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KIITY OF COLERAINE,
An Losutiful Kilty one morning was trlpping
With n pitohor of milk from the fair of Cul-
ernino,
When ehio saw mo sho stumbled; ho piteher
it tumbled,
And all tho sweet bultermilk watere 1 the
plain.
**Oh what sl all I do now? 'twas looking ut you,
nowl
Hure, suro, such a pitelier I'll ne'er moot
nzain!
"P'was the pride ¢f my dairy.
Clonry,
You'er sent as a plaguo to the girla of Uole-
raine,”

Oh Parnoy dMe-

1 sat down boside her end gontly did chide
lher,
That such o misfortune ehould give hersuch
paing
A kiss then 1 gave her, and ere 1 did Jave her
Bho vowed for such plessure she'd break it
sgain.
'I'was baymaking seagon, [ eant tell the
rangoly—
Mirfortunes will never come s nglo,tis plain;
T'or very woon after poor Kitty's disaster
Tho dovil » pitcher was whole in Coleraino.

Sister Elizabeth,

Nothing is more morlifying to a person,
especially if that indwvidual is & maiden
lady of thirty-five, than the consciougness
that others begin to consider her toe old for
the society of young people. It isa “laying
on the shelf™ that is by no means agreeable,

Al lenst, such was my feeling ag I glaneed
at the invitations to a little moonlight ex-
cursion on the Iake, which were handed in
by John, while we were seated by our cosy
brenk fust-table in Snow Cottaze one lovely
morning in June, ‘I'he note was directed
to Miss Lottie and Miss Cornie Whitlaker,
not addressed, f8 previous envelopes had
been, to the Misses Whittaker, which wonld
of course, include Elizaboth Whittaker,
spinster.  The last word I announced al-
most andibly, with a bitter sinile, which at-
tracted the attention of my pet, Cornie,
who snid tenderly—

“18ister Elizabeth, does your head ache
this morning "

How my heart yearned over that favorite
slater of nine, the very uaonge of her lost
futher! We were now laying aside the
sible robes worn for three yenrs in token
of our logs; but it scems to me that Tshould
always wenr the ealm gobertintsof *‘accond
maining,” and in my inmost soul the
memory of that idolized parent would ever
be enshrined. i

My own mother I ennuot remember; she
drooped and faded while I was an infunt;
and my stepmother, kind and indulgent as
she ever was to me, was not one to cal
forth the ardent affection which but few
had power toawaken in my heart,  Gentle,
dignified and reserved, she had begneathed
these same charactenstics o her eldest
child, the golden haired Lottie.

But Cornie was like our father, the same
buoyaut spirit. strong will, and impulsive
affection, the same dark, curling hair, and
eyes of laughing blue.

I thought of all this as I watched her
fondly on that June morning, and recalled
how I had been a second time orphaned
when her mother was taken from us fifteen
years ago,  Since that time, when Cornie
was four years old, she had been to me as
wmuch a daughter as n sister,

Lottie, who was five years her senior, had
always been so self-reliant and womanly
that I conld never regurd her ag needing
that Joving watchfulness that onr younger
gister seemed to require; and the relation
between us could never be so tender and af
fectionate. j

As T reflected thus long after we had left
the breakfast rvom, and were seated in our
little morning parlor, I reasoned with wy-
self that it was but natural that I should be
omitted in the plans for enjoyment formed
by the young people of Caldwell. The*
mothers were not invited with the danghters.
Why should I expeet to go with Cornie,
my sister child?

These reflections made me more calm
and content, and I could bid my sisters
a smiling adien when they left ine early in
the evening. )

Cornie came back to give me a sccond
kiss, and whispered, “I wish you were go-
ing, too you old darling!™

YOldI" I repeated to myself,
that is the word,”

And that night I looked more attentively
than was my want mto my mirror, aud
tried to realize that I deserved the epithet,
But 1 saw no threads of silver in my dark,
heavy bralds, and but few Hues of care on
my fair, brond forchead. Anyhow, my
heart felt young, and with a sigh I tried to
realize that I must aceept the position in
which of necessity I was placed.

The next morning my sisters were enger
In thelr rceitals ot the charming wallke and
the delightful sall by moonlight, There
had been a pleasant company,

HOh, Elizabeth|” enld Cornie, ‘“lo you
know we saw an old friend of yours? And
he is coming to ¢all on you to-dny,"

“An old friend of minet” 1 queried,

*Yes,” Lottie replied, *'Mr; Loflus; he
Is visiting at the Arments', and has just re-
turned from a long foreign tour,”

“Will Loftus!” I exclalmed,
posaiblei”

I felt the warm blood tingling in my
cheeks as if I had been only fifteen, instead

. of five and thirty.
calling the long-vanighed summer, and how
often I used to see my boy lover, since lost
sight of for many years, Ours had been

“Y‘_UR,

“Is it

Memory wna busy re-’

and I had seen bim 10 more.  Yet, forlish
a8 it may have been, T had always kept one
corner of my hear} sacred to his name, and
it was with o strange thrill that I heard he
was agam near e, and that 1 soon should
sce hin,

That day he ealled with his friend, Harry
Mills. e wag a tall, fine-looking man,
polished, refined, nnd faseinating in his
manners, 1 eould hardly identify him with
the slender youth that 1 had  ence known;
but he referred so gracefully to our former
acquaintunee, and  expressed  so  much
pleasure at renewing the intercourse so sud-
denly interrupted, that 1 felt at perfect
eise.

How pleasant were the days thnt follow-
e, Wo ealled each other “Will” and
“Lizzie” in the most friendly way, and
Lottie : nd Cornie scemed already to regard
him in n very'sisterly manner.  We read,
walked and talked together, and night after
night his '»ep, rich voice wonld neeompany
those of .y sisters, while T played the old
familiar tunes upon the piano.

L fancied that iy own voice might have
lost n little of its early sweelness, and 8o
didd not attempt to join the others, whose
melodies were so hnrmonious,

Severnl other invitations were gent as
Al yore, to the Misses Whittaker, and [ was
fast forgetting that 1 was an old maid when
at an evening party, 1 overheard the envious
and il natured remark—

‘YJust seo thal  Blizabeth  Whittaker,
What youthful airs she does put on!  Try-
ing to cateh Mr. Loftus, I dare say.”

How those w rds rang in my enrs long
nlter the li zhts, the musie, and the dancing
were shat out, and 1 was alone in my own
rov.r.  dlow 1 eateclnsed myself, and tried
Lo renson with my poor, foolish heart. Yes,
[ hud been trying to look young, and had
appropriated Will's attention as a muatter of
course,

Whant right had [ to monopolize his time?
Was it not far more likely that he would
chonse Lo. ic or Cornie—ifl indeed he were
Lo pay court (o any of us? Iiven this was
by no means certaing he might go again as
suddenly as he had come; and T was startled
to find what a sad void his departure would
make in our cirele, and still more in my own
heart,

“Ah, Elizabeth, Elizabeth,"t T solilo-
quised, “take warning ere too Inte!"

The next morning I rose with a new ro
solve firm in my mind; 1 would not yielkl
to the sweet delusions of love—would not,
noasked, give my heart.  The world should
no. have cause to lnugh at the silly foolish-
ness of an old mad.  Steengtened by these
purpnses L was belter fitted Lor the trial that
awaited me,

That very day Will Loftus eame, and in-
quired for me alone. I enught a quick
glance nassing between Lottie and Cornie
us I lett viae room, and there was a more
rapid pulsation nt my heart as I entered the
coul, dim room where he*was seated.

‘ailizabeth,” he said tenderly, as he took
my hand, *do you know what a priceless
trensure I have come to psk? I hardly dare
be so bold, and yet ‘faint hieart never won
fair Jady’ and 1 must not lose my courage.”

“How very timid he has grown!” I
thought. “Can he not see that he has but
to speak to wing”

I smiled assuringly, and he proceeded.

‘Do not think me precipitate in my af-
fection, thongh the asequaintance has heen
80 brief, for I cannot be mistaken in my
feelings, and only wait for your permission
to offer my hand to your pet sister, Cornie.
You stand in the place of a purent to her,
and therefore I ask your consent.”

Ah, Will, Willl Tt was well you could
not read my hearl just then!

With a mighty eftort I choked down a
convulsive sob, and replied that he had my
full, free permission; aad adding that L
would gend Cornie to him directly, left the
room, a sadder and wiser woman.

There is not much to add. Cornie's love
was alrerdy giverd to the handsome man so
recently a stranger, and a very few months
later she beeame his wile.

Lottie was the fair and stately Lridesmaid
while I witnessed with a maternal compla-
cency the ceremony which united the des-
tinies of the oply man I had ever loved and
my child-sister, Cornie,

Peace and, conlentiment were my guar-
dian angels that night, and with o serenity
both sincere and unaffected I returned the
kiss which the bridegronm gave me, ns he
sud, tenderly and gently, “‘Sister Eliza-
beth !

The Kolunoor enrl,

The past season in the Miami Ruver,
pearl fisheries was signalized by the discov-
ery of an agatized pear), weighing forty-
six and abalf grains, The groundwork is
beaygifully agatized with the pearly irides-
cencoe shining through, It is the only
pearl of the kind in pearl history, a history
which dates back at least two thousand
years, for the Ceylon flshery has been
known for quite that length of time. Be-
ing the firat of its kind, its value ean not be
estimated. It is singular too, that It was
found embedded in the flesh of the mussel;
all others taken from this river were found
between the flesh and the shell, or imbeded
in the shell, The pros:g.tion of this indus-
try is due lmgely to Mr, Isracl Harvis, o
banker of Waynesville, Ohio, who has al-
rendy ncollection of over a thousand Miami
pearls of all sizes and values, some of them
of odd and irregular forms, Bome resem-
ble human hands; one is a small shell Lo
which a coating of pearl has been added.
118 Intest important acqulsition, tho agat.
Ized pearl, he calls the 'Kohinoor.”

Wl:;n.
When eabers are rusty and spades are

“Igland,

Bkating.

accomplislunents of the Northern heroes,

complaing, though he could fight, ride,
swim,, glide nlong the ice on skates, dart
the lance and row, *‘yet a Russinn nwid dis-
duing me.”  In the “Edda” this accom-
plishment is singled out for special praises
“Then the King asked what that young
man could do who accompanicd Thor,
Thialfa, answered, that in running upon
skates he would dispute the prize wilh any
of the countries.  The King owned that the
talent he spoke of was n very fine one.”

chapter on the Snakes of Treland, tells us
that skates were made of polished ivon, or
of the shank bone of a deer or sheep, about
u fool long, flled down on one side, nnd
greased with hog's lard to repel the wet.”
These rough-nnd-ready bone skates were the
kind first adopted by the Foglish: Tor Fitz-
slephien, in his deseription of wnusemeyls
ol the Londoners in his day (temp  Ienry
IL), tells us that ““when that great fen that
washies Moorfields at the north walls of the
city is frozen over, great compuaics of
Young men go Lo sport upon the ice.  Some
striding as wide as they may, do slide
swiftly; some better practiced on the ice,
bind to their shoes bones, ns the legs of
some beasts, and hold stakes in their hunds,
headed with sharp iron, which sometimes
they strike against the ice; these men go ns
swiltly as doth a bird jn the nir, or a bolt
from u cross-bow.” ‘I'hen he goes on o
suy that some, imitating the fushion of the
tournament, would start in full carcer
agninsl  one another, armed with poles;
“they meet, elevate their poles, attuck and
strike ench other, when one or both of them
tull, and not without some bodily hurt,”
Specimens of these old hone skates are oc-
casionally dug up in feany parts of the
There ure some in the British
Museum, in the Museum of the Scottish
Antiqunries, and probably in other collee-
tiong, though perhaps some of the “linds”
are not nearly as old as IMitzstephen’s day,
for there seems to be good evidence that
even in London the primitive bone skate
wits not entirely superseded by’ implements
of steel at the latter part of last century,
Mr. Roach Smith, I*, 8. A., deseribing one
found about 1839 in Moorsficlds, near
Iinsbury Circus, in the boggy soil peeuliar
to that distriet, says that “it is formed of
the bone of some animal, made smooth on
one side, with a hole at one extremity for n
cord to fasten il to the shoe. At the other
end n hole is also drilled herizontally to the
depth of three inches, which might have re-
ceived a plug, with another cord to secure
it more eflectuanlly.”
e N e
Kallrond Iuncidents,

*{0h, that's nothing,” facetiously re-
marked Carpenter, *“Jule Parker once told
ma about his ranning afler two full grown
bucks on a Southern railrond.” Parker
was a chivalrons, dare-devil Soutnern en-
gineer, then running the lightaning expresscs
on the Eastern Division of the Erie. e
snid,” Carpenter went on to relate, “that
the pair of bucks suddenly bounded upon
the track from a thick wood, and so fright-
ened were they by the roar of the approach-
ing train they started down the track not
more Lhan twenty feet in wront of the en-
gine. Parker put on all the steam his hoiler
would make and earried his train along at
a break-neck speed, but in spite of his
fireman's efforts he could not turn his
drivers fast enough to overtake the fleet
deer.  Ile never said how fast he was
running at the time, but we know the man
and when he told that he was going at
‘brenkneck speed’ we ean imagine some-
thing about 1t The road was a splendid
onefor speed. It was mostly new, the bed
was in prime order, but notwithstanding

his engine chawed up fuel as .fast as his

flreman could feed it v her, he could not
run the deer down. It looks astounding,
but he said he fiunlly chased them after a
run of ten miles into a village. There they
left the track, ran up and down the streels
a8 wild as cows, and scared the people into
spagms, but before doing any serious harm
were shot and captured. Parker said he
greatly enjoyed the venison steaks that
were afterwards presentesl to him by an
old bootmaker, sixty ycars old, who was
the lueky shot.”

“d you ever hear ‘Hughey' William-
son tell of his adventure at- Washinglon-
ville on the Newburg Branch?” asked Car-
penter.  Williamson is another know-no-
danger runner, and is now on the road.
Fisk sclected him, because of his conrage,
to run the Clueago relief train, **Well,”
he went on to say, ‘‘that was a rarity, one
that seldom occurs. Willinmson was in
Newburg when he was telegraphed to run
to Greycourt to assist pulling a big six-
wheeler on the track that had run off
a switch and couldn’t get back herself, ng
they sometimes do, you know. Of course
time was an important thing, as the en-
gino that was off blocked up the westward
‘bound main track, 1le slarted from New-
berg with nothing but his cngine, and,
having a clear track, you cant just bet he
flow, Ile left the rails echoing behind like
& never ending water-full.  The station
agent at Vail's Gate rushed to the door
wild with fright thinking it was » runaway
enging, nobody on it. At Salisvury Milla
the population of .which village is but a
fow feet from tho track, the people rushed
out of their houses utterly dismayed and
uonble to believe their own eyes. They
thought it was a speetre, which they could
not deseribe, so suddenly did it appear and
as quickly vanish again from sight. Over
the Washingtonville flats the gait wus so
rapid, the telegraph poles looked like
blades of grass, they were so thick, After
turning the curve of the Washingtonvil'o
station, ‘Hughey’ espied a hand-car full
of track hands, rails, tools and forth, They

cluded that he could not stop in time, so
he only blew his whistle to warn the men
to jump off. 'There wero a dozen of 'ain,
and they had a wonderfully narrow cecape,
He pleked up that hand-car, rails and all,

tions,

time, instad of plercing every part of 't

Frequent allusions oceur in the oid North-
ern poetry, which prove that proficiency in
skating wus one of the most highly esteemed

One of them, named Kolson, boasts that he
is master of nine accomplishiments, skating
being one; while the hero Iurold bitterly

Olaus Magnus, the author of the famous

had no sign of a flag out, and did nol ex-
peet anything along.  He immediately con-

and Aent ’em flyin’ in the air in all direc-
A low hand-car with raila on it
rolnting at you Is the most dangerous thing
you can possibly hit, but the ralls ,uhiq_

o

wheel, hounded over thé smoke-stack and
caime erashing through fhe cab window on
the fireman’s side, who was nearly killed
in his great hurry to get out of the way.
The most of the ear lunded on the frort of
the engine, and before ‘Inghey’ could stop
he had earried it through one of those old
fushioned covered wooden bridges nesrly o
quuiter of o mile off.  In all my experi.
enee," concluded Carpenter, I don’t think
Lever heard tell of such a miraculons es-
cape a8 ‘Hughey’ had,  Ile must have been
going through the awr like an eleetric cur-
rent when he couldn't stop an empty en-
gine hefore hitling suen a  dangerous
thing”
N S
Kilug John of Abyssinln,

King John, of Abyssinia, although only
in his thirty-cighth year, has already proved
hiself o man of no ordinary ealibre, both
a9 n soldier and nosovercign,  He has thrice
clefeated and all but destroyed the invading
forees of Igypt, while at the swine time
making head against the disatfection of (wo
powerful  vassals, - who have siuce made
sulnnisgsion and accepted commands in bhis
ariny.,  Among his immediate attendants is
the Ras Warenin, the conquered Chiel of
the Amhara Provinee, who seenis quite con-
tent with his position at the court of his
congueror. A traveller, who spent some
time with the King in his camp at Am-
baehurn, deseribes him as short in stature,
with small hands and feet, but pericetly
proportioned and possessing preat strength
und endurance, i tinely cut profile, del-
icate wouth and ehin, and nlmost feminine
stunllness of ear, are striking cnough in a
barbaric Afvican chief.  “lfe is grand to
see on his beautiful eharger,” continues the
hareator, ‘‘earrying his spear and shield,
barcheaded and bavefouoted, with only the
greal toe of each foot in the stirrup which
is merely asilverring.  He is a splendid
shot, and very foud of fire arns,  ilis do-
meunor is extremely simple, being entirely
devoid of the bonstiulness and vanity that
distinguish most ‘savage’ priuces; and hic is
naturally of- a studious disposition, well
read in the laws of Ethopia, and of remark-
able temperance and picty ol life.” King
John's censeless netivity and wonderful en-
pacity for business reeall tha popular de-
seriptions of Irederick the Great, to whose
personal habits his own are in sone points
closeiy akin. e rises every morning at 3
und reads the Pealms of David by candle-
light for two hours. Then comes church,
aiter which he holds his court of justice for
several hours, often before tasting food,
The rest of the day is divided between State
aflnirs and the native sport of gohacks, a
sort of juvelin-throwing, like the Moorish
djerid. 'The evening hours nre spent in
study, and by nine he is in bed, as befits

such an early riser.  The King's ordinary
dress is the simple native Zaurie o1 white

blanket, with a crimson stripe along the
left side.  These are the symbolical colors
of the Abyssiniun Churel, the white typify-
ing the innocence of our Saviour, and the
crimson His atoning blood. The King pro-
feases great friendship for England, and has
placed a translation of the Queen's letter to
bi iu every church of his Kingdom. Ono
of this model ruler’s London agents was the
late well-known publisher, My, 1enry 8.
King, in whose store on Cornhill the auto-
graph of *‘John King, of Ithiopia,” is still
Lo be seen,

| —

A Valunble Sheop Dog.

Jacob Steffen, butcher at the corner of
Guorgin and Marin streets, Vallejo, Cal.,
has a dog of the Scolch shepherd breed,
for which he was oflered fifty head of sheep
and refused the oifer.  The canine is about
twelve years of age, and can drive n tlock of
sheep equal to any two men. The other
night word was brought tothe buteher-shop
that a number of sheep belonging to Mr.
Steffen had broken o t of their corral near
the sluughter-honse on the Napa road and
strayed into the tules.  The men in the
shop did not like the idea of having to get
out carly in the morning to hunt the stray-
aways.  Nig, the dog, was lying on the
floor with onc eye on the men and enrs
pricked up. After the men had finished
talking, the animal rose upon his feet,
stretehed himselfand walked out of the shop.
Early the next morning two of the boys
went oul to the corral Lo look for the sheep
but were surprised to find that Nig wds he-
fore them and had all the sheep in the in-
closure, and was lying at the hole where
tiey had gone out.  T'he dog was wet and
covered with mud, as were the sheep, and
cvidently had been out all night, When-
ever Mr. Steffen starts for Suisun after
sheep or cattle, Nig is sent up on the cars,
while his owner rides horseback. The dog
is let off at Pairfield, and always trots to a
certain point on the road, leading from this
city, and waits for his master to come along.
If the magter at any time has passed, tho
dog takes up the scent from the horse's feet
and hunts around until the owner is found,

In returning from  Suisan  Mr, Steffen
drives the cattle and the dog the sheep. e
is acquainted” with every turn and lane
along the rond, and always before arriving
neue one of tho turns he runs ahead of the
band to keep them from straying in the
wrong dircetion. . As the feet of the dog
are quite tender, he has a pair of boots that
are put on him before he starts on a return
tip.  Thoe dog is said to be perfectly use-
less for anything but driving sheep, aud
will make friends with alinost any ono,

A Shurp ilen,

A gentleman residont of the 8ixth distriet,
New Orleans, is telling his friends of the
singular and wonderful performance of a
favorite hen of hisa. This hien in one of the
best layers ho has, and his stock of poultry
ig a large one, but for some time she has
manifested a miserly dusire to accumulato
a large number of oggs, and hz{u in many
ways shown her objection to being depriv-
ed of an egg after having laid {t.

About ten days ago it was mnoticed that
the hen would come from the ehicken-house
cuckling, and giving the usual notice of duty
done, hut carcful search for the cgge thus
announced failed to find them. This went
on for a week, and then by an aceident the
point of hn egg was discovered by its projeci~
ing from the soil below the ncsts in the
chicken-house. Investigation brought to
light the cgg, and further search revealed
the fact that six other eggs were concealed

ibe,_eame manner, The dny followin
{ﬂe discovery the lien™ W ed, auﬁ

‘oral (radition, and then by patriotic annal-

What to do with Enow,

Secrape it carcfully from oif your sidewalk
on to that of your neighbor. Ileaping
couls of fire on his head isn't » comparison
to this recipe.

If n woman is straggling through the
drifts, allow one shovelful of snow to hit
her on the head. You will then real-
ize the cupabilities of the feminine tongue,

I there is any snow lodged on the roof,
do not allow it to stny there, orit will make
o beatiful slide when some importunate
creditor calls at the door,

Shovel o very nmrow path.  Make peo-
ple adopt the aboriginal Indian file, Younyg
folks will rise up—but they will not eall
‘you blessed.

Carefully save up as much snow on your
feet ay possible, and stamp it off vigorously
when you step into the front hall.  lHow
your wife will love you for thia.

Bury the hitehing-post and carriage-
bloci deep as your shovel. This i3 necessa-
ry, in orier o prevent people hitching
their horses where they ave no business to.

Drop a big chunk down the neck of |
soine innocent individuvl, e will swear
a little, perbaps,*but he'll have it o answer
for. .

Throw at least one snowball in eourse of
the season.  If not, you muay never make a
business uequaintunee with the ghzier,

What snow you cun't serape froin the
walk, pat down hard, so that it will be as
slippery a8 glass®  You ean have a heap of
fun watching people save themselves from
taking a cold seat.

Shovel o good path arotind the clothes-
yard,  This ndvice is for your very best
good. A woman who hins to shovel a |mt|1I
does it with a broom, st < it to mistake |
a man's head for a tive' .o -3 snow-drifl.

Artificial Dinmonda,

-A Seotch chemist cluims that he has dis
covered the seerel of making artificial din.
monds and that Prof, Lyndall and other
British scicntists, to' whoin he has submitted
some of the stones of his own munufacture
pronounce them pure dinmonds,  I'his is o
slaggering blow it the dinmond market, if
true.  I'he material, enrbon, of which din-
monds chielly consist, is very plemtiful; it
is found in nearly all forms of organic life,
Churconl is said Lo be almost pure earbon;
graphite is carbon with a trace of iron, and
if any one wunts to go into (he business of
manufacturing the precious stones, which
are worth ten times their weight in gold,
the coal mines round St. Louis furnish an
inexhaustible supply of ruw malerial to
wuork on.  Some years ago a Fronch chiemist
did actually succeed in transforming rock
caudy into dinmonds, orrather diamond dust
but as dinmond dust is not the nrticle peo-
ple want, the process fniled to lmve any
practicul valuw, It would be rash to say
thal the pretended discovery of the Scotch
chenust is an impossibility in an age when
80 many strange things are being done; but
it will be at lenst safe (o advise the few
persons who wre thae fortunule owners of
real diamonds not Lo throw them away, nor
to sell them at half prico, until we know
more about the mattor,

e ———r s ———

A Yoar Clook.

Cloff Pilquest, of Pittsburgh, Pa., hus
invented a clock that will run » year on one
winding, when ealled upon the old man ex-
plained that the only advantages it possess-
ed was simplicity and the faculty of point-
ing out the time of day through an entire
year with but one winding up, and it ac-
complishes this feat in this way: Arrang-
ed in a somi-circle are eight powerful
aprings, cach on being wound up eapable
of keeping the juternals in motion for pre-
ciscly six weeks, These are eneased in
eight brazen bands, and through their cen-
tre runs a shaft at «ach end of which ro-
volves a wheel, and there is a conimunicu-
tion between the wheel on the cight shafts.
When one of these springs has become ex-
hausted the apparatus is so constructed that
the uext nearest spring intrusts its foree to
the one just wenkened, and 8o on for all the
cight. A glance through its works revealed
that the conslruction was strikingly simple.
The ticking is hardly anywhere nudible in
the room, and the inventor bragged about
the exnctness with whieh his clock pointed
out the hour of the dny. Consideting his
time and the value of the materinl used in
making the apparatus, he elaimed that this
marvelous picee of mechanism has cost him,
ul the least calenlation $600.

An Anclent Dellonoy.

According to the FFrench nuthor who has
studiecd the history of the queen of vegeta-
bles, the truflle had hecome a favorite dish
in Egypt, long before the time of Moscs,
and tie proof this i to be found in certain
legends which tell of a giand feast made to
celebrate the birth of the infont legislator,
It nppenrs that the menu of this royal ban-
quet has beea preserved, firgt, by means of

ists—down to the present duy, and that the
tubercle in question figures among the
dishes in & very honorably place, It must
not, however, be supposed that the truflles
set before Pharaoh at all resembled the
stunted and diminutive praducta of our
time. Unless some strange mistake hns
been made In the flgures, the weght of
thoge which the elnef butler handed round,
or rather carved, whs sometimes not less
than saventy pounds, and it must have been
a serious and arduous guestion what was
the best method of cooking such a mon-
strous elelicacy. We must descend to the
time of Perlcles and eross over to the land
of Cecrops before we can learn anyihing
cerlain as to the style of cooking adopted
by the anclents, '

The Tirlng Man,

A certain medieal man in Minnesota is
extremely deaf, and at thmes uses an ear-
trumpet, but does not carry one when at-
tending medical conventions, &e, Throe
or four years ago he wus Vice Presldent of.
the Minnesnta Medieal Association, and
oceupied a seat on (he platform by the side
of toe President.  During the proceodings
the time arrived for choosing officers for
the ensuing year, when gome one rose and
nominated Dr. A—, of I.——, The motion
was scconded, tho vole was taken, and he
was clected unanimously, amid a storm of

-

For Young Men at Churel Fulrs.
The following bits of advice, enlled from
the leading mngazines of the day, e m-
tended for the eye of the young man who
Aatends churehfairs: Be pleasant, and smil-
ing, and cheerful,  When they  offer you
the seductive bowl ol oyster-soup, bend
over it, afleet to examine it eritieally, smell
il, then rise up, shake your head sadly, and
with a sweel, suggeslive smile, say, “No,
thank you, I guess not.” This adds greatly
to the happiness  of the silver - haired,
motherly old lady who made the soup, Lie
boldly to the lirst lady who wants you to
tuke n chaneco in the parsonuge-cake,  "Leil
her that you have already tuken two
chances,  "T'his will make it easier for the
next lie,  Then, when she looks over her
list il savs she can’t find your name, toll
her you beught your chances of the other
young lady.  Then, swhen she says she is
the only person selling ehances in this cake,
tell her then it mus: have been in the other
cuke. Then, when she says this is the only
enke they are rafllingon, brace up, loek Ler
right in the eye, nud tell her, ©O yes, you
remember now, —ii must bave been ia the
enke lust yenr.”  She can’t deny this, aml
you ean look trinmphant.  But rememler,
my son, it you stact o thing of this kiud
you will have to keep it up. IF you pick
up any wpretty  little article on the faney
tubles usk the price ol the suwe, and, when
youare told, drop it from your nerveless
fiugers, and, as it falls upon the tloor, ex-

nim o' and leave the audience, o ima-
gine what you are, This never fails to
please the young lady who has chavgs ol
thut table.  She will meation you to hey
friends.  Aflect a pleasant, bat natural and
undisguised, horvor of the tidies, and desig-
nute the worsted work as “stufl,”  Wonder
what the lwmbrequins ave for, and luugh
shorl, explosive, sardonic laugh when the
laddies tell you. 1t some girl Lo sent a water-
color or ou-painting of her own o the fuir,
alleet to mistake the road for a river, and
wonder why people are driving along the
top of the water in a wagon.  Aiso, try Lo
spell out the naine of w botel on the elin-
tree in the foreground, aileeling to mistake

y it tor an old-fashioned swinging country-

inn sign.

Thu *Stono RRoll'"

About two miles north of ITili chureh, in
Pike township, Berks county, Pa., i3 » real
natural curtosity ealled the *'stone roll, -~
Stah Rotl, Itis a large rocky surface,
about 200 feet long and nbout 100 feet high
at the highest point.  This surfoce for
about 50 leet from the hottom is ns smooth
usthe roof of n house, The upper part ia a
litde more uneven, The porition of the
surface I3 a little steeper than the rool of a
house.  Down this surface hundreds of
stones were thrown down, whenee it re-
cenved its namue “‘stah roll.™ It ie supposed
that there are about 10 feel of stones lnying
al the boltom of it, which have been roled
down.  All the loose stonus within about
fifteen ynrds, from the size of a head up Lo
ag large as the people were able to roll them
have been rolled down,  ‘They make a ter-
rible noise rolling down the rocky surface,
and nre generally broken to atoms when
they como down. This place is oflen vi-
sited by the young people of that viemity
on Sundays during the summer season, It
is snid that there was ns high as fifly per-
Bong chere at one time.  The height has
been congiderably reduced, ‘as there were
stones broken off at the top and also filled
up at the bottom, so that the original height
might have been about 120 feel. Since the
loose stones are all rolled down the young
men are trying the experiment of climbing
up.  Only onc is said Lo have suceceded in
getting up last summer.  The following
slory i3 related, which is said to have
Ii.ppened some yearango: A hound wos
alter n fox, the latter ran down the em-
bankment and away. The hound followed,
but was dushed to picees down the steep
Inll,

B Houston's Duel,

In 1826, six miles south of IMranklin,
Kentueky, on the farm of 1L J. Duncan,
two hundred yards from the Tennessee
line, was fought o duel which ereated
widespread  excitement  throughout  the
Union, owing to the reputation of the prin-
cipals,  In 1820, Gen, Smn Houston was a
member of congress from the Nashville
district in Tenuessee, and sending home or
distribution a number of public documents,
he claimed that Curry, the postmnster at
Nushville, surpreseed and failed 1o deliver
them, und denoustced him a scroundrel. Jor
this Curry sent him o chnllenge by Gen,
White. Louston refused to reccive the
message, as he stated, “‘from such a con-
temptible source,” throwing it on the
ground and stamping on it.  Gen. White
suld he was surprised, as no one expected
Houston to fight. "T'o this Houston re-
torted, **Do you try me.” Of course a
chullenge followed from White wlich
Houston promptly accepted. The tevims
and conditions were, “liftecen feet distunce;
holster pistols ; time, sumvige.”  The place
chosen a8 stated, was in Sunpson coauly,
On the 23d day of September, 1826, the
parties met at the designated point with
their seconds.  T'he fuct that a duel was to
be fought had gone abroad, and a number
of persons had seccreted themselves near
the field to witness the affair, a fact un-
kunown to either principlay or seconds.
After the first shots had been exchanged
and White. bad fallen to the ground
the people rushed to the spot. Ilouston
sceing them, and fearing an arrest, started
toward the state line with a view of csenp-
ing.  Gen, White ealled to him, “Gencral,
you have killed me.” Houston then faced
the erowd with pistol still ia hand, and in-
quired if there were any ollleers of the law
among them, and being answored in the
negative he advanced to the side of his late
antngonist and kneeling by him took hishand
saylog: ‘I am very sorry for you but you
kuow that it was forced upon me,” Gen,
White replied, *‘I know it and forgive
you.” White had been shot through just
above tne hips, and to cleanse the wound
of blood the surgeons run one of their old-
fashioned silk neckerchiefs through the
wound. Gen. White recovered from hig
fearful wound as much to the joy of
Houston as to himself. Durlng the wcek

applause, the Doctor rising, clapllln'g his
haids, and waving his humikercl of with
the rest.  When the nolso had subsided he !
tepldent and asked

preceding the duel Gen. Houston remained

at the honie of Banford Duncan, near the |

field, practicing meanwhile with pistols;
Al his temporary home were two belligor-

chiim, in tones of amazement, “\Well, 1]

ariging and preparing for the duel on the
arrival of the day wus 3:40 A, 3, Just he-
fore that hour *Gen. Jackson” barked
beneath the window of his admirer's room,
awakening him. Iouston arose without
disturbing his attending friends, and began
the task of molding bullets with which to
fight General White. As the first hullet fell
from the mold a game-cozk, which he had
adinired senrcely less than be did the dog,
crowded a loud, clear note. Houstor, with
that element of superstition which finds a
place in nearly every wmind, nccepted the
eurly  eetings of his friends as a happy
ome., vl marking the bullet one side for
the Cotaul the other for the ehicken, mado
up hi mind that his pistol should be loaned
with it, and that ho would fiest flre that
particular ball at General White. e uf-
terward said  that *‘he was nol supersti-
tious, but these two circumstances made
him feel nssured of success,” U disprov-
ing his own words,  The bullet was used
and White fell av the fiest fire, as stated,
Alter the duel Houston selected s o coat-
ol-arins “n chicken. cock and dog," aud
many were the eotmnents ade by those
unfainiliae with the facts in after yoars,
when us president of Texay und senntor in
congress, he eported =0 stiange v crest.
These luets are authentic luving been re-
lated by Gen. Houston to Sanford Duncan,
Jvey lute of Louisville, while the two were
en roule to Washington eity during IHous-
Loi's term us senator.
————— D
A Dead Suve Tulag.

A few years ago Mr. Hammond was
enming up the Mississippi on a steambont,
Aniong the passengers was a certain well-
known gambler,

The boat had been ont from New Orleans
two days, bur owing 1o Mr, Hammound’s -
fluence, uol a curd had been played ora bet
made by anyhody.  This was ruinous to
the gambler's business,

Lo had tried everyone on the boat for n
gae of some kind, or a betr on something,
but had fwled in overy attempt.  Ile wus
getiing desperate.

Aloug in the afternnon he approached
e, Hammond who was setting on the hur-
ricane deck, and called his attention to a
couple of gnlls flying -ncross the river, a
few Liundred yards abend of the boat.

“Yes, I see them,™ said Mr. Hammond,

H“Well, I'Ml bet you five dollars one of
them fullg into the water before we get by
them."

L never bet, you ought to know tlmt,"
was the reply.

“Well, I'll make it twenty to flve, now
come,” )

Mr. Hammond turned on his heel wud
left iy,

The gambler looked mournfuly aftgr him
a few moments, and then continued bhis
walle ugain,

Presently he came back and necosted Mr.,
LI, agzain.

" “I'll bet you twenty to five that this bont
blows up before we go ten miles furlher.
Now there’s u good bet, what do yon say "

He wasinformed again of Mr. 11.'s eal-
ling, and that such propositions wero scun-
dulous,

*'‘BBut that's a dead sure thing—you can-
not possibly lose; come, what do you say"

Mr. ITumimond souglt anot er part of
the deck, and left the obtrusive pentlemen
with the “‘dead sure fhing" to hitnself.

The boat had scarcely proceeded five
miles when, sure enough, it did blow up,
Mr. IL. somehow got upon an eaclier start
than his Inte prosecutor, and went up quite
& distunce.  As he was coming down, ho
was met by our sporting friead, who cried
oul, ng he passed :

“Iallo parson! Bet you ten dollara 1
gob higher than you did; what do you say?”

1How i Widow nnd Hor “Jeuses” Taken,

It was o dilapidated man that bundled
himself off the evening trnin at Providence,
entered the stntion and took o seat,  fle
hid a wholesale liquor breath about him
nndl was steaming up throngh him, nnd his
nose was as the wintevgreen berry, rod and
round aud distinetly bright, as if all the
chieckerberry he had put in all the run he
had dranle all throngh his aYendoned life
had flowed into his empurpled proboscis
and there formed a gem which made him
an ornnwment 1o bacchanalian soclety,

“‘Does the Widow Marshincadow livehere
now " he inguired of Oflicer Mowry,

The Oillcer, with his wonted courtesy,
dirceted him to her reswdence. It was 11
o'elock when he arrived there and suinmon.
ed her (o the door,

HDon’t be embarrassed, madam,’” he aald,
with wonderful mildness of tone and man-
ner, “‘becanse yonu don't Know me. Ilistory
has ever been partind and omitted from her
brenzed and stuluesque pagos the name of
Ler proudest gons.  "This omission imparts
uniqueness (o o man'g tame. 1 am the cen-
sus-taker. I have tuken every name in
town but yours, The hour is late and ex-
neusted nature requires, in faet imperativo-
ly insists upon, refreshiment and the restor -
tion of sleep. I cannot proceed further
with thig sublirne undertaking until I have
both,”

“You may come in and stay over Bun.’
day,” ghe anid, “‘and in the morning I will
have Killed o pair of yellow-legged chick-
ena.”

1t was 12 o'clock, and the censue-taker
sLill sat at the widow’s table, and her third
bottle of old currant wine Lefore him.

‘I ghall put your name,” ho said, with
incomparable tenderness of tone and ad-
dress, ‘“‘somewhere about the middle of the
book, and under the head of ‘Remarks’
shall add the following: * ‘Cose¥ residence;
tastefully ornamented ; Iatchslring always |
out; beautiful fruit trces and quince bushes
here abound In umbrageotis  abundance
yellow-legged chickens always to be found
on the premises; tiveir legs becoime stained
to o beantiful yellow by, constant wadiug
through the s;oldcpl vea of the maples that
glorify the lawng and ngpron._c_hc_‘a of tho
beauteous  homestead.” 7" The wldow
smiled delightédly, and concluded to put |
the pleasant consns.taker fir hor best bed.
chamber, where all night long bisnose shone
in his faclal firmanont like a long star of
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