[ELLS OF A TRIP THROUGH DESOLATED
AND DEVASTATED VILLAGES OF FRANCE

Edward B. Clark Gives a Simple and Uncolored Story of Conditions
As He Found Them——Responsibility for the Destruction of
Many Fair Places of France One of the Things to Be
Considered When Final Day of Reckoning Comes,

By EOWARD B. CLARK,
1Siaft Corresponident Weostern Newwpaper
Unlan.)

Sommeilles, France.—A8 I make &
few notes In this place which once wan
& village the
|ground 1s shaken
by the trans-
mitted tremor im-
parted to the earth
by the shock of
the great gune
which are bellow-
Ing all along the
battle front from
8t. Mihiel to the
forest of Argonnoe.

Sommellles |a
beyond the pres-
ent indlented
range of the big
rifles, but an ele-
yvatlon of an Inch
or two to the mus-
tles of the slege
pleces would re-
selt In & rain of
shalls falling on
s villnge. or at least the remnants of
a village which already has had not a
rain but o deluge of fire,

There is little chanee that any gun
Wil be elevated, for the cannoneers
are too much occupled with the multl-
tude of human targels and with the
sod and beam-coversd trenches imme-
diately at their front to be willing to
wasto shots at the well-nigh invisible.
1 am here with a French army officer,
Capt Gerard de Ganay, who stands six
feet three in his milltary boots and
who looks and Is o soldier. If the
enemy in the trenches, battering away
over the hill and the valley at our
front wanted to put this officer out of
the service with a shell, 1 doubt If it
could pee him, even if thelr range find.
ing experts were possessed of triple
powerad fleld glasses, The enptaln I8 ar-
rayed In what they call "horlzon plue,”
& color which so melts {nto the skyllne
that it becomes a part of It

Rulne Where Army Passed,

To this place 1| have come wnfter a
trip of two days’ duration in a high:
powered military motor through about
twenty of the desolnted and devastated

hold that the absence of shell holes in
the walls and the roofs of houses
standing aloof, mnd whose Interiors
are scorched and Dblackened rulns.
proves beyond cavil that the Mres wers
set by hand. The Germans say that at
this place some of the Inhabitants
were caught with frearms in thelr
hands. This plea will probably enter
Iater when all these acts are hrought
to the bar of man's adjudication, A
It in, Hurion virtually has disappeared
from the face of the earth.

This village was proud of Its Gothle
Catholic church of Bt. Martin, which
has stood here for centuries, The
church Is not beyond repalr, but to-
day it Is NHterally riddled with shot and
shell. Within Is an undamaged shrine
of Mary the Virgin, and before it wom-
on wers praylng for the success of the
wrms of France.

Not far from Hurlon stands the vil
lage of Glennes, or, again let ma say,
what once was Glennes. This village
wis déstroyed utterly by shell fire, ex-
cept In the cases of a few of the Iarger
bulldings. The church ls badly dam.
nged, but, ke the sanotunry ut Hurlon,
it can be restored. 1 went into the
churchyard at Glennes, drawn thither
I think by a somewhat shadowed form
of curiosity. The sheolls hnd fallen
thick and fast Into this place where
the villagers for centuries have burled
thelr dead. The church and pematery
are plotures of gray and black desoln-
tlon. Images and monuments are shat-
tered almost to dust. Barely one of
the smaller tombatones in the ceme-
tory is left untouched. Here, however,
one sees the frequent fPeak of war. A
great tomb stands almost In the een-
ter of the churchyard. It dominates
the seene. All about It trees and head-
stones and footstones have been splin-
tered and smashed, and yot the great
tomb stands unmarred. Its escape s
oneé of the mysteries of the chances of
war. Within the tomb, as the Inserip-
tion tells us, rests the family of Jesson
Bollleau. Jesmon and his family still
sleep undisturbed.

Boldiers' Sepulchers Everywhere.

After leaving Glennes, the country
Is nothing but a great graveyard,
Solders' sepulchers are everywhere,

ﬂln’;!r graves are the exception. Ger.

Devastated by War,

villmges of France which lay In the line
of wdvatice and of retreat of & great
army. In the daye to come, when thers
In u Dnal reckoning to fix reaponsibil-
ity for the destruction of these falr

fmunn and Frenchmen allke rest under
|

the newly sprung May flowers in these
flelds of the republie. Nature I8 cele-
brating it own memorinl day and s
decorating the resting places of the

places of France and for the killing of | brave with daisies and dandellons, vio-

more than n few
there will be n controversy as bitter as
that
from the Marne, the high point of the

the Germun now |n eptrenched, with

striking duily and boldly at his front

Included technieally within the field
of war operations todny I8 o lnrge part
of France. Virtually all the scene of
the battle of the Murne is forbldden
ground to ull persons except those who
ko with proper credentinls

It 1§ my Intention to take my road-
ers through some of these desolated
places of Franee: to tell a simple and
uncolored story of thelr condition to
day Be my eyves saw (hem, and to re
pest ocasionully the words of men and

| from Glennes
German advance. w the Alsne, where | excaped fire or shot.

nonoombutants, | lets, forget-me-nots and the while val-
Il ley llies,
which has marked the battliog |

Courde-Munges 18 a villige not far
In it only u few houses
Into the desola-

| tion of this place the people are beglin-
the Frenchman on the offensive and | ning to enter.

They seattored to the
four parts of France when the storm
broke, but this was their home. and
here few by few they are coming back
and are seeking the means to build
sgaln their houses as they already, In
the retreat of the enemy, have bhullt
aguin thelr hopes

The mayor of Courde-Manges dwalt
In & handsome house with outlying
grounds closed in by un lron fence of
fine workmanship, Toduy, there s
uothing left of the official home but
its foundation stones. Shell and Hre

of women who saw the acts of destrue. | took their toll. The outlying gurden,
tion and who have formed their own | however, seemingly knew nothing of

opinlon ns 1o the

ravage will be known The world

seore or mare af thriving French vil-
laged have perished from the earth
after o manner that seemingly will not
admit of the excuse or the eyplanation
that 1t b= slmply the regult of the neis

of ardinary und socslied clvillzed war- | ney 8 from Desolution

Tare
Was Fired by Ingendiaries.

From Vitry-le-Fruncols, whore | left
the train and took u military motor, |
went first to Hurlon, or rather to the
place where Hurlom onece #tood.  The
French declare that thin place was
burned by German Incondiarios. They

reanons therefor. | the ravage of battle,
One day the truth undorlying all this | tended since last nutumn,

| peasiakitn

It hod been un-
but nature,

| the restorer, toduy Is making it to blos-
probably will continia to withhold its |
judgment, but the fuel remuins that & | #thowed

som with spring's rare coloring. War
no  favoritiem st Courde
Manges. The houses of the poor and
the house of the rioh  dlike wire
awept to awift destruetion,

[ 1 Ix only » few miles from Cour-de.
| Manges to Frignicourt, but the Jour-
. to Desalitlon,
All the way betwesn the villagen, how.
ever, there Is a land of beauty. The
following on the hesls of
the Prench army (o ity forward move
ment, are cultivating every possible
patch of ground, leaving untonched
nething but the graver of frlend nnd

foe. "he grace of enjovment i« nat tn

I'l"rvm I soddiers whoin they

be found among ruined homes,
confessedly there s momentary forget.
fulness of the stricken villuges when
one leoks on the beauty of the felds
which lle between the houses of des
olation.

Frigulcourt bag been swept from its
piace ob the plains. Not one ai.ne
rents upon another here. Was there
Justification for this laylng waste or
was it sheer wantonness? Time per-
haps will dinclose the truth. 1 wanted
{o determine for myself whether or not
the tales constantly told of Incendiar
ism wero true or untrue. 1 bsgan to
observe closely and | hit upon & means
of test which | bave found that niresdy
the Frenchmen have applied.

Faremont ‘s not far from Frigni
court, and 1t was destroyed only In
part by setillery fire, A fine highway
runs through the heart of the village,
and It was along this highway that the
invading army passed. The houses on
either gide of the road and immedistely
confronting It haveall been destroyed
while the houses back of them are In-
taet. Gunfire from a distance makes
no such fine distinetions. The hounes
along the strest were set on fire by
hand,

The old chureh of the village of
Faremont Is stll] standing. There ls a
shell hole In its tower, and more
brenches in the wall below.

From Faremont | passed through
Favresses, Blesme and Maurupt-le-Mon-
toy. There Is little loft of any one of
these places to glve It the right to be
cdlled & village. At Blesme there are
tome curious contrasts, The lowly
homes of the villagers all were de-
stroyed, but close to them an old and
beautiful chateau stands unbarmed
amidst its trees,

As If by Miracle.

At Maumiptle-Montoy the bombard:
ment caused heavy damage to the vil
Inge church and churchyard, In the
Intter, where the ahells had fallen
thick, there ls a stone croas bearing
upon {ts marble front a representa-
tlon of Saint Veronlca's handkerchief,
upon which, according to the Cathollo
bellef, was imprinted the face of the
Christ. In curlous workmanship, upen
the marble handkerchief in this eéeme-
tery, the fuce of the Savior was inlald
Almost alone, this cross and this Christ
stand uninjured In this shell-shattered
acra of Uod.

Froquently stress has been lald upon
the escape from injury by shell fire of
representations of the Savior and the
Virgin, his mother. I know, however,
that these escapes are only accidental,
and while it may be plensant for the
falthrul to believe that immunity cams
to the things they hold”sacred, It is
only the part of truth to say that |
have seen the same destruction vis
ited upon crucifix and on shrine that
fell upon other images and other sanc
tuaries of which Christians take less
acrount. .

At Vaubecourt such walls as still
reur themselves from the rulns are
shaken dally and nightly by the thun.
der of pounding guns. At least one-
half of the Vaubecourt villagers have
returned to thelr blasted dwellings
ready ngaln to take up life where thelr
forefathers lived for centurien. Thesa
viliagers give no heed to the trembling
of the earth under their feet, The can-
non  shot does not disturb their
dreams, Hell came here lnat fall.

There was terrific fighting st Vaube-
court and In the country all about it
and there Is still terrific fighting near
4t hand. The village has been bat
tered from Its foundations by shell and
shot, When the time comes for an-
swering the question of responsibility,
it In probabie that no fine interroga.
tions will be ralsed an to whether this
plnee was swept [rom the face of the
aprth by bombardment or dellberate
incendinriem. Here, the question will
coneern ftsell with the right of the In
vider 1o put to death summarily three
found In
the villnge

Were Bhot as Sples.

The cure of Vaubecourt, a priest
who stayed loyally at his post, told
me thit the French soldiers were In
uniform and In ndvance of the enemy's
lints and that therefore they could not
huve been sples.  The Germans. how
ever, have sald that these soldlers
wera mples and 1t was on this ground
they shot them

The priest of Vaubecourt has gath
ered a part of hie flock together once
more. He ls 'Abbe Perrenol. He was
sentenced to be shot by the order of
the commanding ofMcer of the invad
ing army. He added that this oMesr
was n good deal of a brute but that
Il Immediate junfor in command waus
# moldier and a gentleman, The junior,
he suid, secured his release. So one
herrs the stories and 80 one muy or
may nol pass Judgment an e will,

As things sre, however, the village
of Vaubecourt us a village of homes
angd houses |8 no more, but the peaple
are coming back to find the May sun
#hining on the rulns and showing forth
the ravoges of a storm that has passed
on a little way and which now vexes
priest and villnger only with Its nolse,

Muelh mode lins been heard in Amor
lem of the destruction of the villages
of (lelglum than of those of France, |
had no eoneception of the ruln that bhad
been wrought by artillery and by fre
In this part of the French republie
which lles under the shadow of the Ap-
gonne forest and oot only within
gound but within range of some of the
heavy guns we they play hourly today
along the banks of the Aisne, the
Meuse and the Orne, 1 visited a dozen
paces other than those of which |
have written and the story of the deso-
lstion virtunlly Is the same. It s a
hard wight to look upon and a hard
astory 1o write, | tarn from the |ast
blackened pleture while the roar of
the distant puns réeminds me that
these seenes elsewhere, If fate so wills,
snnetad in all their horrag,

iy e e
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RANCH TRAGEDY
OF EARLY DAYS

Vietim Supposed to Have Been

Son of Rich Eastern
Man.

HE WAS TOO POPULAR

Treacherously Killed by lullrl‘ng
Foreman Whose Jealousy Was
Aroused—Bullets Removed
From His Revolver,

—

Watonga, Okla.~One part of norih.
western Oklahoma which s rich In
the myths of the cowboy days 18 the
land to the north of the Hagle Chlef.
Much of the oarly lore of romantic
nature hag beenelost, but thers are o
few old-timers who vividly remember
the trinle of ploneer lfe and of the
romances which, like the cattle, once
covered the valley of thie small
stream,

The mecca for the cowmen was
the frontier town of Caldwell, Kan,

One of the most famous ranches
along the Eagle Chief was the T-6,

Bvery ranch had [ta history, many
of them reading like fietlon more than
of the lfe which these big-hearted
men of the plains led. Of the T.§
this story will deal,

On a hill overlooking the valley of
the Eagle Chief {8 an almost forgot-
len grave.

Johnny Potts.

Within the grave lle the remains
of Johnny Potts, Where he came
from It Iy not known, but those who
were his friends belleved him to be
the son of a rich Hastern man,

One Ben Franklin was foreman on
the T-f ranch, Franklin boasted of
the many men that had fallen at the
point of his gun. Men who warked
under him must obey; they had to
work, for to be obstinate was like
playiog with powder over a fire,

About this time Johnny Potts ap-
peared on the T-6 asking for work,
Potts was unknown to them. He dis-
played slgns that he was well edu-
cated and had not been ralsed In the
rough cow camps of the West. His
work on the T6 was faultless

He soon became very popular with
the T-5 boys, which fact made for
him an everlasting enemy in the
person of Frankiin. Many times the
foreman wought a quarrel with Poits
either with the intentlon of killing
him or to have an excuse of getting

| 1‘91‘1"[1!? fl
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Was Covering the Foreman,

him discharged. The cowboys, know-
ing the dangerous nature of Franklin,
warned Potts to ba careful,

A fow wesks Inter Franklin met
Potts at & place in Caldwell, Frank-
lin started to draw his revolver but
before hls hand had hardly reached
the holster Pottd had drawn his re
volver und wag covering the foreman.

| Inatead of shooting Franklin he took

the gun, extracted the shells, handed

the gun back o Its owner and told

Franklin to go baek to the ranch and

milk the cows, Although frustrated

in his attempt on Potws' life, his

waunded pride demanded trevenge,
Vietim of Treachery.

About two weeks later n dance waa
held at the T-5 rmoch.  Girls from
Caldwell came as [Inviled guests,
While the dance was In full progress
i visitor at the ranch came to Potts
nsking him for the loan of hism re
volver 1o shoot a coyote that was
about to stampede the horses. The
revolver was returned to the owner
woon afterward. Polts did not ex
amine the gun to see whether or pot
the other shelln had been exploded
Later In the evening Franklln and
Polta met. The former starled a
quarrel. Franklin drew his gun but
before he could fire Pous' revolver
wnipped twice in the faco of the fore
man. Franklin fired and Potts fell
dend. Someons had extructed the
shells from his gun,

Franklin later escapod [from
dance hall and drifted to Montana.

Potta' body lHes today on the hills
top overlooking the silent stréam of
the Eagle Chiel

His grave is unmarked

the

Must Get Broth Elsevhare.
Astaria, N, Y.—Because Jolhin J, Wik
pon made such & foss about his wife's
fuability to make Scoteh broth and
Booteh atew, Mrs. Wilson has been
granted a vear's separation from him.

PASTURES TO SUSTAIN EVEN MILK FLOW

Fleld of Red Top and Timothy at New Jersey Experiment Station.

(By W. M, KBLLY.)

The time when dalry cattle can be
turned out In the summer to shift for
themselves has pussed, Under the best
conditions, the abundance of pasture
grags In cortaln to decrease after the
middla of July, and Ita quality also de-
teriorntes.

To sustain an even flow of milk we
must be propared to supply additional
food. A milk flow, allowed to decrense
nt this time, cannol be fully regained
untll the cow again freshens,

The cow that is glving milk, and
the growing helfer, suffer a severe
shock, from which they are slow to
recover If compelled to fight Nes and
exist on semistarvation rations, In a
droughtstricken pasture,

Many dairy farmors make the mis-
take of sllowing the cows to shrink ln
thelr flow of milk, before beglnning to
feed the aupplemental feeds.

Supplying these as soon as the pas-
ture begins to fall, maken the change
more gradual and insures an even,
steady thrift of the cows, which s so
ensential to sustaining a Inrge flow of
milk,

Another very common mistake made
by many dairy farmers ls that of feed.
Ing a heavy grain ration to the cows
when & bare pasture in their sole sup-
ply of rough food. Such roughage Ia
nelther palatable nor abundant enough
to produce good rosulte.

On the modern dalry farm where
corn, clover and alfalfa thrive, It Is
unnecessary to plan an extensive and
complicated aystem of forage crops to
supplement the pastures.

The supply may be obtained by hold-
Ing over eniflagesor by cutting clover
and alfalfs, and feeding them green
In Hberal quantiting

Oatn, pean, rye, barley and various
other crops, may be specially grown
for summer feeds, but pnone of these
crops will yleid as much food as corn,
clover, mifalfa und onta and peas that
are ralsed In the regular crop rota.
tion.

The only real advaniage of grow-
ing the former feeds lles In the fiet
that they may be sometimes rilsod on
land not usad for growing the crops
In the regular rotation,

I believe it is genorally unwize to
pructice a  complleated wystem of
growing cnteh orops, when it s pos-
#ibla to oblain equally good results
from the greed feed suppliod by the
regular fleld crops,

In actual practice | huve depended

chiefly upon eorn, anta and clover and |

peas for solling purposes durlng the
summar, harvesting as much of each
orop green ms was necessary to bal
ance up the "defliclency of pusture
grass.

The corn enailage has the advantage
of belng at hand in case the drought
comes unusually early In the season,
when It Is difficult to get solling crops
to growing Heavily enough. Corn is
both the best grain and solling crop.

Thins fact has boen & stumbling block
to many farmers. In trylng to save
graln and ensllage for winter feoding
they have allowed many dollars to
wlip through thelr hands by under
feeding in the summer,

The same holls good when clover
and alfalfa wre saved for hay, when
the cattle are suffering for succulent
food: In no way can we reallse
greater fecding value from these crope
than by cutting and feeding them
greon.

It Is the helght of folly to save
clover and alfalfa for bay and allow
it to lowo feoding value from rain and
hont before feoeding IL to the cows, M
they are sulfering In & parched pas
ture for want of this kind of food.

It is common to see & herd of dalry
cattle in the late summer stamping
dust from & dried-up pasture, fighting
flies, and vainly endeavoring to hreak
through a fence which holds them oug
of a luxuriant fleld of corn that
flaunts its prodiglous wealth of dark
green follage before them.

It In & penny wise and pound foollab
polley to allow cows to fall away In
the milk yield and condition, when &
few rows of rankly growing corp
would keep them In good condition.

It is true that when corn i out
green It has less feeding value tham
when It {s mature, but the ripened
stalk and lvaven are largely wastod as
much of the crap In harvested.

When cut und fed green there is
scarcely any waste, for the whole
stalk, leaves and grain are eaten,

While corn in its roasting-ear siage
has lesa total nourishment than the
whole plant when matured, yot when
cut at this time it will actually give
bettor resulis than when husked from
the standing stalk and fod later after
the eattle have fallen away in thelr
milk yleld and flesh condition

More than one-half of the rundown
condition of dairy cattle during the
winter can bo traced to a decline in
conditlon before they go into winter
auartera in the full

T0 OBTAIN A G0OD
STAND OF CLOVER

Crop Will Not Succeed on Poorly
Drained Soil—Lack of Fer-
tility Reduces Yield.

Observatlons Indieats (hat fallire
lo oblain a succersful stand of clover
s dus to a numbor of different causon,
any one or any combination of which
muy react very unfavorably to s
growth. Tha primary causos of elover
fallure appear to be due to depletion
of the humus content of the woll and
soll “ncldity. Clover will not succeed
on poorly dralned soll  lack of fer
ity reduces the yleld in some see-
tions. In the spring graln sections
thet nurse crop should be seeded from
one-hulf to twodhirds the ceunl rate.

When a full seeding of the nurse
crop 8 made, and this s espocinlly
true of opats, the greator portion of
the soll molsture fs unéd by the graln,
The clover plants thus bocome weak-
ened and when the grain is eut they
are killed by the hot sun befors they
have time to recover

Algike clover does well on soll
which will no longer grow red clover,
and where molsture s suMeoient it In
recommended that alsike be planted.
Sweet clover or soy beans are very
good soll renovatars, and they may re-
place red clover In the rotationn until
the soll I8 in wuch condition that red
clover will suceeed

Tast Seed Grain.

The busineis farmer of today tests
hin mecd graln. In farming, as In
every othar business, clementa of
chanes are balng removed as fully as
ponsible,

Appetite for Mutton,

One thing which opposes the de-
velopment of sn appetite for mutton
Is our lgrorance of the hopl meth-
ods o cooYing L

AUBUST SEEDING IS
BEST FOR ALFALFA

Result of Experiments Made by
Virginia Experiment Sta-
tion—Seed It Alone.

A report has been received by the
department of agriculture of the re
sults af oxperiments made by the Vir
ginia statlon, In cooperntion with the
department, with alfalfa. The repord
whows that August weoding 1a prefen
able to spring seeding, Liming Is wan-
ally necwsinry, evon on limetona solls.
Acid phosphate and basie slag have
glven the most mnrked resyits on al
falta of uny commereisl fertilizor, on
peclally when used In connection with
u liberal applleation of stable manure.

At Williamabure, In tide water, 8
plat weedod In September and fertd:
lived with 10 tans of manure and 400
pounds acld phosphate por ncre vield.
ed at the rate of wix tons per acre in
the following year, as agalnet two
tons 3668 pounds without fertiliners,

At Blaunton, In the Shenandoah valk
ley, alfalfa fertilized with 15 tona of
stable manure, alons Yielded aix tons
PEF mere in 1017 and 214 tons the first
cutting In 1914, The uee of Inoeulat
Ing soll in utrongly recommended over
rRny other mothod. Pyre cultures are
& less dosivable, but practicabls sub
stitute,

Tha experionts on rates of seed
Ing, using from 10 (0 20 pounds per
Rore, guve vory littla difference be
tweon light and heavy soedings. On
n good seedbod 15 pounds should be
sifiolent. A comparison of alfalfn
randed alone with alfalse sveded with
other grasses or clovers Indlentes that
It In the bent to soed It alone,

" Weaning Young Piga.

Plgs can be woaned without eheock
!? Rrowth, but not on corn and water,
ey must have good, rich proteln
slop and o moderate amount of sorm.




