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BYNOPBIS,
At the baginnl nt wrt mitnmabile
rioe the mul:nu'!?hl of the Marcury.
Binnton's maching, dropa dend. Hirange

youth, Jessa Floyd, veluntesrs, gnd la Ao
cept

In the rvest durlag the twehty-
four hour 1oecw Stanton meola & stranger,
Cuellale, whe Intreduces hetesll, e
oroury wink race,  Btanton  receives
flow.cs from mn Curllala whieh he Ig-
moron. tnmm Mign Curilslo on &
z'-.l bhay nlly to take  walk, and
B leaves, Euntﬂl und Misn Carlinle
follow In auto, Acsident bf which San-
ton Ix hurt le mysteploun, byd, at lunch
with Biruton, telis of hin boyhood. #ian-
fap again meein Miss Carlinle and the
dine logether, Btanion cames to trac
slok. but makes race

CHAPTER VI, (Continusd.}

There was o bad turn, His eyen on
the machine In fromt, Stanton round-
ed the banked curve at a paco which
sent the shriaking crowd of specintors
recolling from the dangerline and
sprayad yollow sofl high loto the air
As the Mercury lurched Into the
ptmight atretch bevond, as Floyd was
Ip the uct of turning lo exnmine the
rear tires, there came & sharp exple
plon and a recling stagger of the car
us A rear cusing blew out, wrenched
itaelf bodily from the wheel and rolled
like a hoop into & fleld o hundred
yurdy sway.

The machine tottered to the edge]

of the road, stopplug noder the power
ful brakesn. Floyd spreng out, drap
glog lovsa one of the extra tives car-
ried, while Htanton reached for the
tookbox, They had no nesd or time
for conversstion, an they worked, peo-
ple from all directionn flocking around
in & pushing, esger clirele to watch the
proceedinga.

The two worked well together,
Floyd's deft awiftness balunced by
Stanton's sirength, Wbhen the task
was flalabed, the driver fret rogalned
his place.

“Qet In," ko ordered crisply. “Are
you golng to take all day, or am 1 go-
ing to catch that Atalants ™

Ployd obeyed first and retorted pee
ond; an Invaluable habit,

“If you're goln' to cateh anything
but ® mmanh, 1'd suggeat & slow-down
for that turn,” bhe countered, In the
blurred accent 80  woftly deceptive,
“No tire built is goin® to atick on &
wheel under such roughin'.”

Stanton nkot & giance akkant out of
the corner of a slormy blue-black eye.
He wan irritated by the lost time, he
folt more i1l (b be could have besn
bropght to admit, and Interfersnce
pricked him Hke a &pur,

Tl give you & lesson in driviog"”
he cast seross his sboulder, and bent
over the wheel,

It was Stanton at his worst and best
who made the next twe clrounlis of
the long ocourse. Other racera, warned
by thelr mechanicians of the thunder
balt bearing down upon them, drew
prudentiy to one alde, preforring the
chatice of later regaining the advanp-
tage. From eyery angle and curve the
peopls Oed, at sight of the giay ear
followed By Ita whirlwind of dust and
carrying the huge “6 on its hnod

Twice tha Mercury rushed past ihe
grand-stand, W0 a tumult of cheery
drawned by the cur's own 1oar. The
pecond time, the two men glinpsed un
aficinl rining, megapbone o hand, and
rightly guessed that Lhey had made
the fastest clronit of the day,

And Floyd had recelved t(he prom-
lsed lesnon, for Blanton hod pafely ne-
gotiited the turn Lhat before coat them
o o6t & paco ogunlly fastk

Bufely, onee; but, not gontent, he
eate Around he second Ume driving
an furtaualy, with unsliokeiad speed.
Down upon the fuf they sweptl ugaln,
Stauton wnervingly repenting hin ex-
quisite fent of s and twisting the
Mercury wround on the two |nside
wheel; then the predicted happuned.
The crack of &b eXxplodlug tire came
whille ihoy wore on the bend, Instanily
¢choed by, the bursting of s inate
from tha oppotite wheal; the gar Lors
jtpelt from ocontrol under the double
alioel und shot off the conrse Into (he
field heyond, Wowing dewp furrows lo
the soft enrth until it @v-rturned wiih
u Aol drosh

Fartly teld by his wtesrinewhesl
fianton was flung out on the myadow
grane ny the oor upset, lis speed then
au muel checked that he escaped

guaroly. hiuined,  Ployd, anprotected,
Lad lLeen bhurled from bis seut by the
loy lun!!—nlunnl Henr
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koeo; ganplog tor breath, solled with
dust and gransatsios, and with the
hlood welling from n Jugged rent In
bin left arm, but with bis attention
only lxed on Bianton.

“You're=all right?™ he articulated

*11 Yea. A fool alwaya . You—"

Hut ha could see for himeell that
the mechuniciun was nol seriously in.
Jured, without Floyd's reassuring nod.

“Call me what you ke Bianton
poermitted, between clenched teeth, an
he dragged out his handkerchief to
bandnge the slender arm,

The appullod crowd was upon them,
With n sputtering roar the Duplex ma-
chihe rounded the turn and sped down
the siralght siretoh, its mechanicinn
staring buok over hin shoulder st the
wreck Dut Floyd brushod the glriish
ourle off lle formbend and staggored
aredl, helpleas lnughter shaking him.

“Call you? 1 think you've got the
bestl dlgponition sn' the worst temper
I ever saw! Tie thias up an' we'll
right tho enr. Wa've got to be movin'
on.”

There wera plenty of sympathstie
heipera.  Incredible to the witnesses,
but as Moyd had foreseen, the Mer
oury had not muterlally suffored. The
big car was righted by fifty bands;
Stanton and Floyd—unaided, accord-
ing to recing roles—pit on the new
tires, and took thelr seats amid hearty
admiration and good wishes,

Twenty minttes after she loft the
course, the Mercury shot down it once
more, By the time the grand-stand
was fully aware that “Stanton had
got his ngain,” snd the ambulance
had been hurrled clanging to the
acena of the posaible tragedy, the Mer
cury whirled past the judges, running
more cametllks thin sver,

But Stanton took the turna consar
vatively; for him.

The ruce was lost. HEven Stanton
coild mot rognin tke half-hour 'ead
given his competitors. Late in the
fourth hotur he tlgnaled Fioyd lo lean
closer, and when Lo was obeyed:

* "Where's the Duplex?™ he- gquos-
tlaned eagerly.

“At ita repalr pit for tha last Mour,"”
Moyd mnade hopeful answer, *“An'
there's only the Atalunts ahead of
ua.‘l

Btanton shook hia head, but let out
his ear a Nitle fanter,

The Mercury comé across the line,
at the fnlgh, Just Ove minutes bebind
the Atslanta; 0 recaive fully as great
‘an ovation na the winning car. The
speciacular driving, the record of the
fustest lnp and highest spead ever
made on that course, tlie second place
won lo spite of the acoldent, simost
éclipsed the Awslanta’s viclory.

In the midet of the joyous tumalt,
Floyd descended, wilff and  weary
enough after the contlouous run of
five hours and fAftyeight minutes. But
Btanton did not follow; leaning npon
hig steering-wheel, the focus of anap
plug  emmerns, curiour orowds, and
blendad congrutulations and mymps-
thy, Only when one of the judges
ceme over Lo shoke handi, was the sx-
planstion made evidant

"If 1 nm to gel out, mome one will
have (0 belp me,"” announced Stanion
impasalvely, and unclasped hia muak,
baring a face gray with exbaustion
upder ity conting of caked dust.

And, ln fact, It was pecessary to ald
the cramped, overiaxed driver to dis
mount from Ws car; W the woader of
ol thone familiar with his usual asw-
port yndurnnoe.

A lttde Juter Ployd, some of the
prime  remaved, somewhat  rested,
and lesulng from the ambulance sur
geon's onre Witk bis arss bimduged In
alvillzed feahlon, felt & touoh om his
shnulder,

“I'm golug to get out of this wp
roar,” Blanton briefly lnipurted. “"Cume
with mof sond for your Wings and
wituy ut oy hotel tonight.™

Foyd drew baok, hesitstiog oddly,

“I'm sorry,"” bha began,

Htanton’s streight dark brows oon-
thaeted,

“You menn thit you dou't want any-
thing personal to dd =!'th your brute
of a driyer? Oh, pay so

“No, so] Onply—§—

The ‘eyes adnt ono dicect
glance into o troubled ATRY Oles,

“Opod-by," pronouneed Biuplon dell-
allaly, aud tesned ca hin hewl

“Stanton!” oried Floyd, in distress.

The other keptl ou, unbesding.

"smtml" Floyd appealod, overtak-
ing him: l’l«u-—-l wive you
o D e, B
o At my olel, touighs,
lhu was sil I'ﬂ dn anything yoo

ll.on llu!;r
you comse
oryr? Guit

e BOW, Lo

ﬁ‘dmu"vumohnhhm
reader. Liks & woman, Fioyd rlelded
to a sbporior wil): ke & man, there
warte no wmall reservations In  his
yielding. %

There was & taxionb walllug; to It
Btanton 194" the way,

The destination waa one of the
lurge hotels of the city, und peither
of the compunicous were dressed for
the pabile diningroom. I the
guest-crowded lobby Blanton pansed
to order dluner sant to his ows apart
ment, pe Teotly indifferent to the san.
sation caused by (helr entrance

"You are utwell, sir?™ 1ha dlerk
veitured, regaiding him wideayed

“No,"” he dealed lnconicully.

But he looked for more futigued
than his comparatively frall mechan:
lelan, nevartheleys. Patlgued, and (1L

"You aldn’t hurt yoursalf in our ap-
aot, | hope” Floyd sald with anxiety,
when they wors alons In the stify, lm-
personnl hotel room.

“Mo. 1 bad n bad pight of 1, Stan.
ton oxpluined. He sal down In an
arm-chalr, resting hiis bead agninat e
cushilonsd baock "Make yoursall com-
fortdble as you can, Floyd, There is
nothing the matter with me—there
can't be, I never was nick n day sloce
1 oan remember. Probably 1 need
fecding; "ve saten nothing =lnce that
confounded dinner lsst evening. and
it is nearly pix o'clock pow'

But, after all, when the food was
brought, Stantom could ent noné of
it; although maintalping & pretenss
of dolng mo, which forbade his com-
patfon to comment upon the et

"Wers you feellng Ul yeaterdny t™
Floyd Inquired. when the lust course
was removed sod tbey were loft to
themselved, Hig own benring was less
sesured than ususl, hls galety subdued
to guletness almost savoring of tim-
fdity,

“Not until evenlog, after dinner.”

The machaniclan looked at him,
started to speak, ohecked himself, snd
at last lmpulatvely put the Indlscreet
quéstion:

“Do you mind telling me where you
dined 1™

“Of course nol,” “Btanton returned,
without n trace of hesitation. “With
My, Carliale of the tre ocompeny,
and his daughter. They are have for
the races: He wanted to talk tires to
me, Heuwvon knows why, We didn
Kot very far; after Miss Carlisle left
un I began to feel so sick that I ex.
cused mysslf and got away to the
nanrest doctor” A

Floyd turned his besd, and csught
his breath in » brief, quick sigh. Whan
he looked back ut his host, bis condki
eyes were clearer and more gentle
than they bad been sines the asalut-
ant manager had given (he secount of
Btanton's amnsing disappanrance,

“Acute Indigsetion, your doctor
called your attack?™™

“Bomethlng ks I

“Misn Carlisle doesn"t aeem to he
a lucky companion” Floyd observed
dreyly. "Bhe mads you @mlsy your tealn
hera, you came neur hreaking your
wrist with her car, and her dlaner
peams Lo have polsonéd you What
A1d ahe give you, lobster and lce

oresm ™
“No—I bhardly know. [ vever care
what 1 aat” He passed his haod lm

pationtly norcoes his lorehend, sudden-
13 glady.

Floyd waned nearer.

“Stanton, how did you fsel? What?
Tall me; I'm not just curlous’

“Nausen, violent successive atizcks

People From All Directions Flosking
Arcund,

of sesricknesy that loft me oo weak
to stand, 1've got the headschs yet."

Iln voles died out; e had a vegue
impression of Flopd sturting up end
coming toward him.

“1 bud 1o moke the doctlor standy

me with some drag 20 T eopld race®

b- rosimed abruptly. 1
encough without that th me, Floyd.™

“Hush, try 0 mu--mamm
anlolan's earnest younsg wlu porOss
Lhe mist

“'m tired." he conceded.

I meemod to hhn & In:‘ thne lnor-

o f

Gat your tools”

“Doa't try to talk,. | bhava seul lew
& dactor,” soothed Flayd, “"You are
all vight. Here," & hand was nﬂm
Behlng his bead, & glesy of waler
to his lipa. “Drink (hin*

"You might have bheéth 8 nures”
Stanton wiandered dreamlly. “Your
pistor couldn’t do botter, -And you're
1o ponsenilonlly good-locxing! Floyd,"”
the faverialily brillinnt oyes fnshed
wide, “what Ia your alater's name!"
C“Jeusion,”

“Josuo—Jennlen T

“Wa are twinoei 1 told you that
They pamed s so purposely.”

Tha heavy #hite bandage encircling
his mechanician's Jeft arm caught the
patient's fulling atvention,

“You've had n bad day; go hoins
and rest,” .
bafore ihings elipped frow Rls ken

(I'o Hi CONTINURED.)

SHREWD IDEA OF DIPLOMAT

Whars Russlan OfMocer of Embasay
Proved More Than a Match
for Abdul Hamid,

Mplomntigts abrosd tell how o dle
tnguished memabor of the Huminn
ecorps diplomutigus eloverly outwitted
Abdul Hamid, the late Hultan of Tur
key. The Ruasian displayed a suricus
lngenuity In Introducing the business
of hin country in the gulke of perponal
pleaaure.

It Appenra that thes Bultas had abso
lutely refused to grant an audience to
any member of the diplomafic body at
Constantinople and that duripg the
perfod In question Abdul Hamid speat
the groatar part of his time in eock-
fNghting, nn amusement wWhereof e
was passionately foud.

The Runsian heard (hst his Imperial
majeaty atood In need of fresh hirds
Lo sopply the place of thoso kilied In
fight, wheréeupon the wily Muncovite
procured a fins-looking white fowl of
the barnyard ppecles, caused it to be
trimmed and wpurred to resemble a
gamaecock, and sent it in a richly deco-
rated cags to the Sultan,

The rune was sucoesaful, but the
Bultan, at first deolighted with the gift,
poon sent for the diplomatist to ex-
plata, U he ecould, why hin bird had
shown no Inclloation to fight The
Russlan went, exnmined the bird In
the presence of Abdul Hamid, and
with great astonishment and regraot
ncknowledged thnst 't wan quite unable
to cope with the royal Enmecocks,
which were undoubtadly of n.superior
bresd

A conteronea followed om tha subject
of gumecocks In general; and when
this wun finfshed the Museovite nuo
ceaded in drawing the Suilan in a
mood for conversation of a different
cheracter, aud o Ume adroltly intro
duced the political matter ha had wo
Jong awaited an opportunity to diecuss
After a long !nterviow bhe returtied to
hia embasay trlumpbant over his col
leagues —Hurper's Wealkly,

Escaped, but Without Booty.

A weslthy Swiss merchant ni Lans-
snne has just outwitted thelves who
sent fo bim & latter demanding that a
lerge sum of money sbhould be brought
to s certaln place, sud threatening L0
murder bim {f ke refused to send It
He lnformed the polico, and a wap
was sel. A servand, carrying o packat
of worthless paper, went to the mp
polnted place—n rallway statjon whers
ah express traln slops for a whort
while. When Lhe traln, arrived s wo
man daslied outl of & frst-clasy com-
partment, anntched the packsl from
ihe pervant's bandy, and reemiered the
tridn, The trala, which asually sterts
from the station withih a few minutes
of the arrival, was delayed by ar
rangement, and the detective aulored
They found the compartmant emply,
with the door ou the slde [furthest
from the plitform wide cpen. They
siw Lhe womaAn entor a motor-car pon-
tlning three wen, which rueed away.

About the Hoump,

In cuss of o suddey lusk, whoen 1t
ta Giffloult to pol & plumber quickly,
furn off. tha water and mic svme. com:
e yallow gonp and whiting seith Just
onough wilgs o meke o thick pasde
it wili ba found to do temporarliy n
well ni soder, provided you t
tha water oD REwin rutber slowly, as
& mudden mash might foree it out

- The Deadly Dust.

Out of every thowosand of
whose oocupuations onlis for . oo
watlk i dusty giariers, dye die of ogp-
Faumption, according to German offt ol
fguras; whirens among thols who wre
not sEposed Lo the actioh of dust anly
two out of & thohsand dle of tha dis
ohsy numed,

thase

Tha Worst of 1t a

"My wils always tlouars
when | coms Mome Mie”  “WALeh
mitken you foal mean, $hT" " Yes; ahd

10 buy wora Balr/—Uasion Mucord |

pasped Stantou the brute,

ber pair |

whigh alep mkes |k upcemury for e |

Best—because it's the
purest, Best—because
it never fails, Besr—
because it makes every
bakinglight, fluffy and
evenly raised, Bes
—because it is moder-
ate In cost—highest in
quality.

At your grocers.

Yau doa't snon manwg when gou bap
eheap or Hg.con baking powder, Dun't
be misked. Buy Columel, Ii's e
cconomical — ovoes  wilodesome — phoes
best pesults. Cobawed b for supasine is
sour miilk and soda.

Eauy.
“Is your husband esay to gt along
with ™
"Husy? Why he doean't even oldect
W going to church suppers.”—Detrol
Freo Proes,

WiILL lﬂ..ll‘l'l u?mu n
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Meoy a wan geta & roputation of be-
tog a “good fellow™ when he 18 golng
to the bad,

Mre. Winsowss Soothing Byrap foe Cblidirem
teathing, noflons tho gues, reduces ixflamme.
donailey s palnorares wind colin, S 3 kel

It's far osnlér to forcm o good cham

§ To Women
Broken Down?

Rt s o
s

Dr Plcme :
Favonte Preu:nphon

_T!Il Druggist Will Supply Yoy

sotor than it e 1o reform a bid obe
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