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"Now, my good Arthur." auawercd
Deataotid solemnly, 'dou't you think I

may know my own bustuess as welljaa,
you de? list this wan coiufertnblyin-t- o

u private ward, and then, but net
torero, yeu shall hear aUVbero U to
hour. What's tUo good of arguing
nbaut things Jtiu don't understand In
tbe leastr
llarr shrugged his ulioulUfm and,

dropped fnrttiur discussion. In alienee
be teuelud ttio bell, llnek rain tho
two nttetidanta tind received their fur-- '
thcr orders Desmond added a guttural)
word or two to the patient, and nil
turns reUred stall-ward- . The l'lnn een-thiue- d

to wave hla hand excitedly to-

ward lila benefactor m lie wltltdrew
upward, and tlm flow of hla grateful
word died slowly Into tho emptiness
of tbe pamngea. A door abut In tun,
distance. The last of bis chat-
tering woro mill.

Then llarr turned ngnln to Ida friend.
"Now perhaps," said lio, "you'll lie
kind enough to explain yourself. What
baa thla hotoloa luibcollo been Htutllnac
you wlthT

The other looted at bun with an air
of t'ompaaaloti. lie lilptied tho end rit
Ills cigar and apat a shred of leaf Into
tho gralo before lie auaworod, settling
himself comfortably Into tho recesso
of Ida nrmolinlr.

"What an old, fnt headed, narrow
minded customer yon nro, Arthur," h
began olioorfully. "IJvcr been out of
lltiKland yet? No; now I coiua to think
cf It, you nevor liavo. Well, we'll right
all that presently. However, hare goes
for the romance. If you llko to think It
no. 1 swear to you It's gospel truth. I
feel It In my bone. The elwp couldn't
have (KHMlbly Imagined the thin?. 1 Is-

oldes, I've henrd myself but that's net.
thcr hare nor there."

Bar shored forwnrd the other en ay
chnlr and reached for a cigarette.

"Well, I'll bwir you," he said, "hut
draw It mild If It'a particularly sonsa-tlona- l.

Thf practlco of modlrlno doesn't
Induce a high lovol of receptivity for
tho marvelous. Trot out your Hit. I'll
reserve Judgment till nf terwnrd."

OIIAl'TICIt II.
A MTItANOK TALIS OUT 01" TUB NORTH.
DeBUiotid looked at Ida friend for a

tnoiumit without spooking, pulling
groat clouda of amoko na ho sought a
clothing of Niiltahlo worda for lila rev-
elation. Then na the tnarrola of It
swelled lu Ida memory ho dnahed Into
It Incontluuul, forbearing oratory.

"lly guui, Arthur, It la n grout gumo!
The follow'a ihuiio'h Lnra-L- ura Plad-Ja- .

What il'you think of that?
and pretty original In lSnst

London, oh? He cornea from Hkolllgeu,
a vlllago In tho dlstrlct-hang- ed If I
remomhor tho dlatrlct, but It'a sotno-wher-o

In nortliwoat Klnliind and ou
tho aonbourd. There'll bo time enough
to 11ml out the geographical details.
Khortly, lila atory la thla:

"Ho'a a woodman, or ralher was
whan he wan nt homo. He wna em-
ployed ou the estate of a mngnate of
aorta. I've forgotten lila iinme, too,
but It doeau't signify. At any rate, Ida
employer Rot Into tome meaa with tho
government and doeau't Inhabit lila

halla. Tho government rtiiw
tho concern on couilaeatloii principle
In the old chap's absence.

"Thla man I'ladJa apenda Ida time In
tho forests. Ooea for daya logothur
among tho pluoa and doeau't
aoul. How he'a got to lOnulaud ho Iiad
only the lioatllot notion of. ThtnkN
when ho waa imlKK?Jlo"

"Oil, he knowa he'a Immiii dotty,
thonr InUirrupU-- lturr. "Timt'a
fairly hcullhy aicu at leoat."

"lie knowa right euouRh, but he'a
bb aane aa you or 1 nuw. AVell, he
think when lie wna lu that state that
lie wandered on board aomo ahlp lu
Uloabortf, atowod nwny and Kot ftrwl
out lu tho port of London. He hna
aomo aort of nilaty rumlulMenee of
being kuoekod about by a cro eyed
aeouudrel ou board, but enn't retaeiu
tttir Much. UVi got hit umttiow,
that's the main twlnt."

''That cettaluly tho main iwlnt
up to now," nureed Jtarr.

"Dou't Interrupt. Now enters Ut
villain of tho piece. It aeetna be mar-
ried hla wife lu the face of atrong

from twr popU-levaa- tMl

with licr, lu faet. IIr brother, wlw
ovoHia to have bei a lMirtlctilarly
utrtxHoua aert of acouwlrel, never for-sav- u

him. The youae woman wna fair
io leek Uwu, and thla deadly brute luui
beped to inako n bit by offeriHg her to
ibe nlgheat bUlder."

"There mmmt aeuitd cAHunercbil tet
in that," netb llarr, "but 1 apeaK mi a
foo) on fewlNlne aebjecta."

"Vtw da. Dry uji. Our frtattd nweaw-e- d

titia lAieh entirely, ami nil lwttMi-ea- k

of a brotber-lii-Ia- mmr
forgave hltu. Nothlnu bantwiteil for a
Umn, but the other waa oh Ute wateti.
Now we liUHH-- t the blue lljhta for the
aeiulmlraoulotM touch.

"One da I'ladja waa eatinx l grub
bealde A fereat brook r rather oImii-ue- l,

fer It wai n drought aummer
when In one of the (wet lie twee a
metal red atleklng up among the !)-ble- u

and satHl."
llarr alretohed out but lege and guf-

fawed, "lllwu your heart, llllly, the
beggar'a atelati It out of Ute 'Aralrlaa
Mshte.' llHW wwli for thla prleeleea
lnferawtUMir

"Netlilag, you am. Itethlei, ttto
ean't read. Httut up awl let m flu-la-

lie Mtee, aa I mj, h Metal rod adpulla at It."
MMau ia naturally a preieBtle aMl-a-

fttplalaed Itarr. -- Hla iuitineta
would nil iKN-m- him ta de leM."

paying no Mttwtloti te Uttt HarennHt,
"and up It cornea. He flnda it'a art
metal ami ef a Hall color, but In pttlt-lu- g

at It the temla nm oraelM hikw It
ahowed lulgut. In ira4nt of faet It'a
gold."

"What bMr' qnerletl llarr softly. "I
could have awoni It."

"At thla," went on DeomotHl excttetl-ly- .

"he paddled into tlw water awl be-
gan to dig and delve for all ha wnn

worth. In a minute or two up eamo n
cup ami a Utile later a iHtckkoe. llieti,
a lack would have it, a cknUnirat
nud thunderstorm came on, dowu mim
a del life, awl before he know want
wna what toe torrent waa roaring
away ton feet deop."

"The lawa of nature are Irapertoua,"
said llarr. "Water nuiat It ml tta
level."

"Wall, that didn't put blm (Hit at alb
because lie knew that he could return
Wlien tbe storm waa over and scoop In
the remainder. He burled the cup and
necklace, not wishing to exrtta aoajH-ele- n

by bursting too murh tnaauro on
tlie community all at unco, bat tbe
Heopter for that's what It undoubted-
ly was, by hla deacrtptlou-b- o out up
Into little bits and took home. Ho sold
it lump by lump to a money lender,
and thla old fool let tbe cat out of tba
bflg.

"go It came to the brother-in-law- 's

ears tlmt hla sister's husband bad get
Homethtng worth selling. He came
down like a cartload of brick, lie de-

manded Ills share, and our friend very
twtutally told blm to go to the devil
Then thla stupendous villain began bis
tricks."

"It's 'All !labn at J tba Forty
Tliloves,' llllly," said llarr stolidly.
"You can't get away from It"

"Humbug! This was the way of Iti
Tho follow lu charge of the Mkelllgen
estates waa apparently Just such an-

other brute. He was a relation of tho
former owner, as far as I can mako
out. Aa lie was by no means a persona

"It'tsmiktlMi andtht lrtu 'iHteeea,'
JlhV' taMtktrr itotuhy.

grata to tbe Intelligent iiensantry, he
had a lieutenant aod a couple of doaen
aoldlers to look after blm. These two
lioaulles went to tbe officer and trump-w- l

up some aort of ciiargo against tbe
uufortunate Jjira and got blm shored
Into jail. What they did to blm thaw
Lord only knows, but some utter devil-laboos-

for there seems no doubt It
was there bo wont off bis bead,"

"Humph!" said llarr uubolk vlngly.
"The (iiiestlou Is, Was he ever on H7"

"lie can't give any detailed account
of the matter. All bo remembers Is
that bis wife was mixed up In it It
was on seeing Iter In their hands that
eometlilug cracked Inaldo blm as lie
dMteiilios It and he waa endowed wltli
tho strength of ten. Somehow or otbor
he must liavo hewed bis way out, for
the next thing bo rumembers he and
hla wlfo were outside In the forest.
After a bit his wlfo couldn't move nay
more, lie realises now that abe must
have died then, but be says bo didn't
at the Uuo. Directly after that lie was
alone and tearing through the forosi.
lie must hare visited aud uuenrthod
bla buried treasure lu some sort of In-

stinctive way, Just as a dog scratches
up Its bouee, for when be was on the
ahlp be found tho necklet round bla
ueck."

"Wnory: Is It the same necklet V
quoth llarr. "Where la It my moet
oredulotts youug rriendr

Desmond thrust his hand Into Ids
pocket and nang a string of amber
beads upon tbe table. "There you are,
tnr unbelieving Thomas. Now let me
go on." And lie resumed bis tale as
ftnrr examined the gold linked eirclet

"He thinks there wore a lot of wolree
In the forvat, aud that he piared vrHb
thotu and laughed to Utem from the
tree tope, but that may well bo a bit
of Imagination, as you suggest Mot
that doesn't matter as tar aa Ute rest
af tbe sloryM1 eonevmod."

"Hang It BtUy." retaoMtMlod llarr,
"don't gag at a wolf or two after swal-
lowing a burled board I Lefa have tila
wolrts by all means. Moat elective
14MMH,"

"All right Orin If you llko. You
won't not me off It Now bo's In Ute
wlhlaat sort of state at finding I under-
stand him, and bo's bogged nw by all
I Hold sacred to take him back to Ida
Imhm and give blm a chanoe to see bis
desire upon bU ostomies. I told blm be
was a fool for his pains to wander
back to a irfaee where, as sure aa eggs
are eggs, bi ll only be clapped in prts-o- u

again, and probably a worse thing
than before come unu him. Hut It'a
ho we. It wasn't at Aret by any means
that be let on about this only aa a
mean of bribing me to take blm along.
Hod spent himself nrst In expiakibiK
bis tale of woe wUhMit any hIIimmh to
this treasure trove. Nbw. seriously,
what dyon Ulokr

"1 think very seriously Haloed,"
lbttT, "for I psrootvo that you

ami ha are ImmUm who dsfitor omIv In
,degr. iTobeWy in soma of hto salkx
, wanderings he picked up tlOa old neefe
liajre. swelwiwhajfiaajv

)hnp not-n- nd evolved tho romalnder
out of n whisky or vodkl hontcd lm-- 1

agination. Hut I know you well enough
to be perfectly nwaro that what you
call your tnlnd la already made up and
tb.it you mean sailing up to Skeleton-
ed w Us lever the outlandish plnee may

i to dost after this fantastic phan-
tom of a lunatic's brain. So tie It It'll
be a Jaunt anyway I shall perhaps

iprcveni your geuuiR inio uiu muni
kind of eerapc, so I'll como.

lint. O m tbe blatant abaurdlty of
the buelnoiHtf"
"m, tbe re you're talking wild, old

man," said Dsnmeml, getUng up ami
straddling across the hearth rug. "This
Isn't tbe first time by many tlmt I've
beard of viking treasure being burled
up north. If rnu eutno to think nf It
and cotwkier bow thofce old ouatoiuera
wore always raiding south, It'a a won-
der that more of tbe stuff luisn't come
down the centuries. In my opinion,
tliere's more nf It burled than has ever
been found."

"That 1 should tlrtiilc, Is exoemlve-l- y

probablo," sabl Itarr dryly, "so why
go paddling after It lu a mountain tor
reutf II uel i lieltw form a syndteate of
exploration and discovery and send
other fools. The Ituosiau government
will let you hare a concession ot all
Finland ptvbably for it couple of Av-

ars. What on earth sltotdd bring,
scepters and necklets into the IksI of
a stream 7"

"That's the convincing thing about
It," said Desmond. "If the liefcgnr
bad only come with n tale of burled
treasure, 1 might lmvo thought with
you. Hut my boy, it isn't llkoly bo
would Imagine the etrenm Incident
It's a trlllH too improbable miles ymi
consldor other testimony. It's just
here that blatory Iraeks hint up. It'a
well kuown that tho old vlklnga iiimhI

to bury their special chlofs by turning
aside the course of n stream, putting
the corpse in a holu lu the bed of It
and thou turning on tbn tap again-Wha- t

they did for their cblefu you
may bot a very oouslderablo iwrt of
your lucerne they did for their worldly
goods. Ookl's more valuable than even
heroic carrion. Anyway, I'm going to
have a look, see? And you're coming
along to call fair. Dace tho Domini,
or must I uso force?"

Itarr yawned aggressively and look-o- il

upon hi friana with contemptuoua
pity. "Von always woro an enthualas-tltnll.- v

dogged ass, Billy," be began,
"and 1 s'poeo you alwnya will bo till
you got a good fall. Vos, I'm coming,
but If you think"

Desmond caught blm by tho elbow
and twbtted him out of bla chulr.
"There, Arthur, that's qultu enough.
That'll sulllco to rallovo your e.

Come along vrltb mo to tho
club, nnd tbon wo'll sco what sport tho
town affords. If you preached till
doomsday, you wouldn't turu mo, so
drop It"

Ho reached Ida band ovor to n pog,
lifted dumi a lmt nud dumped It on tho
other's head. Throating bint ami bis
expostulations before blm, bo drove,
him from tbe room. Tho sound of the
wordy warfare grow thinner down tho
IMSsagoa. The grant doors o( tho hos-
pital swung to. Their nltarontlons final-
ly lost themselves In the swirl of the
Ixindon tiwttlc. Thus whs the for)
conceived atul begun. '

OHAPTMIt III.
ooaTMAnAxn or waii.

A glassy sbevn lay uiwit tho fnco of
tbe waters, dimmed and ahlvotvd now
and agabi by little catapawa off the
land. The whlto wings of the nondrlk
Hudson were sproad, but ns ufteu na
not Uappod Idly against the mast when
h breose dlwl, rose and died again.

Over tbe narrows of the sound lay a
hasn, simmering In the April sun. The
white cottages nf Yaodbuk nnd other
longshore rillagus nestled into the
green of the beech wooda, allowing
spotlessly against the glare It wus n
perfect day In a perfect Scandinavian
priug.
llarr rolled, atretcbed himself nud

then saatk luxuriously bnk Into bla
lair among the oiihIiIoiih. ills faoa ex-

pressed a boatltudo of cunteut Ilia
cigar smeks oncirelod blm like n Ins-ciou- a

bain. Ilia yawn coneetttrtttcd In-

to lla espanalveueHa tbe languorous ts

of seven days of milnterrui'ted
Idleness. lis blinked upon the Danish
snores with a pbtrld aeiuie ot propri-
etorship In their tMutirt as by right of
discovery. He waa soaked nud mirftlt-o- d

in a warm Iwtb of son brcuse and
sunshine. His blood rau wltadtrbliu aa
wine.

To blm entered Desmond from the
eempnulc nwmy. A businesslike idr and
tbe Importance of command lay think
upon him . lie bawled lila orders wit'
no uncertain sound, and tlw whir of
tbe wheal spokes follow oil swift upon
his wostls. Kefore a sudden gust tbo
Itrow crept round to starboard. Tbe
yacht bosjaH to nose Inland te where
OopoabAfeti showed digs In tbe man-
tle of the bent Iiaae, girt with the fur--

of ber aMpplitg.
llarr raised bU oyobfows. "Going In,

old inant" bo ijuerleil.
DeenwAil nodded. "Yes; going to call

fer an hour."
"You aakl you shouldn't stop short ot

uleaborg. Why this wnywardueeeT"
Desiaom slirtigged ills sliouUlurs.

"There were all these Hiraora of war
before we came out. Heat to bear
what's itappeiied, If 1 can. I couldn't
make oat what those msu meant that
we hailed Just now. Bometblng about
Itussla. If we're going to shove our
Iteads into the bears Jaws, we tun) as
well know bow we stand."

llarr Hroaned loudly. "It that Isn't
ay luck exaetly! Here am I on my nrst
real holiday for two yearn, ami then
the bUgbtod emperor of Ituseta must
step In to spoil the whole show.
should have thought my little egg baa-h-

might have been spiled without
plunging Ute nations into war. Hut not
my look m the kind that Imnrosaes It
B4ir upon you with stuneudeos ami

reftfijUboMgbt Ut wtaajyjtns. .With

any ordinary folk It would have been
measles, or a broken ami. or, at most
n shipwreck. With me It's either drop
the whole bitaltiefa or a probable Ave
yars of n Ituaalan fortmw, or, may-hu-

a bullet. Well. weiL man's born
in trouble as tbe sparks fly upward.
I'm sorry my eternal destiny has drag-
ged you Into Its baneful orbit Hilly."

D eamo ltd laughed and nlled lfbj pipe.
"All's exiierience. my boy. even tbe In-

side of a Itusetaii tirison. Not that 1

think It'll como to that. We needn't
make our moan Ml wo hoar more cer-
tainly. Oiirl yoanmlf up again nnd
snore imeefully. I'll waken you when
wo clear for action."

Thay drifted slowly along, the two
knot sepbyr ran It lug Irregularly upon
their canvas, and passed tutu tbe han
ttel tlmt runs between tbe Island and
the blunt spit of laud upon which the
Ditulali capital stands. As tbe chain
rattled In the Imwse inne the dingey
took tlw water ami Desmond was net
nsltore. Itarr returned happily to bla
nltiinbera.

Two lHibra later lie waa awakened by
the sound of bis friend's voice and by
tho din of tbo anchor coming home.
He was aware aa be bilnklngly sur
veyed bis snrronwlingo that tho yacht
waa under weigh again nod was crt-e-

lug out of liar bur. 8 bo was heading
fur the Swedish coast. Itoamond lind
returned to bis elmlr nnd to bla eternal
pipe, which he waa methodically Bluff-
ing with blrdeeye. The grin Hint
usually lurked on his ingenious coun
tenance wam lacking. He seemed to he
considering eomothtng with absolute
seriousness mid concern. This pheiii iu- -

cuott was so entirely foreign to bis
temperament and customs that itarr
eat up to regard blm with anxiety.

"How now, Hilly?" bo quettn.itl.
"I'or goodness' sake, what's tip?"

Desmond blow a cloud at hint. "Noth
ing at present Everything, probably,
In tbe near future. Victoria, queen of
Great Hritalu, nud Napoleon, emporor
of tbe Freucli, lmve conjointly espous
ed the cause of Turkey. Jrbey have
notllled Nicholas, tho Ilttsstau, that ho
ia to quit pounding the sons of Islam.
Moet unjustifiably nnd unaccountably
they have failed to consult me. A rum-
pus must needs ensue. Tho question Is,
What about us and our Utile gamer'

"Ia war an absolute certainty T'
"Nothing's u certainty, my boy, but

tho odds aro a thousand to one on.
Nicholas ta not the roan to take that
sort of thing Hitting down."

llarr shrugged lrta sltoiilders. "Uow
can 1 say, old man? I risk nothing but
my very Inconsiderable self. You risk
your ship and crew. Certainly It's Air
you to decldo."

"Thov neetu to think our fleet's com
ing up lluro, too," mused Desmond.
"It would be ripping to see tbe turn
up. Hoaldos, why should an absurd ru-

mor put us from our purpose? Any-
way, wovo got to decide within ton
nilnulos. When we're opposite Malmo,
we must olthor swing port for homo or
starboard for tho Hal tic. Now, which
la It to ber

"I'm youra to command In ihmco or
war," said llarr. "I don't mind own-lu- g

that, from a strictly personal ilnt
ot view, I'm for continuing. The joy
and mystery of the quest were Jnst be-
ginning to flltsr Into ray vim Is. Hut
oh I said before, I liavo no resjionslbl!-It- y

to brake my opinion. It runs .un-

weighted. Do just what you tirifik
host"

Desmond puckered bis brows. "X'm
banged if I know what to do. I want
to go on, of course, ami so do you. Ilht
tlto question Is, Are we Juetllled In
risking crew and ship?"

"If our Heat's to come up bore, these
waters will 1m as safe for us In a weak
or two as the ltugllsh channel. Tilt
Hum liasu'l a tiniest chance of sticking
up to them. Hut why dou't you con-

sult Jotiea and one or two ot the crew?
Of course l'indja will want to go on all
tho more. He'b ee ehanoes of endless
gore aud revenge upon tbe oimrsasor.
Hut our men ought to have a say In
(lis matter."

Tho nuisteur commanding officer
lla mod out In Desmond In a moment
"Nonsense!" he snapped. "It's an end
of all discipline it you cry tu your
naval wet nurse every time you want
to make a doolslnu. L lmve it We'll
tins for It" Ho produced a llorin
from the depths of Ms trousers noetwt
"You call," Ita said tersely to llarr, and

.11 --J 1

"if Mr an nbwlailc etrtaluM
thacoln twlnkk--d high Into tito ak. It
roll en the spoUaM osca aad toHM in
alow circles toward tlw aerapfers. The
fate of the foray bang Hitou a slugw
worn.

'liesda!" called llarr, ami they ltotb
sprang from tlmlr chairs and ruabsd to
where the snail silver disk glittered in
tbe sua. 'law graven similitude of
IMiglamlis qiwon stared up at tbeto.
Then as DeanMMMl tMpped It iwWM
again mio hu pocket, for some reason
tit InaUnct rather than of lntetlo,
the two men groaned each other's hand.
Ttwy wow no longer merely tbe pals
or a yaoktlMg expedition, but captain
awl lleatsaiat raapoctltly of a buc- -

oaneerfatg foray. At ioaasT we want the
tread of their inasatt seats.

Harr broke the ailefisaw "Well, that's
a weight off my mind," sahl ho. "Oh,
1 waa lu a horrid funk. It would bo
against us. My stars, bow ripping
and mediaeval 1 fool I Where's our
skull ami crossuonos? Why wasn't I

christened Drake or at least Hawkins?
To slags the emiieror of Russia's
beard.' don't you know, or words to
that effect Roe tbe headline In the
IHtiwrt, old boy: 'First Hlood to Brit-

ain. Daring Itald by Private Yacht.
Tbe Sea Dogs ot ISngland Loose

Agalnr ICh, eld man? Does that make
your sluggish pulses stir?"

Desmond bad recovered bis everlast-
ing smile, but be grunted drprecatlng-l-

before be replied.
"ITmpb!" said Ite "It's murh more

likely to be: 'Destruction "f I'rlvate
Yacht In the lbtltlc. capture of the
Orow. All ths Prisoners Sent to tbe
Halt Minos.' Howover, we've deckled;
so Unit's tbe end of It. We aren't nt
nil necessarily going to encounter u
lluasian man-of-wa- r. They'll tie snug
Inside Urnnetadt If they bear it whiJ-Ite- r

of onr fleet coining up. There aro
no Turkish veeeela up this way, so w
catv't be mixed up ut any business till
war Is actually declared. It'a when
we get north that there may tie trou-
ble. That we'll leave considering till
wo meet It"

"It'll all depend It war's declared
wlien we got to 8kelltgen,",bcgAii llarr.
"Of courts, If It Is aud we're discover-
ed, Uiat's tbo end of it. Wo can't very
well- "-

"Can'tl Can't!" exploded Desmond.
"D'you suppose I'm a perfect fool?
There are shotguns and rifles aboard
enough te am tbe crow. I'd llko to
nee a rabble of Finland serfs stick be-

tween our men and what they want If
we mean business. I. mean going
through with this, 1 can tell you."

'Hut, good Lord, Hilly, you can't
stand up to n regiment! Supposing
there aro soldiers auottir

"Time enough to suppose that when
wo got there. Now Ist's drop raising
the ghost of every unploaaant eventu-
ality Umt could happen and enjoy our-

selves while we may." And as Dos-mon- d

gavs vent to this very propr
nnd Inspiring sentiment Meuales, the
Scotch steward, announced luncheon.
Laming, therefore, forebodings for the
practicalities of victual, they descend-
ed saloon ward with appetites In no de-
gree Impaired by the momentous issues
they had been called ou to decide.

When they got on deck an hour later,
tho wind had freshened. Tho wave
wore Upped with while, aud the yacht
wus no longer sidling slowly beforo tbe
breeae. but Hying nine knots an hour
past the point of llsterlw. ITec prow
at hut waa heading north Into Ute wide
(ixjiaiiee of tho lbiltlc.

As tho day died down Into tbe sunset
tbe gale freshened, and night found
them stoering up Into tho great sea
gulf titular nearly bare i teles, tbo surges
thundering astern aud awoeidng them
along n good IS miles nil hour.

Mo on through the night they fled and
ataid not With the coming of dawn
the wind lmgau to drop, thoiif , sUll
fresh, and they considered their dead
rccsteulng, for they bad held far to
eastward for sou shorn and land was
entirely qulref sight.

.lottos oklculated their jtoslUon to b
about 40 miles south of tho Island of
QotUand. They bad to Heckle whether
to laws It east or wost IDast waa no
doubt Aktouter aud In tempestuous
weaUnuv saror. On the other band, It
brought Uiem nearer the Russian const
sulS.within reach of Itusalsn cruisers.

Jones, the sailing master, thought nt
to put hi a Judtdons word. "In case of
trouble, sir, Inside OotUand would be
moat conreniontlike."

That decided It. Desmond rounded
on blm wIUi all tba exasperation born
of good aud unwelcome advice.

"In ease of trouble, Mr. Jones! Orcat
heavens! What trouble?"

"Weil, sir, they say- "-
"Wbo any? And wbatr
"Well, sir, it was hinted by a man ou

the quayside at Oopenhafoti to Mur-
phy, tlw cockswabi there, Unit war
was Imminent."

"War Imminent T stormed Desmond.
"War's going on I We're not a Turkish
gunboat bat an tttigllah yacht"

"No, sir, but tltey say that JSiuum1
and liYnnoe"

"Thank you, Mr. Jones. If we're to
run this cruise aeoordlag to the fat
beaded Imaglnattons of every doclsgWlo

loafer who airs his secondhand opin-
ions, I'll let you know. AKrtreeent
when I want advice 'I'll ajbk'for it.
Outside passage, please, Sir. Jones, aud
stand well ot to eastward," delivering
which command, with groat show of
Imperious dIMpllne, Desmond return-
ed along the deck to hie companion,
tie had a good deal of the air of n
Cochin China who has bad his feathers
ruffled by an absurd disagreement with
a bf atain.

Thus again was the fate of tbe foray
decided by a triviality, this time sim-
ply the ufflelousnssa of a well meaning
and perfectly wall advised old seaman.

All Umt day they swung along, meet-
ing only a couple of merchantmen un-
der wedlah colors and, as they drew
Hearer the OotUand coast a country
boat or two. 'Jaw early dark waa Just
lNglanjg to fall as they sighted two
vessels lo starboard, one much nearer
than tbe other and on to Ute Hwedisb
coast

As thay drew near tho tlrst one the
yacht showed Bngllah eotors. In an-
swer the stars and stripes crept up the
stranger's nag halyards, and to ths
ItHgUsfc ball came the reply:

"jemima of New London, llremen
to Stockholm. Husslan gunboat oateru.
Think war Is declared with Knglatul.
Wa have contraband."

Jones slapped his ley, and snorted
triumphantly. "That is tho trouble I

spoke of. sir."
"Wntl. Mr. Jones," snapped the ex-

asperated Desmond. "hat if It ia?
D')ou tbluk I'm to Iw atoppod by a
wupciuij IwUfpcnnr Itusslau gunboat?

if war Is swcMreA I ball stop and
take hut,"

"Jlxcuse ma, air," Mltl the skipper,
wIUi dignity. "Ton bold no commla
4o to wry war. Neither l nor tho

men stimed as combatants,"
It la tmpnilip to aav what renly Mr

Jones' iHialll.inlmli.v would liavo ovoM m

ed. Demnoml'a 'nnniii nns agapo uini
winged wonls, whlrii In anothrr mo-
ment would Iiqv lMen fl 1 tins: sulphur
oaaly round the oklpper's head At
that liniment a renling eraah pealed
acroaa the waters from the other ship.
He whoelr d altout and looked toward

her ntiil van thai iliaaator bad befallen.
Her dei-- waa littntxl with splinters,
conlnc and flapping canvas. Her foro
topmaat bad glvon umler the press of
sail Mhe lay n proy to tbe Husslan na
really na a shot wild duck to n rc
triever.

Dsuiim1 aworo aloud. "Well, my
flue fellow, vou'vo gut to light now.
H.1ng mm alongside ami Ist's hear tho
right" of the case."

.Tom' Npread out bla hands aud Itegati
to Ktiiminer. "I must protest"-- -

Desmond roumliil mi blm llko A Hnli
"May I remind jnv tlmt I have a
lxtard of trade certltl. ute aud am mnt
ter if this vsael? Hy gum, if you,
don't bring us alongaldo lu two slmk' a
of a dog's tall. I'll bare you in Ireus
for mutiny, you Illy llveml oook!"

They slid up to within threescore
fatboma of the other vessel. Mr. p
Jones' expressions were varied nnd pe-
culiar and bia glances astern numer- -

"Wsll, my fine fellow, you've got-t-o fight
now." m

ous. lint Desmond wna a very vivid
actuality of uiiiileaaautneea bealdo blm.
while tho ltusainu only loomed distant-
ly astern. He gave In with n bad
grace, It must Ixi owned, but with a
well considered weighing of tho
eliaiicos of Immmllate discomfort.

"Can we help?" bawled Desmond na
they bobbed about. "91-- 11 I send
aboard?"

A red beanloil, bluo eywl skipper
came to tln aide un.l Hbouted bnelc
with liiclainholy gratitude: "Thanhs......... .,...... r, ......
IUI11I,,, IUIHIt-- J 1,1 Illlf, k III llli.HU,
HIic'H bo on ua lu quui'ti'i' of nu hour.
Nhe aullcd fitthom for fathom with us
befon-- . Wo cnu't get repalrel in time.
Hut iKiit't you get iuU,sl up In our
duxt. Cut your lucky and show your
beelH."

"Let tne take ou off," suggested
Deamoiid.

The other flushed u ilno color and
spat coiitenipttiotiHly into the sea. I

"Not ly no uiuiini-- r of moans," be rc
piled. "8b'a only it dispatch bonr.
(i.l oim gun, not tiituli better thin n
aignaler. Let bur lioerd nnd ctianc It
We've got 40 eases ritlea and 30 totH
powder, so 1 shall lit for bor. Wc'v
a couple of iwiaaciitfcrit. though" lie
scratched but heud -- "luil that's ik
good cither. They'd seo them nnd
chnsc you aud rtimo back to t:a. i
reckon they want them na much na the
other. I'm gokig to let for her, but
don't youvgtt into trouble."

Desmond squealed far joy. ' If
you're Koing In to win, I'll be entirely
Idtghted if I don't stand by. I've got
a algnaler. IM mo put! six pounds of
lead Into her forefoot urn! surprlso ber
weak nerve. Hhe'll throw up tho
gume ir alio aeca we menu bualneaa."

"V'km ain't gut a lotter of marque,
you ace," said the merchant skipper,
scratching bis bend for ine second
ttuie, "and you dou't know for certain
that Mar's declared. You'll liavo to let
ber atari, Ml'd tlieli )Hl call defend.
Dul dou't come no priraioering tricks."
Aud bo returned to urging on bis crew
to ttiolr exertions with tbe deck litter,
using a wealth ot moot pole ed In-

vective.
Desmond maaaed his mou ntt, and,

quelling lutem iitlon on the part of
Joucs with n fiery glance, ho addressed
them In patriot lae. He put the eaac
before them with bluntncss. Hero was
a kcimI I'lvlluusl Amcrlcaa ship at tbu
mercy of a score of half tamed Tar-ta-

Were they to leave ber to be
taken aud her crew to rot in Itusshtti
prison Were th y to become tbe
talk of vory Uockalde from tlio Tyno
to tbe Llffey aa Uio white hearted lot
who saw friends being pound od and
sneakcl out of the row? No! Perish
tho thought! He'd arms aboard, and
all would do their duty as Utigllsh sea-
men. Mr. Meuales wouUl supply ap-p- i

tea ii ta with a glass of grog all round.
Tbeu they'd stsud by to whip any aud
all the interfering Itnaelana ever
wL.'tped.

A wild cheer rose as bo concluded,
and simultaneous rush was made to
the ate ward's quarters, where toasts
of victory received full acknowledg-
ment.

Then the II tils brass S pouuder that
bad hitliorto acted aa oriiameut alone.
save on foggy nlghta, waa uncovered,
sponged out ami loaded, nines and
abotguns were hauded roaml and be-
low the deadlights screwed in. With
an air of Imiiudcut uuconcarH tbe little
yaebt bobUii atiout within 100 yardxf
of ber cousort, tultlng what Dbould
betide.

to bc oaasrareaa.


