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B

The party was now in full swing.
Bome twenty were in the reccption
room, dancing or watching the
dancers. The evening grew In life
and merriment. Mr. Doremus, back
from his Iinterview with Flodle, was in-
fected by the revels. He blossomed
suddenly and unexpectedly Into hilar
ity, and encouraged and stimulated by
the gayer of the young actresses, be
came, In apite of himself, the center of
the party. The company did not let
him off Ul Alfred Smalllsh, blushing
furioualy, appeared In the doorway

“Bupper s roady—I1 mesn—er—sup
per s served!" he announced, and
coughed Into bis hand,

The three soubrettes who had bean
pelting Mr. Doremus with pinks, now
surrounded him, bound him with ever
green garlands and carried him off en-
alaved, through the offics, where Flo-
dle was presilding over tables of salad
and sandwlches, Into the reception
roow, where they enthroned him on an
old Spanish chalr, and waited on him
like houris. The gentlemen rushed
back and forth with plates and nap-
king; everybody began to talk an?d
laugh, Beer bottles popped

Hall was now becoming desperate.
It did not seem at all wo ensy ns he
had expocted. If only Flodle hadn't
got her back up so foollahly! Well,
he must, at least, be off with his old
foves before he was on with the new,
And, for that, he must bave the an
swers of the two women. He left the
company and walked into the studio,
now deserted, to look at the clock
Heavens! It was already half after
eloven. Something would have to hap
pen In a hurry, if—

Crrolyn Dallys appeared in the door
way, smiling. She was wearing corn
color, In a costume no mwan could have
described five minutes after he bad
seen it Carolyn's clothes were always
not only original but characteristic of
her

She sauntered in, and dropped upon
the couch, to look up st him good-nn-
turedly. Hall's hopes rose. It was go-
ing to be easy, thank heaven, 8She
didn’t at all have the smlle of & pros-
poctive owner,

“Well, Hall,” she bhegan, “you don't
seem particularly anxious to see your
blushing bride. 1 had almost begun
to think you werae dellberately avold-
ing me.”

“Avolding you! Nonsense, Caro-
Iyn!" Hall lnughed easlly and tossed
ber a box of clgarettes. “Really, I've
been no confoundedly busy with all
these people, and-—"'

She broke In placidly: “Well, you're
not busy now, are you?®

Hall began to be afraid.
course not. Why?”
as If she were about to swrike him

“Well, then, I've made up my miod,
Hall"

"What do you mean?" he naked, and
aspuming s carelessneas he was far
from feeling, he walked to the table
and took up s fower, idly,

“Why, I told you over the teleplione,
didn't 1?1 Look pleasant, Hall," she
sald; “it's 'yes.' 1've decided to accept
you."

Hall grew falnt. It was not alone
the words that alarmed him. It was
the cold-blooded tone in which they
were uttered. There was o delibernte-
ness, s fixity of purpose in it that
threatened his complacency. Carolyn
still maintainsd her usual jocular man-
ner, but there was something keen and
steely beneath it that he bad never be-
fora felt. He rose to meet It with all
his skill st aoting.

“Lord, Carolyn,” he exclaimed, walk:
Ing up to her impatiently, “you didan't
really take me serlously, this morning,
did you?" He burst out Into forced
Inughter. “Well, that is funny; think
of you—of all women—getting crught
llke that! It's perfectly absurd! You
can't make me bellove you thought 1
was in sarnest, you know! That's ab-
surd!"”

S0 the aglle trout, when he first
teels the hook in his mouth, thinks
that by u bold struggle he can regain
his freedom, and thrashes the pool
with hectic energy. But Carolyn, with
all ber humor, was a shrewd cool flsher
of men, Calm'y, surely, she kept her
line taut. She had struck four mik
lions! Not for a moment had she lost
her composure. BSlowly she spoke;
she almost drawled.

“Why, yes, | did, Hall! Burely, You
seemed to have a lucid interval, you
know, thls morning, and [ belleved
every word you sald, And what's
more,” she added, “I1 baellave it now!"
Lazily, to and {ro, her feather fan was
sweeplng,

Hall floundered again, wildly.
come on, Carolyal
Jokat*

“Yes," sho answered smilingly,
“when | see the point of it. Wi you
kindly explaln?

The point, Hall well knew, was In
his own mouth. He dashed up and
down the room fretfully, making fer-
venl gestures, Poor flah! He still
Impgined he could get away from the
hook, “Good heavens, I have explained,
haven't 17 Why, I only wanted to hear
what you'd say!”

“Well you've heard; I say ‘yes!’

“Oh, no, of

“Oh,
©an't you take a

He watched herm

Now what?" She took a clgarette from
the table and gracefully lUghted It
puffed out the smoke, and yawned.

As she drew In ber iine thus, hiw
frengied struggles wepre getting short-
er, but more violent. “Oh, hang it all,
Carolyn, you know 1 was omly foollng,
of course! Why, we were laughing
all the time, you know that! 1 bhad no
Idea you'd ever accept me! Do }‘ﬂul
mean to tell me that you are in love
with me? he asked bitingly.

“Not at all! I see no need of lying |
about It, whatever. Hut you certainly
do amuse me."” Her eyes danced.

“Wall, 1 should aay It was hardly
enough to asccept a man elmply be |
cause he amused you!" This was (he
best Hall could do, now; he was get
ting winded |
“Oh, yes," she repliad jaantily "nnl
the contrary, I'm quite sure that
nhall want to be amused all my life—
especially when I'm married.”

“Heavens! Do you consider that
we are engaged?™
She looked at him with surprised

eyes., Her fishing was approaching a
climax. She began w wind in her line
to short length, speakiog Inclsively.
“Soee hore, Hall, you're not trying to
get out of it, or anything, are you1™
Hall gagped, wearled with the duel
"Now, Carolyn, let me explain just
how It 1s—0IH have to tell you some-
thing—I want to—hang It—you make
it s0o damned hard for me—what 1
| mean ia—"
Carolyn rose and looked him in the
oye, She Inid her hand on him; and,
soft as was Its touch, he felt as If It

iH.nnd heavens!
| minutes to twalve!

| new turkey-trot

| were gripping him llke & handeuft
| “Hall, see here! Are you trying to
got out of It, or aren't you! Just tadl
me that!™

“Why—why, 1 think you're t‘ﬂff}llls‘
the Joke a littls too far, Carolyn, that's |
all=honestly 1 do!"”

Carolyn now had Wim at the edge of
the boat. Bhe jerked him In with a
laugh. “My dear old Hall,” she said,
and her volce was honey-sweet, “I'm
carrying It only far enough to want to
wear that ring you bought today for
me. Where Is 11?7 Bhe actually be
gan to feel in his walstcoat pocket,

He backed off in terror. “1 haven't
any ring!"

Carolyn smiled, “Well, never mind.
We don't want anyone to know just
yet, anyway, do we? Rings ean wall,
Now come over here and sit down,
and 1'H tell yau exactly what we're go-
Ing to do.” She proceeded to lead
him, too dazed to resist, toward the
couch where they sat down together.

“Now be brave,” ahe sald, smiling,
“I'll let you hold my hand. You do
Just what 1 say, and yoyu'll never re
gret it, 1 hate cngagements; they
have neither the excltement of court-
ghip, nor the satisfaction of matri
mony. Bo, st just nioe o'clock tomor-
| row moralng, you are going to call on
me and we'll tuddle down to a Justice
of the peace. We'll just cut out the
white wvall and downcast eyes and
everything. All you'll have to do Is to
put & gold band on my fApger; and my
share will be to say ‘1 will' and become
Mrs, Hall Bonlstelle. 'What's the mat-
ter?"

Hall was staring toward the door
“My cousin Jonas,” he sald.

“Oh, bother!” Carolyn's eyes shot
fire. “Just am we want to arrange
everything."

Jonas Hassingbury, tall and gaunt,
eating n lettuce sandwioh, strolled In,
as cool and self-possessod ns the most
exporienced cotillion leader In town,
He was perfectly sure of himself;
without wealth, or power or social
training, he was blessod with sn ego-
lsm that a king might have anvied,
Joncs had never been embarrassed io
hin life.

Hall looked at him, for the first Hme
with rellef, and rose,

“Migs Dallys,” he sald, "let me pre-
gent my cousin, Mr. Hassingbury.”

Jonas put the sandwich behind his
back, nnd bowed, Carolyn looked up
at him, annoyed.

“Dallys?" Jonas queried,
heerd o' that mame before,
knowledge. What be ye, Portuguee ™
With the grace of & veteran, he
| dropped down beside her an the couch,

At any other time Carolyn would
have welcomed his qualnt charm. Buat
her cyes were now for Hall, ond she
was anxlous, Her answor was vague.

Jonas, however, dld not appear to
notiee it. His work was plain. He
bhad to make himself attractive, and
gel rid of Hall. He launched forth,
therefore, on a deseription of the town
of Branford while Caralyn yawned be-
hind her fan.

At the first pause Hall broke In. “By
jove, Carolyn, l've got to get someo
photographs in my room I promised to
show Mr. Doremus! Cousin Jouas will
wake care of you all right, Carolyn.
He's a great man for the ladiea!" and
with this slid out of range of her pro-
Lost

Carolyn pulled herself together to
make the best of it. This yokel must
be got rid of at once. Bhe leaned to-
ward him with ardor,

“Oh, Mr. Hassingbury, do you really
think I'm pretty? You must have
koown so many besutiful wolaea—in
HBranford!"

“never
o my

“Yes, that's right!” sald Jonas, with

unction. “1 certainly have, miss. Why,
I've burled three wives a'ready! 1
reckon | know pretty near as mueh
about women o8 anybody.”

“Then you're just the man 1've bean
looking for!™ sald Carolyn. "1 want
you to help me; will you?" She jumped
up eagerly.

He rose alwo.
the trouble?”

“Why, there are two worien here
that U'm just dying to have your opin-
lon of. Come out with me and Il in
troduce them to you, and leét you talk
to them; will you?™

“You bet I witl. Just let me see ‘em!
I guess It anybody ean slke ‘em Ul
Jonus Hassingbury cant™

And with that he followed her out
into the other room, and Carolyn dellv-
ered him over to Roswmund Gale,

“What appearn o0 be

CHAPTER XIIL

Ha!l, meanwhile, was near the boll-

ing point of his rage. He had besn
defented by Carolyn's clevernogs, He
wis furfous ot hor, st himself, at

everybody, Here wers two women,
now, who bhad a hold on him—and be-
fore long there wonld be thren! Never!
Hall swore it with a round oath, Mrs
Royalton, ot least, would not triumph.
She hadu't Carolyn's bralns, aho hadn't
Rosatund's  disarming beauty, She
wis, when it came right down to It
more or less of a fool. Why not ignore
her, and make a last attempt to win
Flodle? He looked up at the clock.
It was already twenty
And his four mil-
lions were no nearer thgn ever, He
Jumiped up impulsively, and strode to
the door.

The company had about finished
supper. The Iittle orchestra bad |
started up again, and had begun on n

An a proof of lts In-
sldinus charm, who but Jonas !iuna'.ng-‘
bury himaself bad suceumbed! He was |
dancing with the falr Rosamund. Mr. |
Doremus, still surroupded and petted
by the three pretty actresses, was tell
Ing & fuuny story, There was o sharp
squall of Iaughter as he finlshed
Where the devil was Flodie? Ilnlll

| poered from behind the portleres, so

ns not to be seen himself, In a mo-
metit ghe emerged (rom the stockroom
with a plate of lce eream, and, smiling, |
passed it to Mr, Doremus. Then she
looked up, and caught Hall's eye. He

It Was Already Twenty Minutes te
Twelve,

beckoned and she
proached the studlo.

As she crossed the threshold Hall
caught hoer by the wrist and drew in.
She looked up at him, a little fright-
ened.

“Flodie,” he exclaimed wildly, “Flo
dle, 1 can't stand it any longer, Don't
Keep It up any longer, dear! Say, ‘yes,'
can't you? Flodie, for God's sake—"

She looked him up and she looked
him down, and anger was in her eyes.
*] gave you my answer, Mr. Bonistalle.
Didu't you understand me, this after

carelossly ap

noon?” She backed off, preparing to
leave.
Hoe wselzed her again. "Fodie, 1

won't take no for an anawer, 1 love
you too much!” He fumbled In his
pocket and draw out the ring. “Here,
take this, Flo; wear it. won't you!
And, as goon as 1 can get Mr, Doremus
in here, I'll put another one gn your
finger that'll make us men and wife!"

Bhe took It, and tossed It across the
studio. It bounded nlong the Roor
“No, thanks, Mr. Bonistelle! You'l)
have to excuse me, I'm busy.”

“Hut heavens, ilo, look at the clovk!
It's nearly twelve! 1have only fifteen
minutes more, Flo! Don't turn me
down! O, 1 want you so, Fiedle—
won't you—"

(TO BE CONTINUED,)

Origin of Crescent.

Prolessor Ridgeway, In England, ad
voested a new view, according tc
which thse Mohammedans got the (dea
of the crescent, not from the new
moon, but from the anclent and long
continued use in Asin Minor of amu
lets made by fitting two boars' tusks
together nt the base. The figure thus
produced certalnly bears a closer re
semblance to a typleal crescent, as It
ts represented on the Turkish fas
than does a new moon. The wide dis
tribution of these nwulets, however,
suggests that they may bave had »
common origin In some symbol per
talning to the moon. They are found
as far away as New Ouinea, while in
Africa they are in common use, made,
however, of llons" claws Instead o,
boars’ tusks.

Dinners Cooked on Public Street.

In nearly overy street of the citles
of Japan there ls & public oven, whers,
for o small fes, pecple may have thels
dinners cooked.

WATER USED BY MANY CROPS

Alfalfa, When Once Started, Can
Withatand Almost Any Degree of
Drought for Long Periods.

Dyoughit realstance In erope does not
sonm to bo so much a matter of using
n small amount of water as of ability
to go after water In the soll or to walt
until molsture comes, This conclusion
may be druwn from investipations bes
Ing made by the United States dopart-
ment of agriculture in Colorado, to de-
termine the water requiremonts of
different kinds of plants

Alfalfa is gonerally considersd a
very droughtresistant crop; when
once started It can withstund almost
nuy degree of drought for long periods,
But to produce the same quantity of
dry matter alfalta requires more than
twice as much water us does cormn.
Alfalfa requires 831 pounds of water
for each pound of dry matter it pro-
duces. On the other hand, corn, which
In not considerad wery drought-re-
sistant, requires only 1468 pounds of
wator to produce a pound of dry mnt-
Lar,

All of the leguminous erops, lncind.
ing poas, beans, vetches, alfulfa, swest
clover, and other clovers, reguire large
mmounts of water in proportion to the
dry matter they produce. Some of the
most common wesds, such as tumble
weeds, purslane and Russlan thistieas,
require n very small amount of water
in proportion to dry matter The
cereal crops come betwen the legumea
and the weadn natned Whenat uses
513 pounds of water for each pound
of dry matter, and oats uwses BT
pounds, BHuffalp grass Is one of the
most economical of all plants In ita
use of water; It requires only 08
pounds of water to prodiice a pound of
dry matter

In the Colorado experimemmts It was
necessary to protect the plants from
birds, winds and hallstorms by means
of wire-covered Inclosures. The screen
reduced solar radiation to about KO
per cent of the normal. Under the
conditions of the experiment the av-
orage amount of water required to
produce one pound of dry matter with
anch kind of plant was as follows:

Millet, 319 pounds; sorghum, 322
pounds; corn, 368 pounds; wheat, 513
pounds; barley, 534 pounds; buck-

whent, 578 pounds; oats, 697 pounds;
rye, 685 pounds; flax, Y05 pounds; soy
beans, 744 pounds; sweet clover, 770
pounds; velches, 704 pounds;: clovers,
797 pounds, and alfalfn, 531 pounds,

TO CULTIVATE SUDAN GRASS

Good Stirring of Soll After First Crop
Is Removed WIill Greatly Help
Plants in Starting.

By . E KARPER, Oklahoma Experl-
ment Htatlon.)

“Would like to know If it s advis-
able or necessary to cultlvate after
cutting fNrst crop of sudan grass for
seed,"—M. B. Bliss. Okln,

Sudan grass should be cultivated as
soon as poasible after the first erop of
hay Is removed. A good stirring of the
#oll at this time will be a great help
to the plants in making a good, strong
start toward the second crop. If the
ground has been kopt clean ard free
from weeds during the early part of
the growth of the first crop It will
not beé nestssary to cultivate frequent
ly during the growth of the second
erop. Just enough cultivation
malntaln the desired soll muleh will
be needed in this case. By the time
the first crop has matured the plants
have stooled and spread oul in the
row to such an =xtent that it makes
any cultivation a much less tedious
operation for the second crop than Ia
the case with the young plants during
the early growth of the first croup,
Bince the first crop Is to be allowed to
stand for secod purposes the growing
period of the second crop will be
shortened severnl weeks at best, and
good cultivation will help considerably
toward increasing the yleld of the seo
ond cutting.

MOISTURE CAPACITY OF SOIL

Improved by Application of Manure—
Also Cheapest Means of Return-
ing Vegetable Matter,

The applleation of manura {8 the
cheapest means of returning organie
or vegetable matter to the soil and the
maintenance of a good supply of de-
caying organic matter is the first and
most important step In the malute
pance of the productive capacity of
the soll. It gives the soll better tilth,
increases the avallabllity of the min.
eral elements of plant f0d and Im
proves the water-holding capacity of
the soll, In addition to being a source
of nitrogen as & plant food.—North
Dakota Experiment Statlon,

Protect Against Cholera.

The only meana of protecting the
hog against cholera Is by inoculation
with hog cholera seruom, or with hog
cholera serum and virus,

The serum aléne confers an Ini
munity lnsting from six to alght woek:,
while the double treatment {inoculis-
tion of the hog on one slde with
serum and on the other side wit)
virus) shows a Iasting or permangs
immunity to hog cholera

Retain Molsture in Soll.

The molsture that falls from the sky
is likely to be suckod up again unlpss
prevented. Frequent. shallow cultiva
tlon means that it will ba reteined In
the soll

Establishing Alfalfa.

The sowing of alfalfa in wide rows
nnd giving cultivation between the
rows has proved to be the most cer
tain way of establishing this guial
crap in all the different areas,

Southdown Ram, Twe Years Old—First Prize Winner and Champilon,

(By H. H. BHEPARD, Mismourl)

We live on & hilly, brushy farm in
the Omark reglon of Missourl., For
suveral yoars we have boen clearing
up and fencing our farm, but we have
had a terrible time fighting brush and
sprouts on the newly cleared land.
Some cattle, hoga and horses have
been an ald In eating and killing the
sprouts in the permanent pasturos,
which have been fenced with high and
tight-woven wire,

One of our neighbors has been keep:
Ing sheop for several yoars, and has
had splendid success with them. Last
year ho had some ewe lamba for sale
and we purchased eight of them, and
a buck from another farmer to mate

Cholce Lot of Lamba.

with them. For the elght lambs we
pald $36 and $10 for the ram, making
n total cost of $46 for the little flock.
Bince we had the pastures already
fenced with woven wire for hogs, cat-
tle and horses, there was no extra ex-
penss in providing pasture for the
sheep,

In our brushy and sprouty pastures
the amall flock of sheep ate and grow
spendidly, refusing feed In the lot or
barn till the middle of January this
year. They made practically all thelr
living on the waste of the farm and
pastures, and the actual cost of feed-
ing them outside of what they secured
outside was not more than five dollars,

Pxcept when snow was on the ground
they preferrod being out in the hills
and brush foraging In the winter to
housing and feed In the barn,

This spring we had six lambs from
the elght ewen. All the sheep and
Inmbr pre fat and in fine condition and
excollent health, We shearod and
shipped the wool last week, securing
4 coents a pound for it from a Bt
Louls comminsion firm. The olip from
the nine sheep gave a net roturn, aft-
or oxpressage and commission were
deducted, of $21.856, or a little over
$2.42 each smheep, for wool only,

This was abput 60 per cent of what
the aheep cost us last August when
they were purchased. Counting the
lambs worth $5 each by August, tke
total Income from the flock will
amount to $61.856. Deducting $5.46
for feed, the flock will have netted
us $46 In one year, or even 100 per
cont net on the original Investmont,
which s from two to ten timea as
much net profit s we make with any
other of our farm animals,

Bealdes Dbeing highly profiable
shoep are the easlest of all domestic
animaln to handle, Our children ke
them immensely, and can handle them
with ense and safety. They clean the
land of weeds and sprouts, and they
fertilize richly as they roam and fors
age. They are so good in so many
wiys that we are preparing to In-
creane our flock to 60 ewes on the 100
ncre farm.

Of courne, sheep and wool are artra
high in prics right now, but Indies
tiona point to continued high prices,
Those having hilly and rocky land can
turn 1t into rich Ineome ¥ by

least twice sach year-—when and
lamba are sold. OId sheop . high
priced, and lambs are the highest
have been In many years, and p

farmer has any spare land not suited
to cultivation, sheep ralsing offers
golden opporiunities at present, and
perhaps will be equally or more profit-
able for years to come,

HANDY BAG HOLDER
SAVES MUCH TIME

Light Materials May Be Used in
Construction of Device for
Granary or Barn.

Every farmer should have some kind
of a bag holder, so that graln, chop or
bran can be sacked without requiring
the servieea of a second person. A
square or round hopper, stationary in
soroe corner of the granary or a mov-
able one supported by three spreading
legs |s easy to make and handy to use.
Light material may be employed in
making such & holder,

The helght of the hopper from the
floor 18 regulated by the length of the
bags used, ns the bottom of the bag
ghould not rest on the ground while
being filled.

Dull hooks or nalls of such length
and position as judgment dictates will
hold the bag while It ls being filled.
Such conveniences as these are simple,
but they save not only time but much
needed energy.

ALWAYS KEEP MILK
GOLD_A_S_PUSSIBI.E

Bacteria Increase Very Slowly at
Low Temperatures—Put Li-
quid Against the lce.

(By WALTER 8, LEUTZ)

The colder milk is kept, the longer
it will romaln sweel. Bacterin are
rosponsible for the changes which take
place, and bacteria increase in num-
bors very slowly at low temperatures,
Therefore, do not leave milk where
It will get warm. If possible, put it
directly agalnst the lee,

If this cannot be dono, put it in the
compartment of the foe box directly
benesth the lee, for the alr circulating
through the lee chest s coldest direct-
ly uiter it passes over the loe.

If no lee box s used, keep the milk
as cool as possible by putiing it in the
cellar, or by wrapping the bottle in &
damp cloth and setting It out of the
direct sunlight in & current of alr.

b

FEEDING CHICKENS
GRASS FROM LAWN

In Case Fowls Are Not Acous-
tomed to Green Food They
Will Engorge Themselves, '

|
By H. B. BAKI Colorado  Agrioul-
w"&n-m

t

In citles where chickens are kept in
back yards, It Is sometimes & com-
mon practice, after mowing the lawn,
to throw the cul grass into the chick-
en lot to supply greea food for the
fowls, In case the chickens are not
nccustomed to green food they will
engorge themselver and frequently be-
come crop bound. The grass will be
coms impacted In & large mans in the
crap which becomes distended. Thae
bird stralghtens its neck and yawns,
shows signs of distress, and If not
properly sattended to, may die.

Pravention of course should be prac-
ticed, and it may be stated that fewer
cases of Impaction occur, If instead of
feeding the cut grass, the oblckens are
allowed the freedom of the grass ploy,
Treatment should Le sought in con-
sulting the local veterinerian,

MANURE PILES ARE
DANGEROUS PLACES

Favorite Breeding Spot for Sta-
ble Fly—Animal Refuse Shouid
Be Spread at Once.

Although wstraw is the principal
breeding place for the stable fiy in
the graln belt, thousands of them de-
velop In manure pile The house fly
and horn fly also breed extenshely
here and therefore the groatest oaro
should be used in dealing with this
animul refuso.

Manure should be hauled out and
sonttered ni regular intervals and any
pecumulntions of straw or hay, uspe-
clally adjacent to stables, should be
disposed of. Stable manure being
paually in cloge proximity to human
babitations, the flios from it have
froer access to man to disseminate
hwinen dicasos. 1
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