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ch, already conva
comfortably installed in the
ward of & small howpital in the
ploturesque Néw Morico town  Laura
almost at onoe oslablished hersel by
iw wide.

“Can you remember anything about
the wreck, French? Quest inquired.

The inspector passed his hand
woarily over his forehead.

‘It seams more like a dream—or
rather a nightmare—than anything,
he admitted, “I was sitting opposite
Cralg when the crash came. | was
unconscious for a time. When | oame |
to, 1 was almply pinned down by the |
side of the car | could see n man
working hard to release me, ||r¢rlm.(
and straining with all Lls might Bvery
now and then | got a glimpse of Wi
face. It meemed gueer, but | eoule
bave aworn It was Cralg. Then other
people passed by. | heard the shriek
of a locomotive. 1 could ses a doctor
bonding oveér some bodles. ‘Then I
all faded away and came back analn |
The socond time | was nearly (ree
The man who had beem working so
hard was just omashing the |ast bit |
of timber away, and again 1 saw his |
face and that thme | was sure that |
was Cralg. Anyway, he finished the |
job. | suddenly felt 1 could move my |
Hmbs.  The man stood up as though
exhausted, looked at me, enlled to the
doctor, and then he scemed o fada
away. It might have boen because |
whr unconsclous myself, for 1 dan’t
remember anything else until 1 found
myself in bed "

“It would Indeed.” the professor re
marked, "be un intoresting clreum-
stance—an Interesting  paychological
elrcumstance, if 1 might put it that
way—il Cralg, the archeriminal, the
man who has seemed to us so utterly
devold of all humaen fesling, should
roally have tolled in this manner to
sot free his captor.™

“Interesting or not,” Quest ob
served, “1I'd ke to know whether it
was Cralg or not, ) understand thers
wore aboul a doren unrecognizable |
bodies found. *

The nurse who had left the room
for a few minutes, returned with a
amall package in her hand, which she
handed to French. He looked at It in
& purzied manne

“Bay, what can that be?" he mut-

turning it over. “"Addressed 1o
me all right, but there isn't & soul |
known I'm hére except you folks. Wil
you open it, Miss Laura®"

Bhe took It from him and untied the
stringn. A lttle breathless cry os
caped from her lips ar she tore open
the paper A small black box was dis
clored  She opencd the d with sem- |
bling fingers and drew out a serap of
paper  They all leaned over and roald |
togather

You have all lost again,
give up? vou can never win

“THE HANDS " |

Lenora was perhaps the calmoest
Bhe stmply nodd with the
chaly alr of satlsfaction ot one who
Buda aer preconcelved deus  eon
firmed

Y knew It!" she exclaimed aoftly
" knew it at the depot  Cralgs time |
bar not come yel He may be some |

Why not

LTS Y

where neal us, even now '
ahe glanced ennily around the |
ward  Quast o had been examin

Craig Assistea
From the Burning Car.

in Dragging People

Ing the postmarks on the puckage,
threw the paper dowo |
"“The postmark's ald blurred out,’ |

he remarked. “There's no doubt about
i, that fellow Cralg bhas the devil's |
own luck., but we'll got him- wa'll Kol
hims yot. Nl Just tnke & stroll up to
police beadguarters and make a Inw
tnquirtes  You minhit eoms with me, '
Loaora, and Leaurs can get busy with
her smateur nursing.”

*1 shall make inquiries,” the profes
sor Anuounced briskly, “concerning
the loeal muscum Thers whould be
interesting rellcs hervabouts of the
prebistoric Indlans

CHAPTER XXVIIL
A man kat on the staps of the range
eook wagoen, crobohing as fr back an |
possible o take mdvantage of its allght |

| #helter from the burning sun

| thelr horses

Cowere anddling up.

“We Ain't Powertul Civilized at This Camp, but You Deon't Get Our €ook

Rl

held before him & newspaper, & ocer
taln paragraph of which he was eager
Iy devouring.
boy was already dissppeariog In s
cloud of dust

FAMOUS CRIMINOLOGIST IN ALL.
GuUrz.

Banford Quest and his asslstants, ac.
companied by Prof Lord Ashlelgh, ar
rived In Allguez 2 few days ago to
look for John Crain, formerly servant
to the scientist. Craig has not been
seen nince the accident to the limited,
a fertnight ago. and by many Is sup
posed to have perithed In the wreck.
I's was In the charge of Inspector
French, and was on his way 1o New
York to stand his trial far homicide
French was taken to the hospital, suf
fering from concussion of the brain,
but is now convalescent.

The man read the paragraph tadee
Then he pot down the paper and
lnoked steadily  across  the rolllpse
pralrle land
ter little amile upon his lips

““So it begins apmn'” he mutiersd

There was & cloud o1 dust in the
distance. The man rose to his feet,

| shaded his eves with his hand and

shambled round (o the back of the
wagon, where a long table was get out
with knives nnd forks. hunches of
bread and tineups,. He walked a Wttis
farther away to the fre, and sloww
stirred & pot of stew  The little party
of cowboyvs came thundering up. There

| wan & chorus of shouts and exclnma

tlons, whistlines  and  good-natured
chaff, as thes threw themselves from
Long Jim stood slowly
erackine his whip and looking down
the table

‘Bay. boye 1 think he's Axed things
up all right.,” he remarked. "“Comie on
with the grub, conkle'

Allently the mun Alled ench dish
with the stew and laid It In (ta plac
Then he retired to the background and
the cowboys commenced thelr meal
laong Jim winked at the others as he

| pleked up 8 elseult

‘Cankie, you're no good,” he enlled
out.  “The stews rotten  Hers fake
thin!"

He flicked the hiscult which enught

the eook on the side of the nead.  For
& moment the man started  With nis
hand apon nis temple he Mashed a

ook of hatred towards his assallant

L Long Jim langhed carelessly

"Hay, eooki the intter went on,
“where dig you get them evea? Guoss
well have to tume you & biL"

Fhe mens was soon over, and Him
strolled merose (0 where the others
He passed hin ent
arm throwgh the reine of his horse
and turned once more to ok st
Cralg

‘Bay you mind you do petter to-
nigt young fellow Ea'

He stopped short with & ery ol pain
The horse had wuddenly started,
wrenohitig ot the relne.  Jim's arm
hung helplessly down from the shoul
der

“Oea, Hoye he'n broken
groaned “Say. this i hell'™

The eook suddenly pushed hin way
through the Hitle crowd Hoe toak
Iim's shoulder firmly In otie hand and
his arm In the other The cowboy
howled with pailn

“lat go my wrm'
nim boye
in you'for this'’

He soatched at nis gun with bis
other band and the cowboye seatteresd

It ho

he whouted. “Kill

A little  The cook stepped back tha
gun fashed oot enly to be suddenly
lowered  Jim looked inercdulously to-
wards hip Jeft arm,. which hunag oo
longer helplessly by nis  stile Ha
L awnge t bhackwards and forwards and
s broad grin slowly it an s lean
brown faoe He thraet tho pun In his
holster and heio out Lie nand
‘Cookle You re all right! hee ®x
clalmed You've done the trick this
time Bay youre a mirncie!’
he cook smiled

“Your arm was fust out of Jo'nt’
ho remarked "It was rother & nard
pull, hut s all right now

Jim looked wround st the othe-s

"And to think thet | might hsrs
killed bim'™ he exclulomed Ciosoaly?
you're 5 vhite hov Youll do Wa'ra

Ening to ke you here

Criue watched them ride of 1
blitarness bad pasecd from bie

KEvanlng rame and with |t a » '
tlon of his labore. When svoryihi
was ready o serve e slanpad or
behind the wagon and looked acro
the rolling sireteh of open country.

- |

You Bhow a Warrant"

l

He |

There was no one in wight Roftly, |

| mlmost stealthily, he erept up fo the |

| wagont, fetched out from its wooden
In the distance the mall |

cane n small violin, sat down with his
burk to the wheel and bugan to pley. |
Huddenly 1 ¢ bow rested motionless |
A look of fear came (nio his fuce. He |
sprang up, The cowbovs wers all |

| stenling from the other side of NIO[

There win a quect, bit

My God, I'll make m-lmI

WRiton They had arrived and dis
mounted without his learing them. |
Ho sprang to his feot and began to
stummer apologies  Long Jim's hand |
wan laid firmly upon bhis shoulders

‘Bay, cookle, you din't need to
look we soarcd You aln’t done noth
ing wrong Me and the boys, we ke
your munsle another tune
ou that tddle!’

The vouk looked at
ment  ineredulousiy

Slug us

him for & mo
Then he roal
teedd that the cowboy was in enrnest
M pieked up the bow and commenesd
o play wgain Ty ant around him,
wondering, absolutely absorbed No
one even'mades a move towards the
foud It was Urnlg sho led them |
thers e last himoaelf, still playing
l-'“l“ Ji threw his arm Glmost caress
ingly around Lis shoulder |

“Hay, cookle,” he began, “there aln't
never noe quastions asked qum-l.lrllll.‘l
the past history of the men who find
their way sut hers, Just so long as
iy don't play the game yellow. May I
be vou've Htted up a odee little hell |
for soursell somewhers, but we win't |
nune of us hankering tn know the |
nddress, You're white and you're oue |
of us und any Uthe any guy wanis to
charge you rent for the little hell
where you got the furniture of your
conscience stared, why, you just et
us sottle wigh Wi, that's all”

The isterruption which cames was
from: outelde

“Mare of thess o o touriato,” Long
Jim muttersd Wamen, ton!

Cralg turned his hoad siowly. Quest
waid i the act of divmounting from

|llz norse Ny hin sitle wis the pro

fennor, just bohied, Lenorg and Laura
lamg Jim grected tovim with rough
cordinlity

"Say, what are you folks looking
ior e demanded

Wuost ponted w Urag

“Wae owant that man. o annoswseed
Thide o luspector French (rom New
York. | am Sauntory

I'nere was & tense silonce Cralg
covered s taee with bis nands, theo
suddenly lookea up

“I won't come,” he ecried hercoly !
‘You've tounded me sl sround the
world. | am moocent | won L come,

Quest shirugged nis shoulders  He
tlook a step forward, bul Long Jim,
a8 though by mocident, sauntered n
i way,

“Got a wurrnnt? e anked tersely

“We dont need Ot et replicd
‘He's our man, right spuugh

Rignt this minute bhe s our cook
drawled Long Jim. ‘and we sin't ex
acuy particular about golug hungry
jusd o please & bunch of sirangers
Cut ot whort mister. I you win't got
B wurrant, you alo't got ths wan

AU right” Quost aprecd The In
spector here mid | owill soon see 10
thuie,. We'll ride back to the town
shilp  With your permission, the indiee
and our elderly friend will remein for
& rest

‘You re woleome to anything we ve
goL excup' our cook i replied, |
turning sway

Parkness came early and the lttle
company grow closer and closer to the
camp fre, where Cralg had once more
taken up hin violin The professoer
had wanderad off sumewhere o the
darkness and the girls wore seuted w
lttle wpurt ey had been treated
bospltably but coldiy

Don't weam (o cotton Lo us
boys, Lauis retnatsed

“They don't Hike us,

Q
Jurst

thes

Latiira repiind

bocmuse they think = \re  pfter
Craig I wonder v 1 'm has
bowny whispering 1 b wid what
that paper In be ban bosu showing
Uraig Iy you k w hioa Lar we Ars
trotin the Mexican borde
Not more than five or six miles
beliove, Laurg repliva
Lenora ross softly to bher fest and
strotled 0 the b i
gl {] In & jowW moumn i Temj
pared, enrrviog a i ipar W
hor hund  Bhe stooped
Craig'a saddling u he whis
perad. “"Louk what | I 3
Hhe tield out tha § vhilok
Wike trncod & raughly or n map
That linews the ris that marks
the Moexicun border i w3 il b ed
You gee whare Loug Jim's put the

BEING SHOWN AT ROOF GARDEN Bee it at Roof Garden each Wednesday BEING SHOWN AT ROOF GARDEN

Bhe pointed away sonthwarils,

“Thuts the ilne,° she continued
Laura, where's the professor®

‘I don't know, Laura replied  ‘He
rode off some time ago; and he was go
ing to meet Mr, Quent.

‘It only he wore hers!" Lonora mut-
tered. 'l feel sure Craly mosans 0
escape. There he goes”

They suw bim ride off into the dark |

nesa, Lynors ran to where hor horse

was tethered
"I'm pguing after him ahe #AnD
“Ldsten Laura. 11 they ap

rive soon, send them after me

Bhe gulloped off while Laurn was
still undeclded, Almost st that mo
ment she hoard from behind the wel
come sound of horees' feet in the appo

| site direction ana Quest gallopsd up

Lavra Inld her band upon Wis rein

"Tan't o of, Laura  continued
quickly Cradg e cacaped, riding
towards the Mexienn frontier
In tollowing him Hen gune in thst
diregction.” abhe added polnting When
you eume Lo the river you'll have 1o
hunt for the bridge

Quest frowned as he gathered up
hin rulun

I wan afrald they'd try something
of the wort,’ he muttered  ‘Tell the
othurs where |'ve gone, Laura

He galloped off Into the darkness
Behind, there were stme growls from
the little group of cowboys. none of
whom, howoever, wilempied o nter
fore with him, lLong Jim stood up
aud gueed sullenly southwards,

“Cookle’'ll make the bridee all right,
he romarked. If the girl catches hvm,
she can't do anything  And that guy'H
never make (1t Whoop! Here comvs
the rest of them."”

The mapector, with the two depu
thew, rade wuddenly into the camp. he

| Inspector paume d o speak to Laurn

lamg Jim's eyes wparkled as he saw

| them awpprosch
“Ite old Harrls and fat Andy,’' he
whinpered Well bave sotne fun with
them. ™

The older of the two doputies ap-
prosched them, frowning

“Hesn at your games again, Long
Jm™ he begnn I hear you declined
to bhoand over & eriminnl whod veen
sheltering on vour raneh?  You'll get
Into frouble before you've Onishied

"Got the warrant ? Nm asked

The deputy produeed ot lLong Ilim
looked at it curlously and nasded 1w
buck

“Giuess the only
then, 18 the muh

“"Hetter produre him quickly,
deputy ndvived

Jim turned away

"Can't do 1 He'n beat ft°

“You mean that you ve let lum go®”

thing jou want,

the

"Lat i go?' Jim  repented 1
alut por woe right 1w keep him - He
took the Job on o moment's notice and
he Jefe ot o toment's notloe Fhore s
somie of your party after him, all
right

. - L] L] - . .

The hunted man turned round with
& lule parp Hetfore him wus b
Tude mountain bridge and on the
other wide—treodom  Searcoly a dog
en lengthe mwuy was lbebora and
clome v hind her enme  Quest 110
plnckonod spoed ue he walked his
hotee dhutiouxly on o the planked
Bridpe Suddenly e gave o Little ery
The frall structure, unexpoctedly in
secure soctined o away beneath nis
welght.  Lenors, who was riding fase

wik unnbile (o wtop herseli
on to the ordge at o el canter
Criig, who nad penched the other
widde 0 orufely, threw up bis bands
Lok out: " b eried My God!
The bridge suddonity eolinpsod as
though ot bl been muwde of  paper
lanurn, graspng  ber  horse,  was
thrown 1oto the sigam  Quost. gal

She enme

Dopiog up was only wble to check nim

After the Wreck Anolhar

Warning.

self juet iu time He fung himeel!
from his horve wnd plianged into the
wlream N owar pevornl woments b
furwe able o reach Lenara
From the opposite bank Cralg watolod

he waw

That's where the brioge . |
| Thut other eross Is Lo onuip,'

Lenorm
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