ornamenting the small confec-|; o o foundation and tearing down.

*

-|is a sacred trust that involves the rights

To America yia France:—Let us

rounding our sister republic—dangers
greater from within than from with-
out—that her generous help was ten-
dered and the blood of some ot her no-

distress last cefitury. It is of but slight

were undoubtedly using us asan ex-

dangered maiden’who has nothing todo

other, nor ¢an any o0ne individual be

No prophesy of good can therefore

other repulie, it it, neglecting the chil-
dren and the weak, forgets that only
upon the intelligence and devotion and
clear-headedness of each succeeding
generation caun hopes be based for
maintaining the noble work of dead

Tke character ot the unit of govern-
meut, the voter, effects the strength of
tho whole. The trite old remarks, “a
¢l.ain 18 no stronger than its weakest
link,” and “water will not rise above
its souree,” are fitting, because they are
true. The value of that unit is al-
ways, therefore, 2 matter of the su-
premest moment to a government by

It is imposaible for a sane govern-
ment to be as uncertain as next week’s

%an?ti;_tion prev-_en_
ridding itself of waste matter.

trouble and cure
ousness, Inactive

ts the bod}_fr*(_)um
DeWitt’s
ittle Early Risers will remove l'he
e f Sick Headache, Bili-
Liver and clear the

weather ; if it is uncertaln it is not sane,
if it 18 not sane it is not fit to be, for
government touches so many vital in-
terests at so mahy points that whim-
sical performancesare a crime. Addle-
pated youths may be excused for the
brayado that carries them out on thin
ice, for they are but young and they
feel no responsibility ; but government

and protection of the weak and defen-
celess against the voracious and strong.
The members of a government are,
therefere, trustees, from .the least even
unto the greatest, and as trustees there
no longer remains to them the righi
to do as they choose—to seek personal
trinmphs—to run fateful risks; but
rather to consider public good first
and priyate good last, or not at all.
-F*' :

By easy transition we haye not left
in the sombre back ground the dangers
ot France, and it sees as though one
were writing of ourselves to ourselves.
Without being at all ag alarmist, 1t is
right and fair to use France’s gradual
loss of liberty in the essence, as a warn-
ing. It isnot freakishness to sound
alarms, for though the man may be
foolish who cries “Wolf!” when there
is a shadow he has his equal in the
man who cries “Sheep,” when itisa
wolf. Not all things go well with us;
not all wrongs are righted, mnor ever
will be ; notall oppressions have ceased
among us who profess to love liberty.
This is all true, but by the grace of
our sturdy stock we can say with hope-
fullness that each year sees more and
more Americans who despise personal
gain and who give themselves to work-
ing for improvements and relorms—
and gradually secure them. But even
their work will never be done, fora
nation that lives grows, and with growth
comes change, re-adjustment. The na-
tion that 18 dead or ready to die is the
one that is self-satisfied. That feeling
that takes the sentries off the walls
and opens wide the gates. Thank
God, we are not there yet. let our
closing words be those®of the great
calm, over-burdened optimist who said
on the 19th of November, 1863, that
“this nation under God shall have a
new hirth of freedom and that govern-
ment of the people, by the people and
for the people shall not perish [rom
the earth.

Blast From the Ram's Horn.

God hates a short yardstick.

Truth never dodges, no matter who
shoots.

On God’s scales the only thing that
weighs is heart.

In order to show us the stars God
had to give us night.

A millionaire in this world may be a
beggar in the next.

The devil comes to the wedding
when people marry for money.

Your children will be more infiu-
enced by your walk than by your
talk.

The man is alwayg learning’ who
makes his mistakes teach him some-
thing.

A smile will accomplish more n a
minute than harsh words will in a
month.

What some people consider pru-
dencée 18 what their neighbors eall
meanness.

When you get a giant down don’t
leave him until you have cut off his
hzad.

The devil has both arms around the
man who belieyes that moderate
drinking won’t hurt him.

The man who claims that the world
owes him a lving, generally has
trouble in collecting the debt.

It is the man who believes some-
thing who doessomething. A man on
the fence has no moral weight.

It kills all the enjoyment some peo-
ple have in their religion whenever
they see a collection basket.

Wera God to send an angel to look
for a king amoug men, he would look
for a man who cculd eontrol himselt.
You can lell more about & man’s
character by trading horses with bim
than you can by hearing him talk in
prayer-meetings.

—_— el A
Honesty is like money ; you have to
go to work hard to get it, and then
work harder to keep it.

Genuine praise consists in naming a
msn’s faults to his face and his good
qualities to his back.

- e-———————

A Sure Sign of Croup.

Hoarseness in a child that is subject
to cronp is a sure indication of the ap-
proach of the disease. If Chamberlain’s
Cough Remedy is given as soon as the
ehild becomes hoarse, or even af!.er the
croupy eough has appeared, it will pre-
vent the attack. Many mothers. who
have croup children’ always k " thns
remedy at band and find that it saves
them much trouble and WoITy. -It can

Bl

ND TOM AS
[§ T0-DAY.

A GLANCE AT HIS HOME AND
LIFE

His Surroundings are Comfortable

and He Has Everything That
He Wants,

Ladies' Home Journal,

After the Johnstown flood a colored
man, who was one of the vietims, was
identified by a ecolored woman as
Thomas Wiggins, and was buried as
such. That the writer spent the day
with Thomas Wiggins a few weeks
ago is proof that the inseription on the
Pennsylvania tombstoné is singularly
incorrect.

The name Thomas Wiggins means
nothing to the majonty of readers.
But Thomas Wiggins is “Blind Tom,”
a name familiar to hnndreds of thou-
sands in this country and abroad, who
tiave heard the piano played by this
wonderlul negro. Theimpression that
he iz dead is a pretty general one. As
a matter of fact, Blind Tom has never
been 11l aday in his life, and is now
enjoying an existence moro full ol
comforts and happipess than fall to the
lot of most mortals,

On the banks of the Shrewsbury
river, in a domain of over two hun-
dred acres of woodland, stands a piet-
uresque two-and-a-half-story wooden
house with a broad veranda. Here
Blind Tom 13 at home.

The day the writer called, the negrp
planist was expecting a tuner who
couid correct a faulty A in his concert
grand. When 1 reached the house
and pressed the annunciator button
the door was flung open by Blind
Tom himself.

For a momet he stood there, a big,
burly fellow of nearly 50, his black
broadeloth trousers, braced up high on
hia capacious girth, over a white out-
ing shirt with a narrow pink stripe.
His bead raised, his large, dark eyes
uplifted, he waited till I announced
myself as a visitor who had an ap-
pointment with Mr. A. J. Lerche, his
guardian. My voice told him that I
was not the tuner. With a child-like
droop of disappointment he shut the
door in my face. He will always be a
child, and his actions are sometimes
saved from rudeness only by his sim-
plicity.

Mr. Lerche soon appeared. He sug-
gested that 1t might have a pacifying
influence if I would hear Tom’s ex-
planation of thé piand’s shortcomings;
and, promise to let the tumer know
about them, so that he would come
promptly to remedy them. This I
accordingly did.

“The A 1s wrong,” said Tom, press-
ing hia finger on the note; “and then
this high A 1s a little out, too,” sound-
ing another two or three octaves above
the first. Me put his finger on each
note without any besitation. He
spoke in a rich, full voice and with
much simple dignity. There was =2
regpectfulness in his air and pose, how-
ever, which recalled the [act that he
had been a slave tor nearly twenty
years.

Then at Mr. Lerche’s rrquest be
gseated himsell, and for the first time 1
heard Blind Tum play. I was indeed
a wonderful exhibition. MHis hands
are not at all “piano hands.” In place
of slender, long-fingered hands, which
one so often sees m great planiats,
Tom’s hands are small and plump,
with the thumb and tapering fingers
quite short. They seem 00 small to
do octayes eflectively. Later 1t was
proven that they were not so by any
means. His technique is good. He
executes runs with periect ease and
fluency. Whether the composition is
difficult or simple he sees no difference
in 1t. He piays everything with the
same absence of effort.

Tom’s head and face are not wholly
unaltractive. He has often been de-
scribed as a repulsive 1mbecile except
during his moments at the piano.
This is not so. His head is small, but
well shaped. His features are of a
strong African type, with low forehead,
large eyes, nose and mouth, and a
general heaviness rather than weak-
ness. His ekin is not perfectly black.
In his appearance and his manner of
gpeaking when addressed—and during
the whole day he made no remark to
aay one actually present except when
addresse1—he shows intelligence and
dignity, with quite a pride of his own

at times.
I —#—_-
- Socthing, healing, cleansing, De

Hazel Salve is the im-
gores, burns and
fails to cure Piles.

Wiitt’s Witeh
placable enemy of
wounde. It never

eyeballs.

While playing he moves his body
very little ; his head is at an angle of
Jorty-five degrees, the eyes upturned,
the heavy lower lippendulous, and
there 1s a sense of utter absorption in
the music. He has an odd way of
bringing this lower lip up and letting
it fall at short interyals, as a fish works
his mouth while breathing. He uses
only one foot peddailing—his
right—and nearly always it was the
loud pedal that he pressed. When the
passage called lor no pedal he stuck
the front of his foot undor the pe ial.
This was invariable. After finishirg
his piece he stond up and his right
hand habitually went up to his face.
Tom played one of bis own compc-
g'tions next, “scomething that the birds
anl wind told him.” It was a simple,
fresh, melodions thing, with a good
dash of the sprightliness which colored
p2ople are go fcnd of in musie.

in

asked Mr. Lerche. |
“That, sir, I composed when I was
seven years of age,” repliel Tom w. b
the same impressive gravily. l
“Do you play anything of Reuben-
stein’s ?” I inquired.

“I play Reubenstein’s molody in F,”
he replied, and then, as usnal, began
at once to play 1t. His technique, ex-
pression and correctness were perfect,
but in nothing that he played was
there any interpretation of his own ol
the piece. But it was maryelous
enough without that. One need not
exaggerate the wonders of this simple
negroe’s mastery of the piano. They
are miraculous enough In a woaak-
mined man who knows theoretically
nothing of hia art.

“When did you compose that?”l
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to the instrunment swhose music is his
life.

He has male fortona, first for Col-
Bathune, who DLought his mother,
Charity Wiggins, when the blind baby
was “throwa in;” then for Juhn 8.
Bethune, and lastly for the widow of
John Betune, who is now the wife of
the lawyer, Atbert J, Lerehe, at whose
rasidence I saw the wonderful negro.

Biind Tom bhas all that he wants,
Of how few of us can as much be said!
There 18 even dignity, pathos and
sweetness about this big, fleshy negro,
now in his 48th year. His old mother

Tom never drinks, swears, nor shows
aay yicious inclinations. He is scru-
paously neat, and most regular and
methodical in his habits. He rises at
7, bas breakfast at 9, dinner at halt-
past 1, and supper at 6. IIe goes 1o
bed at a little after 9. He has an at-
tendant who looks after him at meal
time as he has to have his meat cut
for him. He finls his napkin anl
tucks that 1n around his neck him-
self. He has a good appetite, although
by no means is he a heavy eater. H»>
is tond of fro1t—watermelons preferred—-
likes all kinds of pie except mince, and
1s very fond of sugar. He never
drinks coffee. He is sensative to cold.
Sometimes when he feels a strong
breeze blowing on him he will say:
Tom’s in a draught. He may ecatch
coll and die. Wouldn't that be ter-
rible?” He has this artless fear of
death, ye: he has composed a funeral
mareh for himself, in which thera is
one movement so cheerfully bright
as to be almost pathetic. This march
was played at the funeral of his mas
ter, John G. Bethune, who was killed
in a railway accident in 1883.

He has the habit of turning his eyes
up when he plays, or when he walks
about mumbling to himself. He likes
to let the sanlight fall directly on his
When he talks to himself
he will repeat a word or phrase several
times, either to emphasize it, or
through pleasure in the sound, or else
because he is filling in time until some
other idea shall come to his mind.
For instance, he went on in this way
for some .time as he strolled up and
down with his rolling gait on the ve-
randa: “Wagner. Yes. Wagner. Mr.
Wagner. Richard Waguer. Wagner.
Mr. Wagner is dead. Yes. He is
dead. His last opera. Yes. His op-
era. His last opera Wwas ‘Parsifal.’
“Parsifal.” His last opera.”

When 1 rose to go he shook hands
and bade me good-bye, anl as the car-
riage bore me off I beard him again at
nis beloved piano, the uonwearying scl-
ace of his life. The soft music from
the weak-minded negro ezeaped
through the shades of the room, and
the breath of the honeysuckle was
walted in upon the blind child of na-
ture as Le sat there in the dim apart-
ment alone, yet companionad as few
mortals are.
The strongest impression I bore
away was that of the sweet, contented
Ife the, poor, blind negro is leaning.
There, was pathos in it. I had ex-
pected to find a wonder at the piano,
and 1 did, for his untaught mastery ol
the instrument is so marvelous and
admits of no explanation. TItis a gilt
of nature, pure and simple. From
the time when the Bethune family
left the dinner table to see who eould
be playing on the piano, and discov-
ered the sightless pickaminny of 4 years
perched on the stool, his little hands
plucking nneanny melody irom the
keyboard—{from that time antil now
he has bad an vnwavenog devotion
#——_
A NT E D—SEVERAL TRUST-
worthy ns in this state to
manage our business in their own and
nearby counties. It 1s mainly office
work conducted at bome. Salary
gtraight $900 a year and expenses—
definite, bonafide, no more, Do leas
salary. Mounthly $75. References. En-
close sell-addreseed stamped envelope,
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is st1ll alive, a wiihered, wrinkled
“mammy,” 85 years old.

When you ask for DeWitt’s Witch
Hazel Salve don’t accept a counterfeit
or imitation. Theie are more eased of
Piles being cured bv this, than all
Elhem combined —E. I, Whitehead &

0.

con_l;nre our \\;bri with that ial'
i our Competitors.

ESTABLISHED IN 1865,

CHAS M WALSH
Steam Maeble and Granite

WOR
Sycamore St., Periv-pvee, VA,

Monuments, Tombs, Cemetery Curb-
‘ing, &e. All work strieily firse
class and at Lowest Prices.

AN, VASES, 4.

Designs sent to any address lree. In
writing for them please give age of de-
ceased and hmit as to prieoe.

I Prepay Freight on ail Work.

MENTION 71115 PAPER,
3lly

Still Leads

And Still

Rapidly Selling.

O e, L,

The only machine to date fitted with
ball-bearings, and therelore the lightest
and easiest machine on the market.

WHEELER AND WILSON

Sold under a positive guarantee on
easy terms
for the money.
Also new machines exchanged for
old m:achines of any make ; or Jor

Hogs, Cattle or Sheep.
C.T. LAWRENCE,

Scotland Neck, N. C
E. P. GaTrLiN, Salesman.
224 th

BIG MONEY

Onr Fire and
City

OFFER
AGENTS

WE or FIRMS
In Exclueive Territory.
Burglar proof Safes sell at signt.

or Country.

QUTFIT FREE. MO CAPITAL KEEDED.

]| ing 1ich; 1
Aot e Agent. 10 one day, cleared
$73.40. e
ALPINE SAFE & CYCLE 0.,

Herbert E. Hcss, FPrest., Dept. M.
Chicago. (Domlnion 00.)

9-1-15m. CINCINNATI, O.




