LIEUTENANT O'BRIEN NEARLY STARVES AS HE CRAWLS
I THROUGH GERMANY

AND LUXEMBOURG.

Synopsls~~Pat O'Brien, a resident of Momence, Ill., after seeing
service In the Ameriean Flying corps on the Mexican border in 1016,
Jolns the British Royal Fiying entps in Canada, and after a brief traln-
Ing period In sent to Frence. He (s assigned to a squadron In active

service on the front. He engagen
fiyers, from which he emerges victo

in severnl hot fights with German
rious, Finally, in a fight with four

German fiyers, O'Brien i shot down, He falls 8,000 feet and, escaping

death by a miracle, awnkea to fin
hospital, with a bullet hole In his

d himself a prisover In a German
mouth. After a few days In the

hospital, he Is sent to a prison camp at Courtral. After a short stay
there he In placed upon a traln Yound for a prison eamp In Germany.
He decldes to take a desperate chance for liberty., He leaps through

the open window of the ear while
an hour.

CHAPTER VIl
—5—

Crawling Through Germany.

The exact spot at which 1 made my
desperate leap I don't know, Perhaps,
after the war Is over, someone on that
train will be good enough to tell ine
and then I may go back and look for
the dent I must have made in the rock
ballast.

I have sald, I dldn’t stop very long
that morning after 1 once regnined my
senses,

I was bleeding profusely from the
wounds caused by the full, but I
cthecked It somewhant with handker-
<hlefs I held to my face, and I also
held the tall of my coat so as to catch
the blood as It fell and not to leave
tell-tnle traces on the ground.

Before I stopped I had gone about a1
mile, Then I took my course from the
atars and found that I had been golng
Just opposite to the direction I should
be making, but I could not go back
acvross the track there.

Heading west, therefore, I kept this
course for about two and a half hours,
but as 1 was very weuk from loss of
blood I dida't cover very much ground
in that time. Just before daylight, I
came to a canal which I knew I bad to
cross, and 1 swam it with everything
I had on.

This swim, which proved to be the
first of a series that I was destined to
make, taught me wseveral things,

In the first place, I had forgotten to
remove my wrist-watch. This watch
had been broken in my fall from the
air, but I had it repaired at Courtral,
In the leap from the train, the crystal
had been broken again, but It was
still going mnd would probably have
been of great service to me in my
subsequent adventures, but the swim
across the canal ruined It

Then, too, I had not thought to take
my map out of my sock and the water
damaged that, too.

Therenfter, whenever I had any
swimming to do, I was careful to take
such matters into conslderation, and
my usual practice was to maoke a
bundle of mil the things that would be
damaged by water and tle It to wmy
head. In this way I was able to keep
them dry.

It was now daylight and I knew that
it would be sulcldal for me to attempt
to travel In the daytime. My British
uniform would have been fatnl to me.
I decided to hide In the daytime and
travel only at might.

Not far from the canal I ecould see a
heavily-wooded plece of ground, and I
ade my way there. By this time I
had discovered that my left ankle had
been strained in my leap from the
train, and when I got to the woods I
was glad to lie down and rest. The
wound in my mouth had been opened,
too, whea I jumped, and it would have
been difficult for me to have swallowed
had not the plece of bread, which was
to serve for my breakfast, got wet
when I swam the canal. I found a safe
biding place in which to spend the
day and I tried to dry some of my
clothes, but = alight driszling rainfall
made that out of the question. I knew
that I ought to sleep, us I planned to
travel at night, but sore as 1
caked with mud and blood, my cloth-

f

ing soaked through and my hunger not

appeased, sleep was out of the
question. This seemed to me about
the longest day I had ever spent, but
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the train Is traveling thirty miles

That night I made perhaps the same
distance, but became very hungry and
thirsty before the night was over,

For the next six days I still figured
that I was In Germany, and I was llv-
Ing on nothing but cabbage, sugar
beets and an occasional carrot, always
iu the raw state just as I got them
out of the flelds. The water I drank
was often very rank. One night I lny
in a cabbage patch for an hour lapping
the dew from the leaves with my
tongue |

During this period I realized that 1
must avold meeting anyone at all has-
ards, I was in the enemy's country and
my uniform would have been a dead
give-awny, Anyone who captured me
or who gave information from which
my capture resulted might have been
sure of a handsome reward, 1 knew
that It was necessary for me to make
progress as fast as possible, but the
main consideration was to keep out of
sight, even If It took me a year to get
to Holland, which was my objective.
From my map I estimated that I wan
about thirty-five miles from Strassburg
when I made my leap from the train,
and if I could travel In a straight line
I had perhaps one hundred and ffty
miles to travel. As it was, bowever,
I was compelled to make many detours,
and ‘I figured that two hundred and
fifty miles was nearer the extent of the
Journey ahead of me.

In several parts of this country I had
to travel through foresta of young pine
trees mbout twelve feet high. They
were very close togetber and looked
almost as If they had been set out.
They proved to be a serious obstacle
to me because, I could not see the stars
through them and I was relylng upon
the heaven to gulde me to freedom. I
am pot much of an astronomer, but I
know the Pole Star when I see It. But
for it I wouldn't be here today!

I beljeved it rained every night and
day while I was making my way
through Germany and Luxembourg,

My invariable program at this stage
of my Journey was to travel steadily
all night until about aix in the morn-
ing, when I would commence looking
around for a place whereln to hide
during the day. Low bushes or woods
back from the road, as far as possible
from the traveled pathway, usually
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came for me to be on the move, that
I was very much tempted to sleep
through the night. I khew, however,
that that would bé a bad precedent to
establish and I wouldn't give In.

1 plugged wearily along and about
11 o'clock, after I bad covered perhaps
four miles, I sat down to rest for a
moment on a shock of hrush which
wna sheltered from the drizzle some-
what by other shocks which were
stacked there. It was daylight when
I awoke, and I found myself right in
a German backyard. You ean Imagine
that I lost no time in getting out of
that nelghborhood and T made up my
mind right there and then that I would
never give away to that “tired feeling”
again,

In the daytime, In my hiding place,
wherever It happened to be, 1 had
plenty of opportunity to study my map,
and before very long 1 knew It nlmonst
by heurt. Unfortunately, however, it
did not show all the rivers and canals
which I encountered, and sometimes it
fooled me completely,

It must have been about the ninth
night that I crossed Into Luzembourg,
but though this principality is officially
neutral, it offered me no safer & haven
than Belgium would. The Fluns have
violated the neutrality of both, and dis-
covery would have been followed by
the same consequences as capture in
Germany proper.

In the nine days I had covered per-
haps seventy-five miles, and I was that
much nearer liberty, but the lack of
proper food, the constant wearlng of
wet clothes, and the loss of sleep and
rest had reduced me to a very much
weakened condition, 1 doubted very
much whether I would be able to con~
tinue, but I plugged along.

CHAPTER VIII, i
Nine Days in Luxembourg.

I was now heading northwest and I
thought that Ly keeping that eourse
I would get out of Luxembourg and
into Belgium, where I expected to be
a little better off. because the people
of Luxembourg were pructically the
same as Germans,

One of the experiences I had In Lux-
embourg which 1 shall never forget
occurred the fArst day that I spent
there., I had traveled all night and 1
was feeling very weak. I came'to a
small wood with plenty of low under-
brush, and picked out a thick clump
of brushes which was not In line with
any paths, crawled In and lay down
to spend the day,

The sun could just reach me through
an opening in the trees above and I
took off all my clothes except my shirt
and hung them on the bushes to dry
in the sun. As the sun moved I moved
the clothes around correspondingly, be-
cause tired as I was 1 could take only
catoaps, '

That afternoon I awoke from one
of these naps wi'h g start. There were
volee not a dosen feet from me! My
first impulse was to jump to my feet
and sell my life as dearly as I couma,
but on second thought I decided to
look before I leapt. Peeplng through
the underbrush I could just discern two
men calmly choppieg down a tree, nnd
conversing as they worked, 1 thanked
my lucky stars that I had not juinped
up-on my first lmpulse, for I was ap-
parently quite safe as long as 1 lay
where I was,

It thea occurred to me that If the
tree upon which they were working
should hagpen to full in my direction
it would crush me to death! It wus
tall enough to reach me and big enough
to kill me If it landed In my direction
and as I could only see the hends of
the men who were chopping it down, I
was unable to tell which way they
planped to have it fall.

There was this much In my favor;
the chancea of the tree falling in just
my direction were not very great and
there was more than an even chance
that the men would be wise enough to
fell It so that it would not, because If
it landed in the brushes the task of
trimming the branches from the trunk
would be so, much barder,

But even without this feeling of se-
curity, there was really nothing else I
could do but walt and see what fate
bad in store for me. I lay there watch-
ing the top of the tree for more than
an bhour, ‘Time and time agnin I saw it

a refugee In a hostlle country, and
walting patiently to sea which way a
tree was going to falli, whem there
came a loud crack, and I saw the top
of the tree sway and fall almost op-
posite to the place where I lay! Ihad
guessed right.

Later I heard some children's volces
and agaln peeriog through the under-
brush ¥ saw that they hed brought the
men thelr lunch. You can't realize how
I felt to sce them eating their lunch
s0 near at hand, snd to know that,
) Il””‘mluiul.;" esaty
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ting a share, but I did not know
whether they were Germana or not, and
I had gone through too much to risk
my liberty even for food. I swallowed
my hunger instead,

8hortly afterwards It began to rain
and about 4 o'clock the men left, 1
crawled out as fast as I could and
weurried around looking for crumbs,
but found nooe, and when darkness
came | went on my way once more,
That pight 1 came to a river and ans
it was the first time my clothes had
been dry In a long time, 1 thought I
would try to keep them that way as
long ns possible. 1 necordingly took
off all my things and made them into
two bundies, plunning to carry one
lond across and then swim back Tor
the other.

The river was quite wide, but I am »
falrly good swimmer anda 1 figured [
could rest awhile after the first trip
before golng back for the second
bundle.

The fNrat swim wag uneventful. When
I lunded on the other side I drank till
my thirst was quenched and thén
swnm back, After resting awhile I
stnrted across « third time, with my
shoes and severnl other things firmly
tied to my hend. Just about ten feet
from thp opponite bank one of the
ghoes worked Its way loose and sank
In ubout elght feet of water, There
wnas nothing to do but finlsh the trip
and then go back and dive for the
missing ahoe, as 1 could not go on
with a single shoe.

Diving In my weakened condition
was a considernable strain, but 1 hnd to
have that shoe and I kept at It for
nearly an hour before 1 eventually
found It, and I was pretty nearly all
In by that time.

That was the last time I ever took'
my shoes off, for my feet were becom«
ing so awollen that I figured If T took
my shoes off I might not be able to get
them on agaln,

Tuls stunt of crossing the river and
diving for the lost shoe had cohsumed
about three hours, and after resting
some fifteen minutes I went on my way
again. I had gone nearly a mile when
I came to another river, about the
same size as the one 1 had Just cronsed,
I walked along the bank awhile, think-
ing I might be lucky enough te find a
boat or a bridge, but after walking
about half an hour I recelved one of
those disappointments which “come
aoce In a lfetime.” I found that this
river was the one T had just swum! T
had swum It on the hend and was still
on the wrong slde, Huad I made only a
short detour In the first place I would
have avolded sll the annoyance of the
past three hours and saved my
strength and time, 1 was never so
mad In my life at myself as I was to
think that I had not pald more atten-
tion to the course of the stream be-
fore I undertook to cross it, but as a
matter of fact, there’was seally no
way of telling. The river was not
shown on the map at all, <

Now I had to cross It, whereas be-
fore I could have turned 1t. T walked
boldly Into the water, not bothering to
take my clothes off this time, nor did
I ever bother to take them off mfters
wards when swimming canals and
rivers. I found It wus impossible to
keep them dry anyway, and so 1 might
Just as well swim In them and save
time,

All the next day I spent In n forest,
to which my night's travel hud brought
me about 6 o'clock in the morning. I
kept on my way through the wooda
untll daylight come, and then, thinking
the pluce would afford feirly good con-
cenlment, 1 concluded to rest wuntil
night.
~ The prospects of éven a good aleep
were dismal, however, for about the
time the sun's face should have ap-
peared, a drizzling rain begun and I
gnave up my search for a dry spot
which would serve me as & bed., Bome
of the leaves were beginning to fall,
but of course there was not enough of
them to form a covering for t.e
ground, and the dampness seemed to
have penetrated everywhire,

1 wandered around through the
woods for two or three hours looking
for mhelter, but without any success,
for, although the trees were large, the
forest was not deose, and there was
practically no brush or shrubbery.
Consequently one could get a falrly
clear view for some distance, and I
hnew It would be unwise to drop off
to sleep just any place, or someone
would surely happen on to me.

Once 1 came very pear to the ends
of the woods and heard volces of men
driving by In & wagon, but I couldn't
make out just what they were, and
instinct told me I kad better not come
out of the woods, so I turned back.
Here and there small artificlal ditches
had been dog, which at a dry season

would suddenly awake,

more raln, There was not a star In the | Without.
nky, of course, and that made It very

to be on my wuy when ench day with.

my ultimute chances of reaching the
frontier,

me out, but I was almost snre I had
the right direction and trusted to luck.
Thut night I found more rivers, canals
and swamps than I éver found In my
Hife before, but 1 had the good fortune
to stumble on to some celery, and after
my dict of beets it surely was a treat.
Perhaps I's unnecessary to ndd that I
took on n good supply of eelery and
for days I went along chewing celery
like a cow would a cud.

Along towards morning, when 1 sup-
posed 1 had gotten in a fairly good lap
of my journey—perhaps seven or elght
miles—I begun to recognize certaln ob-
Jecta as familiar landmarks, At least,

sized woods and thozzbt I would go| o
looked ra though the sun was golng to
shine and I hoped to get my clothes
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gust, and di gement, too, when an
hour or solater I came upon the exact
place where I had spefit the day before,
and I realized that all night long I had
been circling the very woods I was try-
Ing to get away from. I think perhaps
1 had gone all of & quarter of a mile in
the right direction, but then had loat
my  bearings: entirely, and
found me with nothing
‘The sun, however, did coms out that
day, and I welcomed its warm rays,
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about all In—but I spent a better day | ¥
in the woods than the previous one,
That night the stars came out; 1
located my friend, the North Star, and
tried to make up for lost time. But
when one Is making only seven or sight
miles & day, or ruther a night, one
night lost menns o whole lot, espects

couragements as this were harder to
naturally reduced my welght. At timea | through

things I did, but I always tried to see | under which

whatever It might be, that relieved
the straln of habit and belped to pass
the time away. I think If a man Is

and wants to get rid of it, this trip I

fon. I belleve oven a snake would | well

have been a Godsend to we, ized that
With a name as Irish na mine, it is| About

only natural that 1 looked for goats |1 was

few cows In this country, and the op- | th
portunities for milking them fewer|®

than the cows themselves because they | I heard a
gre housed In barns adjolning the|and for the

their fortunate owners. 1 did hope
that 1 might find a goat staked out
some pince In the flelds, bat in all my
travels I pever saw a goat or a pig,
and only m few cows, Beveral times I
searched nests for eggs, but somebody
always had beaten me to it, as I pever
even found so much as & nest egg.
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take a chance on belng discovered and | people that could not stop
threw myself down for a nap. 1 wns | chose to do so,
extremely nervous, though, throughout | that I was suffering about the worst
that whole day, and would searcely get | hardships any human belng
settled Into a comfortable position and | be ealled upon to endure, but
dore off for a few minutes when, | lnter to find that the best
startled by some sound in the woods, I | ney was made along abou
There were plenty nf vegelables, even
After what scemed like n year or | though they were raw, and these were
more, night fnally came, and with a | Much better than the things I waa
“dud” sky, low-hanging clouds and still | afterwards compelled to eat or,go

Wae frequently hear of men who have
bad, because without the ald of the | lIved for & certaln number of days
stars T had absolutely no way of know- | thelr own resources In the .
ing wihich directlon I was golng, It| 0D & bet or to prove that *he
wan just o case of taking a chance, I |to-nature” theory still has the merits
probably would have heen hetter off if | and will still work. My advice to some
T had simply plcked out a place and | of those nature seekers Ia that If In
stayed there untll the weather (m-|the future they wish to make a real
proved, but naturally T was tmpatient | Bood record, try the litlle countries of
Luxembourg and Belgium with a alies
out food unly lessened my strength and | of Germany thrown In, '
I suppose that during this experi-
ence of mine | made many mistnkes
So 1 left the woods and struck off in | and traveled many Unnecessmry wiles
the direction which I thought was|Which one with a knowledge of wood-
north. I hadn't been at all sure of my | @anship might have avoided and 1
benrings the day before, and s it had | falled to take advastage of many
rained the sun falled eutirely to help | things which would have beas awite
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an they, perhaps, have tever been wel- | proaching a

ally when ench day keeps him from | the distance but
freedom. Such il fortune and dis-| first and munaged to avold tham,

eodure, I belleve, than the actual|from the truin 1 crossed into Bi
hunger, and the accompanying worry | It had taken me just nine dayw

1 was furiously angry with mysell for | which a man
the mistakes I made and the foolish | In two, but considering

something funny about the situailon. | satisfied with

overburdened with a sense of humor | Enter

 § sald It
took would be an excellent remedy | sighteenth day after
for It. Right 'at thls Ume I would |1 entered Belgium, but
have weleomed anything for a compan- | or less guess work.
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I
along the way, thinking that I might |® canal just before daylight.
be able to milk them. There are very | then heading dus
on
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homes und always slertly watched by | belag followed,




