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CHAPTER xxxn.—c.nnnnm

“Damb ye, Réd told o vot to firel™
he yelled. “Cowe on, you dogs! You
could eat ‘s up If ye wasn't slch
bltweod cownrds. There's unly two,
and we'll hang them yot.*

He lsaped strajght up the broad
stapa, hin long eavalry salire in hand,
while a doxen of the boldest followad
him. Hreanan swuyng his sword bigh
over bead. gras it with both
hundn for a deathi®blow, even as 1
thrust directly at the fellow's throat
The uplifted blade struck the chaln
of the hanging lamp, suapped at the
hilt, and losing his balance the Major
plunged headlong into the ruck be
neuth. The downward fall of his body
swept the stalrs,

Aa | atood thore, punting and breath-
lean, A woman rushed downward, Be
lleving shs woild throw berself into
that tangled mass below, | lostantly
esught ler to me.

“Don’t” I arled antlously. *“You
oannot bhelp himu For God's sake go
back where you were'

“It is not that,’ ahe exciaimed, her
rolce thrilling with excitement. "“Oh,
Captaln Wavde, d0 you pot hear the
buglea ™

Ay by magie those halaful facen van-
tehed, disappesiing by means of ev-
ery opening larding out from thae hall,
und when the ehedring blusconts
sirged In through the broken door, 1
wos yev standing there, appearently
alone but for the dead, loaning weak
and breathless against the wall, my
arm phoat Kadith:Breanan,

CHAPTER XXXIII,
After the Struggle.
A young officer, whose red fance was
retdéred extremaly conaglcuous | by
the blue of his unlform, led the rush
of hiy soldiers ns Jiey camae tumbling
llantly Ipto the hall
“Up thers, men!" he erled, catch
ing sight of we, and pointing “Get
that Johnhy with the girl"
An they spraog eugerly forward over
e dead bodles littering the floor mt
thn fool of the stalrs, Brennan seram-
bled unmoadily to hia feet, nnd balted
them with lmperiony gesture,
“Leave bim slope!" bhe commuand-
el. “That la the commander of the
Confedernts dotnehment who spps to
our pid.  The gueriling bave Oed down
the ballway, and nre mwost of them
oulnide by now, Waiyne"” he turned

A Gentle Hand Wn
the Halr From Of I;,‘f

-lr. her fuoa Wldden aopom her motd-

| a1 tursed bastlly away to executa

1 was womew “g‘unﬂnl tint Bren. |
HAn abhould e eome personsily
to the wid of Wia wifo, but As be g

"her preleooe utterly, 1 ot oneo
offored bor my arm, and dllandy led
the way (o the robm desigtnied, 1he
othnrs following ns best they wight
Tho aps-tmbne was unoccupied, exhib.
iing uo woein of the lkte struggle, aod
I Tound oomforishle resting plices for
all.  Miss Mioor wan yot solibing soft

ar's shiynlder, and 1 felt constmined
o spenk with her.

“1 ahall go st once,” | said kindly,
| "to ascertain wll [ ean regarding Liev-
tenant Caton, wnd  will  briug you
word.”

Bhe iunked ms ﬂm [ of
ber durk éyas elouded with tears, but

this errmad, Mrs. Brennan lsld  re-
stealning hand upon my Arm.

hi ¥ n Wayne" she sald with
mich daMousbeun, “yoll are very un-
salflah, But you must nol KO untl
your own wounds buve been at{ended
to] they mhy be far mors serlous
than you sapprehend.”

A 1 gazed at ber, surprised by the
anziéty Whe wo openly dlaplayed, |
chanced to bohold mysell refiected
within s large mirror directly aoross
the room. One glance waus sufllcient
to convines me bher worda were fully
Justified. My remalgy of uniform e
erally clung to ma io rugs, My blre
whoujder lodked a contuzed mass of
battered flesh, my halr waa matied,
ind my fete blackensd by powder
sinlna and streaked with blood.

“} certainly do appear dlareputable
enough,” | admitted; "but T ean’ am
sure you It Iy nothing sulMeciently ai-
rious to fequire immediate attention.”
As 1 siepped without and closed the
door beltind me;, I wan al dtice start-
led by the rapid firlng of shot from
the tear of the houss, and the nesxt
moment | encountered the young, red-
faced officer burrying along the hall-
way at the hend a sqund of Federal
eavrirymen. Recognizing me in the
gloom of the passage he paused sud-
denly.

“l1 owa you a belated apology, Cap-
tatn,” he exclatmed cordially, "for hav-
ing wistaken you for one of those mis-
cronnts, but réaily your appeirance
was nat fattering”

"riaving viewed mysall sinoe within
a mirror,” T replied, "l am prepared to
acknowledge the mistake n most nat.
ural one. However, | am grateful to
be out of the sorape, and can scareely
find fault with my rescuers. Five min:
utes more would have witnessed the
end.”

“We rode hard,” he sald, “and were
in saddie within fifteen minutes wfter
the arrival of your ecourfer. You evl
dently made s burd fight of ft: the
house bears tostimony' to s terrible
struggle, We are rejoleed to learmn
that Lieutepant Caton -was mearely
stupned: we belleved bl dead at
first, nud he s far too fine & fellow
to go la-ihat way." ]
“He Js truly living, then?" 1 ex-
clalmed, groeatly relieved. “Mins Ml
nor, to whom he is engaged, ia mor
rowlng over his possible fate In the Il
brary yonder, Could not two of your
men askist him to her? She would
#o more to hasten his recovery than
any one.”

“Cortalnly,” waa the instant re
spopse. "Halne#, you and MeDonald
get the officer out of the front room;
eurry him In thero where the ladies
are, and then rejoin us'

I loft, remembering then my own
need. By usiog the back stulrwsy 1
avoided unplesssat contact with the
traces of confliot yel visible at the
frant of the house, and fAnally discov-
erad a bathroom which afforded facili-
tteq Jor eclennslog my fleosh wounds
and making my genersl appesrance
more presentable. 1 found | sould do
Ittle to Improve the condition of my
clothing, but after making such
chunges for the betlor as ware pow-
gible, sonking the clotted blood from
ol ey helr, and washing the powder
ptitun from my face, | felt | should
no loniger prove an ohject of nversion
evun to the eritieal ayen of the watien,
who wouid fuily reailze the canse for
tay torn mand begrimed uniform,

A glance from Lthe window wid me
the Fgdaral cavalrymen were baaring
oul the desd apd depositing them be
youd view of the houss In the desert
vd pegro colion Ebars aod one or
two of my own men were standing
near, caralully scnnning the uncovarer
&uu as they were borne past, while

of eonversition ovarleard
bfougm ‘the iformution that ths long
dinlug roons where 1 bad pasued the
nlght on gunrd hsd besn tohveried in-
to’ a temporary hoapltal

Irresoluts me (o my vest petiop, [
pasaed out 1nto the upper hall, ' It was
deserted ahd strangely stlent, seein-
Angly'dur removed Trom' all those ter
rible scenes s 1<1aly suActed in the
{ ruaws benesth Ky hend by this thme

with paln; | desired to be
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turipd 1 begau Lo réslite dimly whers
1 wan, and that 1 wia no longor dlone,
A genile hubd wus steoking back the

barest uplift of my esolids revealad
the folds of & durk blus skirt presping
cloto 1o my aide: Fnstantly § reallged
who must be tha wenrer, nnd remained
motiogless uniil | could better con
trol my first utiwise (mpnlee.

Bhe spokas no word, and [ canously
opened my eyea and glanced up Into
her face. For a tima she roewslbed
tnaware of my awakenlng, and set
there nllantly stroking my forelioad,
hor guae fixed musingly uwpon the
window at the farther and of the bail,
Doubtless she had besn sitting thus
for some tme, and had becoma abd-
sorbed Ilm her own reflections, for 1
lay there drinking lo har beauty for
ssyeral moments before whe chanced
to glange downward and observe that
I waa awaka, [ think the very In-
tensity of my guse awakened her from
reverie, for she turmed aimost with
nnuntndloomdmnm me. Aa
our eyes met, 8 warm wave ol color
dyed her thront and cheaks crimson.
“Why,” nhe exclalmed in momeuntary
eonfualen, ™1 supposed | should know
before you awoke, atnd have nmple
timo to escaps unobherved. [ dis-
covered you l¥lng here. You ware

‘of luterent she felt in the declaton. “It

Lault to resist.”
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:nen_ It nosd na
Qur final mesling?™

~ Hhe ehosd my words a4 . though
Afnrcely commprehonding thelr mann
ing.

S¥ed™ 1 pald, tialng and standing be
fore har. “How oan we hope It aball
be otherwise? | am nol frés o Te
maln hare, even ware It beat for other
reRBone, tar I nm » soldier under or
dwrn.  You undoubtedly will procesd
BeTth at the earllemt posathle moment.

ere (s searcaly o probabliity that In

groat wide world wa shall meet
lﬂin ]

“The war will soon be over; perlisps

Tou may eoma north alse."

*1 scarcely espest to do s My
work then will be to joln with my eom-
rades In an affort to rebulld the sbhat-
fored fortunes of Virginin, When ths
Hoes of lvesn divergd so widely ns
onra munt, the chances are indeed fow
ihnt they aver meel ngein”

“But aurely you can refhaln hére un-
tl we leave?" she guestioned, evident-
Iy otriving not to revesl tha depth

will not be untl] tomorrow that all de-
tally aro arrauged so wa to permit of
‘our departure. 1 had wsupposed you
‘Wwould cortainly be with us untll then”

“Mra, Brenoun!” 1 exclaimed al
mout passfonately, “do not tempt me!
Your wish Is a temptation most dif:

“Why reslat, then™
Bhe did not look at me, but stood

resting very uncomfortably when 1

twisting « handkerchlef nervously

H[| ( “ b tl [',«/

first came, and 1 fell it my duty to
render your position as easy na pow
uible. 1 did pot forget that ydur fa-
tigue came In our defense.”

“Could you mot eay io yourm?' 1
corrected. “But 1 have already been
mare than repaid. Your hend upon
my brow was far more restfu)l than
1 enn tell you—its soft atroking mio-
gled 1n my dreams svan belfore | awoke.
It brought hack to me the thought of
my wother, I do not thiok T bave had
A wonii's hand press back my balr
sionce [ wap a child”

*There was a look of paln wpon your
face ne you lay sleaping, and | thought
It wight ease you somewhat. 1 have
had stume experience a¥ a nurse, you
wnow.” ahe explained qulétly, "You
mantoned your mother: l& alie Nl
llvln"“

“She la in Richmond, stopping wﬂb
triends, but singe my eapture wo hava
jout ®l] trace of each other. [ was
raportad ns bhaviug been killed in ac
Ugn, and 1 doubt It sha even yet

knows the Guth, Eyerything in
so confused 4im the capital that
it 1& . impossible to (race ANy

poe not direotly connectsd with tha
army, anoe you lose exsct knowledge
of thelr wherenbouta”
“Your tather, then, In dead?™
WHa yielded his lle the first year
of the war; and our plastation neur
Charlotiesville Lus boen constantly In
the trnok of the armles, Ous rather
lupartant bettle, indeed, wae fought
upon I8, o you may realize that it (s
uow desolats and utterly uniit for halh
Itatton ™
“P'hg houss yel stande "
“Phe chimpey ind ooe wall stony re
malped ;‘n:{.,t‘;n Tanl: um .:h;;-
& e |njeras
‘mlw wo of the negro
1 wars mm eBR

ml&_lm—o

“l Was Standing Thers Apparently Alone, but for the Dead.

through her fingers. The abrupt gues-
tion startled me almost into full con-
fesalon, but fortunately my eyea
chanced to full vpon her weddiog-ring,
and instanily ! erughed the mad words
back toto my throat

"Bacnuse it Js right,” I replied slow-
iy, feeling each sentence an a death-
blow. *"For me to romaln ¢an mean
only 'one thing. For that | am ready
snough, If 1 thought you desired it, but
I dare not choosa such a courss my-
malf "

You spoak fn riddles, What is the
one thingt"

“A personal meeting with Major
Bregnan”

Tha bhigh color deserted her cheeka,
and her ¢yes met mine In sudden lo-
gulry. *Oh, no, no!" she exclaimed
with egonergy. “You and Frank must
pever mewl in that way, You mopan
A duuld™

| bowed gravely. “1 was permittnd
ty gl o defense of this houss only
by pledging mysell to Major Brenpan
aftarwardn.™
s Byt why need |t ba—as Isast now
thut you bave itood togelber an com-
mdea ™ )

Y] feur,” | suld guietly, "that faot
will not ecount for muech,  We both
fought toapired by your presence.”

“Mine!" | hardly keew how lo ln
thrpret har tous,

“Qartalnly; you cannol be ignorant
that Major Drennan's dislike s based
upon your friendubip for me."

“Hut there ln o remson,” Ihmm-
mared, "Ha bas no onuse—"

SH raanon -] mukt leave him to sx
plain,” 1 interrupted, to rellave har evi-
fdent embarmenneit “His mlll. lll'-
evor, were extremely explielt; and

g

cost!™ wha orled, anc 1 eould M hior
body tremble ®ith the Intensity of fer
emotion. “But, Captsin Wayn#, our
frienduhiip surely nepd not be severad
now for ever? [ cannot bear to think
that 1t should be: | am no cold, hanrt:
lesi lugrate, and shall never [orget
what you have done to perve me |
valuys avery sacrifice you have made
oy my beballl  Let un Indéed part
now i, as you say, It must be ao:
yot surely thers are happler days in
wtore {or bath of us—days when the
mian of this nation wil) not wenr differ
ent wniforms and deem (t maniy to
Aght und kil eacl obhsr”

“The great siroggie wiil ocartainly
coenne, pounfbly within a very [ew
weokn,” | anawersd, greatly moved by
her sarneatoess, “but | fear the men
ongpreed In 1 will rewmpls myeh the
siiite In thelr aaturea however thery
may dreas, | can only eay this: Wers
the path cledr, | would surely find you,
Bo matter where you were hidden.”
“How terrible It I that & woman
must ever choose betwesn such evils'"
nhe said almost bitterly. “The toart
saya one thing and duty snother il
through Hfe, It eema 1o ma. 1 Have 5o
much of sufering In thess Inst fow
monthe, so muek of heartlens cruelty.
that 1 eannot bear to be the cause of
any mors, You and Msajor Drennan
munt not meet: bal, Captaln Wayne, [
will not bellove that we mre lo part
thus foraver.”

“Po you mean that | am to seek you
when the war closea?

“There will be no time when 1 shall
not most gladly welecome you."

“Your home? | anked, wondering
still if she could mean &ll that her
wards tmplled. “1 have sever known
where you res'ded In the north.™
“Stonington, Conn.” She smiled at
ms through the temrs jyet cling-
g tor her long lashes, ““You may
never eowme, of course; yeot [ ahall
alwayn feel now that parbaps you will;
and that Is pot ke a final goodby,
fa 1Ry

| bowed mbove the handa I held
and pressed my lips upon them. For
the moment | durst not speak, and
thon—a volce suddenly sounded in the
hall below:

"I am grestly obliged to you, Miss
Minor; she 1s probably lying down.
1 will run up end call her”

We started an 1f rudely awakened
from a dream, whila a sudden oxpres-
glon of Iright swept soross her fice,
“Oh, do not meet him,” she begged
piteously. “For my sake do not re-
maln here,” ]
“1 will go down the back stairway.” |
I returned hastily, “but do you indeed
menn 1t? May 1 coms to you?™

“Yes, yeu; but pray go oowl”
Unable longer to restrain myseif, I
clugped her to me, held her for one
briet instant strained to my breust,
kissed her twice upon lips which had
no opportunity for vefusal

“This world is not so witle but that |
somewhere tn it | shall again Ond the
one woman of my bhenrt” 1 whispered
passionately, and was gona.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

A Plan Miscarried,

| remembered aa | horried down the
back stalrway her fluabed face, but
could recall no look of Indlguant pride
{n those clear eyes whosa pleasant
mewory beunted me. Bhe loved me;
of 1his | now feit doubly assured. and
the knowledge made my heart light
aven while | dreaded the consequences
to us both.

enme to a sudden pause, facing 2 table
Inden with much a varfety and abun-
dance of food an hnd been strangs to
me for many a long day, Directly op-
posits, n nupkin tucked benonth his
double =2hin, his plate plled high with
good things, sat Ebers, while at elther
end [ beheld Mr. and Mra. Bungay sim-
liarly sltunted. The axtonlshment of
our meating seomed mwutunl. ‘The Ser |
goant, spparantly feallng the osconmity
of explanafion, wiped hls mouth so-
berly.

“1 vos yooat goin’ to fill me op mit
der dingn ks a good soldler, Captnin,™
ha sald In suxiety

“No doubt; well, | nm mather hungry
mysell. Mys Bupngay, In memory of
old times cannot you spire me & plste?
If wo, 1 will take pleasurs in joloing
your happy company, Thank you. |
soe you buve found your man'

“I bave thet, mir,” sbe mmwwered.
grimly, “sn’ | reckon ax how he's lke-
ly ter #tay el huwn arter (his”

“Hut you forget ha ia my gulda™ |
protested, not disinelined to test her
wmpsr, “Hurely, M. Butgay, you
would not deprive the ﬂautqor his val
usthle servicea ™

“An wouldn't |, now? Aa' didn’t
thet lttle whiit promlss me ifong
afore ho sver did you uns? Aln't he
my nat'ral protéetor? Whut's a lone
temale & goin' ter dew yera in ther
mountings wi'out vo many”™

“Come, Jai, whut do you way? Are
you tired fighting the battlés of the
Confedsracy, und profer those of
home T

“1 lika rer read all "hout Bghtin’ well
‘nokgh, but durw It Cap, it Kinder
hurts whin they hits yé on ther hoad
with & gan” His face it up  wad-
dealy. " | worter waotur Ly
Mariar g1t 'quainted with thet thar

h- -~‘-

ignure thew in m- now, bitched tas A (rog, an' & estin'
uinMnm hoarm | gor mm.wsﬂ‘—.«mﬂmﬂé1
uuu #0107 1O G «lse I8 | on his bide ter all he wint through”

| stepped out Into the kitehen and

*Did you Mil, my sonT"

“Nawl "Course 1 dido't! 1T'm jeast
takin® & mud bath by me doctor’s or
dercl™

Bubject for the Minister,

According to reports guathered by
the Natfonn! Assoclation for the Study
and Prevention of Tuberculoais, pras-
teally 10 per cent. of all deaths In
wiurch congregations are cnused Ly
tuberculosia. In a study of 313,000
which there were 7,000 Jeaths in 1810,
communicants of 725 churches In
the death rate mmong these chumhb-
members wii found to be 224 for
avery thoosand communieants, This
fa higher thun the rute for Lhe regis-

tratlon naresq of the United States,
which was 1.60 in 1210

“While these amum.ica," sayn the
piational associstion, “Are not com-

parable from the point of view *of ao-
curacy with those of the bureau of
censns, sufflclent eradence may be
given to them to Indléate that vne of
the most merious problem the or-
dinary chureh has to conplder 18 Lhat
of the devastation of it membsrahin
by tubsarculosis, Hvery minister In the
Unlted States should give this aub-
ject some attentlon during the week
preceding or that following April 28,
Tubereulosls dny?

Hadn't Brought It
Tencher (diagustedly)—My boy, my
boy, where Is your intaition?
Boy—I1 aln't got aay, 1I'manly hare
a faw days, and I didn't kmow what I
hod ta glt,—Judge.
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From

Our Ovens
To

Your Table

Untouched by human
hands—

Post
Toasties

—the aristocrat of Ready-
to-Serve foods.

A table dainty, made of
white ludian corn—present-
ing delicious flavour and
‘wholesome nourishment in
new and appetizing form,

The steadily i increasing sale

of this food spesks volumes
ia behalf of its excellence.

An order for a packege of
Post  Toasties feom your
grocer will provide a wreat for
the whole fruily,
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