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The Trifle

By HARRY IRVING GREENE
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Copyright, 1911

HERE was a time when
Whallington had general-
I¥ been conceded to be
a brand new genius in
the financial world—a
marvelous being who
could change stones into
bread and serpents into
fowl; then all at onee
he found himself in the
throes of bankruptey.
He had exhausted hig
reésources and was for
the time being hopelessly insolvent.
Day By day his little handful of re
malning chanre vanished in steadils
diminishiag rutio as his meals be
caper and further :wa:'t. un-
had but a dime left. Thi:
ez0lved to save for some las:
dasperate extremily, and hs

came ¢

t| even determined to fast for days be
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When Christimas eve came he ha:

food for three days. H

that

he could endure it ns
| longer, that the last and most despe:

ate extremity bhad arrived and tha
now he must spend his dime. H-
was plunged deep in meditation wher
he felt someone touch his arm amt
turned about.

Beside him there stood a gaunt mar
with cavernous cheeks, feverish, wild
ish eves, and a stomach that curve:
tha wrong way. The apparition ad
dressed him in a croaking volce.

“For God's sake, stranger, huy m«
someihing to eat.
upon the verge of committing crime
I have vorn out my shoes looking fo:
worlk, and while I have a job promisec
me it will be a week before it is open
And meanwhile T am starving, friend
starving. In the name of Christianily
spare me enough for a meal out ol
your plenty."”

Wallington stared into the evening
duslk as he fingered his last anc
smoothly worn dime. He knew well

| engugh what this other man was suf

fering, for had he not been in the

| same stage twenty-four heurs before!
And to give a man a dime in such a

rase was so grossly inadegquate. Yet
what could he do? He turned about
Close before him was a restaurant
wlere he had spent hundreds of dei-
lars in his palmy days and whose pro-
prietor he knew well. Yet he owed a
Lill there for his last big after theater
dinner party of many months ago, and
he had never had the courage even in
his semi-starvation to go in and ask
for more credit. Yet mow it must be
done, for here was a human being
starving upon the streeis. Wal-
Iington shuddered. Tt was plainly his
duty to fill this man's stomach, and
for the last time he would exert those

! powers of persuasion which once up-
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on a time fow men had been abie to
rosist., He took the stranger by the
arm. “Come with me,” he command
ord.

They entered the rtestaurant and
Wallington wail{ecl straight up to the
provrietor. “Bob,” said he, “1 owe
vou a pretty stiff bill, but I am going
{to o to work in a week and then 1
will begin paying you ofl. Now I want
vou {o do me a last favor. I owe you

al 'mn forty dollars, and a couple of
1ollEaTE MOre Wou v ase uich Jiier-

ence to youn. It is Christmas eve and
my friend over there is starving. Now
{ wani vou to fill him up to the chin
on good. solid food and charge it to
me. 1 will not ask you for any fmm
again if yon will do this last thing.”
The proprietor looked at his old pa-
tron thoughtfully.

AN right,” he announced at
leagth. “Being's its Christmas eve
I'll take a cheace on ysu even if yon
are down and out. Tell your friend to
order whal ha wants.” Eo Wallington
dewn {ogether

and .|:> stranger sat
and Wallington watehed his compan-
ion fl Limeelf with geod things until

ai last with his stoma weh again curved
the :11.'111 way. (he droop sone from his
and the feverish light van-
ished r'mz his eyes, the gorged one
arose.

“azy friend,” said the stranger. “I
could not have endured it another day

—but of course you have never known |
it is to go two days without

what
food. And when tonight you go home
and =it down to your table to your

feast, remember that there is an out-

cas!
is Blessliy every mecuthful that you
eat. Cood-by, Christian.”

\‘.-':'r.. wh-u held out his hand. ‘Geod-

seer, and good ek to you. It
wag o mere trifle. Happy to have
been able to give you a lift.” Then
he went up lo Frenchy's lhash nhouse
and had his dime's wer th of cofiee a.nd
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Few of us live to learn: and fewer 1 Scotland NeCk, - =) s =

learn to live.

I am penniless anc |

fellow heing upon the streets who ;

Before we close our One Hundred Dollars
Prize Contest we have decided to have a
Christmas Sale, and will give Big Reductions
in some lines. Remember that every s5oc.
cash purchase made at our store entitles you
to a chance at the $100 in prizes.

_ or]\cs ajollz/ good fg:_ “_-G' .“-?_
S e ",' f

=14 -\?7!. e KOG Chaly et _—___;1
22y

DEN

We call your attenticn to some of Our Reduced

Prices for This Sale Only.

Ladies’ Coat Suits at......oooiin. Half Price

Men’s Extra Coats, all size, value 5.00, sale price..... $2.49

Men's Cravonette Coats, value $10 and $12. sale...... 7.50

Genuine all wool Dickey’s Kevsey Overcoats, value
10 and $12, sale Price ... rins 7.50
Youth's Overcoats, value 7.00, 8ale PrICE...ccooocuvviienss 4.98
Big line Men's Good Pants at.......... 59 per cent Reduetion
Boy’s Suits and Extra Heavy Pants......... .......... Reduced
Boy’s Juvenile Overcoats, 4 to12 years, value 5.00... 2.98

200 pair Men’s Shoes, only one pair of each Kkind
high GrAde: . coocammmmecssirmmmnmnsensssisa s nssnssnsestionsiend At Cost

k|
Dress Goods Reducea.

Big lot ot Onttings, all colors, value 10 and 12%e¢,
T o] £ R R R R T%
| D OMIEREIC onvvceieesnarasnsnmnrnrnsssiosssssrnssasensssanasnansssrasatoness 57
| Ladies’ and Children’s CloaRs. ..o Reduced
| Big lot Christmas Rugs al......oeeees L. The Rigl - Prices

New shipment of Furs for Ladies, Misses and Childrenisets

—Real Furs—at......ccccimeemmnnnecianies

1 a1 ¢
Give vour wife a nice Comfort or pair oi
Christmas Present.

Ladies’ No-Button Vest, value 50¢, sale price...... ...

I

Burroughs-Pittman-Wheeler Co.

Everybody’s Store

North Carolina’

*| brick in the crumbling masonry of the

The Right Prices’

Blankets fora

38¢|

Santa Claus’
Treasure HBox

By J. F. HENDERSON

HRISTMAS was at
hand, and Philip Dra-
per's heart was heavy.
For a number of years
he had seemed to be
the particular pet of
misfortune. As an art-
ist his work displayed
the magic touch of
genius, and he was in
a falr way to achleve
fame and worldly suc-
cesa when the first of

a series of calamities befell him. Soon

after Philip's marriage to pretty Lu-
cille Girard, his father failed in busi-
ness and died within a month there-
after, leaving nothing but a mass of
debts as a legacy to his son.

Philip, who had just been taken into
partnership with his father, and whose
outlook on the future was tinged with
the color of the rose, was crushed by
this blow; but with a quixotic sense
of duty he set himself the tremendous
task of paying off the debts of the
firm. To accomplish this he had noth-
ing to depend upon but the sale of his
pletures; yet, year in and year out,
he toiled on stubbornly and uncom-
plainingly, while he and Lucille and

their little boy were deprived of many
of the comforts of life that the bulk
of his earnings might go to his credi-
tors. The house in which they lived
was a roomy old mansion on the out-
skirts of the city, left to Philip by a
maiden aunt, who had passed away
sinca the death of his father, and
whilch Lucille had persuaded him not
to' sell. This house, by the way, bad
originally Lelonged to an eccentric old
sea captain, Jeremiah Suggs by name,
who was reputed to be something of
a miser, and who lived and died a re-
cluse.

The ecrowning rame to
Philip Draper when the debt was all
but cleared off. It was then he was
overtaken by a wasting illness, which
kept him confined to his bed for al
most a year, and leaving him desti-

anlamity

tute. The butcher and the baker
threatened to deny him further
credit, and his home was heavily

morigaged. The outlook was gloomy.

“And tomorrow is Christmas,” he re-
marked to his wife, with a grim smile.

“Never mind, dear; let us hold fast
to our courage,” sald Mrs. Draper,
trying to speak cheerfully, though
there was an ominous quaver in her
volce.

“What hurts me most is the
thought that Christmas is so close
at hand and that tHere will be mno
Santa Claus for Bobby.”

“Poor, little dear!” sald Mrs. Draper.
Suddenly she started up with an anx-
ious glance about the room. *“I won-
der where that child can be? I haven't
seen him for at least two hours.”

‘Oh, don’t be alarmed. 1 dare say
he is rummaging about in the cellar or
attic or some out-of-the-way closet,
and is wholly absorbed in his investi-
gatlons.”

Mr. Draper had hardly finished
speaking when Bobby popped into the
room, held out a grimy little fist,

and, as he opened the chubby fingers,
revealed a twenty-dollar gold piece ly-
ing on his upturned palm.

Absolutely Pure

Economizes Butier, Flour,
Eggs; makes the food more
appetizing and wholesome

The only Baking Powder made
from Royal Grape Cream of Tartar

“Money!"” gasped Philip. He snatch-
ed the coin and examined it critically.

“Where did you get this? What|
Jees It mean?”

“] found it in the attic!” explained
Bobby. “There are lots more there.
Come on, I'll show you where.”

The next imoment the father and
miother, each grasping a Land of the |
frightened youngster, werc hastening
up the stairs. When they reached the
attic the whole astounding truth was
laid bare to them. Bobby had been
rummaging, as usual. Firding a loose |

| big chimney, he had pulled it out and
made a startling discovery. +
“] wanted to find out how Santa
Claus comes down the chimney,” sald
the boy, regretrully “I dido’t mean
to do #ny harm—" |
An exclamation from his father ln-‘
terrupled him. Philip. tearing away |
| the bricks to enl:irzn the opening, had
thrust bis are izto the ecavity and
drawn forth two small boxes, accom- |
panied by a shower of yellow coins. |
Amone 1hem was a scrap of paper on |
which was written: !
| “[ have no heirs, no kith nor kin.
This property goes to the finder, and
may he enjoy it. Tt consists of $30,
| 000 in gold and government bonds,
| and twice that amount in gems.
‘ “JEREMIAH SUGGS.”
Bobby was the hero of the hour,
| ind the rejoicing that followed may
| better be imagined than described.
| Was it a merry Christmas for the
Drapers? Ask Bobby, who firmly be-
l!eves he found Santa Claus’ treasure

|
|
! All the v.rur]d is a camera.
pleasant, pleace.

“Look |
i

“How do you pass the long winter
evenings at your house?”" Studying
the magaxine elub offers, trying to
selecta combination that will suit

the entire family.” —Washington
Herald.
ACTUAL STARVATION,

Facts About Indigesticn and Its Re-
lief That Should Interest You.

Although indigestion and dyspep-
sia are so prevalent, most people do
not thoroughly understand their
cause and eure. There is no reason
why most people should not eat siny-
thing they desire—if they will only
chew it carefully and thoroughly.
~viany actually starve ihemseives in-
Lo sickness through fear of eating
every good-looking, good-smelling
and good-tasting food, because it
does net agree with them.

The best thing to do is to fit your-
self to digest any good food.

We believe we can relieve dyspep-
:zia. We are go confident of this fact
that we guarantee and promise to
supply the medicine free of all cost
to every one who will use it, who is
not perfeetly satisfied with the re-
sults which it produces. We exact
no promises, and put no one under
any obligation whatever. Surely,
nothing could be fairer.
cated right here and our reputaticn
should be sufficient essurante of the
genuineness of our offer.

We want every one troubled with
indigestion or dyspepsia in any form
to come to our store and buy a box
of Rexall Dyspepsia Tablets. Take
them home and give them a reason-
able trial, according to directions.
Then, if not satisfied come to us and
get your money kack. They are
very pleasant to take; they aid to
soothe the irritable stomach, to
strengthen and invigorate the diges-
tive organs, and to promote a heal-
thy and natural bowel action, thus
leading to perfect and heaithy di-
gestion and assimilation.

A 25c. package of Rexall Dyspep-

sia Tablets furnishes 15 days treat-
ment. In ordinary cases, this is suf-
ficient to produce a cure. In more
chrenie cases a longer treatment, of
course, is necessary, and depends up-
on the severity of the trouble. For
such cases, we have two larger size-
which we sell for 50c. and $1.00,
Remember, vou can obtain Rexall

| Remedies in this communlity only at

our store—The Rexall Store. E.T.

Whitehead Company.

It's a f)it;v_r}- can’t accumulate

! wealth without economizing.

Scott’s
Emulsion

keeps children
healthful and happy.

Give them a few drops of

this strengthening food-
medicine every day and
watch them grow.

IT PREVENTS

Croup
Whooping - Cough
Bronchitis
Loss of Flesh
and many other troubles

ALL DRUGGISTS
11-15

We are lo-;

Unele Pennywize savs: Clamping
the turkey to the table only half
solves the problem: the next tling
is to keep the stufling from squiri-
ing all over the place.—~Exchange

You will find that droggistzevery.
where speai well of ( huuln riain's
Cough Remedy. They know {rom

lfmg experience in the sale of it thai
in cases of coughs and eolds it ean
always be dep ‘nded upon, and that
it is pleasant and safe to take, Fo
sale by all dealere,

“Won't vou have ananple, Hayvey
aquisred the hostess of o small guest,

“No, ma'am."”” answered rhe hitle
fellow “*I'm afraid to ecal apples ™
') . s

‘Why are vou afraid,”” a=ked the

lady. “RBecance " eoplained Havrey
“my grandima aied o) appie plexy,”’
—~Chieago News.

A Des Moinez man had an  attack
of museular rhenmatism in hisshoul-

der. A friend advigsed him  to go to
Hot Springs. That meant an « \wr-u:
of $150.00 or more, He zought

a quicker and cheaper way to m:w

it and found it in Chamberlain’s Lin-

iment. “‘lh.; drl\\ alter the first
applica’ion : niment he
well. For sale- lw all dealers,

James—Pepa, [ ain’tgot no svinp.
Father-- Jokn correet your bhrother.
John (leaning over and peering inio
James’ plate) - Yesyon is.— Harper's

Weekly.
COLDS VANISH.

Quick, Sensible Method Tihat
Doesn't 1) p at the Stomach.

Have you he dl(l of the overnizl!
cure that iz putting eoldz in the hoad
and chest out of business hetw
sunset and davhreal,

Here itis. 'at it ont and save i
if voudon't need it now. Ify.u
have a cough, cold, throat sorencs

or acute catarrh, be sure and try it
to-night just before gouing to bed.
P r aceant teaspoonful of HYOM-
EI [pronounce it High-o-me) into a
bowl of boiling water, cover head
and bowl with a towel and breathe
for several minu'es the vapor that
arises, then go Lo sleep and awake
with a clear head free from mucus,

HYOMEI isguar: nteed for catarrh

colds, coughs, eroup, asthma, sore
throat and bronchitis, or mone}
back. Bottle of Hyomei 50 eents o

i, T. Whitchesd Company and drug-
gists everywhere,

Our Glasses

that skilled

are the very hest
labor and best material can
make. Th» quality is unsur-
passed, and no delail is spared
to make them the best that
money can buy. Our facilities
are unequalled for this work
and we invite rour inspection
at all times.

Every Style

of glass made is furnished by
us and we can satisfy your eve-
ry want. It is no trouble to
show you anything and we are
always glad to be of servicé,

We Satisfy You

G Lttt COplicat G

Successore to TUCKER, HALL & CO.
OPTICIANS OF THE BEST SORT
53 Granby Street,
NORFOLK. RICHMOND. ROANOKE.
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