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Our Delivery Sewme

Our wagons are al-
ways at your service
and we will fill your
wants at any time on
short notice. !

. We deliver anything
from a can of spice tq
a barrel of flour. © °

If you are interested
in securing the best
groceries at  right
prices and always dc-
livered prompﬂy, just
leave, or ’phone yo‘ur'
orders here.

Quahty reigns  su-
preme here—but ‘price
is watched very care-
carefully, too. -

We will be pleased to:
have a share of NO“*!
orders.

And we trust that you‘
will pardon us ‘when
we say: “We -believe
that you will be pleas-
ed with our grocernes
and service.?’

Ideal Grocery Co.

Attomey 1} K 'rloud Discusses
‘Validity of Franchise Matter |

HDITOR THE: INTELLIGENCER:
In view of the recently published
pﬂqlnn of Mr. Sullivan thit the wat-
lighting contract made) by the
city council last winter was and 1is
'¥old for the reason that ,t wag an at-
‘tempt to create a bonded'indebtedness
without tho vote of the people and
:Wag therefore in 'violation of cartain
provisions of the constitution of 1895,
At seems to me necessary that I ma!m

..

i

| this statement in order to prevent

misunderstanding as to my position in
the matter inasmuch as he and I were
the clty’s ‘attornegys when that con-
Aract was made and lw fa' now the
Jcity's attorney.

I then thought .and nlill thing that
the city council had the legal right to
make the contract in queption. Mr.
Sullivan's contention seems to bo that
ithe; only ground for questioning the
validity of the confract rests on the
question as to whetbor the agreement
to pay the company for water and
lights from month to month as furn-
ished during a term of years created
8 'bonded indebtedness . within the
‘meaning of the constitution without

| authority from the people go to do as

expressed in an election held for that
purpose. |

‘I clalm mno infallibility of oplnlon.
legal or otherwise.’ {n’ fact, it 1z my
errors and'shortcoming: that help to
keep me humble and sympathetic to-
ward my fellowmen, * @ut I certainly
olight to know' what a 1anicipal bond
iis, for every outstandinyz bord against

g d.w city of Andérson was {ssued dur-

the 12 jJara that I was actual and
qg]va city attorney, except the $8,000
d#Bug of city hall honds, which were
lmed while I was mavor. .

""Phe very fact that noither I nor Mr.
Sullivan nor any other member of the
bar nor citizen of Anderson, it ig fair
to, precsume, for one moment thought
that the making of the contract for
water and lights was creating a bond-

‘L ed. indebtedness within the meaning of
| tho ‘constitution in some evidence as

to how both Iawyers and laymen con-
strued the meaning of “bonded indebt-
| edness,” for not only the l:wyers but
- the laymen know that no bonded in-
Jdebtedness can be created oxcept by a

Brmg Your
Broken Lenses

: We ha\}e ac ﬂblete
Lens - Grinding
Plant. Glasses left:
with us in the morn-
_ing will beready for .
you in the evening. - -

| m
. tu?aptity igsue and sell its bonds for
{.+f the:purpose” of ‘ralsing ‘o’ fund’ with
/}which to perform ~ soms -

|| of the city sign
'Im

majority vote of the electors of the
municipality cast at an election order-
ed by the city councll as a resuilt of a
petition from a majority of the free-
holdérs asking for the, election.

One of the fundamentzl rules of
constructidn is to give to language the
ordinary and common meaning which
the. average man unde—*ands’ by it
:| The generally accept 1 ‘meaning of
eipal bonded indebtedness iz that

municipal
or improvement. The very fact

A T
& fﬁ'ﬁ thie constitution requires.that mu-
1 n cipalitiés ‘shall, on

1 igsuing  bonds,
‘a sinking fund for the:re-
dgmption thereof at maturity,” strong-

ly: supports -that view. ‘T#e average

man, whether o lawyer or a layman,
‘would bo gorely puzzled to see any
necessity for creatlng a sinking fund
to,pay water and light rentals which
are due and payable monthly. i
The necessary. proceduré for issuing
bonds is a8 follows, by way of llustra-
tion: ‘A majoriiy of ihe freehoidprs
alwrituan petition to

icll asKing
.on the. question of issuing’ the

Ry bunds ofthe city to a certain amount

'} for.the purposs of ‘making certain im-

" m;d place.. ' wheth uﬁ,‘ th

ents, as, for instance, paving
. 'The t.ers cist' thelr ballm

" ;| saying’ yos or.mo on'thé guestion’as
i to‘whether, In the first place, may are °ﬂ

favor ofthe paying, and, in
the  cjty,

at an clection be|.

could only he ln my. 1udgment, the
question whether the city should un-
dertake municipal . ownership” and
control of the water and’ lighting 'sys-
tems, or whether the city * council
should make the best conlract possi-
ble with some responsible person’ to
furnish water and lights to the city
and its inhabitants on the most satis-
factory basis that conld be negotiated.
Suppose that question had been sub-
mitted to the voters and a majority
had voted in favor of municipal own-
ership, which would have required
the city to isaue bonds to carry that
into effect. It is possible to concelve
that a majority of the people might
thereupon refuse to vote the neces-
sary bonds. Qranted that such is not
likely to he the case, still it can not be
denied that such is & possibility and|
that an absurd result would follow.
Our constitution is not likely to re-
quire, that which may lmd to' an ab-
sardity.

On the other hand, suppose a ma-
Jority of the people h.nd voted in favor
of, the city. making the best contract
poasibln with some private .concarn to
furnish water and lights. What kind
of a predicament would that -have
placed the city council in? If Mr.
Taylor chould have been - asked to
submit & propesition under such cir-
cumstances he might “have ' replied
that he was not in the market just
then and that when the city council
had tried all other possible contrac-
tors that they might call around to}
see him again if they had not obtained |
what ' they desired. When that time
came, as it certainly would have
come, then he could have submitted
his - proposition.on . terms of his own
choosing and then told the city coun-
cil that the people had already voted
against muhicipal ownership and that
they must accept the contract offered
by him or 1dok elsewhere. Such a pre-
dicamen{ would have deprived the city
council of the strongest leverage thai
it Had to force the most favorable
terms possible, for without the threat
of municipal ownership and control,
which was constantly used by the clty
council in the contract made, the city
would have been under the necessity
of -making that contract without the
least ) competition or preasura in its
behalf.

As tested by common rense, which
Is a very necessary and important
factor in' the_ successful practice of
law as of evary other business, it doea
not seem to me that the making of
this contract .was the creating of a'
bonded indebtedness within'the mean-
ing. of the conslitatlon.  The = men
that made that! constitution: were men
like John E. Breazeale, George | 'H,
Prince, D, H. Ruesoll; J. ML Su.n\raﬁ
4. Perry Qlenu and L. D. Harris, wi’m
'wera: members from' Anderson Coun-
ty, and I do not belleve that they in-
tended to say that the making of a
contract for the furnishing of water
-and lights was g creation of a “bonded
debt” that required a vste of the peo-
ple to ratify. They doubtless meant
Just what the average man under-
stands to be meant by a bonded debt,
namely &' debt created by the eale of
bonds, from the proceeds of the sale
of which some mmmta purmge L]
accomplished.

But Mr, Sullivan thinks thnt the sli-
preme court has already decided that
the making of such a contract where-
by the city merely obligates itzelf to
y a monthly rental for weater and
lights for a term of yoar.is the crea-
tion of such a bonded debt as reguir-
a voto, of the.people to make the
vefers to’

proper. wate

; ing a
f'and Igtt!ng tho' elty f Charles-

: ita uerulcsa .80, 88° to savé it again

{our: ﬁrmer«vcllem thie. city eounuil.
't the ‘hebt-

* (| proposed contract is of tho maturo
of a bond debt (referring to the Char-
leston casg), which can not be created
out the sanclion of the majority
of the qualified electors of ths town,
coasiitution, Att. 8, Sec. 7.” If he and
the other members of the supreme
court were of the opinfon that. that
coptract creatsd a. hundad indobted-
ness it is not likely that they 'would
have used that peculiarlanguage, to
wit: “It may he conceded that * the
proppsed  contrdct s of the nature of
a bonded débt.” To my mind, it was
merely equivalent to Eay thnt for the
:purpose of declding tho, two questions
involved it may be conceded that it
was cerating & bonded-debt, but even
if such were true, and an election was
necessary, then the town' council hnd
authority to order the election and
consequently the contention that it
was without such authority everruled.
In coming to that - conclusion the
court further used this“ langusuge:
‘'Moreover, as the making of the con-
tract is the creation of ' a bonded
debt,” otc,, but that, to my mind,
merely meant, namely, that it may be
conceded for l.he purpose of thi4 de-
cision that the contract was a bonded
debt, and still the congtitutional re-
quiregments as to creating .a bonded
debt had been complied ==tth,
Baut let's congede for the saks of ar-
gument (as the supreme court did
above) that our contract was invalid
at the'time it was made, and then the
question naturally arlses whether the
city and the citizens are now estopped
in fairness and justice from ralsing
that question. Mr, Sullivan came to
the conclusion that they were not, and
quoted the case of Milster vs. Hpar-
tanburg, 68 8."C., 33, In 'support of his
view. That was a case hropMit Ly a
citizen to require the city of Spartan-
burg to collect taxes from a cotton
nili  that ‘had beén -exempted from
ation for a period of ten years by
the clfy council.' I think the Tollows
ing quotation from that' Bamo decision
more in point than the portion quofed
by Mr. Sulllvan, to wit:  “That wmost
serioug question for “eonrt. 1s, did
the inaction and delay amount to nut'h
Iaches as will make the granting of
the petition unjust and Inequitable? If
30, ver may have been the rights
of the petitioners, they should not
now be inforced. In solving th fues-
tion the important inquiries ¢ iy
Wias the delay unreasonable; and (2)
Would its natural result be injury to
the party against whom the relfef is
sought?’ That involves moral ques-
tions that every man can’'anséwer for
himself. Every cltizon has had the
right to go. directly to the supreme
court to have the validity of the con-
tract tested from the very day that it
was signed.. And if that court should
hold that the delay was not unreas-
onable, could it hold that the natural
result of eetting the cobtract’ aside
would not cause injury. to the com-
pany? I ‘hear that the idofepany
spent something’ lke $30,000, in

in ne m.alna. G ol tha
bR ot G
shall’ immediate ly upon acceptance of

Lils. erdinance, o5 5000 ARETERILET.
as’it’ convenlently’ gn. and, within 12
months from accspiance, rnplscé all
water mains of four inches, or 1ess, 1n
diameter, that are now u to Bup-

ply water to fire hydgants with matn§|
not less than six inehes in dlameter,"”
etc. Had the company delayed put-
ting in those six' inch malng up to
this date it counld well have been
charged with indlfference to 'its con-
tractual obligations and that'it would
likely fail to- perform that part.of its
contract within the time specified.

Would .the injury done the company
be entirely compensated for by the
city relmbursing it for the expense
incurred? It is not concelvable that
any fair minded man would be will-
ing to set the contract asidé unless
thie' company” whs'fully compensated
for all moneys expended in improving

it
he’conelusion that the
yalld when m«a«lngﬂ

t lnn}id I will have the

on «of ‘knowing that I’ gave
‘ﬂb!

‘Placed by not less than six inch malng

and only six inch mains shall now be
installed.

The city now. pays $40 per hydrant
ar agaiust 350 under the old fran-
chise; and as the city Is now Teguir-
ed to pay for the water used for sews

erage and sprinkling and other pur-

pos¢s, the isdividusl conaymear oh-
tains his water at tho lowest minl-
mum pozsible.

The clty has the right at any time|

to purchase the entire water plant on

a basig that would be fair and 'just to

the city and company.
The minimium cofsumer of electriz-

ity pays 11 cents per killowgtt hour
with five per cent. discount in ten
days as against 12 1-2 centy’ unde{m the

en

old contract, as I remember.
this was under considerafion the ofil-

cials of the company stated that they

would reduce that, charge to 10 cents
88 500N A8 arrangements could be
made to adopt thet rate’in Spartan-

burg and Greenville, and that Ander-

son would be given the benefit of that
rate though it was s less consumer

than elther qf the other two cities. 1

understand that that rate has been
put in effect.

The city hes the right once In every,

five years to purchase the company's
electrical plant and applisnces in use
fn the city for (furnishing electric
lights and emall power in connection
therewith at the time of the purchase
b Ving a falr an
tgel?:tor, and a scehmo is provided

for arriving at that price if the city

and company can not agree.
the term of the contract is 40 yea

still the city may terminate it in ench
five years thereof by purchesing the

plants of the company.

I think the city counell nagotlaléd
an excellent contract; that no otheér
body of men could have done bettor.
My understanding was that the three
members who voted against thd’ratl-
fication of the contractidid so 'bégauke
they thought it desirable to submit'it
to a vote of the people‘and ‘10t° be-
cause they did not t:ink that the con-

tract was a falr and just one to the

clty. I

gri |
am handlng Mr. Suluun 8 copy
of thla statement before ita publica-

tion.: Had he shown me a-copy of his
opinion  before publication,

mutual Interest’ and liabliity in

ter lead him.

I shall endeavor by every proper
and honorable means to uphold the
validity of this contzact, made by our
clients with our assistancs, as their
trupted altorne?n, and not only on
that account' but for the additional
the people
of Anderson, whont I liave ever strivén
to faithfully serve as n municipal of-
has ficer, ‘ara enjoying -and will’ ‘erjoy the

_'| Iruits of a fair and beneficlal'contract
that probably could not ‘hp dupllmtbd

of their
: 4 miﬂr.
that ‘at
least’ & majority of. the coyncil will
abandon the &ffori to depriva the péo-
ple of the benefitg of that contract as

readon that I belleve that

shonld' they be, deprlmﬂ. reo

an; un‘ M’uctln Kyl pn.&
pasan oonns £

faln 8 ver'; confident hd%:"

soon a9 they shall have had the o
portunity \of studying’ the’ mat
thoroughly 'enough
peudenl. concluaion thereon.

JNO. K. HOOD,

W. W. Long, State' lmt of dem-~

onstration and. director of extension
at Clemson College, advises South
Carolina farmers not to sell or dis-
pose of a bushel . of their cowpeas
this fail, but Instead to buy all the
‘cowpeas they ave able to buy, in or-
der to have the peas to sow ° after
small grain next season. South Car-

reasonable price

PLARS FOR ﬁ T
BELGIAN RELIEF _Hlm

DISCUSSED, YESTERDAY BY|f
COMMITTEE. AT CHAMBER.
OF: COMMERCE

MEETS }sammx

For Purpose of Announcmg Plana
And Putting Them Into

;
Ways and, memu tor reising funds
for a Christmes offering for the Bel-
glan: widows and orphing who have
been left in" destitite ‘circumstanices
by the Nuropedn war were discusssd
at some lelgth yesterday afternoon at
a meeting of -members-of the educa-
tional' committee of, the Chamber of
Commerce. At the meeting, which ‘wad
held ‘at the Chamber of Commerce, buf
a few members of the committes. in-
cluding ouo clergyman, wdre proient,
It waa dntg.dod -to. hold: another mt“t:;
Ing next Saturday. afternpop : !
o'clock, at ‘Which time a committec,
which was named yelterduy “after-
noon, will ‘suggest plans™ for going
about the ralslnig of this fund.
Present at the meeting yesterday.
aftornoon were Messre, E. Mc-

Pork,perpound :scmuq?

; -.All.'othm'in Woponim,
flsmmtolﬁapmda" g

L

Cants, superintenden
schools; F. M. Bulmett, secrétary of
the Y. M. C. A.; P. H, Whaley, secre-
tary. of the Chamber of Commerce; M.|'
M. Mattison, Dr. A. L. Smethers and |
the Rev., J; H, GibboneyA rector of
Grace church. The Rov. Dr. W.
Fraser,

of the city

H,
pastor of the First Presbyier-

which
.every, consideration of courtesy s:;d

(-
premises required, I would have tried
to sdave him from the unhappy plight
Into which he has let his' extréme par-
tisanship throughout this whole mat-

‘teach an inde-

ian ehu.rch telephoned his'regrots that
he was lndlspbudd and ' could not come
out ' to'the. meeting, while the Rev.
Dr. J. F. Vines, pastoy of the Firat
Baptist church, sent a lat@r atdtin
that he was out of the city and regret='
ted ‘that h6 could not attend.
Varlous platis weréd suggested at the
meeting for raising a fund for the Bel-|*
glans. Mr. Burnet announced that he
woulll give the m of the open-
ing dey at' the unt motion’ pié- ¥
turae 'theatre, or 'thé procesds of the
day: performance. In order' to make
the attendance as large as possible

procure a series of picturés enmcln

ly pleasing to children and have'ths |
matter called to the atténtionof the}
school’ l:hll'ﬁ.ren of! the" city by their |
teacliers; The Rev,

conttibuted env ‘lonep ]
dl trib &m
stributed by

thelr: mmlﬂas EsYe. an. off
goms Xing

“Atter o thorough d.].ucuulonn ot U}
d init" s
Ealtta Somilelidk of Marstar Whale |

bobeldk Bgturday. afternoon . at. 3
le!m

be sent to ﬂ:.q pasforsjof every church'

and ugberln.tenﬂenul or ‘avery’ Bnhm
school' in the county urslns them-to |
at.tend tn‘la maatlns. :

that day, 'he suggested that he wou_(l? .

e g b8
forward with a aumtinn L

wmﬂd %Tﬁﬂt?:zw bo“ot!r'
"seé ‘members; of |
moa

‘of Mesat
°| o¥e ‘Burnett’ and- Glb%:onef to map ant i
e program for’ the meeting’ which' will

In.the mml.u?e lettars- wlll i

nghts

Ofmmnm Ampmm "

olina lands will be incal.lxnllblr Am= fooo

proved by such = prucllce, accord- |
ingto Mr, Long.

: Enennnxlng Teports

itions, of the

gﬁqg sown' than .‘5?

before 1

‘live-atshome' cam

The Charlesu..- "_
tern 'Carolina Railw

JI' -‘f" ,'»

k‘i
will:sell, cheap E Hfﬁiﬂm

tickets account...ofsuﬂl&-;_

are ren.eluu;
Clemeon’ Collége ' from 'the county|
demonstration agents. . In most &ec-
T, when.ﬁ__,'dll:
) ry of those sectibns.  Clemson's
| ngents’

‘draln’s

|liave " ‘deer “conducting” a|!#!
paign YOI
m&m_rdncatbhmmkol:’l: %

Baag\%'c.%ﬂash;t
iy Ewniw .
A ht}nd.rad or. mure ot l?g...

thing, representing’. Dmﬂml:r
in the coun

nﬁﬂ 1d'Chiqiola* Indua halt:in.
<3 -#esalon ~for, ‘amplified

ww-
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