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Washington,  D.  C.—Dobrudja ,  tha t  fer 
t i le  Rumanian pla in  ly ing between the  
Danube and the  Black sea ,  where  Ger
man ani l  Bulgar ian  forces  recent ly  began 
;he: r  Impor tant  dr ive  nor thward.  Is  de
scr ibed In  the  fo l lowing war  geography i 
b u l l e t i n  i s s u e d  f rom Washington by the  
N'a t ionnl  Geographic  socie ty :  

"When the  low-lying,  t ree less ,  la rgely  
fon-ani ' . - swamp province  of  Ponrudja  was  
:eded to Rumania in UTS and in exchange j  
th is  na t ion  was  despoi led  of  the  rah .  ;  
th i .k lv  popula ted  province  of  Bessarabia  1 
wh ' .oh  had been a  par t  of  her  domain  j  
f i i i ' -e  i t  had  been taken f rom Russ ia  af ter  j 
the  Cr imean war ,  the  Rumanians  bel ieved j 
more  than ever In their  ancient  proverb,  j  
Guar  !  me,  (> God,  agains t  my fr iends ,  for  j 
aga ins t  my foes  I  < \ in  guard  mysc: f .  In  
;he  3S years  which have  in tervened,  how
ever .  Dobrudja  l ias  taken rapid  s t r ides ,  
thanks  to  the  advances  in  agr icul ture  and 
to  the  prosper i ty  of  the  severa l  I  Mack sea  
, ->or ts  o f  the  province .  So s t r ik ing ' . ins  
been the  development  of  the  region tha t  
i t  the  conclus ion of  the  second Bolkan 
war  i n  1 3 1 3 ,  Rumania  demanded as  her  
-hare  of  the  spoi ls  f rom Bulgar ia  an  en
l a rgement  of this  formerly despised area.  J  
Induing this  newly acquired  ter r i tory  '  
the  Dobrudja  now embraces  near ly  0.5no 
square  mi les ,  wi th  a  popula t ion  of  SOomo.  
made up of  many e lements—Rulgars ,  
Turks ,  Rumanians ,  Gypsies  and Jews.  

German Loan Helped. 
•Ry an  i ronic  whim of  fa te ,  Rumania  

paid  her  expenses  of  the  war  In  which 
she  acquired  th is  recent  addi t ion  to  Dob-
rudja  and secured the  capi ta l  for  i t s  de
velopment  f rom the  proceeds  of  a  loan of  
3nn,0»; i ,0"« '»  f rancs  f loa ted  in  Germany jus t  
pr ior  to  the  outbreak of  the  grea t  Kur»-
pean conf l ic t .  I 'nder  the  improved condi
t ions  th is  sec t ion  now produces  Impor tant  
crops  of  cerea ls ,  tobacco,  sugar  beets ,  
v ines  and mulberr ies  for  s i lk  worms.  

"Rounded on the  nor th  and west  by  
the  D a n u b e ,  on the  eas t  by  the  Black 
sea ,  and on the  south  by Bulgar ia ,  Doh-
rudja  Is  of  grea t  s t ra tegic  impor tance ,  a  
fac t  recognized by the  Romans  who de
fended th is  region on the  south  by Tra
jan ' s  wal l ,  a  double  rampar t  exu ndlng 
f rom the  Black sea ,  a t  a  point  near  Con-
s tantza ,  to  the  banks  of  the  Danube.  
The present  Rumanian-Bulgar ian  f ront ier  
i s  some 0> mi les  southwest  of  th is  ancient  
wal l ,  and extends  f rom the  r iver  to  the  
sea ,  a  dis tance  of  K»)  mi les  In  an  a i r l ine .  

"The ear l ies t  ment ion of  the  Dobrudja  
region i s  as  the  home of  the  Geta  and the  
I  >u.c ians  (Pl iny  expla ins  tha t  the  former  

Is  the  Greek nam* and the  la t ter  the  I^a t ln  
for  tho  same t r ibe) .  Herodotus  speaks  o t  
th is  people  as  ' the  braves t  and moat  hon-  ;  
o rable  of  a l l  the  Thracian  t r ibe , '  and • 
c redi ts  them with  having a t t ' -mpted to  
s tay  tho  march of  tho  Pers ians  under  
ICing Dar ius  In  the  Sixth  century  before  : 
the  Chr is t ian  era .  

An Old Battlefield. '» 
"One-  of  the  most  p ic turesque s tor ies  of  

the  ancient  inhabi tants  of  Dobrudja  i s  
re la ted  In  connect ion  wi th  an  expedi t ion  
agains t  them headed bv Phi l ip  of  Mace
donia .  The great  genera l  was  bes ieging 
one  of  the  pr incipal  towns of  the  t r ibe  
and jus t  as  he  was  about  to  g ive  the  s ig
nal  for  an assaul t  the-  ga tes  were  thrown 
open and a  long l ine  of  pr ies ts ,  c lad  in  
whi te  robes  and playing lyres ,  marched 
out  and came in t j  the  camp of  tho  enemy.  
So Impressed was  Phi l ip  by  th is  s ight  tha t  
he  spared tho  c i ty  and took Meda,  the  
daughter  of  the  Get ie  k ing,  as  his  wife .  
Thereaf ter  the  Getae  were  a l l ies  of  the  
Macedonians  in  the i r  campaign agains t  
the  Scythians .  By the"  middle  of  tho  
Four th  century ,  B.  C. ,  the  t r ibe  began to  
expand beyond the  bounds  of  Scythla  
Minor ,  as  the  region was  then known,  in
to  the  land ly ing on the  lef t  bank of  the  • 
Danube.  

"Dur ing tho las t  quar ter  of  the  Seventh  )  
century ,  Ispar ieh ,  one  of  the  l ive  sons  of  
the  legendary  Bulgar ian  Pr ince  Kuvrat ,  
wi th  a  band of  fo l lowers  f rom Bessarabia  
crossed the  Danube In to  Dobrudja  and 
conquered i t s  people .  But  the  Bulgar ians  
exper ienced the  same fa te  which the  Nor
mans  encountered  wi th  the  Saxons  In  Eng
land—the conquerors  were  absorbed by the  
conquered.  

"By the  t rea ty  cf  San Stefano.  which 
ended t h e  Uus.-o-Turklsh  war  of  18T7-7S,  in  '  
which the  Ftumanians  d is t inguished them
selves  a t  Plevna.  Dobrudja  was  ceded to?  
Russ ia  bv Turkey,  t h e  express  des ign of  
the  former  being to  acquire  the  land and • 
fo rce  Rumania  to  accept  I t  !n  exchange for  :  

coveted  Bessarabia ,  as  previously  s ta ted .  & 
"From the  point  where  ' . t  becomes the  

western  boundary  of  Dobrudja  the  Danube 
Is  a  wide  s t ream.  Rowing between low* 
banks .  I t s  waters  a re  s tudded wi th  nu- :  
morons  i s le ts  which are  the  bonus  of  vas t :  
Slocks  of  water fowls—wild  swans ,  wi ld ,  
g e e s e ,  pel icans  and herons .  A famous  t rav
eler  descr ibed the  impress ion which t i l l s  
region makes  upon passengers  of  the  r iver  
s teamers ,  thus :  'At  n ight  pe l icans  and,  
s torks  s ta lk ing about  on  lonely  Is lands  u t 
ter ing  a t  t imes  a  wild  cry ,  which,  mure* 
than anything I  know,  br ings  to  the  ni l  r id  
the  Images  of  so l i tude  and desola t ion . '  "  

Twenty Year Record of a 
Brooklyn Model Husband 

From the  New York World .  
WHAT HE DID. 

Worked every  day.  
Home every  n ight .  '  
Sa- ' id  h is  money.  

'  Traveled  16 mi les  a  day be
tween h is  home ;u id  h is  off ice .  

H ought  a  cot tage .  
Gave h is  wife  $100 every  

Chr is tmas .  
Al lowed himsel f  only  carfare  

and lunch money.  

WHAT HE DID NOT DO. 
Never  wi tnessed a  basebal l  

game.  
Never  entered  a  theater ,  caba

re t  or  o ther  amusement  p lace .  
Never  a t tended an  out ing or  

c lambake.  
Never  drank beer  or  o ther  

l iquors .  
Never  smoked or  chewed.  
Never  took n  vacat ion .  
Never  a l lowed his  af fec t ions  to  

wander  f rom his  home.  

Unless You Are a Subscriber for 

We also do fine commercial print

ing in this office. Better let us 

figure on your next work. We 

will save you money. 

THE WISHING WELL^J 
From the  Indianapol is  News.  

The rest  of  the crowd wasn' t  crazy j  

about  going,  for  i t  was  a  three  quar ter  j 
mile walk in a  broil ing sun—but I  just  j  
couldn ' t  fc- iv t :  i t  up .  in  the  f i rs t  p lace ,  j 
I 'd  never  seen any kind of  cave ,  and I  ; 
wished to  see  th is  one ,  but ,  rea l ly ,  tha i ,  
wasn ' t  the  main  objec t  of  my que-s t .  I  
had  plucked u ye l low placard  t rom the  
bun en  tha t  hung on a  t ree  near  t : :e  
pa th .  I t  was  an  entnus ias t ic  adver t i se
ment .  " f  the  cave ,  and among ai l  the  
o ther  beaut ies  and wonders  se t  for th  
i t  ca l led  par t icular  a t tent ion  f . )  the  
wishing wel l .  Of  course  I 'm not  >• 11 :  n  g  
chi ld ish ,  and I 'm not  supers t i t ious—but  
what  harm is  i i  to  wish  for  th ings . '  

I 've  a lways  been a  great  wisher ,  a  mi  
of  course  I 've  a lways  found plenty  of  
oppor tuni t ies—the f i rs t  s tar  o t  the  eve
ning,  the  new moon,  and tho p ins  wi th  
points  toward mo—but  th is  was  more  
in teres t ing  ani l  exci t ing .  I t  ;ounu ' .  d  
l ike  the  la i ry  wel ls  of  our  chi ldhood 
reading.  To be  able  to  dr ink  f rom that  
wel l  and wish  for  something,  wi th  the  
assurance  tha t  i t  would  come Hue,  
would  be  u lmost  as  good as  ca tching 
the  leprechawn and squeezing him unt i l  
he  granted  the  des i re  of  your  hear t .  
So  I  persuaded my folks  to  go  wi th  me 
to  l ind  tha t  wishing wel l .  Of  course  
there  was  an  off ice ,  wh ' - re  you had to  
pay the  pr ice  of  admiss ion.  You l iavt  
to  pay the  pr ice  for  everything when 
you s tar t  on  your  vacat ion ,  but  .v i ia t  
d id  tha t  l i t t le  fee  amount  to  compared 
wi th  ge t t ing  your  wish  granted 7  

Well ,  anyway,  the  del ic ious  coolness  
of  tha t  cave  was  wor th  a l l  i t  cos t ,  in
c luding the  long,  hot  walk .  Down,  
down we went ,  on  s teep f l ights  of  ; - t "ps  
be tween rock wal ls ,  then over  wet ,  s l ip
pery  rocks ,  and,  a t  las t ,  we ca ine  to  the  
wonderful  wel l !  An old  man wi th  long,  
gray  beard  was  i r i  charge  of  the  w.- l l .  
He  dipoed up the  water  wi th  u  t in  j 
d ipper  an ' l  handed i t  over  the  i ron ra i l  j  
to  us .  We took the  precaut ion to  pour  
i t  in to  a  sani tary  cup,  which,  I  h '>pe :  

didn ' t  bre . tk  the  charm.  I  ask ' -d  h im 
if  he  was  qui te  sure  tha t  our  wishes  
would  come t rue .  "Sure!  Wel i ,  I 'd  
reckon so ,"  was  his  indignant  le jdy.  
" I  b-en  here  for  43 year ,  and I  never  
knowed i t  lo  fa i l .  Why I 've  h id  post  
cards  f rom as  many as  S O ' J  fo lks  sa \ in '  
tha t  the i r  wish  come t rue  in  U-ss ' r  
; i  year!"  

I  imagined I  saw a  twinkle  in  b:R 
. shrewd old  eyes ,  but  maybe i t  wa. i  the  
-U-ct r ic  l ight  overhead shining b ' - . iea th  
n is  o ld  cap  br im.  There  was  too much 
hi lar i ty  in  tha t  crowd for  me to  beabl?  
to  do  any ser ious  th inking.  I  knew verv  
• .vei l  what  th .e  o ther  three  were  v/L-h-
ing .  because  of  the  laughter  in  the i r  

I  drank my cup of  c lear ,  cold  water  
and wished i t .  

o f  course ,  we didn ' t  any of  us  te l l  
what  we had wished.  That  woul . l  have  
broken the  wi tchery  of  the  place .  But ,  

j a f te r  the  o thers  had sca t tered  out ,  somp 
to  explore  the  upper  chamber  of  the  
cave  and some to  the  secre t  crevice  
where  the  d iscoverer  of  the  cave  had 
once  hidden a l l  h is  t reasure ,  1 F l ipped 
back and asked for  another  cup of  the  
water .  I  had thought  of  a  wish  tha t  
seemed mighty  impor tant—in fac t ,  i t  la  
a lways  lurking in  my mind and hear t— 
and I  drank and wished i t !  I  can ' t  
th ink tha t  i t  was  whol ly  se l f i sh ,  for  i t ' s  
coupled up  wi th  t ia rd  work whb h I 'm 
perfec t ly  wi l l ing  to  tackle ,  i f  only ,  ' i c -
oordinsr  to  the  gray ,  o ld  man 's  assur
ance .  i t ' l l  come t rue  in  less 'n  a  venr— 
and I  do  so  wish  i t  to  come t rue .  

The Siege. 
From thi ;  New York Times .  

The diplomat  who to ld  Mr.  Bal fou:  
tha t  l ie  cons idered the  naval  ba t t le  of  
Ju t land the  turning point  of  the  war  
was  probably  mis taken;  the  turning 
point  of  the  war  was  the  f ru i t less  cam
paign agains t  Verdun.  Both  were  the  
sa l  l ies  of  a  garr ison.  Everything in  
th is  war  is  on  huch a  colossa l  sca le  
tha t  what  are  ca l led  bat t les  would  
have  been ca l led  campaigns  in  o ther  
wars ,  tha t  a  campaign las t ing  for  
months  i s  ca l led  a  bat t le ,  and tha t  the  
bat t les  a re  named not  af ter  a  farm
house .  a  vi l lage ,  a  creek,  or  even a  c i ty ,  
as  in  pas t  t imes ,  but  a f ter  whole  
prcvinces  and even countr ies ;  the  ba t 
t le  of  Champagne,  the  bat t le  of  Buko-
wina .  So wi th  s ieges ,  what  Is  going 
on now is  the  s iege  of  Germany.  

The Jut land bat t le  was  a  sa l ly  oy  a 
par t  of  the  beleaguered force .  I t  in
f l ic ted  grea t  damage on the  bes iegers ,  
and the  sa l ly ing force  escaped,  wi th  
much loss ,  back in to  the  in t rench-
monls .  Tins  is  what  the  Germans  de
scr ibe  as  a  vic tory ,  but  a  sa l ly ing force  
does  not  win  a  vic tory  unless  ic  cu ts  
Us way through.  Cervera ' s  sa l ly  ended 
in  the  des t ruct ion  of  h is  force .  Scheer  
got  back;  but  ne i ther  of  them broke 
the  bes ieging l ines .  

I f  the  sa l ly  agains t  Verdun had been 
successful  i t  might  or  might  not  hi ' .ve  
ra ised  the  s iege .  I t  fa i led ,  and wi th  i t s  
fa i lure  the  bes iegers  a t tempted to  
s torm the  for t .  There  were  two 
s torming par t ies ,  one  on the  eas t  and 
• ,ne  on the  west .  They have both  made 
breaches  in  the  wal ls ,  s l ight  ones  in  the  
west ,  grea t  ones  in  the  cas t .  I f  both  
these  s to iming par t ies  were  to  fa i l ,  
mo:  e  would  fo l low,  and s t i l l  more;  
whi le  in  the  meant ime the  bes iegers  on  
the  sea  cont inue  uninter rupted  the i r  
merci less  be lauguerment ,  no  more  af 
fec ted  by the  spectacular  Ju t land sa l ly  
than the  bes iegers  of  P levna v .er - j  by  
the  sa l l ies  of  Osman Pasha .  The G°r-

eyes ,  and because  of  the  topic  tha t  had I man f lee t  i s  impotent ;  i t  cannot  even 
been uppermost  in  our  conversa t ion  a l l"  
lay ,  but  I  couldn ' t  seem to  th ink of  a  
th i r .  g  impor tant  enough for  such a  mo
mentous  an  oppor tuni ty .  I t  se .emed 
r id iculous  to  come hundreds  of  mi les  to  
i  wishing wel l ,  and then wish  the  rarao  
th ing I 'd  wished over  and over  when I  
p icked up a  pin  in  the  ki tchen a t  h in ie :  
But. after all, that same simple little 
wish seemed at that moment the dear
est. most unselfish one# could make, sc. 

in ter fere  wi th  the  f lood of  men and 
muni t ions  constant ly  f lowing «cross  
the  channel .  The bat t le  of  Ju t land was  
the  las t  grea t  sa l ly  in  the  s iege  of  Ger
many.  4  

of Man. > 
Kussleigli ta lc 'e his  

Tne Way 
" Mrs. Wilkins—Did 
misfortune like a man'! 

Mrs. Williams—Precisely. He bi*med it 
all on his wife. 
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