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A CARD PROM BISHOP SCANIdOf

I feel it my duty to protect Catholics-

and the public generally from fraud
and Imposition by notifying them from

time to time that no person bearing the
name and garb of a priest or sister or

anyone else is authorized or permitted
4

to solicit or collect in this diocese for
any purpose whatever connected with

the Catholic church without having
from me permission in writing bearing-

my seal and signature Should anyone
be found engaged In doing this unlaw ¬

ful work of collecting without such a
document he or she as the case may
be should be regarded by all as a fraud
and an imposter L SCANLAN

Bishop of Salt Lake
Nov 20 1899

The man Murphy who killed a
French editor last Saturday for car¬
icaturing Queen Victoria will probably
soon be knightedthe thing usually
hfippens to proBritish Irish
7

U

And so the escape of young Lord
Randolph Churchill was not so heroic
after all It seems the Rpm govern
ment had signed papers for Churchills
release some time before his theatrical
escape Otherwise it would be safe to
hold that Churchill would still be an
inmate of the Pretoria race course

J

THE NEW YEAR

The New Year suggests the turning
over of a new leaf If the account of

i the past is against us let us strive to
turn the balance in our favor Theres ¬

olution for this year should be for the
I5ad to become good for the good to be ¬

come better In the spiritual life not to
advance is to go back Each day should
find a man farther on his way to
heaven This progress however must
be the work of grace for of ourselves
we can do nothing If then we wish-

to improve we must pray and fait
fully use all the mearisfor improve-

ment

¬

whioh the church furnishes
j

Prayer is necessary at all times but
the earnest Christian will never let
morning or evening pass without a

ii tribute of lowly homage to his Maker
Many aCatholic who as a boy neverf
omitted his morning or evening prayers I

now that he iaman will scarcely
bloss himself before or after his rest
If iwas a good helpful thing for the

r boy surely it has not ceased tobe good
I

and helpful for the man nay it should-

be
j

even more necessary in view of the

trials and dangers of manhood
Necessary most necessary to Chris-

tian
¬

perfection is the constant devout
f frequentation of the sacraments The

sacraments have been instituted by

I Christ athe channels of grace They-

are the ordinary sources of divine
power and it is through them the
strength thatman lives in comes To
receive them with profit there must be

due preparation The many who ap-

proach
¬

them must approach with
fear and trembling that they may be I

I
I

come useful to the interests of his soulI will render this approach all the
1 more profitable If the mind keep full

of the thought that there is but one
L thing necessary that if a man gains the

whole world and loses his soul he loses
everything Very little reflection will
satisfy a man of this reatgtruthiwpjEBj
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A TALK WITH OUR SUBSCRIBERS

The Intermountain Catholic would
have a word with its subscribers and
the Catholics of the intermountain
country generally The Catholic family
paper is the subject of our theme on
the occasion of the new year

We feel confident that our subscrib-
ers

¬

wUagree that the promises made
by the promoters of The Intermountain
Catholic are being fulfilled The plans
for the coming year are such ato war¬

rant us in our readers a sat-

isfactory
¬promIsing

In this connection we would call es-

pecial
¬

attention to the fat that there
is a wide difference In many ways
between a paper printed in New York
which treats only of general subjects

1nd atones offiction but at the Shme
time utterly devoid of local news and-
a paper like The Intermountain Cath-
olic

¬

which prints all of the news of in ¬

terest to Catholics in the intermountain
country The Intermountain Catholic
is publi p paicularly for Catholics<of the in rmoWtain country and to
them i shojild in an especial manner
appeal tor support

At the outset 1 Is well to state that

the management of this paper seeks
support on the ground of merit alone
We have no particular inducements to
offer other than the worth of the paper
No effort will be made to force a cir-

culation
¬

which the merits and worth
of the journal will not sustain The
management of The Intermbuntain
Catholic has in mind only the deve-
lopment

¬

of a Catholic journal for the
Catholic home but particularly for the
Catholic home in this western country

All matters affecting Catholic life in
the west will find place in its columns
while in addition no Catholic newS of
general interest will be overlooked
The price of The Intermountain Catho ¬

lie is 2 per year payable in advance
We have no inducements to offer

aside from the paper itself We can ¬

not furnish the paper thirteen weeks
for anickel nor can we give to each
subscriber asewing machine a watch-
or a house and lot

We take it for granted that every
Catholic family in the West desires a
Catholic paper and therefore we be¬

lieve the best Catholic paper for them
is the one most intimately connected
with their social material and religious-

life

I is the spirit of the Church that
every Catholic family should subscribe
to aCatholic paper The Father of the
Baltimore Council most emphatically
recommended to heads of familiesthe
that they subscribe for one or more
Catholic papers inorder that they
themselves and their children may

have untainted < profitable reading
mater

The Bishops and Priests individually
have for years been making every ef¬

fort to gain the much desired end

Thehave often at their own expense

Issue journals and very often at a
great loss kept them in existence for
years in hopes that the people would at
lat awaken to asense of their duty
Ho woften they waited in vain and
in despair aloetheir journals to go

into the newspaper grave is sad to
relate

The history of Catholic journalism in

America Is not one to make Catholics
proud Why it should be so is due to
the apathy of Catholics more than to
anything else Catholic journalists hold
the highest places among members of
the public press they are sought for-

b leading journals and their success
is gratifying These same brilliant men
and ready writers have tried time and
again t give our people the benefit-

of their talents1 have edited Catholic
papers with more ability than they lav-

ished

¬

on the secular press and strange-
to say they failed nearly in every in-

stance
¬

The fault is therefore withnot
Catholic writers Who then is to
blame i Catholic journals appear and

disappear like the flowers of summe-
rIt certainly belongs to the people who
because a paper isCatholic think iI is not worth reading They say when-

asccd to subscribe for a Catholic pa

er 4 h 1 is no good there is
DO mu h religion in i and it contains
o jteetng new-

sIhse people expect to find in iarjaconl of horrible murders cowardly

suicides abominable outrages unholy

divorces and the stor of filth un ¬

earthed in public courts they will be
disappointed there w11 be no news
for them

The greal majoriy of Catholics
heretofore have shown no pride in
their own press but have even been
the very ones to cry it down and dis ¬

courage It
This is all wrong for a Catholic pap-

er no matter how poor imay be is
better for Catholics than the best sec-

ular
¬

journals in the land They will
find in it a record of the progress their
religion 1Is making they may in it

red the glowing words of truth ut-

tered by their Bishops and Priests they
will find the sneers of their neighbors
resented the calumnies of their ene ¬

mies refuted and they will beeducated
to explain and defend their religion
a Catholic paper they can safely allow
their children to read for they will
therein meet descriptions ofnethersugarcoated witching induce-
ments

¬

to evil
The Catholic parent who does not

himself read Catholic pap rand will
not put them in the hands of his chil-

dren
¬

is before God guilty of grave
neglect i
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The last of theyear nineteenth century will be ever remembered as one
that brought get special blessings to the Church in Utah Among these
not the least in power and farreaching influence was the birth of The Inter
mourotain CatholIc Tvhtch although yet in it-

self ie waddling bands has made ¬

a welcome and almost aindispensable visitor t thousands of homes in
this and adjacent states

As the public Press when nronerlv employed and directed has in thisaand country a wonderful power for sood sThe Intermountain Catho-
lic

¬abefore it amost noble and sacred missionone in fact akin to thatgiven to the first Aoehteaching and promulgation of tine Gospel of
Truth and lorm the diffusion ot true knowledge light and ciVil ¬

zatl1 x
I have doubt thann The Intelmountain will discharge this high and

holy mission with honor toitself loyalty to Holy Church and edification to alAs our Holy Father Pope Leo XIII harepeatedly expressed himself on
the great power and influence of the Catholic press and on the duty of all
Catholics tsupport it sI very sincerely recommend The InterraountainCatholic to the clergy anti laity of the diocese and hope that both will give itthe full measure of their support and encouragement-

Many happy and prosperous New Years to The Intermountoin Catholic
L SCANLAN Bishop of SaltxLake

THE OLD YEAR

Before the next issue of The Inter-
mountain

¬

Cat olc appears the year
1899 shall have filled its allotted s-

Is closing is marked by cifcumstajices

i

that the great Prince of Peace must
look down upon in sadness of heart
Two of the worlds great nations na-

tions
¬

that profess to work for peace
enlightenment and civilization in man
kIndare engaged in wars at once ter¬

rible and aggressive yet which savors
strongly of selfaggrandizement and
conquest How sad to think that this
year should see Its close marked by
such a heartrending and bloody en ¬

vironment-
The one circumstance during the year

just closing that seemed to have some
hope for mankind was the Peace Con ¬

I gress at The Hague but alas
those promises have fallen short of fru ¬

ition and the year 1899 will go down in
history as one devoid of any especial
circumstance for the uplifting of the
human race

It may and probably will be contend-
ed

¬

that ultimately our war in the Phiippines will result in the uplifting of
humanity We sincerely trust that this
optimistic view will find fulfillment yet
we cannot but express the wish that
peaceful means were not utilized for
the attainment of the desired object
Farewell old year May God in His
goodness bring more benefits to the hu ¬
man race than now seem possible to
come from the works of men during
this present year of Our Lord

a

THE HEW YEAR PROWL A MA-
TERIAL

¬

POINT OF VIEW

From a material point of view the
incoming year is full of hope and
promise for a period of unexcelled
prosperity to the people of the United
States Even the troubles and vicis-
situdes

¬

that are besetng one of theoldest nations of the world would ap-pear ¬

to be accruing to the benefit ofthe United States For several years
in succession crops in abundance have
been garnered by the farmer the me¬

chanic finds employment at remuner-
ative

¬

wages and unskilled labor is far
Sort of the demand in all parts of thecountry Mills and factories of every
known description are overrun with
order so that all over the middle west I
the east New England and the south
prosperity is evident In the mining I

states new discoveries are stimulating
both capital and labor to such a degree
that men confidently look to the in ¬

coming year as marking awonderful-
era of industrial development and con ¬
sequent prosperity for all the people

4
WHY HE BECAME A CATHOLIC

The Hon Henry Dillon who was
formerly a prominent Denver Ilawyer
read a paper recently before theNew-
man

¬

club of California in which he
tells why he became a Catholic There
are many points of agreement between
his reasons and those given years ago
by his distngushe fellow statesman
HOI tt in his Path Which

Protestant Lawyer Into the
Catholic Church Judge Dillon says
From pulpit and platform I hnvpn

heard much of the Fatherhood of God
and the Brotherhood of Man I was
much inclined to the conviction that
both of them to be found in theirJrbest estate of the churches A
wider experience taught me different-
ly

¬

For a realization of that dream I
searched diligently and conscientiously
through Odd Fellowship Masonry the
Liberal League Uniaians and
kindred ethical soietes the god
of all these was not a Father He was-
a mere abstraction a first cause an
over soul a law not alawgiver As
for the Brotherhood of Man let those
who have searched for it through all
the secret benevolent societies and fra
ternal organizations tell me if they
have been more successful than I in
finding it I did not find i until I
searched the Catholic Church There-
I found the brotherhood kneeling side
by side upon the same hard floor There-
I found all sorts and conditions of men
all colors all nations blended by a
comaion faith in the same Heavenly
Father into auniversal brotherhood a
Catholic Church There all tongues
confess one Lord one faith one bap-

tism
¬

and in one universal language
praise Gods Holy Name

Judge Dillon before he became a
Catholic was zealous for political re ¬

form Experience here too taught

himthat all such reforms must begin
within men and proceed outwardly-
from the purified and honest heart of
the individual Like Diogenes he went
in quest of honest men or the forces
that could produce them Unconscious-
ly

¬

he bore in his hand during his search-
a lantern of Grace which lighted him
to the doors of the Church He Is very
positive in his assertion that that force
upon which the country largely relies
for the evolution of its ideal citizens is
not equal to the task imposed upon itEven the public school he says
cannot grow him the honest man

because it is forbidden by law tgrow
anything but a onesided man ahalf
man and that the worst half In this
reform the wisest of the Protestants
are with us Iis the parent whether
Catholic or Protestant not the statupon whom both the right and duty
rest My study and investigation led
me to prefer the Catholic CJhurch but I
sal be always glad textend the right
hand of fellowship to every parent of
every creed and creed who believes

In

ssit

with me in Christian education athereform of all and that GodN
less educationreor acorrupting public life
and filling our prisons with the bestblood of the land J
BISHOP POTTER

PINESITHPHI
Bishop Potter of the Episcopal dio ¬

cese of New York can find a far better
field for his missionary efforts among
the much many married ot his ultra-
fashionable diocese than he can ever
hope to find in the Philippines The
good bishop can cry Stop thief just
as much as he pleases but he will
throw dust in the eyes of no one nor
will he by pointing out alleged evils in
the monastic sYstem distract attention
from the horrible evils of divorce from
which he has run away

After spending about tenminutes in
Manila Bishop Potter cabled several
columns of an opinion to the New York
Herald as to the best method to deal
with the CommentingPhiPPine on
this well digested opinion one drawn
from the bishops vast experience be-
tween

¬

the going down of the sun and
the coming up thereof the Chicago
Tribune pointedio nhsorvesJ

What Bishop Potter of New York
calls his views about the Philippine
question have been cabled from
It Is evident that a man can Mania
and yet have nothin to say which
is worth saying The bishop announces
that

The Flpino cabe conquered and
subdued our armies they can be
routed and scattered so far as theirmilitary force are concerned but the
instincts justice in them cannot beextinguished whether by armies or
navies It is to be honed that it will
not be the office of the United States-
to attempt to extinguish them

Nobody has said that whatever in-
stincts

¬

of justice the Filipinos may
possess can be extinguished by force-
of arms Nobody has suggested thatthe United States shal extinguish those
instincts It is eklng to do so
The bishops expression hope thatit will not do so Is awork of super-
erogation

¬

He has conjured up gor
gons and hydras and chimeras dire
The bishop says also that the Filipinos
have been robhprt and onnrppspd hv

those who in their wrongdoing have
shielded themselves behind the highest
sanctions Their lands which have
been taken from them by force and
fraud should be restored to them so
the authority of the United States may
stand for honesty and justice Pre-

sumably
¬

the wrongdoers the bishop
has in mind are the friars Ithey have Iunlawful possession of any lands the

j

United States wi attend to the mat ¬

ter It so now however
This is not the time to investigate the
validity of land titles which may be
two or three centuries old The bishop
might have waited till the Insurrection
is suppressed before demanding thatreligious bodie of another church bedeprived property of which he as ¬
sumes they have become possessed un ¬
lawfully Bishop Potters views where
accurate are trite A bishops sermon
has been described as a few hortatorwords at the end of the service andquite unimportant as compared withit Perhaps it is in the order of things
that a bishops views should also beunimportant

1

CANADA ANDTHE MONROE
DOCTRINE

Viewed from whatever point I may
be the action of CanadaI insending aregiment to ascist England in
war is a contention1 that the Monroe
doctrine is in future to be disregarded
by Canada and therefore by England-
as welU ICanada an assist England-
in a war in SoUt t1awithout Inter-
ference

¬

on part of the United
States it is an op iadmisson that old
wprld governments have rights on this I

continent which the fathers of the
government have ever stoutly denied-
It matters little that the object of the
united action of England and Canada
is in South Africa Once the principle
is admitted governments on this con-
tinent

¬

may take up arirs in defense
and support of the encroachments of
European nations principles which
President Mtmroe contended may well
be denied application hereafter by any
government whatsoever

Dt eeems to be generally conceded
however that England has a workable
understanding with the administra-
tion

¬

at Washington and we may expect
her to go to the furthest limits of thatunderstanding With assurances from
the administration Washington that
under all circumstances the United
States government will remain neutral
England can well afford t laugh at
the notion of foreign interference

Without some ell promise on thpart of our government England would
hardlr assume to take the action out ¬

lined in the folio wins dispatch
Washington Dec 24reat Britains

indention to blockade Lorenzo Marques-
and to ultilizePortuguese territory in
Africa for tihe Inv< lon of the Transvaal
13 no longer discredited by the diplo ¬

mate world here
a violation of the laws of neu-

trality
¬

as either act would be Iis in
doplomatlc opinion here tonight es-
sential

¬

to the conquest by Great Brit-
ain

¬

of the Transvaal
Great Britains blockade of Delagoa

or Lorenzo would be a bold and flag
rant violation of the laws of nations as-

intern8tonalaws prohibit the blockade
nneutrlIf Great Britain lands armed forces

pn Portuguese territory it will be the
duty of the Portugal to disarm them

But it is believed that to violation
of the neutrality laws w net be re-

sented
¬

by Portugal-
In that event or even if Portugal will

not protest it would be the duty of
Ruseda France Germany Japan and
Italy to call GreM Britain to account

The United States Will not permit it ¬

selfto be entrmt in the internationlal
whIch are certain to

arise unless the rights of citizens of the
United States in the South AfricI re-
publics

¬

demand the a
Durban
American squadron to Deldgoa bay or

I

is abrief summary of the South
African situation as it iis viewed tonight-
by the most skillful diplomats in Wash-
ington

¬

The cable news that Great Britain
had actually established 0blockade of
Lorenzo Marques 3neutral port and
had undertaken to transport troops
across neutral territory to the Trans-
vaal

¬

Is regarded here a perhaps prem-

atUre Coupled hbwever with the
Diplomatic conviftion that both of these
acts will be absolutely essential to
Great Britains Arrival at Pretoria the
news Is of the most startling character-
and especially In view of tithe fact that
it may soon become necessary for the
Unite States to be rpresented at De agoa or Durban

The reiwrt that Great Britain would
seize Delagoa bay has been denied by
the BrOMsh foreign office and it has
bean stated officially bYPortugal that I

she
Britain

would not leave port to Great

Diplomats however put no faith in
the technical denials of eCther country
and are certain of this alternative

Great Britain will seize Delas a bay
without the consent of Portugal or
she wi seize it with the ImplIed con-

sent
¬

Portugal
Diplomatic opinion favors the latter

alternative whlnh in any event will re-

sult
¬

in a general war
Startling is this proposad action on

the part of England there is every
reason to assume that she would have
the passive support of the United States I

L

Lj

==
I in carrying it into effect but there are
equally rood reasons to assume thatmore than one foreign nation Is not so-
ar Itst to all sense of national honor-

as to allow such action vto be attempted
without opposition

English statesmen are nt doubt right
in representing to the English people
that the United States government at
heart favoEnglish aggretsion in the
Trrwaa But they are wrong they

they are wrong when they repre ¬

set the great masses of the American
as layering English aggrescion

The sympathy of the great masses of
I the American psople are with the Boers
The sympathies of afew in power awith England And the smpthiesof
this latter class will no srmain e e if i Involve the renuncia ¬

tion of every timehonored American
doctrCne

POLITICS INTHE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS-

The scheme of certain politicians to
obtain control of the public schools of
the state cf New York is surely work-
ing

¬

itself outx We are sorry to see that
Governor Rocsevelt has become apartt the scheme Under the ret law
in the Empire state the board of
gets is an inseverable barrier reI
tween designing politicians and tepublic school system The high char-
acter

¬

of the board of regents f suffi ¬

cient warrant that itcan be trusted to
safeguard the schools against evil de-

signs
¬

of poJitScians in all pries
In order to overcome

which the board of regents presented to
the1 plans of certain politicians who
wish to the system of education amae rpart of the great Republican machine

aradical change in the present law was
imperative Hence the politicians sat
to work to bring this change about In

13manner that would arouse the least
suspicion IwSo proposed to scur ¬

tail the power of the board of regents
as to render itpractically inoperative-
as

I

regards the educational system of
the state while at the eame time 1t
would retain the dignity of the name
merely Taccomplish this Governor
Roosevelts aid was essential and re-

sult
¬

show that it was readily obtained-
The governor appointed a commis ¬

sion with power to report a scheme of
education supposedly for the best in
teres othe people This commission
which was strictly partisan in its com-

position
¬

had among its members a
minority which under no circumstances
could be induced to turn the Public
schools over tpoliticians The major-

ity
¬

proposed and adopted plan giving
the governor power to appoint aactive

boaof regente the members of w ch1j

of course would be Republican politi-

cians

¬

but which at the same time mode
honorary members of the present high ¬

Ily respectable board The plan also
provided for a superintendent of edu I

who would office for elctfit yearscaton
I at a snJarv of 10OOQ per annum The
scheme further provides that said sup ¬

erntndet shall be appointed by the
regents eight years mark well

the point after the enactment of the
partisan scheme into law The first
superintendent with an incumbency of
office of eight years is to be appointed

I by Governor Roosevtfft This is a piece
We have noof fine political trickery

I

doubt Governor Roosevelt and his par-

tisans
¬

figure that about eisht years
I
from date a Democratic govemor mill
be in office who could hardlv be ex-

pected
¬

to reappoint Governor Room
velts creature in which case the power
to appoint a superintendent would de-

volve
¬

on the board oregents all good
Republicans of course selected by Gov-

ernor
¬

Roosevelt himself How very
very fine indeed-

It is worthy of note that the one
member of Governor Roosevelts com
md Bionvwho refused fbs a party of
the nefarious political scheme of its
crater which acommission Adopted
is a Roman Catholic Judge Joseph
Daly of New York The efforts to in ¬

veigle Judge Daly into sympathjr wiSh
the plans of the eommJsuron would
make interesting reading The writer
of this article has personal knowledge
of suggestions made by Interested
parties to get Judge Daly In line be ¬

cause as was affirmed if he could be
induced to vote for the plan all danger
of sectarian bias would tee removed-

To be very plain the scheme to make
the New York public school system an
adjunct of a great poHticial machine is
cue worthy of an avoved enemyof
American institutions How little at
heart some men have the welfare of
hulls government is evident front the
manner in which they would jeopardize-
and all for the sake of political ad-
vantage

¬

The man who would turn tee educa
tilonal system of any state in the Union
into apolitical football Is unworthy the
suffrage of his fellow citizens

A NEW TRIELRATTTANC-

And so the United States has gone
into the trlpplealllanclng business
Well well well England Germany and
the United States What a combina-
tion

¬

Of course there wi be no for ¬

mal alliance buwhat i lacks in for ¬

mality it will possess in reality if a
certain clique in the United States can
dominate the government That this
clique will be strong enough to commit
the United States may be questioned
but its intention is clear

What will France think of such an
alliance Prance who gave us very sub ¬

stantial assistance when that same
England was endeavoring to prevent usfrom enjoying the liberties we now pos ¬

sess
Russia too What will Russia say

to an AngloGermanAmerican alliance
Russia has uniformly been a betterfriend to the United States than ever
England was But these are queer
times indeed

THE VOICE OF THE HOLY
FAThER

We urgently beseech of you to as¬
sist with all good will and favor those
men who animated with a Catholicspirit and possessed with sufficient
Ifarning are laboring writing and
publishing books and Journals for the
defence and propagation of Catholic
doctrine Encyclical letter of Pope
Pips IX in 185-

3Providence seems to have given in
our day a great mission to the Catho ¬
lie press I is for it to preserve theprinciples order anti faith where
thpy prevail and to propagate them
where impiety and cold indifference
have caused them to be forgotten
Letter from Pope Pius IX in 1855 I

I + + + + + + + + + ++ ++ + + + + ++ + + + + ++ + + + + + + ++ + + ++

+
+

L rljrtIdrdl lld-l W

+
+
+
t-

+
+ With a Refutation of the Errors Which It Condemns

+
+

+ +
+ l +
+ Translated from the Italian of LFalconL

t+ ±+ + + + + + + + + 4 + + + + + + ++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +4
Absolute Rationalism Third Error

Reason Is the sole arbiter of truth and
falsehood oJ good and evil it is a law
unto Itself and can with its own un ¬

aided strength adequately minister to

the welfare of individuals and of
states

Refutation The radicalimpotence of
human reasonwhen depending solely

upon its own natural powers Is h
scrIbed in indelible characters upon tie
pages of universal hkftory Our very

nature is put to blush at the contem
platlon of the paradoxes and errors
which fill the writings of Plato Aris ¬

totle Seneca and of all the great phi
osophers of pagan antiquity

Experience teaches up that unaided
reason is in Its search after truth
wholly unsuccessful or that at best iattains but very meagre results Rea-
son

¬

cannot therefore be the sole ar¬

biter of good and evil of truth and
falsehood nor a law unto itself nor
capable of securing the welfare of na¬

tions and of individuals as will appear
more fully in the discussion of the next
proposition

Fourth ErrorAl religious truth
emanates from 3force inherent in hu-

man
¬

reason hence it follows that rea-

son
¬

is the supreme standard by which
man can and should acquire a knowl
edgefpf every species of truth

RefutationRevelation may have 0its object something above reason like
the mysteries or something depending
entirely upon the will of Almighty God

as the sanctification of the Sabbath-
or it may embrace truths which are ab ¬

solutely speaking within the province
of human reason and which can there ¬

fore be discovered and understood
without supernatural assistance We
will confine our attention to the last
mentioned and speak not of the abso ¬

lute but of the moral necessity of reve ¬

lation We will rely solely upon facts-
in discussing this question and thus
avoid the sophisms of Deists and Ra
tionallsia at the same time that we
escape the imputation of presupposing-
that which we intend to prove

The constant and universal experi-
ence

¬

of all mankind criterion the
correctness of which none will venture-
to dispute is more than sufficient to
demonstrate the moral necessity of
revelation All history bears witness
to these two facts First that the hu-

man
¬

race after having abandoned rev¬

elation wandered from the truth and
fell into shameful errors regarding the
worship of the Deity as well as re¬

garding the principles of morality and
duty Second that human wisdom and
human strength were powerless to re ¬

establish In mens minds the sound
principles which they had lost Who is
so ignorant as not to be aware of the
fact that all nations deprived of the
light of revelation fell into the grossest
polytheism that the Persians the
Chaldeans and the Phoenicians transf-
ormed the stars Into the deities that
the doctrine o two beings one infi-
nitely

¬

good and the other infinitely evil
flourished in ancient times and still
obtains among the inhabitants of India
and Japan Some adored animals
some plants others like the Egyptians
erected temples in honor of the onions
which grew in their gardens and all
gave images the worship which is due i

to God alone Darius King of Baby-
lon furnished his Idols with immense
daily supplies of costly viand The

Trans bound with chains their stat ¬

ue of Hercules in order to prevent his
departure from their midst and to this
day the Fetiches of Guinea are cred-
ited

¬

with adivine virtue and power
Horace ridicules these divinities and
represents them as depending for their
existence entirely on the caprice of the
carpenter who manufactures a god in ¬

stead of a bench out of aworthless
piece of wood Moluit esse Deum Deue
inde ego Sat lib i 8

J

The genii as well as living and dead
heroes received divine honors from the
Greeks and Romans These nations
moreover attributed to their divinities-
all kinds of vices and disgraceful pas-
sions

¬

They made the very immorality
of their gods a subject for praise con ¬

stituting thorn the protectors of the
passionwhich raged within their own
breastsad not content with this they
went so far as to defy vice itself Their
obscene images their festivals and
their sacrifices at which not only hu ¬

man flesh but modesty itself was im-

molate
¬

the rroundings of their tem-
ples

¬

their ceteanonies everything in
fact connected with the public wor-
ship

¬

of their deities was a perpetual
and open incentive to wickedness and Il

crime Even in oui own days we see I

the effect of the rejection of revelation t

in the deification of reason symbolized j
on the altars of the livinV God by pubi
lie prostitutes

The theatres of the ancients were
schools of corruption The apologetics-
of Tertullian afford abundant evidence-
of this fact Gibbon himself confesses
that the wifes attendance at a theatre
justifies the husband In petitioning for-
a divorce Fornication had ceased to
be considered a vice while infanticide
and the exposing of children were of
almost daily occurrence We blush
for our common humanity at the mere-
contemplation of the wickedness which
was consecrated by public usage and
sanctioned by the laws Could there
be a more convincing proof of the utter
insufficiency of human reason and of
the consequent necessity of revelation

Not all the priests of Egypt nor the
gymnosophists of India nor the mago
or wise men of Persia nor the phil-
osophers

¬

of Greece and Rome with all
their schools academies and sects
could oppose a barrier to the progress
of corruption and vice because being
divided among themselves they were
wanting in unity or doctrine and be-

cause
¬

the skepticism with which the
philosophers of the various sects ulti-
mately

¬

degenerated rendered them
powerless to produce any lasting im-
pression

¬

Upon the minds of the people
Nor were these the only causes of
their failure They possessed no au-
thority

¬

save that which was based
upon the strength of their own argu-
ments

¬

arguments which their oppo-
nents

¬
met with others equally cogent

Fear of the magistracy on the one
hand and of the anger of the populace
on the other mad the philosophers
slaves of public opinion to which they
invariably conformed Socrates hint
self though generally regarded aa

J

martyr to the doctrine of one supreme
God paid divine honor to the false

i gods of his ountr ad a few hours
before his death ordered a pullet to be
sacrificed at the shrine of Esculanius
as we are informed by Zenophon his
biographer and apologist I was

I

I

I moreover an established principle
among the philosophers that the popu-

lace
¬

I

I should be kept in ignorance of
their real religious sentiments ex
pedlre falll in rellgione olvltates nor
in case they ventured to openly promul ¬

gate them could they enforce respect
for their teachings by the sanction of
everlasting punishments and rewards-

In like manner the Deists and Raton ¬

alists of modern times are wholly desti-
tute

¬

of unity and Imbued with a
7roud consciousness of the superiority

I o their own opinions despise all who
refuse to believe aa they do Invested
ttth no divine authority to teach they
nay win atransient applause but wilt
njver succeed in rescuing man from the
dominion of the senses or in placing
under proper restraint those two great
native powers of corrupt humanity
sefintorest and passion Unable to at-
tract

¬

the docile by the promise of re-

wards or the indocile by the terrify-
ing

¬

prospects of future retribution
their doctrines will always remain with
out a sanction Revealed religion hay-
ing in itself a principle of unity of su-
preme

¬

authority and of jut and effica-

cious
¬

sanction is therefore the only
force which can successfully combat
moral discords

Fifth Error Divine revelation is
I Imperfeot and therefore subject to a
constant and indefinite progression In

I keeping
reason

with the development of hu-

man
¬

Refutation Revelation imperfect
What do rationalists mean by this
broad assertion They refer evidently
to the revelation of which the Catholic
Church is actually in possession Now
by characterizing itaimperfect they
mean that revelation does not embrace-
all the truths essential to the perfect
Church which constitute i a perfect
society capable of attaining the end
for which it was established viz the
salvation umen Nothing could be
more unfounded than this assumption
of the rationalistic school Jesus Chrjst
communicate all truth to the Apos-
tles

¬

and through them to the Church
After he had ascended into Heaven he
sent the Holy Ghost to enlighten their
minds concerning the truth and teach
them how to interpret It according to
the words of the Evangelist He will
teach you all things and brng all things-
to your mind The Apostles transmitted
to the Church the truths which they
had themselves received and the
Church has taught them uninterrupt ¬

edly through all succeeding ages pro ¬

claiming them to all nations in accord ¬

ance with the command of her Divine
Founder With these truths she en ¬

lightened the minds of men and won
them to the service of the L6rd send-
ing

¬

her ministers to the remotest cor-
ners

¬

of the earth and bidding them
endure all suffering and lay down their
lives if necesnary in the effort to pro ¬

cure the salvation of their fellow crea-
tures

¬

But Jesus Christ did not merely com-

municate
¬

all truths to his Church he
likewise appointed aInfallible teacher-
to explain them and to define such awere implicitly contained in some other
reveled truth thus putting an end to
any controversy which might arise con
Cerninir them

I Far then from conforming to the re-

quirements
¬

I of that socalled progress
which can lead only to destruction
revelation will on the contrary con ¬

tinue to be as it has been for the
past eighteen centuries the beacon

j light of the nations guiding the barof humanity on the tempestuous sea of
time and pointing out with unnerring
certitude the haven of eternal salva ¬

tion
Sixth Error Faith is opposed to

reason and divine revelation is not
only useless but even prejudicial to the
improvement of humanity

Refutation Faith cannot be opposed-
to reason and much less prejudicial-
to the improvement of man since both
emanate from the same source which
is God What Is reason A reflection
of the light which issued forth from the
intelligence ot God And what is
faith A gift of a still higher order
coming from the same God One
therefore cannot be at variance with
the other On the contrary faith il-

lumines
¬

and perfeots reason since
God by means of the truths wh5eh he

reveals to man discloses to him many
other truths which belong strictly tr
the natural order and which reason it-

self
¬

could at least discover only in a
form Is it not monstrousmutated

ingratitude on the part of those who
have participated in thebenefits of
revelation to combat it aan enemy
and that too with the very means with
which it has Itself supplied them The
civilization which has achieved for
Europe its preserit intellectual suprem-
acy

¬

over the rest of the world is the
product of revelation I in the designs

of Divine Providence Europe had
been deprived of the light of revelation
it would today be an impassable tract
of land covered with wilderness and
inhabited by the descendants of those
ferocious barbarians who llaid in the

I dust the gangrened civilization of
Greece and Rome Who curbed the

jI proud spirit of those savage tribes
I Was it not the church through the sn

strumentality of revealed truth Who
preserved the works of Iliterature the

monument of genius and art AH his ¬

tory answers The Church Imbued
with the spirit of the truth revealed
unto her by Almighty God she purged-
man of l that was bestial in his na ¬

ture softened the natural asperities of
his character and thus rendered him
more susceptible to the refining in ¬

fluence of religion Revelations Is not
therefore prejudiced to the intellectual
development of humanity On the con-
trary

¬

it Is the only sure guaranty of
I true and enlightened progress

To be Continued


