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In & Callfornia valley an old man, cpe

of the few survivors of o worid-wide
plague 1hat has  destroyed elvilisation,
tells the story of the Bearlet Plague to
hia grandsona.

CHAPTER 1—Continued.

The boys were overwhelmed with de-
light at sight of the tears of senile dis-
appolntment that dribbled down the
old man's cheeks. Then, unnoticed,
Hoo-Hoo repluced the empty shell with
a fresh cooked crab. Already dismem.
bered from the cracked legs the white
ment sent forth a amail cloud of sav-
ory steam This attracted the old
man's nostrils, and he looked down in
amarement. The change f his mood
to one of Joy was Immediate. He
snuflled and muttered and mumbled,
making almost 1 croon of delight, ns
he began to out. Of this the boys took
little notice, for It was an accustomed
spectacle. Nor did they notlee his oo
caslonal exclamations and utterances
of phrases which meant nothing to
them, as, for lanstance, when he
wmacked his lipa and champed his
gums while muttering: “Mayonnaise!
Just think—mayonnaise! And it's sixty
years since the lagt was ever made!
Two generations and never a smell of
ft! Why, In those days It was served
in every reataurant with crab.’

When he could eat no more, the old
man sighed, wiped his hands on his
nakod logn, n-d gazed out over the sea
With the cortent of a full stomach, he
waxed reminlscent.

“To think of It! I've seen this beach
alive with men, women and children
on a pleasant Sunday. And there
weren't any bears to eat them up,
either. And right up there on the clift
was n big restaurant where you could
et unything you wanted to eat. Four
milllon people Hyed In San Pranclsco
then. And now, In the whole city and
county there aren‘t forty all told, And
out there on the sen were ships and
ehips ulways to be seen, going In for
the Golden Gate or coming out. And
alrships in the sir—dirligibles and fy-
Ing machines. They could travel two
hundied miles an hour, Mall contracts
with the New York and San Francisco
Limited demanded that for the minl
mum. There was & chap, a Frensh.
man, | forget his name, who succeeded
In making three hundred: but the thing
was too risky for conservative per-
sons.  But he wae on the right clue,
und he would have managed 1t if it
hadn't beon for the great plaguo,
When | was a boy there were men who
remembered the coming of the first
Adroplanes, and now 1 have lived to
fée the ias! of them, aund that sixty
yoars ago."

“Hut there weren't many orabs in |
those days,” the old man wandered on. |

"They were Nshed out, and they were
great delieacles. The open senson was
only a month lang, too. And now
erabg are accessible the whole year
around. Thi k of it—catching all the

crabs you want, any time you want, in

the surf of the CUM house beach!"

A sudden commotion among the
goats brought the boys to their foet.
The doge nbout the fire rusheu to join
thelr snarling fellow who guarded the
gouts, while the goats themselves
stampeded in the direction of thelr
human protectors. A half dozen forms,
lean and gray, glided about on the
sand hillocks or faced the bristling
dogs. Edwin arched an arrow that
fell short. But Hare-Lip, with a sling,
such ns Duvid ecarrled Into battle
wgninet Golirth, hurled a stone through
the alr that whistled from the speed of
its flight It fell squarely among the
wolves and caused thom to slink away
toward the dark depths of the eucalyp
tus forest

The boys laughed and Iny
aguln In the sand, while Granser
slghed ponderously. He had eaten too
much, and with hands clasped on his
paunch, the NOongers Interlaced, he re-
sumed his maunderings

“"The Neeting syvstems lapse like
foam'" he mumbled what was evi-
dently a quotation. "That's It—foam,
and fNecting. All man's toll upon the
planet was just o much foam. He
dJomesticnted the serviceable anlmals,
Jestroyed the hostlle cnes, and cleared
the land of its wild vegetation. And
then he paused, the food of primordial
life rolled back again, sweeping his
bandiwork av:iv—the weeds and the
forest inundated his felds, tne bhensts
of prey swept over his flocks, and now
there are wolves on the CHE house
beach.” He was appalled by the
thought. "Where four milllon people
disported themselves, the wild wolves
roam today, and the savage progeny of
our Jolns, with prehistoric weapons,
defend thems:ilves against tne fanged
despollers. Think of it! And all be-
cause of the Scarlet Death—"

The adjective had caught Hare-Lip's

“He's always saying that,” ho said to

Bdwin, “Whal s scarjet?

““The scariet of the maples can

shakes me lke the cry of bugles golng
' ghe old man quoted.

red.” Bdwin aniwered the

“And you dou't knuw It be

from the Chauffeur

pever did know nothing,

down

none of them. Scarlet 18 red—I know
that.”

“Red Is red, aln’t It?" HareLlp
grumbled. “Then what's the good of
geottin' cocky and calling it scarlet?"”

“Red is not the right word,” was the
reply. "The plague was searlet. The
whole face cnd body turned scarlet in
an hour's time. Don't I know? Didn't
I see enough of 1t? And | am telling
you it was scarlet because—well, be-
cause It was scarlet. There is no other
word for it."

"Red Is good enough for me,” Hare
Lip muttered obstinately. “My dad
calls ved red, and he ought to know.
He sayn overybody died of the Red
Death."

“Your dad is a common fellow, de
scended from a common fellow,” Gran-
ser retorted heatedly, “Don’t 1 know
the beginnings of the Chauffeurs?
Your grandsire was a chauffeur, a
servant, and without education. He
worked for other persons. Hul your
grandmother was of good stock, only
the children did not take after her.
Don't 1 remember when I firsl met
them, catehing flsh at Lake Temes.
cal?™

“What s education?” Edwin ssked.

“Calling red seariet,” Hare-Lip
sneered, then returned to the attack
on Granser, "My dad told me, an'
ho got 1t from his dad afore he
croaked, that your wife was u Santa
Rosan, an' that she was sure no ac
count. He said she was & hash-sling
er before the Red Death, though I
don't know what a hash-slinger |Is,
You can tell me, Bdwin.”

But Bdwin shook his head in token
of Ignorance,

“It Is true, she was a waltress,”
Granser acknowledged. "But she was
a good woman, and your mother was
her daughter. Women were very
fearce In the daye after the Plague.
She was the only wife 1 could find,
even If she was a hash-alinger, as
your father calls it. Put it is not nlee
to talk about our progenitors that
way."

“Dad says that the wife of the first
chnuffeur was a Indy-—"'
“What's a Iady?
manded,

A Indy's a chauffeur squaw,” was
the quick reply of HareLip.

[ "“The first chauffeur was Bill, a
common fellow, as 1 sald before,” the
old man expounded: “but his wife
jwnn n lady, a great lady. Refore the

Hoo-Hon  de-

Hare-Lip With a Sling Hurled a Stone
Through the Alr That Whistled
From the Speed of Ita Flight.

Scarlet Death she was the wi'™» of
Van Warden. He was president of
the board of Industrial magnates, and
was one of the dogen men who ruled
Americn. e was worth one billion,
elght hundred milllons of dollars—
colna llke you hmave there in your
ipouch, Edwin. And then came the
Scarlet Death, and his wife became
the wife of Bl the Arst chauffeur,
He used to beat her, too. 1 have seen
it myself.”

Hoo-Hoo, lylng on his stomach and
Idly digging his toes In the sand, cried
out and Investigated, first, hin toe-
nall, and, next, the small hole he had
dug. The other two boys joined him,
excavating the sand rapldly with
their hands till there lay three skele
tons axposed. Two were adults, the
third being that of & part-grown child,

The old man nudged along on the
ground and peered at the fnd.

“Plague victims,” he announced,
“That's the way they dled every-
where In the Iast days. This mum
have beem & family, running away
from the contaglon and perishing
here on the Clf bouse beach. They
—what are you dolng, BEdwinT™

“Going to string 'em,”
Bpone.

The three boys were now
it; and quite a knocking and ham-
mering arose, in which Granser bab-
bled on unnoticed, -

“You are true savages, Already
han begun the custom of wearing hu-
man  teeth. In another generation
You will be perforatisg your nones
aod ears and wearing ornaments of
bone and shall. I kmow. The human
| race Is doomed to sink back—farther
(and farther Into the primitive night
| ere again it begins its bloody climb
upward to clvillzatton. When we in-
crease and feel the lack of room, we
shall proceed to kill one another,
And then 1 suppose, you will wear
human scalp locks at your walst, as
well—as you, Edwin, who are the
gentlest of my grandsons, have al.
ready begun with that vile pigtail.
Throw it away, Edwin, boy; throw it
away."

“What a gabble the old geeser
makes," HareLip remarked, when,
the teeth all extracted, they began an
attempt at equal divislon.

They were very quick and abrupt in
thelr actlons, and thelr speech, In mo-
menta of hot disoussion over the al-
lotment of the choleer teath, was
truly a gabble. They spoke In mono-
syllables and short, jerky sentences
that were more an gibberish than a
Innguage, And yet, through it ran
hinta of grammatical construction,
and appeared vestiges of the conjuga-
tlon of soma superior culture. . Even
the speech of Granser was so corrupt
that were It put down literally It
would be almost so much nonsense to
the render. This, however, wan when
he talked with the boys. “When he
got into the full swing of babbling to
himself, it slowly purged iteelf into
pure English. The sentenc-+ grew
longer and were enuncinted with a
rhythm and ease that were reminis
cent of the lectura platform.

“Tell us about the Red Death, Gran-
ser,” HareLip demanded, when the
teeth affalr had been satisfactorlly
concluded.

“The Searlet Death”
rectad.

"An' don’t work all that funny lingo
on us,” HareLip went on. “Talk sen-
sible, Granser, ke a Santa Rosan
ought to talk. Other Sauts Rosans
don't talk ke you."

The old man showed pleasure In
being thus called upon. He cleared
his throat and began:

“Twenty or thirty years ago my
story was In great demand. But In
these days nobody seems Interest
ed_l!

"“There you go!" HareLlp cried
hotly, "Cut out the funny wtuff and
tnlk  sensible, What's Interes
You talk like a haby that don't know
how,"

“Let him alone,” Edwin urged, “or
he'll get mad and won't talk st all
Skip the funny places. Wa'll catch
on to some of what he tells uws.”
“Let her go, Granser,” Hoo-Hoo en-
couraged; for the old man was al-
ready maundering about the disre
speect for elders and the reversion to
cruelty of all humang that fall from
high culture to primitive canditions.

Edwin ecor

CHAPTER I1.
The Beginning of the End.
The tale began,
“There were very many people In
the world In those days, San Fran.
clseo nlone held four milllons—"

“What Is milllons?" Edwin Intes
rupted.

Oranser looked nt him kindly.

“1 know you cannot count beyond
ten, 8o 1 will tell you. Hold up your
two hands. On both of them you have
nitogether ten fingers and thumbs.
Very well. 1 now take this grain of
sand—you hold It, Hoo-Hoo."” e
dropped the grain of sand Into the
Ind's palm and went on: “Now that
grain of sand stands for the
Angers of Edwin,
grain,

ten

until 1 have added as many grains
ns FEdwin has Angers and thumbs,
That makes what T call one hundred,
Remember that word—one hundrod.
Now [ put this pebble In HareLlip's
hand. It stands for ten graine of
tand, of ten tens of fingers, or one
hundred fingers. 1 put this pebble in
HareLip's hand. Tt stands for ten
grains, Take a mussel shell, and it
stands for ten pebbles, or one hun-
dred grains of sand, or one thousand
fingers. o

And so on, laboriously, and with
much reiteration, he strove to bulld
up in thelr minds a erude conception
of numbers. As the quantities in.
creased, he had the boys holding dif-
ferent magnituder i oach of thelr
hands. For still higher sums, he Iald
the symbols on the log of driftwood;
and for symbols he was hard put, be
ing compelled to use the testh from
the skull for milllons, and the crab
shells for billlons. It was here that
he stopped, for the boys were show-
ing wigne of becoming tired,

“There were four million peaple in
San Francisco—four teeth.”

The boys' eyes ranged along from
the testh and from hand to hand,
down through the pebbles and sand
graine to Edwin's fingers. And back
again they ranged along the ascend-
Ing meries In the effort to grasp such
inconceiygpble numbers,

That u lot of folks, Granaer,”
BEdwin at last hazarded.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

A romance begins with a man try-
ing to capturs a woman, It ends with
& woman (rylng to recapture & man.

ON GUARD AT THE CROSSING

Bnapshot Taken of Flagman on the Chicage, Milwaukes and 8t. Paul Rail

road.

NEW SIGNAL SYSTEM

EXPERIMENT OF MUCH INTEREST
IN PROGRESS.

May Result In Complete Change of
Existing Methods for the Protec-
tion of Rallroad Passengers
and Employees of Lines.

Here's where the saying about the
prophet who is not without honor ex-
cept in his own country will probably
fit in pretty well. Though you may
not know it,,the eyes of the rallroad
experts of New York are fised with in-
terest upon dally reports concerninga
series of experiments which are being
conducted on twenty miles of the
track of the Clncinnati Southern rail-
rond, between Erlanger and Willlams-
town, the New York correspondent of
the Cincinnati Times-Star writes, Up-
on this section of line a signal system
is In use which may revolutionize the
whole method of traln coatrol and
which, according to the claims of the
inventor, will remove collisions, de-
rallments and other usual causes of
raliroad disaster from the fleld of pos-
sibility, The Inventor of the system
is & young man named Julian, who is
a protego of Col. J, E. Beggs of Peoria,
11, and the name of the Jullan-Beggs
signal system has been given the
method, Colonel Beggs, who knows
nothing of raflroading and less of elec-

I ndd nanother |
That's ten more fingers. And |
1 add another, another, and another, |

trical [nvention, has advanced the
money for its development, which, ns
yet, has not passed the stage of com-
prehiennive exporiment.

Colonel Begge, who was at the Me-
Alpin this week, said that the resuit
of experiments so far justifies the be-
llef that & train dispatcher or other
official may, an the inventor claims, sit
In his oMce and control the specd and
movaments of all the trains in a sec
tion. The automatic and electrical
control Is so complete that the engi
neer cannol disobey orders even If he
triea, If he attempts to run into n
block where another train s standing
his engine will "go dead” under him
and a red lamp will flash the signal of
danger in the engine cab, When It is
eafe for him to proceed m white light
will give the signal of safety and the
power of the engine will be automatic-
ally restored. If he runa too close to
A moving train the spoed of the engine
will be brought down, automatically,
to fifteen miles an hoor or less, and a
yallow light will show, meaning "cau
tion." If his train approaches a bro-
ken rall or an open switch the danger
signal will show and the train will be
automatically siopped. If the engineer
attempts to run faster than the maxi-
mum speed permitted under the oper-

ating rules of the road the power of |
the engine will he thrown off auto- |

matically—and thrown on again as
soon as the speed Is reduced to a per
missible llmit.
dinary results are atiained, It Is
clalmed, by & complex but faultless
system of electrical controls, commu-
nication with the moving traln being
gained by a very shori third rall sec-
tion at the sntrance of each block.

A detalled description of the method
of operation |s being prepared for pub-
Ilteation in the technical journals, but,
meanwhile, the speed control feature
of the system (s In practieal and con-
stant use on Aftytwo dining cars of
the Southern railway. As this road
contains many curves the guests In
dining cars have been subjected to dis-
comfort, frequently, owing to an am-
bitious engineer's excessive speed.
When one of the speed controlled
diners is attached to a train now the

control device.

Large Locomotive Order.

The Chicago & North-Western rail-
road Is to spend §1,500,000 for motive
power to be deliverad by September
1. It has sent out Inquiries for 26
freight Mikados, 12 passenger, and
28 wwitch and tranafer engines.

The Omaha asks bids for tem M-
kado freight and (wo passenger en-
gines. It also has 31,000 tons of ralls
to be deliverad by April 1. for the
North-Western, and has 10,000 tons
for the Omahs ordered last fall

Extond Spanish Lines.

A great number of short rallways
are in the course of construction In
8pain. These will act an feoders to |
the main lines |

WHEN LINES ARE PR(ISPEHOUS

Means a Time of General Welfare for
Practically All Sections of the
Community.

For years | have tried to lmpress
upon my readers the fast that the
prosperity of the railroads meant the
prosperity of the whole country, Jas-
per writes in Lealle’'n. 1 was struck by
the extraordinary statement made,
some time ago, by & leading railroad
official to the effect that If the rall-
roads were prosperous they would
spend o billion dollars & year for flve
continuous years because of the need
of replacemonts, repalrs and exton-
slons,

Bee how correct this statement real-
Iy Is. The railroads suddenly have
found themselves crowded witih ousl-
ness. The sharp cut in expsnses they
woere compelled to make while earn-
ings were declining has placed them
where overy penny counts and, as &
result, thelr increased buslness s re-
flected in increased profits, Now what
are they doing with the frst money
they earn? They are puiting it into
squipment.

Bince the first of the new year the
rallroads have ordered 12,300 frelght
cars, againat only 2,600 during Janu-
ary of 1915, and they are now nego-
tiating for 10,000 more cars. The
Pullman company has just taken back
1,000 of its former employees, laid off
because of the lnck of orders. This
brings the Pullman employees up
again to more than 9,000

All over this country the ralironds
that are making money are spending It
among tholr milllon employeps, and
these employees are spending the
wages In the stores and the stores are
ordering goods from the factories and
th® factories are buylng supplios of
raw products from the wool growers
and cotton ralsers, so that everybody
{8 benefited when the rallroads are
proaperous.

SAFETY ON BRITISH LINES

Companies Gpend Much Money for the
Protection of Thelr Passengers
and Employees.

With spocial trains running cas
ually to distant stations outside the
sphere of the men's acquaintance, or
on to some portion of another com-
pany's syatem, il in & custom to pro-
vide & second driver belonging to the
vicinity to act as conductor, and to
take charge for the time being. This
meothod I8 also followed—until the
tralnmen become capable of golng
alone—when one company obtaine reg-

All of these extraor- |

engineet cannot “pull” his train faster
than the maximum permitted by the

ular running powers over s section
of line belonging to a nelghboring one.
In onses of the latter kind consider
able expense Ian Incurred, as A num-
ber of men have necessarily to be
tutorad.

At & depot the ordinary train work-
Ings are arranged In classen as “ex-
press passcnger,” “slow passenger.”
“oxpress goods,” and so on, and the
drivers and their matos are appor
tioned to them according 1o thelr serv:
itude and qualifications. The men
of ench grade form what Is termed a
“link,"” and work round In succeasion
on the different weekly turns of their
claas,

During thelr careers some of the
boat of the mon become conversant
with considerable lengtha of the line
and & vast number of signals, and, on
this account alone, are valuable assets
to thelr employars,

Drivera are enjoined to run with
'fudgment and care, and are partiow
larly cautioned to do so when travel
ing down steep gradients or through
busy junctions, and that this s ob
served In an unparalieled dogroe the
universslly acknowledged fact that
our rallways atill offer the safest mo
dium of travel, it must in justice be
aliowed, amply testiflos—Loundon Tit
Bita,

Italian State Raliways.

The rolling stock of the lalian
state rallwayr at the close of the s
cal year 1912, Imcluded 4971 wstoam
locomotives, 50 electric locowmotives,
10,037 passenger coaches, 92987
freight cars, 3,471 buggage and postal
cars and 2,308 work and repair cars,

Electrical Power Bost.

The change to electric power on
Sweden's most northerly rallroad In
the world has increased the (ram ca
pacity 40 per cent, and the speed [0
par cent over steam operstion.

And Good Demand for Al Farm
Products,

It is no new experience for sattlors
located in & fertlle country such as
Westorn Canads, where lands may be
bought at very reasopable prices, to
harvest a crop that In one season
the entire cost of thelr farm, Undg
adly this was the experience of many
tarmers during 1915, but cne Instance
may be quoted, A settler who came
to Canada from the United States
SOme Years ago decided to ndd to his
holdings by buying an adjoining quar-
ter section near his home at Warner,
at $20.00 an acre, with terms spread
over a period of years. He got the
land Into a good state of cultivation
and last spring put the whole quarter
section in wheat. When tha erop was
threshed he found that it only took
balf the wheat on the farm to pay the
whole purchase price of it; in short
s single year's crop pald the cost of
the land, paid all the expenses of op-
eration and left him & handsome sur-
plus as profit. This settler had some
adjolning Iand, and his whole wheat
crop for the season amounted to
over 18,000 bushels. He Iz now plan-
ning to obtain some sheep and invest
his profits in live stock which will as-
sure him a good living Irrespective of
what the season may happen to be,

Canada's financial position s ex-
cellent. All speculation has been elim.
{nated, and trading is done on & cash
basis, with restricted credit.

Detalled figures of Canada's trade
for twelve months ending October 81
show how the war s forcing Canadian
trade Into new channels. One of the
most extraordinary changes is In com-
merce with the United States. A
couple of years ago Canada imported
from the United States two or three
bundred million dollars’ worth of
goods more than she expurted. The
balance of trade was all with the
United States. The balance s rapid-
ly disappearing, and the present out-
look s that by the end of this year
Canada will have exported to the
United States more than she has fm-
ported.

The fNgures for the past four years
ars lluminating. They are an fok
lows:

Exports,
$145,721 850
wneenes 170,000,708
1014 ....00. BI0408.408 421,074,528
1916 ....v000 BLA118.974 346,660,024

Four years ago, In 1912, the balance
of trade m favor of the United
States wan no less than two hundred
and sixtyseven millions, and this
vear, the balance is reduced to only
thirty-two millions. The figures are
extraordinary and reflect the changed
and new conditions In Canada. It
looks as if for the first time (n nearly
half a century this year Canada will
sell more to the United States than
she will buy from the Americans—
Advertisement

Imports.
$412,867,022
442,341 840

Knew the Drama, Too.

Father, In the hall, has bean stand-
Ing for an hour while Milllcont and
Harold bid each other good night In
the doorway.

"Parting.” quoth Harold, “is such
nweel worrow that 1 could say good
night til—"

At this speech father gets s Shake
apearean ingpieation of his own and
tramps down the siairs.

"Seems to me," he ansertod, 'there
Is too much adieyw about nothing
here."—Philndelphia Lodger,

(MPORTANT THAT PUBLIC SHOULD
KNOW ABOUT GREAT
KIONEY REMEDY

The testimoninl 1 am to give you
pomes unsolicited, [ have been
ng from lum for ten years and st
‘.lh.:' was unable to stand erect, Anm
n of this city, saw me in my
tien (hent over) and inquired the e
1 told him that I had the lumbago.
replied, “'I1 you get what I tell you to
you need not have it 1 sabd |
take anything for ease. He sald, “You
two bottles of Dr, Kilmer's Swa
oot_and take it, and if it does not
rd7 0. K. 1 will for the medicine
el 1 did so0 and am a man,
five monthe 1 have been as woll as co
o Bnlont 1 1?’:& r E:’mu llnoth ‘g
conslan and  mnight,
r; loo Ii{i-;udvu-tld lml“.lt
me most important that
should be made familiar with tbh”
ment as it s the one I know
an absolute cure. [ owe a great
. Kilmer's Swamp-Root, and
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