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PROLOGUE.

A atfory with the refreshing
breath of the great outdoora is
this. The romance and gi
of the wide, wide west of days
past are reflected in every chap-
fer. Lahoma, saved from a vio.
lent death by what is really a
modern miracle, begcomes a vital
Jactor in the wild, rough livea of
ploneers of the plains. Indian
atrategy and Indian loyalty to
frue g‘_ﬂl‘l play no amall part
in this intereating narrative. The
atory demonatrates gboye gll else
the facta that honest simplicity
in characler and thorough sin-
oerity in dealing with one's fel.
low men are virtues certain to
bring a merited reward. The
rapid action of the novel and the
vivid word painting of the char-
acters in it will make it one of
anusual attractivenesa to discern-
ing readers.

CHAPTER |,

The Teuch of a Child,

HAVE given wy wiid of honor,
my wucred oath, wol (o wiray
what | linve discovernl hee

Al these words from the pris
vner @ suout arose o whilch oaths wnd
wmocking  sughter wdngled (ke  the
growhing ond sonpping of bunger o
deted wolves

“Iben It | must die,” Gledware cried,
his volce g s shirlll excitenent Ao
Inatiog the Perovious Hsules of the ral
Bons, “don't kI the child,  You see
ahe s nxieoep, ool she's so Fouig oy
Bve. Even If she were awake she
wouldu't know hiow to tell abwout thils

eabin. For tod's sake don't kill the
Uttle girl!
Bince the selauie of dledwnre the

clld bl been 30 on thie coide tuble
In e tildst of o greass pack of cords
—gurds that bod bevn thrown down ut
the sound or hils giuopeng borse I'he
tbee soppsncted mwise moch of the ooy
Cupiesd frosn Ve waggon traln, while
OB U alrt teor beshide I swere priges

Oof thet 1ol oting expeldition too hurge
o find restitig pdnee on the boards
Nor wous this ol Mingied with stolen
Byt " g hoxes af  provi
Mk priacaats atd bags ol gold wers thie
Livedlng st b Whk b the Wigh
Wikd e Noo Muan s Land i de
U e pralvie sclismers on
thoily e i nrney  from Abllene
R, iowaid thy southwest
sl ronred  w wlnenidons
Vi o A h o sty s Yo el
| e st g of an

et poor | ogaess ol wouldn't of mode

" o ot Now, uw o s I'm
¥in v oile, Wogniig o Wedd, B |
win I LU ST TR B [ ml when
tnlk eede ! Tm o ooploms enongh 1
nin e B STl mondd mny bt by
W pomier e o khowed as Clsansns
A9 TR Whnt el s (TEELSe T T
s ths-ihat we wisn'l peser wont 1o
Ukl o sy wWhon once Kedalumd

men wie v b s He
Ihanigeh vioed knows I @
ol ut b Ehie ddisar

W oke I the dldet of n

s

we M o
Just
1 stokes nll mp
the gume, npl
falr way to win It
comes thils hore spy™

The prisomer o o frongled voles dis

il
shunty of the spolls o
Relek Willoek Is In o
that | ndmde, bt In

elniimed wuy purpose of spying.  That
mort g he hand deiven the list wagon
of the traln. contiiulng s invalid
WAl el bls stepdaughiter, for the chijd
Iylng oo the tible was  his
duughter. At the siorm that the first

wagon bad been attacked by Indimos |

be Lad turned wbout bis borses and
driven furiously over the prairie, be
knew pnot whither, All that day bhe had
fed, secing no one, hearing no pursatug
horsebeat. At ulght his wife, unshie
I ber weak condition o sustaln the
tarmible jolting, had expired. Tuking
mothing from the wagon but his sad
die, be bad mountsd ooe of the horses
with the child before him and had cop
toded hid Matt. 'the terrific wind ar
his back

“Well, pard,”
band. waiting untll he bad fnlsbed,
“you ean't pever claim that you alu't
besft given your way. for | do sdmire
froe upeéch. 1 want o address you
reasonable and make this plaln and
slmple. a» only & man that has been

allageed to be sonething of an ormtor |

eun necomplish. My men rmd me has
had our conferenie, aud Us decided
thut Both of you has got (o be st aud
nmedinte  ‘The rencons s none but
whut a sensilile minn must adinlt, and
such | take you to be 1 nin worey thils
bas bappensd, and so b Wy wen. wan
we wish you well 1'% o hard waying
pard, but whatever your Iutentlons o
My you have proved.  For whagy de
you fnd on bosting open our
Here we it playiug with onr ooty for
stnkes and our Indian togs 1vivg sl
ahout. You copldn't help woowin < thag

N 1

.opyright,

wife'n |

- BCCKENPADGE ELLIS

W1, by the Bobos: Merri)

Company.

Wadums dmid put up the fght that left
every o omd worpnn dead ome the
Beld excopt that there last wagon you
ure telflng ws ubaou

SLon wee, o led Kimball went
ot “Fou ate losing slght of the polnt
Uw fel ovim hinw bsen operatiog for sume
yeurs. but whntever we do s blumed
on e Todians. Thst there in 0 seciel
thet wor ld el vor buasiness if 10 got
out  Tomurrow g aig of white men
will bw degiedonin. fu the Washitn
P EY to met revenes for today's mas
e,

Auin Glsdware grotested that be
would never betray the band

“Oh, cut this siort™ interposed Kan
sas Kimball, with no onth  “Day Hgh
whil eateh ue and nahing Mong If we
Haten 1o that white livered spy We
don't believe In 'hat waron be (alks
abotit, nnd. ws for 11« Kid e brought
hor nionye just’ to swve hie bacon”

UNo, s Gl Hives" et Gl ware
“Cant you wee she o dead for sleep?
Bhe was terriied out of her wita all
dny, nod Fvo vidden with hor all nleht
Don't KIN her, voen He tormed (n
pamiloned exes o the leader

"Il you are!” excinimed the man
with the feri bois wliskers o who
hat been spolion of as Nrick Willoeok
“Nou't! huve o, pard. bt 'm
maen dvst R Infomats

The Woder doartesl nn angty @inte
nt the mnn who bt for the antownard
mrtivnl of Gledware would linve
from him s share of the boary o
his voleg wis sigoeoth pnd plessunt ns

Wil

he resnmed. “Yes pmnd, the W00 ineg |
G

Brick Willwk. with terrible onths
nenin expressed hilnseld as  =ioongly
o) 1o thils deisbon

“Welve bhad enomgh of this!™ led de

elnred, bs vola soddenty groawn Laed
i colid Wionsnm, tnke the prisoner
Blek Willov K. n= you've so fond of the
kit vom enn enrry ber ™ He opeimd
the deor, wd w rash of wind extin
=t the cnnil'i

Mol woent out=ide pml
brother hnd drawn romb the
ma wildl Pelok Wilook bind
out the glrl e e Jookiedd Dl Bt
the room You felliws
here,” he withiriistivel

mitend THT Db
v et

ST sl

nn stay h
Whimt
Yoot to do nin't moy casler with o

bt of men standing obwuat ookl on
Bhasd o dosend the donr on the seeng nnd
tormsl tee foee the nlght il g
hd olresddy by waptloned wioh his
oo teward they dmeor.  and Ko
Kbkl was enlmly oxntminbog b jis
tul Botweots themn aud' the  bisrses
bk Willow Kk W) commmee ta w0 it 1l
Wl b sl wlewguine b hils powertm
nrms e seowisd benvily e Gl
nor Forghven Wilkwk for Benting Wlw
it onris Y less for s arl sisulont
passitlon to hile wishy il e pw
resmcalvend that Bt oabionid be Wilke k
Bl to ddesd the fotand Blow  1e bl
Bevn tronbded before torlght by s

atilinntion on the part of thils e of
TR T W L this kunve whose
volve wns ever for werey. If ey
woere | ose hilg

An Iiises Kb pised Bis weap
o e Bee the st e fore e ot tersl o

of " P b o vnlreat for
s 11 “Huhl o, Kansas! inter
psrsd e, “Phete's not o one of the
minch belleves thot story sbout the
Inst wangon getting awny. and the dy
g wife. We luow thils Gledware g n
Py, whntever he shys, and that
Brougit the kKW sloug for ot tion

Mo Euew I we pot bnek 1o No Man's

Taiiont wo vwn 't b toudc hied, not being

Boder no Jurisdiction, and be wanted

to Mol us with our padot and fenthiers

oft.  He's n snenkjng dog, and a bul
let's oo good for Him.  But" “With an

ol “blowsed I he don't binte 10 die
| worse thun any man ever | saw!
don't mind (o spare Wl w fow min
| Otes 1P he's mpreenble. 1 put it to Wim
would be rather the kid be put ow
| of the way first und him afterward. or

dosn he want the st cnll ¥
| “For God's sake, put It off as long us
| you wiill” guavered the prisoner. “1
| wwenr I'm oo spy, | swear”—

The captain of the highwaymen In
wrposcd.  “Just you ssy another word,
and 'l put daylight into you with my
own hund Btund there and keep mum.
and I'll give yow & lttle breathing
space. Now, Brick Willock.” the lead.
of hpoke grimly, “take your turu’ firwt
Thit Kid's got to die, and you are to
do the trick and do it withuut any fool

"I ean’t,” Willook declured doggedly

“Oh, yes: yes. you can, Brick. You
sew, We can't ‘teod to no infant class,
| and 1 oin't bard hearted enough to lea ve
| & Aveereurold gi#l to die of huoger on
the pruirie. nor do | wesn to tuke her
@ no tewn or stage station s a card
for 1o L trnvked by.”

"Red " exclnlmed Willock desierate
Iy, "1 il you fale, wnd | tell you foul
that this Httle one Hves ne loug os |
do.*

Ited swiftly raised his arm nnd fired
fwidnt hilknk at Willoek's hend os @
Wi Hellned above the slesplug formn
Thoueh fumsd as ab orstor, [Led up
demmrogd very well that At thioes o
tlom s everything and there s denth
In g speaking He won noted ne a
wan who never missed his mark

we was the "Todians' that guited 1iem i

| Nuw, buwever. nls builel hind gone
astrmy  The few words (o wiich b
Dt treited oo f us an introdueeion
o thie imlendhod deed  bad proved  Lis
|mnluinu They bad been enongh 1o
witrn Wik of whs! Wus oo og
Lawd before Hed tired Willock had seot s
|nu..--| through the tiisaening  wrist

The two detonatlons were almost -
wltspeous, and Hea s ronr of paln us
e dropped Dis wekpon veng ot us un
Bocompaniment (o the crmsh of fire
» s

Ihe pext lnstnnt Willock with a sec

Comd shot from his sixsbooter seeetened |

Kousun on the grouml: then, rosbing
dmrward with  reversed weapon, he
trpuight the butt down on Bed's hend
with such foroe e (o deprive bl of
ronmeti e Bo awift and dendiy
| were hils movements. w0 wild his ap
pearance. ix with long locks strenniing
o the wind and huge binck whiskers
Whting all bt glittering eyes. aguliioe
nose Aid w0 briel space of tough red
' akln, w0 moch more ke n deton than
noman It was so voonder that the chibd,
awnkensd Ly the fring. scresmed with
error ot Buding her hond pressed 1o
hin losaom

“Come!" Willoek enlled breathlessly
o the prisoner who silll stood wih
his back to the woon, an IF horror wl
what bhe had just witnessed rondered
Blin as belploas an be had bees from
| ®hiwwr tervor

Henry Gieiwnare, aAwskened an friun
l.u tfuuce, bounded 1o bis side. Willock
! belped Blm to mount. 1hen pliced the
| ehild on the saddie in front of him

“Hide he urged honmely: Cride for
| your life! They aln't no other ¢honee
for you and the kid, and they aln't po
| other chnnce for we!’
| He lenpdd  upon e wecond
quiek as n Bush

“Which  way ¥ faltered  Glodwire
settling tn the saddie nod grasping 1he
bridie. bt withom the others's prac-
Ureml pnse

i

my

"Follow the moon. 1" ride against
the wihid More chance for one of os
If we 2in'e powether  Stirt whon | do

Red Bwiltly Rased His Gun,

Tor when they bear e
Lo ootel o Lhgit door 1w s menny dhe s
| ol poednien
Fide aml sinve the KA Tor diod's saks
| Nuw off we go!

He guve Glodwirg's pony & vicion
Ut with s lartat o dpove he spiies
Inter bl owne Brnchus, e thundoer of
Bl as they plunged 1o ailerent dive

= ey

e T TR 1 ¢

i vawind o0 siddeds oot o
N the Isolinhs] aliin ihie o
Wun Ming open and i the b o
strenmnd forth Willook, ol lng bk

| waw Tovis cusle oul, gallwr wboul e
| prostinte forins of the two ot b s
muve  bere sud twsre o odeciston
then by common impulse burst into
swinging run for the horsea,

Aw for Giledware, e never ogee turn
! his foace Urglig on Qs horse wl
uimest speadd nond elnspdng tie ohild o
lis Brvost, he raosd toward the [ight
| The shadow of borse, mng il ehillg

at orst long and bisck

mere wpeck, then vanilshed with the
Hder beyond the elrcle of the level
waorli,

Brick Willock, gallopiug towand the
southwest, frequently losked buck, He
daw the desperndoes leap upon thelr
horses, wheel about In sbhort clrecles
it brought the animaly upright, then
spring forwand lo puruit, He heard
the shuuting, which, though far away
sotiided the unmistakable secent of

ernable fury.

lttle gir] and ber stepfather had
vauinbed from the smooth, open page
of the Texas Panhandle, nod Briek
Willock refoleed with a Joy new to
him that these escaped prisoners had
not been pursued. It wis himoself thin
the band meant 1o subject to thelr sny
age vengeance and himself sloge, as
he woll knew

An Lhelr fets parsoed Dl Witloek
Iny along the Bady of the beoneho, fenl
ing bls wtwal vory small
Very irge, nod yet, dospdte the eain of
lend, his pleasurs over thie
the ehlld warmed Lis Genrt

wid  Nibisel

e of

Me ad welsctod for s o1f nud for
Pledwinre poales thinr bnd often baes
ran ngalnst sneh other sl which o
uthers of all el Kbl 1] canhd
aurpnes In spead flledwnro nnd the

child were ou the pouy thne Khntil
bad once staked agniuat the swiftesy
snlmal the Tolaps could praloos,
| Willack rode the pride of the ludlan

brigl witkech had alinost won the prize.
Tow ruce wan loug but always un |
vl The rufllsos, who bnd dashiod
frow the govtie of the cablp nlmost In
mn oeven Hoe, scatteoed and strogglod
utievenly, Now ouly two wers nble to
send bullets whistling about Wilock's |
heml; wow only one foumd It possible
o cover the distnnee. At last he fell
out of rmuge

The child who Bad Inin so trustingly |
apon Willoek's wild bosom, who had |
cliug to him ne to n fther—she "Il]
safe!  Au unwouted simble crept andef
the bristiing board of the fueitive, as
be urged the pony forwnrd In unrelas
Ing  wpesd Bhould e wevk n-l'ul‘l'l
ninong ey ilised communities his crites |
wonld iaug over bis bead. To venture
Wite his old baupts o No Man's Land
Wit b to expose bin back to the as
wasnin w hinife. or his breast to nmbuash
od morderera

These were desperate reflectlons, and
the futire soomed fenmed in solitude
yeu Brick Willock rode on with that
odd swile about the grim Wm  The
wknmille was unlike Sim, but, the whole
affulr was such o experience as had
never sutersd his most dnix fancy
Never hefore In his [ife bad be beld o
clilid In Wi arios, still less Bnd he felt
the sweet embrace of peaceful slum
ber

The wmun bind risen when the pony
after n few tottering steps, suddenty
sunk to earth Willook unfastened the
halver from e peck. thal It with the
Inrint about his walst, and without
palse wet out nfoot

Though #tF from long Fding. the
chiunge of motion soon hronght repew
ed vigor, Willock bad grown thirsty
npd nx the sun rose higher apd ey
down on hlm from sn unclonded sky
s eyes wearched the pladns engerly
fur some shiolter that promised waior
He did not look o valun Agninst the
horigon rose the tow bite shagpes of the
Wiehiitn wountains, looking nt test lke
Mt wheets of canlbanrd, cut out by »
vcareless Dd ol set upeight fu the
. e ndvaposd, growing wenker
Bremtliie with more dieulty, bue st
muttering, “Not sel - uot Just yort

The mountains bnd bogun to spread
nprt There were long ranges and
short,  Here wud thore, o Torm thut
had weemed an Integesl part of som
rnre dotined eolf ne distineg from
Al wthers, Ivine Mke dn sland of roct
In o sen of unbroken desert.  Willoek
Wik mpproachiing the Wiehits  moun
Liluw from thelr sounlhwestern extrem |
ity A far ws he conld see o one 41 |
rection the grotesque forms stretehs) |
I Isodatedd ehins or single grongs; b
ke onhier the ool was Fenebisd, npd
Bevoned tny the wibiroken waste of the
Froovlovmlie

Hwuying on his great legs an
the of an tufant
ThivI e the emd of the system
of grontte sparsely dottsd with |

howe Dl to 0 belght of
ot

fin thie @eoninil
W, Pos

et 1 hivpe

Wk s LR

hie
Yy
A wanll
LTOOT P
Wl [y
e sl

nl siimn

hils evew red
tHime he e
nert, stieing, his Lirmin
Ing e work It vouder stinsl 5
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Whitte saspppint inge
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el
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Hrinns
Telit 1t not Ve

mig
mirge
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with sl
LT
el
10
1oy

He stnr

whid!
W Nt ft whs n
Warw 1Y paensdbiles for o mirnge o i
the funey thit o wagon
tininidrest foert
g
(TET] S TTTELR RIS I
tiey dlewsn i Hineses 1o tile
W is e slgn of I

iy fow nwpyvh

s rvnlly now

ore were
ghost wneg
I ot
s B0 waonilil taot haive Lev
ot Diow

bairren Wit )"

efr intner I W W

LR 1]

tored up ot the sun os |1F po e
doselt thint hie wWiis thiven
“tis | v, fewalish He begy
| I f () S TTTT O 1l o
ol s Ax IF grew pin I ull
LR (R AT E e fo bl
The stros S CYRRE T Aty {11
temgd vl He
wird it his b
W el I wn

1w ke

VIR0
LTl
bW tr
L

ngth
everal at
stiiewersl ot

Te wramthisd one of th
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A oseneching look di=tHngalshig pwo
ibidin thioet exaclanitovdl
il other pin
of the wiga
I hy

Preoeini i bieenyt log
ur e

WO weamsn. e

[TTIR A ST

Pt
face oy ers ith
Peont sebr stiund o Keg
rlebl form of the w
thon of 1he Tt
thnt whe wos denl

il e this
T
iy wiid thee prost
nnd  hands

il W big
shiowamt

The wnn recopulesd thils teath, but It
oy o diw tmpreesslon Thnt
of water meant Hfe - umd Hle was
nlfald more to him than death

il
Ky

| Meiibrew Blmself upon the sent, sunteh
lgmsetiod to n | 1

vt the tin o beskite the keg and
tevw ot thie cloth coversd  oortieos's
tiv) Lae fow  Hiving sluked

WS thirst there was milnghsd with his
of  ineffalile  content an over
whelining destre for sleep,  He drop |
iwd on the second wattress, on which |
bedelothes werg curelessly strown, Hin i
head found the empty plllow that lay
Indented an 1t bad Leen left by -m’
vaniahed sleoper. As his eyelids closed
he fell sound nsleep. Bui for the ris
Ing and falllng of his powerful breast
he was motionless ne the body of the
woman, !

On the duwelike summit of Mount
Weish, & mile away, a mountain lion
showed his sinveus form against the
sky TOO fest In alr. and from the
mountain sde near at hand stared |
from wmong the thick greenery of a
cedar the fuee of an Indlan whose
blnek hulr wan adorned by n single
red feniber

When Wilkwk started up from the
mattress in the covered wagon the sun
il wet Vivery olpjeet

st lpma

hnwever, wis

| vlearly deflued tn e B glow of the

i louw \ e thahr ned It nesflisd hint
B planece o i the wvenie thnt  Lind
ST T v mheltor wia Ay
bar henlde the dend  woent Ha felt
| BB IO el g destre to ook on her
e Vor s there bnd Lwopn  pe
wWamen In Lis orid hut the sbeindoged
‘renty vt it alisliee I the pe
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i (VIR (T ‘YN0 I : -
ot (1) [ ilest A ) il g
din by any official  binrd I New I_I : : o e
Mexics Anil there | cadlstinetian o TR S '1'+ "'hl H
Wa Lo merit i the members af the 0 P w ey X b i .‘,“
R i It wa CELUTLUR (] CLLCLRE N P T f » b Tl ', b
o teumt work, aod o rchly diesirvs Loz h X ‘I I ' PR T
Lhe Uk Webion ol e proaipiles i Fa : ) e Eapeieiaod e
the state, i i o
A atuidy of the tpures shows som Piaeble, Colh. et oy
ll!ll-v- wurthy of nole Far eNninm U . i 1 r = ‘i T .1 - o tuni
wmony the amounts of property (0und (i, ee o e A it
not on the tux rolls of the verion :_r it b I,I Vo g Sa08 938 o
Counties, o Art Illﬂ stanids |llul|r--t l e 7 el g for the dnlun '

with o total of $GHH, 1GH.060, Vulenela
county next with a totul of $612,144,
00, and Colfux u close third with w
total of §H46,K80,80, None of the
other counties came anywhere near
this amount of tax dedging property
Socorro being next with » total of
$362.381.80, wnd Sun Miguel with

} $304,614.50,

Great sssessors they have in thowe
three counties, that could miss over
half u million dollars of property in
each one! Thank the .odp ey mre
not democrats, or we never would
it.  And then oo,
assessors  of Socorro and Sun
not  democrats nor nre
the assessors of Guadalupe, Mora,
thut

And further; none of the democra
tic counties reached $100,000 of tyx
dodging property, except Eddy with
n totul of S180 000, ;.mll the avernee

of nll these counties bs less than 200,
0M), while the average of the reonbill-
N countivs v upproximately 52875,
T A study of the tubiulation, which
we publivh elsowhere, ahos Lo he
decidedly fuvorsble to the domoors

e countias In this and otlier rusipects,

But the sum total of tux loding
proparty put on the rolls, £4.9324,100,
GE, e o miore drop in the wkel com
lau'b'll with what ought 10 be thore
With ita Umited moans, it is rather

surprising  the commission found so

{ ek

mernationsl Bank of Commei. o«

Washington, Oct. 4 A b
Morgenthau, at ConstanUnople, wan
instructed by cable wday to mform
the Turkish  minister of forvign uf
fuirs  that public sentimemt in  the
United Stules wus so stirred by the
reports of theArmenian stroMehs thit
unless the mussacres consd friendly
relations botween the American )
ua and the people of Turkey wonld

threatened.

Lanaford, Pa, Oct. 4.—The nix man
und three boys vwho were rescued yon
terduy after huving been Impriscisd
fur more than aix days in the Coul
dile mine of the Lehigh Comt® Muvi-
untion Co, were in goudd condition
toduy and all wre cxpecied to be ubile
b go to thie humes 0 & fuw days

Oct. 4

Laondon, Fwe  powerful
sjundrony aro reported  te bave up
tla!l-d ol the Bulgarinn cosst oeur

nrns, on the HMuek wa,

| | T et 4.—Nicholas Flatley, ot
the Il Heruld, was selectend @
Lh Newsdl sooirer for Doston tn the
COIILLE W urieg by the Hase
ball W wasuvetntion, of this eily
Lol y

. o ——

If you MUST awear, call st the Ous.
rent ofMice and do It iegally. Nll“f'
always In,



