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THE CLAIMANTS VIEW.

Why they Mistrust the Dawes
Commission.

Waelch, March 31, 1900,

Bditor Chieftain—S8ir: I sm in
receipt of u lstier which aske me
why the claimanta and the people
who are residing in the Indian
Territory seem to be opposing the
Dawes commission in its efforts to
finally eettle the questions which
have been the source of contention
in your country. And, as the let-
ter is written appsarently in the
spirit of fairneas, I desirs 10 an-
swer the ssme through the col.
smng of your paper, knowing that
publie discussion of & proposition
of this importance can reasonsbly
do no harm, and may resull in a
great deal of good to nur peaple.

I am rearonably well informed
as 1o the acts of the Dawes com-
mission, for a8 a party In interest
I have watched them from the day
she commission was instituted, not
a8 & oritie, but as one who desired
to see the Indian Territory all that
it should be, both a4 to the charae-
ter of ita people and the preserva-
tion of the rights of those who re.
sided therein.

Without exception the ¢laimants
wr the nen-citizens in all the Bve
givilized tribes welcomed the crea-
vion of the Dawer commission,
We believe that congress was ip-
tending 10 provide a remedy for
wrongs which existed, and we be-
lieved that this was the first offi-
cial reovznition of the existence of
wrangs which required & legal
remedy. The roports of that com-
mission for the year 1895 havenow
become bistorical. They set forth
the condition of affairs in the lo.
dian nations, 'a condition without
parallel in the history of govern.
ment in this country, No stronger
arrdignment of any form has ever
been writlen than this document
whioh resulted in the passage by
eongress of the Curtis sct, snd the
assumption by the United Btates,
irrespective of treaty stipolations,
of the right to provide a means of
protection’ for all of the people
within the territory.

After the report ofithe year 1895
was writlen \he personel ol the
Dawea commission was changed—
that is, ite sclive werking per-
sonel, Senator Dawes, sgainst
whom notbing can bes or ever has

‘been ulleged, sasumed the nom-
ival chairmanship of the commiis-
sion. He cams to the Indian Ter.
riiory far & very short time, but if
be participated in the aclive work
of the domumission 1 do not ktow
it, and the ordinary claimant for
citizsenship does not know it,

The work of the comminsion was
divided. Mr. Neodles looked after
the freemen. Mr. Bigsby attended
to the office at Muskoges. This
laft Mr. McKennonyin obarge of
practically all the work in the
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fisld, and the fisld work 1 where
the Dawes commission camein
contact with the people—with
those persons whom it ia my be-
liaf it was the intent of congress (o
provide s remedy far and to afford
protection from the existing con-
ditions which rendersd them un-
able to protect either their per-
gensl or property rights,

In the Cherokes nation there
were & large number of persons
who had no shadow of a just or
equituble claim for consideration,
This was admitted by the honest
olaimants and has never been de.
nied by them. But this did not,
or sbould not, prejudice the rights
of those who were honest and who
did bave just and equitable ¢luiras
for consideration, We belisved
that the Dawes commission was
appointed for the purpose of in-
veatigating the rights ol the par-
ties, We weont before them, We
submitted for their consideration
the proof of Indian blood or resi-
dence in the territory and asked
them to adjudge these people, and
under the evidence to protect the
estale of inheritance which came
to them from their forefathers.

We are informed, and 1 beliave
correctly, that the Dawes commis-
sion, through ita active officer,
purchased s rubber stamp with the
word ‘‘rejecteld’” prepared thereon
and that instead of having our
¢lnime adjudicated, the only con-
sideration we received wan the use
of that stamp upon each and every
case which was presented to them,
excepting only a few, who had,
prior to the creation of that same
commission, been admitted to have
besn upon the rolls, In other
words, the Daweas commission s0
construed the law that il was not
aquestion. as Lo whether or not
a man was sntitled to rights in the
Cherokee nation, but simply a
question of fact whether the per-
aon who applied was, prior to the

date of hisapplication, upon the

rolla of that nation. There was no
use for this expensive machinery
of government to deoide that prop-
osition, Every man knew whether
he wad upon the rolls or not, and
a 840 per mmouth clerk could have
settlad that by @ mere examina-
tion. We were misled. [ was
apparent that the government wag
not extending relief to us, and if
that is & mistake of .ths law, and
wa believe that to have been a
mistake, we criticize the construc-
tion which permitted us to go fo
the great expense of trying a case
only to find we bad no forum and
no court before which a case could
be made,

We were told that we would
have a judicial adjudicstion, and
we never received thst. The
Dawes commission commenoced to
receive applications in the Chero.
kee natiop on April 10, 1896, The
law was mandatory that all appli-
cations should be fGled within
ninely days and all decided within
ninety days thereafier, Over 6000
cuves, involving the rights of more
than 30,000 people, were filed dur-
ing that time. AL the same lime
this commission was receiving ap-
plicativns for all of the other na-
tions in the Indian Twerritory, and
there were about 1000 applications
in the Croeks, and  about 3000 ap-
plicationa’ in the Choclaw aod
Chickssaw country. When the
time oaroe to puss upon these lim.
ited by law to ninely days, the
commission, vr the working force
of the comminsion, left the Terri-
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tory for a portion of that time.{thn Dawes commission, or rather
Thede applications involyed ques. | members of the Daweas commis-

L gae to them with the seals un-

tions of geneology, questiona of
residence; and the application of
the triba) laws, They were com-
plicated, yot avery one was pansed
upon, and (e average time given
to the consideration of thess nu-
morous records, if [airly fgured,
would amotnt to shoot ten mine
| utes to every case. From this de-

sion, ssem to be prejudiced ugninst
the clsimants and in favor of the
rolls of the Indian nations. This
courss wss certain to be popular.
It was catering to a majority, and
had we not just cuuse Lo gay it was
not right?

In the Choectaw and Chickaraw
country [ am told there are a large
number of Missiseippi Choctaws
who are entitled to enrollment
under the existing law, a# that law
is constrnoed by the Dawes com-
| mission, Some of them I know.
They are living upon their lands,
and are good citizens. The Dawes

gision, rendsred uopder circume-
'stances which ought to absolve the

eomuniasion from any blame, if vr
rors were committed sppeals were |
| ullowed to the digtrict court. And |
it s been underatood that the |
| commisgion has aeemed Lo take Ao |
| gotive pert in eflorts to sustain |
their own decisions, No more sr-
dent advorates of Lhe correctness
of their conclusions have aver ex-
isted than the membérs of that
commingion, while those same de-
eisions were rendered without the
pousibility of the consideration
they merited, These cases went
to the distriet court end were re-
ferred Lo & apecial master in chan-
cery. Ao the Cherokes pation Mr,
DelGreffanreid and Mr. Gibson
have stated both publicly and pri-
vately that some of thess records

ibiukrn and the word ‘‘rejecled™
written upon the envelope, This
was probably due to ihe circom.
slaness under which they were de-
cided, bul we have Lhe right to
object to this kind of considera.
tion, and particularly 1o object
when the judge sitempts to defend
this consideration and cleims that
comman justice has been dous,
and that mistakes have nol been
made aud the parties are nol «6-
titled to reliel.

Ak this lstter doas net refer to
the district vourt 1 shall vob ats
tempt to ray soyihing of the judg.
menia made therein. Bot il wes

reongaized by the claimants lhnl

We sought the right of sappeal’commission inita report for 1898,
upon the questions of fact. Mr. | admits the justice of their claims.
McKennon immedintely went to| That rame commission went be-
Washington and by reaspn of hig 'fore the sennte committee to pro«
and his sopposed ac- pose the legislation which was
quaintance with condigons, his| needed in the territory, and they
lnot unly amitted Lo provide o rem-
{eady, but they also advocsted a bill
fwhich would deprive thess peopls

Nor is this all. Io the Choctaw | of their possessinns and (urn them
snd Chickasuw nations the elsim- | out homelesx. The coramission
ants met with the same opposition | went further than thifttorneys for
from the court, which was spe-|the nations, sod when I say the
cially created to pass upon their |commission I mean the only onw
righta, There were cases in which [ who wes beard to speak upon that
errors were made. Cases in which | proposition. In the same legisla
by mistake or inedvertance of ‘low cffered or euggested wass =
counsel an entire family was ad- | provision protecting the so-called
mitted by the cours with theson |intruders from the loss of their
or daughter left of, and whers- | improvements, yet that contained
ever those things have been done | g clause to the sffect that thess
the Dawes commission have usol |clasimants should pay st the rate
ody relused to enrull, but linve of 82 per acre per year for the
apparently been the earoest. udvo. | land they had enclosed aud made
cates of the [udian as  a home on. It wis admitted in
against the claimant. discussion that this was an éxces.

We do ot object to their apply-  sive amount, butif that is trus
ing the law nx lhey find it, but why is the*prics fixed at the ex-
when those srrors are sought to be | treme limit a5 agaiost the claim-
corrected in coogrees we who are anw? Why is every doubt to be
out upon these lands in the In. ln-m::l!.'ed sgainst them, rather than
dian Territory are, through the  against the nstion? Judgiog from
public press; ndvised of wembers | these facts, T belisve the commie-
of the Dawes commission being in | sjon iz unfriendly to any one but
Washington seeking to prevent the natov, sud thst is another
just and proper leglslation upon | reassn why we look with suspicion
our behali—impuning our motives, | upou sny ihing which gomes from
misrepreeenting our conditions, | the commission. It must be re.
and performing Just tbe acts thal | membered thut this land was sp-
lawgers on the oibier side should | praised at aboul 82 per scre and;
be expaated to perfor, | That is as wiraws show which way the
why we havono (aith in that cot. | Dlvws, the ordivary farmer io the

oussion &k it now exists, (Conctuded on page 2.)

position
upposttion was the stropgest thing

we bad 1o ovefcome in securing
the right of appesl,
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