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STEEL RIBBONS.
dBYlZI\;(J!;SIS—The 3 of Hearts E:ea the
“death-sign" ) by neca
Triue in the pri at’éq L?'r of véengeance
which, through ‘the agendy. -of his
dgdughter Judith, a woman of violent
passions like 'His “'own, he Wages
against Alan Law. son of the man
(now dead) who was unintentionsally
responsible for the ° accident which
rendered Trine a @ helpiess ‘cri ple.
Alan ig in love with and is in

loved by Rore, Judith's twin aud
double, but in all else her opposite.
Judith vows to compasd Alan's death,
but under dramatie circumstances lm
saves her life and so, unwillingly wins
hér love. Thereafter Judith iz by turns
actuated by the old hatied, the mew
tove, and jealousy of her nlster Roser,
She earns her father’ distrust ana Is
left behind by him when he journeys
West, taking Rose with him, In order
to lure Alan away from New York.
Alan pursues, Juditi accempanying
him agoinst his wish, and succeeds
:;Jeuuing Rose from Trine's speelal

o
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T—LIGHT ENGINH:

Toward the clodéiof that summer's
day it was the whim of that:  anch-
manger of theatrigals -who men
call fate to stage an anticlimax fn
the midst of & vast and Hily éxpan-e
of desolate middle western country—j.
a rud® and rugged disk of earth
which boasted no human tenan
within the circle of its far-reaching
horizon and was bicepted, not neat- |
ly, rather irregular, by the flowing
double line of steel ribbons which
marked  the rairoads”'#ight' of way
over the old SBanta Fe trail.

B0 much for the stage: the light
effects were provided exclusively by
the crimson and purple and gold of
a portentious sunset; the propertics
employed were simply a special train
and what is known as a light engine.

It was the engineer of the light en-
gine who- started the trouble, After
bringing his monster to a full pause,
he turned upon his passengers and—
not witirout plausible excuse— vio-
lently indicted Mr. Alan Law for
abuse of his and his fireman's trust-
fulngss. This'the sald fireman (climis
ing (forward aver !hé tender) vig- |.
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& phrase of well-meant- agvice
passing.

“Come along, you nhnplel.onﬂ v
l¢as yoif want {0 be shot down where

advice, ds
immediately, as resentfully. Judith
Trine was little before him at the
steps ‘of the Pulman: Mr. Law had
already assisted Rose aboard. Mr. |
Barcus ungraciow. - gave place to
the lady; his ingreiwr -~ chivairy sore-
1y strained by bull . thst kioked
rnlamong the ballast yuund: his feet.

Mr. Barcus heaved a heartfelt sigh,
sat down heavily on a camp chair,
and mopped his heated brow, watch-
ing the lights of the locomotive drop
swiftly Into the gloaming.

“If any of those guys,” he assur-
ed Mr. Law presently, “could hit a
E;m I:Jl wouldn't be proving myself

e glddy ass I am by sticking to your |- .
ill-starred - fortunes. There wouldn't |Observation platform Barcu -didn't
be any to stick to, because you'd haye | koW, but he could readily believe
been snuffed out long, long ago—with that the lovers had just indulged in
all the chances they’'ve had to blow |Some especially provoking: and long-
your fool head off, point blank!”. drawn-out caress.

CII—PULLMAN, He overhauled

“Come Inside,! Law suggested, “and | soon,

introduce me to'the hrakeman. I pre- | have hnd her. sister by the throat—if

E}:me [I've got to fix thinge up with her purppse had nof. beenrto throw,
m—

“If thére's reall,y any doubt in yom'
mind as to that," Barcus szid, rising,
dmt mind m!l.l.ng you _you're

rI
gg paused as Alan entered the car
hafore him and wni grealad by a

rl
stered gq or e Pulm
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Judith Trine was no sure index
ber inward humor—unless, that is, it
might be taken Lo indicate the direct
contrary of its semblance; though
even, this' was no reiiable rule. Re-
minding himself of this, he therefere
inventad ® 'morbid interest in anoth-
er magazine,

#or all her exasperation, Judith
| contained herself longer than might
haves been expected, ' Her contlnued
show of placidity, indeed, lulled Bno
cus into » dangerous féeling of se-
curity, He was roused by the sudden
flight of a magazine across the car,
missing his head by ~ bare two inches,
and the bang of a chair overturned
by Judith as slie fdmped up and flung
herself furiously toward the door.

Just what ' had happened on the

-

Jndlth none too |

gocud. Happlly, he mh;:.: ::!nc;: oln
is feet gs h on o al-
vefore b {e{l Hd grasped the situa-
; hie Hia' grigped her—had seized
her srml and drawn them forcihly he-
Mifid her back at the same time
swinging her round and endeavoring |
Benecs‘ m“ "helpi¥ss in his fi|t0 Propel her hack through the door-
valid chair,” thus celebrated his in- | V3%
troduction  to the young man whom 1

effect thet the outward bearing of Mi « i
to

In another momeént she would |

Roso_bodily overboard, as'Barcus sus- |

auds.. .. ..Bpt you never can tell

ui o womn + ++1 bet a dollar
lve made a hlilhcring ass of mysell
—letting her loose at aln?”

He took his doubts aft, communi-
cating them to Alan and Rcse;

And His long conference with Alan
and Rose on thie dbservatipn platform
afforded Judith ample oppertunity in
which undetected to suborn the train
crew to treachery,

Whather she did or no, this is what
happened in the course of the next
hour: the Speclal was forced to take
a slding to make way for the Cail-
fornia limited, eastbound: and when
this had passed, the engine of the
special coughed apologetically and
pulled swiftly out, leaving the Pull-
man gtalled on the siding.

III—HAND CAR

wh eloquence may not be translat-
ed in print—"c¢an you beat it7" -

“Not with this outfit,” Alan admit-
ted. gloomjly,

“All" the same, we can’t atop here
“likkle bumps on a log, waiting for :hat
,gtu;g of thugs to gall up, in the lg.u
-enging and cut our blessed thrba

Mr. ?..aw answered this unnnnwe.

‘able conteution _only wl{.]h o fshmz'T
{{Then, ste ping out on the forward
‘platformy l:‘l,: the Pullman, he cast 'a
‘hopeless éver the landscaps,

|l He lowered his gaze tg the tracks
iand siding—and ,started sharply.

i, “Eh—what now?" Barcus inquired,
iwith {nterest,

4 "Bonm J.hmriul tody has. letL an

“Welll"™ Mr. Barcus broke a silence |

just as Alan was about to advocate
leaving the tracks and taking the
hang ear with them, to clear the way
for the train, its rumble began to di-
minish, grew less and beautifully less,
and was stilled.

"What do you make of th&t?” Alan
pau d’ acrcsy the racking bar,

e obvious,” Barcus returned.
“The freight hus taken the siding to
walt for some other through train to
pase, We'll have to look gharp and
be. resdy to jump."

The grade became & trace more
steep; the car moved with less reluct-
ance.

“Let go“ Alan advised; "it'll coast
down the balance of this incline—
and we'd better save cur strength.”

But they had harely regained their
breath and mopped the streaming
sweat away from- their eyes when a
secoad whistle, of a different tope,
startled both back to their task.

Catching the eye of Harcus Alan
nodded despairingly.

“Afraid it's all up with us nuw." he
groaned; - “that. sounded preclsely
like -the ‘whistle of the light engline.”
* A little grace was - granted them,
however, through the -clrcumstango
(as they. afterward discovdred) that
the: -light engine haZ. stopped at the
| siding - long enough,- tu eouple up
Trine’s Pullman, .

It was fully a quarr.et of ‘an- hour
before the growing rumble of the.lat-
ter. wagned the trio'.on the hand car,
just as it ‘gained ;the. -end of the
xruie mﬂ aﬂlr’ued luol! t.n a level
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far as the next town.

So that it ‘was not more than ten
minutes before Rose was settled to
rest in guch ¢omfort es the caboose
afforded, while Alan and Barcus sat
with its doorwday end smoked.

Neither ' he nor any other aboard
the freight suspected for an Insiant
that in the box car next forward of
the caboose, n woman in man's cloth-
ing lay purdu, now and agein chuck-
ling Impishly te herself in anticipa-
tion of the time and the event ghe
was biding with such patience as she
could muster,

The whistle of a locomotive aver-
taking the frelght sounded the signal
for her to take actlon on har cherlsh-
ed plan.

Rising, she glanced out of the spen
doGr. A curve in the track helow the
freight, laboring un a steen gradc, en-
abled her to catch a glimpse of a
headlight, followed by a sgtring of
lighted windows, indicating a single
car: the speclal, beyond a doubt.

Without hesitation, sinee *he train

Aas not running at gpeed, she dropped

out to: the ballast, whepled Spinartly
about, caught the handbar at the cnd

of the bax carl 29.1t pased and awuug.

herself up between it and the caboose.

Climbing to the top af tho jbox car
slie peered keenly tlirough the gloam-
ing, which was not yet so dense (iat

she might not d ncer twg heads pro-
truding from 1§ winlgw of e fapbs)
‘clal's engine, ¥

‘8he turned and paer_ed ahead., The
ight was approaching a trestle um_t'

he had never before seen but whose
iife he had schemed to take thess
many yéars,

Alan made no effort to rspond but
listened with his head eritically to
one- side and an exusperating expres-
slon of deep interest informing his
countenance until Mr. Trine whg out
‘of-breath and vitriol;: when the young-
‘er man bowed with the slightest
‘shade of mockery in his manner and
waved a tolerant hand to Barcus.

“He has, 'no doubt,” Alan inquired,
"hiur' own private cell sboard this

as, sph!” Bardus' agreed, npa:.n;

the. :ﬁmu of his apparent caste|
md color. Aint ;lat de troof?’ he
nlmukle e il

alg a’ mAlnn 8.
;Efo v&éﬂ‘ﬁ%’ TS yau please.”
o ¥as o sah V) Barcus  replied, with | o
nlmbls 3 acrity m:in;;tha ‘back of ]

" 'chigfr ‘andi swinging it ¥
romw up.ﬂ:ailengu: of the W

slionlde b7 him, wear-|" i
lng & :mnan and forb dmi ‘counte-| ¢ §-
nance, and flung hersel! into  the
ﬂrnrlng Toom, where her father was,

“Btorm nl:n:l " mhuded Mr. Barcus.
“What pouused our dear friend .to
bring “that tigress along, I'd llks tol
know? He might as well have load-
‘ed _himself down with o _five-gallon
nltrozlycerin." *

“The cause of her temper was not
hrtouek' at the ftar end of the car
‘Alan was was boading solicitously  over
e’ cligly in “which ‘Rose. was resting.
One-of his arms was " ‘her shoul-1 &
:l;rhller uea wag! lifted’ mmntlr it

£ “‘;,',, roul; b#:,r

-
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of the
laced and drowned it out.
. releasing 3 hgrl-

apnnnedl

«'In

k- already
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board, -
That it had -been constructed of
more solld stuff was abundantly prov-
ed by the shower‘of timibers, splinterg
and broken fron {hat ralded about the
heads of the ives,

. For .all that, the gods mmiled upy
lhem for thelf gourage: they eecmoz
Wi out B acntel: -.;

i

" {To be continued.)
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