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CHAPTER XXVi.—~Continued.

Ho looked wt me I surprise "1
rockon, cap, as how ye don't Koow
much ‘bout whut's & poin’ on In ther
¥Yilloy fer ther |ss’ few months,” ne
sald woberly. rubblng down his' mule
in he spoks. “Tell yo what, thar jis
bain't wo plantstion hounes lelt thar
tow, thet's a (ac'; loastwine not norths
o' ther lines wo unn sarter bol' onto
¥it. Sheridan be played hell with bla
eavalry ralds, an' whul the blue-belllan
left ther durned guerfllos an’ bush:
whitckers wiped up os dlenn an a sinte
Durn If & crow wudno't starve ter dearh
in ther valley now, Why, euap, them
thar deserters an' sleh truck s or-
gunized now till they're mighty nigh
&n army, an' they don't skeer fer nuth-
in’ lew' ner a reg’'ment. 1’46 more oer
n hundred an’ Ofty fp gbe buoch up
on ther White Brinr two week ngo. an’
they're worse ner a parcel #f pirates.
1 reckon as how they got Marlar, but
I'Il bt shie glv ‘am & hot ol' time ufore
she done quit™

Rumors of this state of affalra to
the north and west of our dalending
lines had already reached me—indood,
the verification had formed part of my
instructions; but Bongay's homely yet
graphie desoription made the situktion
appear tarribly renl, and my thought
wont innlantly forth o those | knew
who might even then be expossd 10
thls great and unexpeacted danger

The very concveption of Edith Bren-
nant In such hatds ax these was ARODY,
I felt | conld mever resi untll pssure
of her ghfery, and since my order
granted me full authority to profong
my journey, | might ascertain whather
or nat she yet remalned within the
walley.

"Jed,” | asked, my mind finnlly set-
tied, “do you know theé old Minor plan-
tatlon T

O Jedige Minor's filade! Sureg iUs
up on ther south branch of ther Cow-

“Have those fellows got down that
far yer?"'
“Wil, | reckofi not, out durn f 1
know ler wtire. cap”
“How long would It taks we 1o reach
thore
*'‘Bout two duyn, | reckon.”
{ torned and locoked nt my men 1o
some perplesity. They wero séatierad
along Lhe edge of the road. wod ooly
one group bud taken tha precaution o
bulld & fire. Thoe sergeany gy fHat
opon his tnok an n grosey knoll
“Btarn” | anld stet'nly
He urosa pondertus, and came {ar-
ward with n de¢idediy balting gait
aw I went toFY" Ne seked
“*Yeu,” 1 saldi "l w&nt you o huve
the mien pet thelr aupper ot opoe. 48 we
uhall te abiizued W ride o good partiepn
of the pight Gob the met. to Lhar
suppaf. We shinll go'on noan bour”
How often #itew baye | soilled =1
the vxpreéssion upan his selemn round
face as Do tursed ruefully sway!

CHAPTER XXVIL

An Embarrasaing Bltuatian,
It was waldl Bito e thind day when

we vuthe down tuto the fertlle valluy

ot g Cowskin It bad proven ao un-
aventind ride thus (a7, (or we Bad mat
“With ‘no aduentures and had observed
litrie worthy of muﬂunum tﬂu i
military stand
While constantly nhm of thoun
pofrits regurding which ! m
., my

dis- | Thers

dothing appesred alotig the WAy
to lesd ma to supposs that harm of
uny kind threatensd that gaaceful val
tay. Dverything mesting my eyes avh
denoed thnt bere. at least, was with
its nitendant Bovrors Bad nol eome.
Totally without the heaten track of
rhoss groat armies which bhad battied
no fleresly for the Shenandosh, 1t had
besn traverved only by & faw seouting
und foraging parties, and so short had
teen thalr atsy that even the mall
weticed romalned ondisturbed’ to guard
thie Nelds, and towhers did 1 note out
ward slgne of dovastution, It was Vi
minin na | recallod it 1o thowe old days
of peree aud plenty, before elvi] wirife
had sown the land with dead.
What ponpible exouse, then, had |
for golng t(here? lo my own heart |
imaw | hnd none, or onn so poor ahd
selfizh | pearcely durst whikper It even
to myself. yel | rode steadlly on lm-
pelled by my own weakness, or drawn
{rresistibly by fate—whichever the
real cause | koow not—!| would mt
lenst look upou those walls that had
onice shelterad hor, would learp If pob
aibla if she wan yot thare. Then—
wall, to the Bonfags of my passion |
hirped for what might happen, s
avory lavar does

It must have besn two o'clock; we
bnd bnitod our porses, | remember, an
nour provicus, and the Sergeant bad
enfoyed his noonday alestn beneath
the shade of s groat hush bearing pur-
ple blogroms. The rosd we had been
traveling slnce early moming wound
In avd our nmong great treon, and
crpssed and rocroined the liile stredm
ealled the Cowsido antil | almost
thought we bhad Jost our way, We mot
with no one in all the long day’s rid.
Ing, not even n stray vegro. and in-
fleed It was some hours sincs we had
pussed n bouse of any kind, Leaving
the brook behind us we tolled slowly
up & long hill, snd at the top Burgay,
riding beside me, polnted to the west
ward

YOup,” he aald, “thar s ther Minor
plane.*

The very sight of It in the distance
was & thrill—a great while house
placed well back from the rond and
aynost hidden from sight by One,
large treos man oldfashioned, big-
roomed house it looked to be, buut
after the colonial type. a wide veranda
gpon threa sides, with fluted columng
to supbort the overhpnging rool
"Haln't po signs os for ou | kin so@
of any troubls havin' ‘onrred. thar™
Jad sald alowly. bis alirewd griy ayes
roaming over the pesceful woene.
“Somobody ter bum tew, [ler ther
chimloy Is & smokin'"”

Of courts, now | was there, (ne only
sonnible thing for me to do would
have heen to ride oporly fo the froot
door, xod thus Jenrn all 1 deslred, But
what man who loves. who la contiaunl-
Iy swayed by hopes snd lears, by
strength and weakness, sver dogi Lhe
senyible thing? 1 bad cevtainty i6s
tended dolog #o at the siart, but how
my nerve falled me Hhe was the
wife of apother. | could not confass
| nad ventyred to come to her ln Jove,
nor could I ook into those clear, hon-
okt, questioning eyes and lie.

“Hait!" 1 ordere.. “Sergeant!”

*1 am hare, Captain”

“Take yony men down Into that bal-
low yonder, snd rémaln there untl |
return. Better post A kentry oo the
Bl mere ™

“It vill be dope. Cpptain™

| shall npot, probabkiy, ba ahaant
mate thiun'an boul, so don't permit the
men 0 Stray.”

Dot s 1t, Caplain
dem all over.”

1 rade down alpne lnlo the thick
woods at the Toat of the hill, and dis-
mountng, tod my hurse Lo & sapllog.
Thon on foot [ ®uruel weroes (he
Helde, my lutention balug to come In
by the way of the negro quariers ul
the rear; In hope of meeting soma one
from whom 1 might lnguire reintive
g the grent houss and s luthiled

It wan & siight opward trend of
Innd 1 hod to traverss, and slthough
the bBoume Whs §» wodl Wghtly objeet
pod mood wpon the very sumoit of the
elovation. yot #6 wurconnded wus It
with trees, both frult and ornpmentsl,
I wan apnbled o mako Dut Hitta of Hts
itnnvon untll | srproached the oul
bulldings: | wet WL 6o cve, Bol
pould | percelve nny nagroos sboit
the slisve quartech Yot the place aid
not LoRr the appearance of dmiesilon.
umhlmu iz the siable, A A&t

I wvili be mit
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cama
ing teading Inta thin erbor l
caught the futier of deapery and
sopped inatantly, my Beart throbbing
iike n trightoned girl's. It wan quite
dark bDeneath the vine shndow, and |
eoiild make ot no mare than st &
woman stood therw, her buok toward
me, bunled st somas wask.  Posulbly
ahe falt my prosence, for all ki otde
sha ginnesd around. and wpon pers
colving mé gave veut 1o & qulck ex-
glamation of tarror. '
*Pardoy me,” | sald hastily, and re
moving my hat, “but you hnve nothing
to fear”™
Thers was o moment's hesitaney on
her part, and 1 konow | was being meru-
tinjzed by o puir of bright eyes
“Saraly.” sald o familiar voles, "1
ennnol ba mistaken—you nre Captaln
Wayne.”
Before 1 could gven noawar ashe
ntepped forth from ber partial cons
senlment and advancsd towsrd me
with cordially exiended handn. It was
Calln Minor.,
“Well, of all men!” she oried gay-
Iy, bher dark eyes smiling a mont king-

3

‘Boka botharsd by weouting pertles. Oh,
1 do not mean you; you nre no bother,

*ﬁ.nmum—“unmm

Bul yesterday ibere waa a horridle
man hére; he eame to the Nitclion
door, and nsked all worts of lmpudant
GueNtions. Mra. Bungsy solunily dad
to threaten him with » gun balors be
wortldl (vave *

“Is Maria Bungay hers. then?”

“Why certalnly; do you know her!
L't stis a delightful old deur—just
an good s n man™

“HMer husband ls with my parte”

“Jod—ronliy? Why, do you know.
Maria kus got It Into bher head that
he ‘Bad run away from ber. | should
%0 love to witness thelr meeting: It
would be moet Intereuting. Bul you
mast come (hito the houss, Captaln
Wayne: Edith will be overjoyed to ses
you agaln, altkough you know khe b
pover demonstrative, as | am, It must
be swlully alee to be always oool and
ealis, don’t you thinkt

Dalarmined that | would not be
tempted, | yat hesitated, and my vi-
vaglous companion (oo everyihing
far granted at once.

““0h, Belors we go In. won'l you do
ma & (avor™ she ssked. “But of
course you will, | was trying to tie
this grapevine Into placd whasn, you
surprised me, but | could ot hold on

Iy welcome “And Edilh and | were

with one hand and tle with the other.

WiLL I AMS o
“Do You Not 8See? This s Captaln Wayne"

spoaking about you only yesterdsy.
Thut iy, | was, Tor really | do pot re
¢all now that Edith mikde any remark
apropos of the subject You have no
idos, Chptaln Wayne, what s bero 1
bave made you out {o be It would
muke you positively valm If [ should
confoss: why, Arthur hus snctusily bo
comn 8o Jealous that be has simost
forbldden me even to mention yoor
bathe in hin presence. Bo when 1
want to talk about you | nm eompelled
(¢ go to Edith, She hman’t power (o
stop me, you Enow., hut s swre |
mast bore Ker awlully. And thes o
ihink that when you stood thors just
pow, and | saw your gray uniforoy |
perunlly thought the guerilies  tad
eume My heart bents so pow [ can
hardly talk Bat how pele and hag
gard wvou look~—is It that borribie
wound which troubles you stlii?

“4 nava beotn dAischarged frony the
pouapital only & whort tHime” + an-
amered, as Bhe paudid fo lake hrasth
“Iodesd, this & my et mliitry sery-
{es for wevers) months yoi | niw feésl
bok ddlte streong agalo.  Mix Rrénnna.
than, 1s wtill with yoot™

~0bh., yes: wo have beep hote all
winter loig. 11 bas been sc dull, for
reaily unothing has bappened, and ‘the
yalloy s guite dovold of of inhsbitants
—gvon the Defiroes have gons huntivg
fresdom.  Dut Major Brenoan and Ar
thur Akre 0 bu bere this ufternoon,
and sometine enlght \umll!d
Wi guing sway logother.”

‘Eagur as | was o meet Apennin, |
nhd no desire that we should meet to
ihe presence of hin wifa . tar
battar, tuﬂunutcrmlomn
onca aod without even aedlng hev.

“You sey you are shout to depar ™

S8ee what | mean?' And placlng one
sionder foot upon a alat of the trellls
she lifted hernell up until she ocould
barely teach the refractory hraoel
“Now,” ahe sald, smiling down upob
me, Ypleass just hold me here for &
momsnt untll | seeure this and.”

My Hand was scarcely apon bhar I
suppart whet the slender alat snapped
bonentld her welght. As she fell |
caught her with both armos.  For a
moment she lay, panting and startied
ot m¥ btreaat: them, aa with & litie
lnugh ghe disspgaged bersell from oy
embrasd, we stopd there hand In puna
antd fage to Ince with Eith Hronpan.

Shall | ever forger the look within
her sfea?® How plalaly | saw It W
thouith she stood hall hidden betesth
the shuldow of the vines Amusoment,
jncrédality, soury  Wers  axpressed |
thera, yel uven‘as | murked thom wll
became merged Into  proud  undon-
sclouspass  She would bhave tuyrbed
away wiibout a word, bul my odE
punloly sboppeil her

YERAME" she cricd angerly, “do you
nol agef This In Copiatn Wayne'

She turped towdrd me and wligney
inclimed Her Lead

“I“reotgnieed Capiala Warna™ was
het BUFWAE, “LRd rogrel greally
naving dieuded upon biue §t was en-
tirely: uninisotonal. and | have oo
dunire 10 remain

| conld’ nbb hive spoken ot (hat mo
ment [o pave my e 1t latrly stinaoed
wivn 10 peinizs e construdtion she wo
mw piated. upon the Reene just
cundied. Mot wo tbe girl at my moe.
Hur ‘Iﬂh Ausbed with indignatioo,
and per sudacity guve her  speech

wh&@-ﬂ- maliers oven worke thah
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“You seem o derive mueh amuss
ment from & condition of affale al
mosi ntolarahle to e, | ssid bitten
1y, "1 have slwaye valued mosl highty
the frisndalilp of Mry Brennas, buf
thia onfortunats ccsurrence will doubt
lens enil ILY

file gliaced up st ma, har loog
lanhos wei, but Ler dark &res spari
Hog with mlschief.

“Oh, g won't care &0 far es you
nre concerned,” abe exciaimed Indil
ferently, “"But | suppona sha will
think { wim porfectly horrld, Well, |
don't caré If she does; she might
bave wilted snd learned the truth
first. Wasn't her face a study? Ang
tiow uball | ever sxplain to Arihur so
that be will understand? 1'm sure |
have got the womt of It.  Oh, Capudin
Warne, Is my bair ail rufed up? |
know | loak llke a fright. You must
come ln vow, and we will explain th
Mra. Brennan the whole mutier. Hbhe
eannot belp telleving us both, while
I know ahe would be so cold mind
proud to me alone”

I shook my hend decisively. Pen
haps It was better onded wo; st lenst
I possgssed no cournge fost them Lo
fare bor indignatlon. She might but
doem we had concocted our explans
tion, and would very llkaly recelve !t
with all the scorn she folt 1t Jesarvod.
Heulden, it was clear thers was nolb-
Ing | eould do 10 ald them | dhould
ba now merely an unweloome intra-
der. An sscort was to be Chero short-
Iy 1o convoy Wem northward, and for
ma 1o ba fovnd in their compasny by
Erensan would only Inflame him and
add grestly o the embarruymment of
his wila's position. Much am 1 might
long for Immedluts vigdication In her
sight, the plutn duty of trie love was
to dopurt nt once, and permit time to
eiriighten out the tangle.

“You must pardos me.” | hastaged
to say, standing bat [p hand before
her, “but It would not be beat for
me to (ntrudse upon Mrs, Brennun aft-
er her Inte reception. 1 merely hait
od here In order to assurs mysell of
your pressnce and safety. My men
ara aven oow walting for me a lew
hundred yards away.™

“But 1 wiash you to meet Arthur™
"Qh, I think pot, Miss Minor, 1 feel
warm [(riendship for Lisutenant Caton,
but wa wear different uniforms, serve
under different fAags, #and a mestiog
bare, both with srmed [orees behind
us, would natorally bave to be & hos
tle ons, However the Lisutenant abd
| might consent Lo A lemporary truce,
liis superior oficer, Major Bronnan,
would mnbt Ukely prove of Lthe same
mind.”

“Thon you really must go?
“Unjesn sou specinlly deglre Lo wit-
nons a cavalry akirmish in your front
dooryard, 1 certainly consider it bewt”
and | held out my hand. "Sursly we
part as friends, and | may hope that
you will Intercede In my behall with
Mra, Brennan?”

Shea rose up impalstvely.
“How ridienlous; how supremely ri
diculous! W!f:. of courss 1, will,
though 1| don't suppose Edith really
oares vory much, but she belleved It
wonld be highly proper to he shocked
I don't think she llkes you mo very
wall suyway, Captaln Wayne, for she
never wiil talk about you."
With these cheering words ringing
in my earn, and Tealing thoroughly de
fented in every cherished bope, |
strode savagely down the loog hill and
mounted my horse. How roughly ror-
tune had suffeted ma. to be sure. and

loft, Wall,
ever permitting mynelf to love one
whom | knew o be ths wife of an-
allier. Doubtless abe had selegd upon

how extpermely small the Inspiration |
porhaps | doserved it for |

when I did
got wp I bad
to nallitin
ind  word g W, H. Housley,
throat.
"I trisd te aure this for eighteen
months, But [t prediually got worse, A
doctor ndvised mio to buvs my tousily eus
out, bat T Al ook Tike the ks, Aoidiber
docler examined ma, and wid me
mme thing. I fsally got s boltle
I‘*uunl.nndalitrlhﬂhhumbdt
sy throat wan better. I hought and
a dozon botlles, and mw I was going to
§ well, und T @i
vourwumamom
mmm
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NOT MUCH OF A GENTLEMAN.
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Jonew—II you keep on abusing me L
may forget tiat I'm & gentlemun,

Mre, Joones—You wouldn't bave

much Lo forget,

Awful Buspicion.

Preddie had boen sjek {or some time,
and when his father came into the
room Lo see how bhe wan thes young-
ster surprized him by bl guestions.

"Why do you ask if 1 owe the doo
tor anything? Inquired his father,

"Hacauwa," replled Froddie, “the
medisine he's been giving mo lately
fs something fered, and T think be's
taking At out on me."—Judge,

Slow.
“Myrn, how long heas Jon WNavius
been going with you "
“About 18 years'
“That seems an awful lopg time
“Yeu; 1 sometimes wonder If Jos's
ever golng to aak me to marey kim."

Post i

this slght pretext to ba rid of me,
uiid was alrendy refoleing over Ita
anny aceampliabimenn

o my agitution | Torgal entirely (bho
presvnce o AMuartn  Tlupguy et Lhe

dle propared for departore without
glving & thought W the Hitle fellow
and hig domaatle roables. .| ehbse
the rond lending townrd tlg oorhe
wenl, for althouih | hiald got pakted (bhe
muestion | epucalved I highly profnble
thist [roanan and his party would ride
(roit the Pedevel calyary guarters at
Colter's Chureh. and 1 had oo deslte
W et them  They wore” upon an
arrand of mercy ol (ur grestey unuur
tapce AN Y TEVeNRAr ||
Ay we swung slopy throagh tha
neavily timbered lend fringing our
road, Bungay pressad bis mids Into &
1eot pod Opaly succopeded in rasging
uh b my side. Even o omy disturbed
mental condit’on | was Amuned et hix
dulyed wirle of riding, wlthough |
wonld o wolnd- hlin by Isughiog,
Ty BN QON.‘!‘.'IHIJID..! :

Wanderful Lubk,

fock—Tayior wes always
nate nan, Hut abesi't lg O

|1 akkarl, dutermined to lears il pos- e excendingly (twe with Jour | ful thac tibe fek should stif w
w.nu.n-nuuthurnl-n . -m erl M whe exolnimed| to ibe wsry list? . :
q Ahirgity, as ibe .l:l.t:ur turtied II:.: M:; mﬂ'—’;;ﬂ“&m Mf
upon e “Pert 3% LU w
anwwgmmm m tar Fou Brst o the tyth” mw-um-:i-p-m
e MWM‘*'& -'m‘-L wmh,“wmm secigantnlly pwallowed mn
w0y | aetdnlly afrald (o remaly presumed to eritk and when (he pear
twil | Thay alt the G o g "”i;};lﬂl-“' In 3;?"“&“.«.*
e | pmly ten hm I Ll “‘T .m“‘ w'_ -« s ¥ A D s e
u\ﬁmmmmmwh jou_have ba o "d the !

house, and orderivg my men Lo spo- |

Toasties

A Treat

So Sweet;
Add Cream
Then Eat.
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