v
Plarted nodselesuly and wwiftly

et were wentidl the chaafene

Hoth windows were closed 1o
out the vhlll of the night ale
Towgudd Tenpemtiontiy

ko i
bt s
Inwersd]l ope, for

Eprtting the cpanoeliors ol fasbbonmmsd
Batred of deanfie, and stared into (e
uight Alreinily They wete approneh

I the wntskirts uf fhe great town
und Aving past the dark warelongses
sud factories of the neighborhood, they
wpatl townrd The open conuiry

The wenther, still warm e ovoning
b fore that eveniom of moonlight pet
te b Forgoiten had tormed cold with
warning. wnd toulght there was o
pungent weemt of dylog denves In e
wir 1 sinote Leopodd In the face with
the wind of guotion, and it sesiped o
bim the vssesstind perfume of snduess
Never wgnin waotilld he fmbale that fra
griee of the fulling yeur without re
viling this hoar

FEe® wme Wle ned with Dimspsnt letien o

reie b thee ol of the Jotrney wnl con
fouwd the chnnceline onoe for all st
ne the awift wievtrle careioge s
wmoathiy miomg thie white voad

Iamddmiark after lwondmark vapishod e
Wi lnewsed with stars
fomethiing within b wonld at inst
have stused the Myloe meanents hnd
Thnt dasy possiblile  He linriws] 1o ask
rpuestions of Yon “!'l-n-l,'ln vel would
binwve il rnther thun ufler them

b was i relief 1o the vmperar when
wfrer n lomg wilenos WS oo b
Fpoke thungh a relief whieh onrried
with 1w prlek o resentnient Faen
e chmneellor s no cight 1o spvak
tirst withont permisslon from his soy
iR

‘Fuorglve e vour b jesty 7 thy old
i mild Your mnger s bWard (o bwar
tel | benr 0 uncompleiniugly lecrtise
wf ms confidenor (hat e rewand =
ot Tar off 1 look for It me further in
the futwre thaw Tonight

frese Lirine s

T wa beliepe thnl you wou't miss
your reward ™ returned the winperor
shnrply

YL owhinil have 1 1 am sure not ouly
B vour mujesty's Torgiveness Lt in
your thanks I

TH fergive you whes you ve asked
my pardon fer your suspleions mil
when you've Toumd Miss Mowliray for
e

I have siready found her snd am
fubing vui te bher now

“Then vou sotuslly bellese In vour
onn wlors " You lelleve that this sweet
and beantiful youug girl s u farl ac
frese o schemer. a friend of your no
torisuwly gallamt friend and willing 1o
risk Der repntation by payiug s late
it unchaperoned to him st Lis i .
ng lodge 1o the wosds® You are after
Sl very poor Yudge of character If
vou dreaws tuat we shall see bor 1here

1 ehall mee her yonr e jesiy wod
you will wew Dol uniess Bie s
You onll Tuve lips Bilipsded the vaes o
Yol lenly um well as e eves of vout
Mt D hat sbhiv s pow o ml the oddee |
Bhew Fut The et wasiitesd e with
s ww i b s Bl presihdsend o
Mol oud e Wil e ainl dine

You mean e ol you thet  his
Priend Phe wetress bl poonised 1
Sleke sy Hife vvvn e dide i dure te

may Moe= Maw bitay
Wi sl Miss Breol phe motoess, 11e

true, bl wisein bie culled upen ber Wt
B Distel, Whete D wind | omiet b obis
cuss nostler wWhib b W e seciel T
SO ety b psboed for Miss M

ity Viud the juvssage st cnioe
ot | hoard, I W Tt Miss Moo
Bimsy  womd b advbighiaed 10 s

rosal! higlhuiss Plids Jarkt pias alinidnad |

By bl Pl mfber iy ool thint =y

Moarbbel e ve tosmlny e bl Bl
it e loesubiorg for the b g
prurpmese ol e tbing bier slear e ienm

Pty The hinvsdsariinest ainl bwml oy
# veniing i e Karigwe afue il
i jesd vl canirss il 0 wis g e
msturnl for fier 0y ogee Dhid, mw slie Was
Ul G b gobie el Vs Wy
duniibg her, this oveuing s e
Waral e e RN 2 )

Plhepset st i Sonr oo Lins
h vl fawy sipied  The e nngeron ril
> ninl Ay ilerstwiml  now ¥
Bave ol vndersionmt (efore. that 1 W

with CLLU TR B 1 Y e 1 (TR T A I

o v wight. by wirone., ol o

R MR PREAY e e '
I s iress gl Miss Yo v
Wi i I W fhel w Waoitian
b g lmige i1 wi it e 1l
we sk unless shie hns lwon Kl
Wil & Vol owi R TETE R 1 K
T il wvery world v 've speken
[ (] sorle Tolang VAW e belee o
o I pee wwmonlliow Tl Ieidiae
Fhis s libawl v the allig  Wan
Wt b bl Wl TIs,
pwrions s well as an itagw of
e ol weprostinin somght slwotarsy b
wllatiie o 1T ' sl sald th mihihih
Bl baary B bide anbind o s pnd
"y Vimlies) VMiwmhiivss  wus g )
Bt el e N the
ths falthitu LT A an
thoough sty and wisnwderstun
LT o e played 10 miew bescanse liv
Kiiew 1t 1o b the ooie wllostive 3
By =at Lis=ide the ogeror with baswisd
headl and stooping  shouliders whibk
v gpEeetod the wreakness of 0l age s
s FApngedd wfore Bl and froom

e sighiesd pationgly
the dark
Latesgmiled

Wi o Thinw
As They gluded onslies

of the Buchenwald

agaln

PN e dedd e RO sipgeose Tha

Sur call at the hunting lasdee will e s

nweh
Wpheitin

il

surpiciee visit to the prine  That Is
th o't ¥

Connt von Heeltsteln wonlld have pre

|fc--.1---1 it the gquestion had not Lt
msked 10 bl intended 16 cvmvey e
Ipeswion whivh the emperor had e
evlvedd, b he hld not clothied 11 I
'm-hlul wintement,  Laeokily
P wan ae clever as he was goso ) looking
atdd e conld b trasted as o an actor
otherw ise the old man wonld have
been  still more reloctant 1o eomint
hlinself

“Were onr vislt expected we shoulid

the prine

ternls, your majesty, that he didn ¢
mind confesning he was to huve u prot
ty acteess s hils guest.  He also an
pwersd n Tew gquestions | usked con
oernlng her fresly and feankly for 1o
o s e hnd o el e only whet the
world koows. Hew conld e desnn
thet the Nirtations or the vishis of @
Miss Jeuny Brett condd e of the
elightest importanes to the smperor of
| Rhnetin®  Hod be goessed, however,
thuat the entertainment he meant o
offer her mbght e Intercapted nuturdl
Iy e wonihil hnve tuken saine meins te
| gt her From awmoyanee .
| “This night's waork will glve Nl
| enuse to filek B private gusceel with
| e 0F he HKen.™ sabd the etpwror, con
Vinmewd of the chanewtior's gomd faith
I don’'t thilnk he will chodsse. vour

mb sty You e lnos mosd to e ging
LA B NL 0 Tenr. Bt mes 1 ol nt
fenr  You will slwnys remenmiber K
ta wind gl her duterests Do fore aonr
Own wishieos >

“Nou weren't as confdent of that »
few hours ugo. ™

Even theu | knew that when ‘he
renl test should be applisd your ma)
esty'm conl hewd would irlumiph over
the Bt limpiine of youth.  But, see;
we're pussing through vilimge of
Inseleden, fast nsieep already, eversy
Window dark In six or seven minuntes
Bl this spesed we shnll bw nt the Todge
The winperer lnughed shortly. " Add
anather seven minuies o Your Hese
Beven und we whall e out of the lodpe
agnin, with Chaneellor von Breitstein
& sadder and a wiser man than he
went in ™

Merkness was oice ore the part
for the oid man to plas, and, raising
his bhauds, palin upward, lu o gesture
of geoerous Indulgence for bils Soung
|mtminu. e denled himself the pleas
ure of retort,
| The bunting hilge In the wod, now
the property of the chameellors ae
cowmodating younug friend, bhad unti!
recenlly belonged to o Hbnetion seml
ropal prince who hnd een compelied
by lmck of sympathy wmong bis cred
| Mors to sell something sod bad prompt
Iy wold the thing he cared for least
| The puesenl owier was & keel sports
|.II| ninl  though he onwe seldom 1o
[ the place. lind spent o gossl denl of
monury In ripairing the guaint rostie
Bortime

Yeurs tind pussed sinee the eiperor
had done miore than pas= the ldee
wntes. ainl now the outlines of the low
runbling  striviure looked strange 1o
Bl shibouetted  agalinst 8 spongled
sy He wus glndd of this for bie hnd
Bt weine Josons duys bere ns B Loy
sl Bie wishusd tis sepmrate the ol b
pressionas aud the new,

Twe il chimpeys st up (ke the
pricked enrs of solie wlert ersnebiing
aoinial The patb o the lodge glesmed

white wnd stralght lu the durkuess as

mopmrting b thie rongh Llnok hinie of o
gl Pl bivwes o s pueresd gosmsip 1 s
i b othier b the wiil el B8 st
e Lasgerhad that thivy were ex il Hilpas
teliing we gkl slisbering hils ive
He' htea Y aod thele rusthng,
wholi vee e hd oveds e bred
Phe vl eves of e aabimoa] with the
privkest  enrs. gliitering eves  wihileh
Wi lvbend wolpmdows lie lnatesl e
Vb T e e sl et el
TN il lorve Listdd  the «han
e ' " lagri i Iyarsd st thie alad
(TR | M A D o et ng thee i,
slioow b tevr Dieses v W bt boiesdony oof
his v i e sl e ver shivwn {1 to
LTERUTHL . L Lot LI
(TR U S PURRIN (TS N T L LTS

Bl ase e i e 1oy shanie mives the
vl e tlon (T | 1M iii s bl glivvp
whits B Gt st TR LR Ialow
b Yoranplit ) Jowwgy b The ank §s
o eernienthy wl i il ol et
Ll L1 £ =y \ ' 1 wenil RITI ]
vy it It il an oMot of
PRI il slisa st Losn

e [ ‘ . L I 1 L . n
# i L ) ! I tark
e 1 i L L oy
thise i 1 At
i i ] ] ' O (Y FTUR | ]
vhinewifine

Aealn il s llwmd st =ty e
v M g dpen Wl il g LRRULLE T
Brwitetetn Ingan v vt o el o
Blivawss of bls gl He bk

bt whibtch Wbl frosn the Kewng ey

the emperor- « videal waw . pe o
the Wwiltnle veln benting burd o his
fortrer bl

Uit Yo think, chinweeilor.  thet
after all vou's bwedter try to take e
oy saminies mhhiskws faborlogn Dpdar mm Watll s falenty
Rultabde glmee to Jook For Miss Ao
bray ¥ b sugeested with & diawl o

tendmd to e as sggeavaliog as it ol
Blly was  “There doesn't appwsr o le
any Even the caretukers
are oul courting perbips "

Wur Visten, your o jesty ' sald Von
Rrwlistoin when be kuockes) ngain

LETTTCIY BT

put be lkely to AnA the Indy.” suld he |
“Ihe privee and | are on soeb friendly |

— e

Laopsiil did listen and beard the ring
of & bewl on & foor of stone OF WHrlie

4 CHAPTER. mc.u'rmr}
— I -~
ently 'wil'::ul' ool

mtanding In the durk embrasure of the
poreh >

“We wish to sec his roval bighoess,
your master.,” sald the chancellor, tnk
Inge the Initiative, as be kuew the en-
peror would wish hilm to de

“His roynl Lightess is not at bhome
wir" replied the jager

Loeopold's pyes Hghtened as e threw
a glunre of sarcustle meaning st his
Compandon, but lrom Heart was an

wis # juger cind In
pron who opened the
door | of the uniing
lowlgee mdd gm BppRr

L

“Hin trpertal majenty the empueror

duunted He knew very weil now that
this was only & prelode to the draon

whivh would foiow, sod, thongh he
bad suffered s sbarp pong of snsiety
At fArst, be saw ihat bis royal frieomd
was playime with commpendalile renl
I, Naturally when wnutiful yeuug
Botrvanes ventured (nto the forest un
vhaperoned 1o dine
privees the least that such fevored
gentivien coull do was to e oot st
boue” to am lntrusive pubilh

“You o dre  mistuken”  insisted
clim el o
bome sud will reiwive un 11 will e
better for you to sl us without for
ther delny ™

Puder the douinstion of those eyes,
wWhich vontd guell s turbalent relclistug
the juger wenkeoed, un his taaster hml
Bonbitlesm expus i) Bim te Ao wfter the
frst resistines

“I oy b

the

I bimve wmnde u wiistake

slr, b stwioered, Cthongh | do not
think so  IF you will have e kind
feas 1o walk o wod weit for w few

mdnutes unoll | ean Inguire wbietbher his
Foynl g hiness s come hoie or will
tone huone

il (0 S O TTTY S PO S P TR “wid the
whimin vl Him roxul highness dines
here this evening We with
your o tge door of e dimng  room,
which yeu will apen for us sod wn
uoutce that two geftlemen wish to seo
bim.”

W thiks mll necertalngy in thie mimd
or the Wiks Wt pway He
kuew bils uty ntid detesaimed tostnml
by I aid the clgimeelior saw  that IF
Thes  snmster i  given Instenelions
mwenning  thm o e overrhdden st
Penst Ui servand wWins =incere e punr
Boltusef dn thee ddoarwny sl ookl mn
elestmede Mot o dbislondge

will go

Inger

St s Dpass e, =ir®" he #xolnbin
[l A linve bl Y arders, which are
that bis roapt Wighness is nol ot fusme
tonigh' mntil T Knnw
ot willers nee
ot U 0 were the etperor. shonlil foree

vl whether or

e o whimind masbemly

his way

“Foal, those onders sre not for us,
. s e wiigeeror oo s it ga i ™
LANTH P wte ambile Al chmnes! lor e
bt tght frmny b Lionging tutap In
the bl sbiones fonll apsony Lspwniad & (e
hit et bl i =hadow

i e gl terg LT} gati ifpr
il g ey of alheaggin s ndeel. e 0 =tidvlen
Cillling o kb= bt sl sl b
fhiee wled e

N vt Josts " b D alteral 1 a4
LTI R LT ) B PTLLA TR Mot v
Iy 1 b OO L W T W TN TUT O T |
dom I MEE ik esty witl bt hond
e Mawiedeon Withy 1y paster

Nevor b 8 e el never
el veasr waster Ppeskes Ll the vhan
ol how Uagete Lt ddobe 81 1l o of
this* hn sid At the  etpipaes
whd oot von Heelistein

Vhie untformonnte inger. approashing
N ostuts R T byl Thier iwor
of fthe dioing reow,  which  Loogwsid
Buoew of o, was thirown open ol o
aunvering ol e el M Dugsers
LTI he  sipwirar ol e Mo
Chatewilor ot von Brelistein

Phe sovme disclosesd was as dnrenl

to Lesyuikt's eves as a pointed poctars
b wille of paoanpssiinn red the
eundelalirn,  the galistisl Boor  spesidd
With the ghimmeting fur of polar Ieyrs
mid e the eonter o flower decked ta
ble ft with pink shaded Hghts and
oparkling with  gold  amd
springing up froun & chalr which faoesd
| the n oyoung wan L evening

gkl

ooy,

|
Aress; sitting mothontess, her bk Bolf | poow aur secret or not, ot when we

with fascinnting |

CHIs ruvml bigboess s ot !

vrystal,

tarmed, a slender girl in bridal shite
Al sight of her the smperor stopped)
on the threshiold Al the hioswd In his
body seemed rushing to his head, then
surging hack upon his heart.
The Impowsibie hud hapgeoed

HE  peiobe  oniowe Do
ward, “What a e
Hghtful surpeise™  he
sl “How gosd of
you both to ook me
up!  Hut 1 wish iy

proplietic soul hnd warned me o keop
ok dinoer We hove Just renchiml
the third conrse” Aml hin eyes
the chanesllne's

“All the same.” he went o "1 lweg
that you will honor e by diniog Ky
erythlng ean be resdy In & moment
aud the Wisijue secrevismo™

“Thuuk sou” cut lp the, emperor
“We counot dine”  His volee cnme
boarsely, an If o Nerce hand  pinels)
Bin throut  “Our call Is purely obe of
buminess amd 8 moment will see (0 1o
mhed We awas you an explanation for
this introsion ™ He puused. ALl his
enlealations were upset by the chao
eellor's trivimph, for to plan beforelnml
whiut W should do If he found Helen
Mowheny dining tere slone with the
pritee woukd have been to lnsult ber
His vampaign had lewn rauged in
the svent of the clinbeellor's defent

Now the ane course be mnw open be
fore hitm wis frankness

Tor biviokl nr the girl and weet gullt or
deflance o ber eyes would be sgonf;
therelfore he would not ook, though he
saw, her, woidd Ler wlone, as be Wiod
garing with & stralbed faedoess st The
prime

He koew thut she had risen not in
frightened Liaste, but sith & lelsured
and dainty dignity  Now her face was
furned fo him  He felt It an & biind
man way fesl the rislug of the sun

He wished that she had died before

this moament; that they bad both dled
last night in the garden while he held
ber in his arms and their hearta lwal
together.  Khe bhad told bim then thal
she [oved Wim, yet she wan here with
this winn - here of ber own free will,
the same girl be had worshiped ns o
goddens (o the white mounlight twenty
four haurs ago

‘The thought was hot in his heart an
the senring touch of iron red from the
fAre the same glrl!

His blood sang in bis ears a song of

| death, and for an iostant all was bisck |

around him We groped in blark chaos
where there was oeliber light oor
bope. and dully bhe was conscleus of
the chapielior's vole maviog “Your
we jerty. iF you ure satisfied, waould yon
oot rather god

Ihen the dark spell biroke  Light
shoewered over hlm us from s golden
fountnin. for in spite of himself he hnd
et the giri's eves  1he saime eves. e
cause she waw the same girl swesl
oyes pire and lnnocent and wisifulle
appenling

"My Gl he erisl. el e why
Sun are here. sl whitever you may
mny bowiil belleve son, T spite of als
il thoomgl il bwemose You are yon.
Wil b Row Tt Son enn do ne weong

“Your mefesty " exclnimed the «linn
wwlior. Bt the emipweror dild not hear,
With w broken exclnmation that was
Balf o sobe the gfel Bell ot beth het
B md ool spenng forwnrid to
erush them between bibs fow cold poims

CThank hewven™ st faltered. " Yiom
wre irie! You've stomd the test, | love
Fou "

YA lamt
o my

e, b ocan Introdiee v
shater Vieginia” spid the crown
pirince of Hungarin, with @ great sigh
BE telief for the wding of his ittt
(LRR

 CHAPTER TWENTY
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¥ e Akl bwer b ol 4 kit
‘? I v BE welemtoin oged snge
el P e evmobn mifd
Thsd 1Ll

s far o Leopadl gl

censesd o

vitinile were coneernsl
I T Vo bow why Ui bere sod
eversthings el she was waying hot

the vinperor stogpipssl L

Ever sinee | came 1o wveelf 1 want
S o axplanatioN.” he sl “1 want
“Ponly vou Fhat s 6l | wan! iow
L am the happlest tun in the universe

Why shou'd 1 ask
bnppiness s Virgin
ezamuilul

1 enme by
Vieginin! Ii's
il T thaw

ophere
things

Ploase ol e
wishied tor gor it W ool
wan leinuse | jovedd vou

" e
Helen
“Rut listen,” slhie pleaded
Af sode Things just 4 few
thnt 1 lotg to tell yon
Last nuight 1
Yot b, i1t
w mch!
fet as )

vhien

I wanited you (o sevm |Her
hiero of

Foubsee, it W
yYou were wirendy jwrfect as an wan
peror.  To think that | should hove

bevts fur wwuy out of Whnetin by this
thine 1F Miss Porttiinn hadu't been 11
Dear Miss 'ortman! *Masbe if we'd
Boue  ithiig woulil ever have come

righit. Who can say?
“You kpow. my brother came to our
hotel thie afternoon, When his cuvd

REviven]l we counblu't }rll whethwr L

bt |

had let bim come up we bad only <o
poe his face of sarprise. He was on
gry. too, e well a8 surprised. for he
| blurted out it there were all sorts of
Borrid susplelons sgainst us, nodd moth
0 explalned everything to blm befow
v 1 ocontld bave stopped ber even W
waould-how 1 had oot wanted to m
copt you paless you could learn to love
me for myself and then how [ had
| lwen disappointed.  No, don't spenk
[ thnt's all over now. You'se mote than
ntoned, w thousand thines more,
| Mt e prhininedd Ahingw, too, then - very
| different things abeut a plan of th
| ehanvellor's to disgust yon with 1
and how he (Dl b played into the
L ehnneellor's hands  Daeon e
he thought he was netlng wisely for
hin neglected sister's sake anl Deoaiee
be hond renlly supposed an netress he

‘rll‘l LR

Buows  was  masguernding  as Miss
Mowblirny  Very hopradently he'd 1oul
her that  some oy there might e

wotnething bt ween vyou amd his sister
Bhe kpew gulte well, toss, that the res!
Mowhrnys were our cousins: s,
wiw, s she and he hinve goarreie) it
might hnve been nn eosy atd o lever
way for an unserapualons woman
tinke revenge. Dl would have gou
| andd perhaps have said drendful thiles
ta the chancellor, who was walting
downstalrs for news, bt | begged bl

LRI

il From lwlug the saddest gir! in
the waorld T'd suddenly  bwoooe  the
Lnppiest. for the chaneellor had ol

Dl sorid Tl hndd 1ol o thint yon bk

folluwed Helen Mowbray to nxk her 1

e the cmipress. Thnt chnneed ey
thing. for tien 1 kuew son really loved
her. bt Just to punish you for whiat )
wufMered through you inst night | long
od to put you 1o one more test, | snid

‘Lt the chanvellor carey oot his plot

Lt e go with you 1o your bhoauting
Towdige © AE fArst Dl wouldn't consent

hul when | begged bim be did, for
generally T can get my wuy with peo
Cple 1 owarn son

“Thnt's all, wxeept that 1 hadn't ren)
Ited how severe the teat would be un
t you eame In and | saw ibhe ook in
Your exes 1t wan a dagger of bw in
' my heart. | prayed heaven 1o mnnke
| ¥ou belleve In me without & word b,
how | prayed through all that deend
ful moment and how | looked st you,
saring with my eyes, ‘I love you: lam
Ctrue”  OF vou hed falled me then It
would have killed me, but™ -

“There vould be oo but' the em
peror hroke In. “To doult Is not
love. When & man loves he knows
Even out of darkness a light comes
and telis him

“Then you forgive me—for touight,
and for everything, from the bhegin
ning¥"

“"Forglve you ¥

ANt I A been different. more ke
other giris, confent with a conventions)
affe tion, you wonldo't have loved mw
more b

He tiok hor In his nems sl held her
an If be wonld never let her go

I xou hined bewn different | wonldn't
have loved vonn wt wll"" be sald, Pt
It things hind twen different | conlidn't
have helpwd (oving you just the same
I whould bive been fated to fall in

love with Princess Vieginia of Hau
menburg-Drippe at first sight, exnctly
ar 1 fell in
bray

“Ah. but at best you'd have fallen
Ia love with Virginin heenuse 0t

love with Helen Mow

wWin

L 4

W shall nevir e ol "

your duty, and you fell
Helen Mow ity
Lduty vt 1o
nleer
YIE was o spuestion of duty, bt of
desting " sald the smpefor. “The stars
ordiitest tht | shoulid love yon "
Then 1 wish,” and Vieginis lwugh
od hinpplly, ws whe conld afond 1
Imugh now, “that the stars had told e
Iast sumieer, 1t wonld binve saved e
a great desl of tronbile A vt )
don't know" she added thonghifully
“IUs been o wonderful adventure, Wi
shall often ik of it when we're old
“We shull never e old, for we love
| #nCh other,” sald the emperor.
! THE END.

In love with
It 10 Wus yolr
Wit mnkes 1t w0 mch

Harness and Saddles made
and repaired at Finlay-Pratt
Hardware Company.

e am
L —




